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O F ALE 


| VOYAGES and TRAVELS] 


b A Throughout | 
The OLD and NEW 


8 W O R L D 


Frum the firſt Ages to this preſent Time, 


Illuſtrating 
Both the Ancient and Modern GEOGRAPHY» 


CONTAINING 


An Accurate Deſcription of each Country, its 
Natural Hiſtory and Produ#4 the Religion, Cuſtoms, Man 
ners, Trade, &c. of the babitants, and whatloever is 
Curious and Remarkable in any Kind- An Account of 
all Diſcoveries hitherto made in the moſt Remote Parts, and 
the Great Uſefulneſs of ſuch Attempts, for Improving both 
Natural and Experimental Philoſophy x with a Catalogue of 
all Aathors that have ever deſcrib'd any Part of the World, f 
an Impartial Fudgment and Criticiſm on their Works foc: 
diſcerning N the Ræputable and Fabulous Relaters ; ang 
an Extratt of the Lives of the moſt conſiderable Travelers. 


5 Monſr: DU_PERIER of the Royal Academy, | 


Made | Engliſh from the Paris Edition. > % | 
A DOR N D WITH CUTS. 


LONDO N, 
Printed for Edmund Curl at the Peacock without!“ 
| Temple-Bar, and Egbert Sanger at the Poſt- Houſe in 
the Middle Temple-Gate, Fleet ſtreet. 1708. 5 
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urs HIGHNESS 


DUKE 
BURGUNDY. 


Great STR, 

THE Book 1 preſume 
4 to _ your High- 
nels, and to which you 
have been pleas'd to allow 
your Auguſt Name to be pre- 
fix d, is not a Work of that 
Nature as to require a long 
Exerciſe and Application of 
the moſt refin'd Reaſon and 
ſublimeſt Judgment : ; Ls 
none of the Number of thoſe 
abltruſe Sciences, for the At- 
taining whereof, to any Per- 


A 2 fection, 


=” fellion the whole Life of 


"Th e Epiffle Dedicatry 


the ableſt Geometricians 
would ſcarce ſuffice, and the 
Knowledge of which coſt 
— Highneſs but a few 
Jours in your tender Years; 
I mean of thoſe Sciences, 


which as they enlighten the 
Underſtanding, fo at the 


ſame lime they often puff 


it up with Vanity and Pride, 
by accuſtoming it never to 
ſubmit to any thing leſs than 
Demonſtration. 

This is a Piece, Great Fir, 
which may be read, without 


the Aſſiſtance of thoſe pro- 
found Meditations, that have 
taken up your M ind, ever 
ſince it was capable of forms 8 
ing ſolid Ideas, and under-i 
ſtanding 


ſtanding the Language of 
Truth. It is nearer within 
the Reach of the Generali- 
ty of Mankind, and conſe- 
quently more Uſeful to the 
Publick, and yet 1 hope it 
will not therefore the leſs 
deſerve your Highneſs's At- 
tention. Vou encourage and 
protect Arts, as well as the 
moſt lofty Sciences, being 
convinc'd that they not only 
contribute towards Inſtruct- 
ing the Mind, but forming 
the Manners of Men; and 
rouſe up the Affection to 


o- them by your Generolity, 
ve and by thoſe Moments you 
er devote to improve them. 


The Variety of Accidents, 


which occur in the Accounts 


of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. . 


GLA 


T The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 


which they live; yet they all 


of Travels, compoſe one of 
the moſt: ſpritely Parts of 
Hiſtory, as is the Diverlity | 
of Cuſtoms and Manners they 
lay before us, in their ſeveral 
Countries one of the moſt 
Uleful ; but as remote and 
different as the ſeveral Na- 
tions, the World is compos d 
of, are in Behaviour and O- 
pinions, a Diſtance greater 
than even that of the ſeve- 
ral Parts of Heaven under 


e a, js Y ok tons nh 


concenter and are united in i 
the Veneration they pay to 
your Illuſtrious Blood, and 
they all join in Admiring 
thoſe Princes, who have de- 
ſcended from it. This Ad- 
miration Daily increaſes, as Ih 


thoſe 


= The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
f thoſe far disjoin'd Nations 
near the Fame of the migh- 
ty Exploits, which are fo fre- 
quent in the Hiſtory of the 
molt Auguſt Houſe of Bour- 
t on; and it will ftill riſe much 
higher, when they ſhall be 
fully inform'd of your Mar- 
tial Atchievements, and when 
our Travellers fhall have gi- 

en them a faithful Relati- 


on of your early Conqueſts, 


r Wand thoſe firſt Warlike 
Ufeats, which ſpread a Terror 
n into the very Heart of the 
0 


Empire, and overthrew the 
alls of thoſe Impregnable 
Norns, before which the molt 
Formidable Enemy's Armies 
Had waſted themſelves for ſe- 
eral Months. 


ſe It 


| T he. Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
It would be a Happineſs, 
Great Sir, could I in ſome 
Meaſure contiibate towards 
tranſmitting the Glory you 
have ſo juſtly acquir'd to the 
fartheſt Parts of the Earth; 
that would prove the molt ac. 
ceptable Reward to be wilh'd 
for by me, on account of this 
Work, which you have been 
pleas'd E ſhould dedicate to 
you. Encourag'd by that hope, 
and being full allur'd that it 
cannot fall of Succeſs, ſince 
you afford it your Powerful 
Protection, I am with the 
molt profound Reſpect 
er ,., 


Tour moſt Humble, no al 
Obedient and moſt en 
tirely devoted Servan -- 


DU PERIER 


E 


DA eee 


ds] es 
of Introductory Diſcourſe, 


1j To the General Hiſtory of all Voy xGes and 

coll Txavers, from the Flood to this preſent 
Time; ſhewing how excellently Uſeful they 
are to Mankind, and the great Benefit and 
Advantage that is to be reap d by reading 
of then 


P 


the Pleaſure he takes in diſcovering new 
Countries and unknown Lands, and in en- 
quiring into the Behaviour, Manners and 
Cuſtoms of Nations inhabiting remote Cli- 
mates, and ſeated in the fartheſt Parts 
of the Earth; all theſe Things &ir up his 
Cunolity, and excite him to overcome the 
WM greateſt Difficulties, and expoſe himſelf to 
all Sorts of Dangers. . 


deſert, by the Univerſal Deluge; their Succeſ- 
fors travel'd about to ſettle their Colonies in 
all Parts of the Univerſe, as appears by theſe 


fen Words of Geneſis. By theſe were the Iſles of t he 
van Gentiles divided in their Lands; every one after his 


Tongue, and their Families un their Nations. Chap. 
10. V. 5. B The 


AN has a Natural Propenſion to Metives , 
Travel. His innate Reſtleſſueſs, of Travel. 
Avarice, the Deſire of Knowing, 8 


When the Progeny of Noah had multiply'd The Fai 
aud repeopled the Earth, which God had made Peld. 
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Firſt Tra- The learned Expoſitors, who have made 


vellers. 


Ham. 


A ur. 


An Introdattory Diſcourſe 


many uſefal Commentaries upon Gene ſis, tell 


us of ſome Travels of thoſe firſt Reſtorers . 


of Mankind. They inform us, according to A 
Joſephus and St. Jerome, that the Children of Wl r 
Fapheth, the third Son of Woah, were the Firſt Wi fi 
that Inhabited the Country of Galatia ; that ii 
from Magog came the Getes, the Maſſagetes Wt v 
and the Scyrhians; from Madai, the Medes, d 
or OE to others, the Macedonians ; o 
from Moſoch, the Muſcovites, or the Cappa* o 
docians. Thiras was the Father of the Thra-Wif t 
cians; Aſcenez, of the Armenians; Riphath of F 
the Paphlagonians ; and Thogorma of the Phry- 
giants. 

Hum, the ſecond Son of Noah, who fell 
under his Father's Curſe, went away to in- 
habit Egypt, which Holy Writ calls the 
Land of Chuſh and Miſraim, the Names of 
Ham's two Sons. From Canaan deſcended} 
the Canaanites who inhabited Phenicia and the 
Holy Land, till they were expell'd by the 
Jjraclites. This Nation grew Famous by Trade 
and Commerce, which ſo much enrich'd Tyre 
and Sidon. 

Aſhur, the Son of Shem departed from the 
Country about Babylon, and laid the Foun- 
dation of the mighty A Hyrian Monarchy, which 
fouriſh'd for ſo many Ages. Of Ludim came] 
the Nation of Lud in Africk, mention'd by 
the Prophet 1/aiah, C. 66. v. 19. The Cappa-i 
docianywere a People inhabiting all the Trac 
of Land between Gaza and Egypt along the 
Sca-Coaſt. They Invaded the Hivites, and Wi 
drove them out of their Country, where 
they ſetled themſelves. The Philiſtines came 
thither after them, and gave the Name of P-. 
leſt ine to all that Country. 


Elam 


to the Hiſtory of Vox AE Rs, Cc. 


bf the Elamites, from whom the Perſians de- 
ſcended. The Chaldeans and Country of Chal- 
dea, in which Babylon the Capital of Nim- 
WT --d's Empire ſtood, derive their Original 
from Arphaxad, as the Lydians, Neighbour- 
ing on Perſia, do theirs from Ludim. Aram 
was the Progenitor of the Syrians. Uz, who 
| deſcended from him, made himſelf Maſter 


of the Country of Damaſcus, and gave Part 


| of that Territory the Name of Uz, where 
the Holy Job was born and liv'd. Hal was the 
Founder of the Armenians. | 


tants by ſeveral Detatchments or Colonies 
ſpreading themſelves through all Parts 
after the Flood, or at leaſt after Mankind 
was oblig'd to deſiſt from that extrava- 
LE gant undertaking they had gone upon, of 
raiſing a Tower above the Clonds, thinking 
by that Means to ſecure themſelves againſt 


2 ſecond Deluge. But God diſappointed 
their Vanity, by confounding their Lan- 


guage ; ſo that they no longer underſtood one 
another, and then it was that they parted ; 
every one taking the Way he thought fit, 
as his Fancy or Inſtinct led him, which was 
340 Years after the Flood, according to the 
Hebrews. 
S ThePatriarch Abraham was one of the firſt 
Travellers we find mention'd in Hiſtory. His 
Forefathers dwelt in Meſopotamia, of which 
We Chaldea was a Province ſeated beyond the 
River Euphrates, towards the Tiers. God 
= appear'd to that Holy Man, and command- 
ed him to forſake his Native Country, and 
paſling over the River Euphrates to go into 
the Land of Canaan. This is the fruitful and 


3 


Elam and his Race peopled the Land of Elame 


Thus was the Earth fill'd with Inhabi- Confuſion 


of Tongues 


Abraham 
the ft 
Traveler. 


B 1 deli- — 


A Introduttory Diſcourſe ** 
- delicious Country, flowing with Milk and 
Honey, which God afterwards gave to A. 
_ brabani's Poſterity, that is, the Iſraelites, who 
were deſcended from the Race of Jacob, the 
Grandſon of Abraham. 
Adam All the whole Circumference of the Earth 
Ki of was given to Adam for his Reſidence, with 
| ze rd. ful! Liberty to go where he pleas'd; for as 
a Prince is not oblig'd always to ſettle his 
Abode in one Palace or City, but is free to 
make Choice of what Place he pleaſes to 
reſide in throughout his Dominions ; ſo A- 
dam who was King and Lord of all the 
World, might go where he pleas'd, as well 
as his Deſcendants. All the Space that 15 
betwixt the Eaſ# and Weſt, the North and 
South, and in ſhort all the Inhabitable Earth, 
was but like one great City, through which 
the Children of Adam had their Freedom to 
range. 
Only Men This ſeems to be a Priviledge peculiar to 
Hoes Man, and raiſes him above other Creatures 
n which cannot live in all Sorts of Countries 
The. feirceſt of Beaſts are rarely to be found 
in Europe ; the Elephants and Camels brought 
over thither are as it were out of their Element; 
and do not breed. None but Man can live 
and multiply in all Parts of the Inhabita- 
ble Earth. All Climates agree with him, and 
he innures himfelf to endure Heat and Cold, 
according to the Place he is in. 
Socrates. It was on this Principle perhaps that Se- 
; crates the Philoſopher grounded his Auſwer, i 
when being ask d what Countryman he was; 
he ſaid, An Inhavitant of the World. To ſig- 
nify that all the World was his Native Wl 
Country, that Man is no more confin'd roi 
ane Nation than another, and that he 
- may 


to the Hiſtory of VOY AGES, &r. 


may chooſe his Reſidence throughout the 
Face of the Earth; for be every where 
finds proper Food, and though at firſt it be 
ſtrange to him, yet by Degrees the Body is ac- 
cuſtom'd to, and nouriſh'd by it. 


5 


It cannot be deny'd but that there are Aut 
many Difficulties to be ſarmounted, ande Tas 
great Dangers to be run in Travelling tog. 


very Remote Parts; but the Rarities found 
out, the new Diſcoveries daily made, the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing ſtrange People, and un- 
known Nations, make ſufficient .Amends for 
all the Hardſhips which long Voyages and 
Journeys are hable to. By this means Coun- 
tries far remote from one another, become 
in ſome meaſure Neighbours, and, if we 
may ſo term it, draw nearer to themſelves, 
Commerce makes a reciprocal Communicati- 


on of all that is good among them, and 


there is a mutual Intercaurſe of their Pro- 
duct, Manufactures, and all other Things 
tending to render the Life of Man eaſie and 
pleaſant. Every Climate being unfit to pro- 
duce all Sorts of Fruits of the Earth, each 
of them is in ſome meaſure improv'd and 
made more fruitful, by the Tranſporting of 


S whatſoever the moſt diſtant Nations at- 
ford. 


It has not been always the Deſire of Gain Knowledge 
that has mov'd Men to venture themſelves % d. 


into ſtrange Lands and Seas, to bring Home 


Cold and precious Stones, or other rich Com- 


modities, which are rather Supports of Lux- 


þ ury and Vanity, than neceſſary for the Fe- 
licity of Humane Life. 
loſophers have in all Ages been led by the 


Many renown'd Phi- 


Curioſity of Travelling to enquire, upon the 
Spot, intogthe Truth of thoſe ſtrange Ac- 
We B 3 counts 


An Introductory Diſcourſe 


counts they receiv*d from others. They choſe 
rather to expoſe themſelves to all forts of 
Dangers, as of falling into the Hands of bar- 
barous Nations, of being devour'd by wild 
Beaſts, or of dying for Hunger or Thirſt in 
barren or ſavage Places, than to live always 
at Home in their own Countries, and be de- 
priv'd of Abundance of Knowledge, which is 
acquir'd to much greater Perfection, by ſeeing 
Things with their own Eyes, than by the bare 
Relations of others. 7; 

Queen of The Scripture informs us, that the Queen 

Shebazra-of Sheba, hearing of the mighty Reputation 

pes. Solomon had acquir'd, came herſelf to make 
Tryal of his Wiſdom, by propoſing to him 
ſeveral knotty Queſtions and intricate Enig- 


ma's. This Queen's Kingdom was not in 


Ethiopia, as ſome have fancy'd; but in that 
Country we call Arabia Felix, or the Happy 
as may be judg'd by the Preſents ſhe gave 
to Solomon; which were Gold and Perfumes, 
Things very common in that Part of Arabia 
we ſpeak of. This Princeſs met with a ſut- 


ficient Recompence for all the Hardſhips and 


Fatigues ſhe had endur'd upon her Journey; 
for having ſeen the Wiſdom of Solomon, the 
Magnificence of the Houſe he had built, the 
plentiful Tables he kept, and the Sacrifices 
he ofter'd in the Houſe of the Lord, ſhe ſeem'd 


to be tranſported quite beſide her felf with 
Admiration. | 


Solomon That wiſe Prince from whom no Science 
trades by could be hid, was not ignorant of the Art 
Sea. of Navigation; for it is expreſly mention'd, 
in the 9. chap. of the firſt Book of Kings, 
That he fitted out 4 Fleet at Ezion-geber, which i 
is beſide Eloſh, on the Shore of the Red-Sea, in 


the Land of Edom. And Kino Hiram, ſent 


—— — 


— ——— 
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in 


5 © py A, iy — 


#1 this Navy his Servants, Shipmen that had Know- 
edge of the Sea, with the Servants of Solomon. 


to the Hiſtory of Vowaeets, &c. 


ind they came to Ophir, and ſent from thence 
old, four hundred and twenty Talents and brought 


t to King Solomon. 


How skilful ſoever Hiram's Subjects might Ignorance 


de, in Navigation, it is to be fappos'd that ofibeLoadr 
their Knowledge was very imperfect, as be- Stene. 
ing utter Strangers to the Secret of the Load- 


one and Mariners Compaſs. The very Sight 


of the Main Ocean made them quake; nor 


lurſt they venture out to ſail in the open Sea, 


or depart from the Coaſts. Some Authors, 
cannot imagine on what Grounds, have 
Wfancy'd that Solomon had Knowledge of the 


eedle for Sailing, which is very hard to be 


Wbcliev'd, ſince the Fleet he ſent to Ophir and 


barſhiſh, were three Years out upon their 


Voyage. Now whether theſe Ships went in- 


o Africk, where then was the richeſt Gold 


Mine in all the World, or into India, to- 


yards the Golden Cherſoneſus and Malaca, 


ſince diſcover'd by the Portugueſe, or into 
China or Peru, whence the Spaniards have 
brought ſuch immenſe Treaſure in theſe lat- 


ter Ages; certain it is that thoſe Voyages 


are now perform'd in a much ſhorter Time. 


Hence it is to be concluded, that in all coſting. 
their Sea Voyages, they never in thoſe Days | 
Joſt Sight of Land. Ciceros Expreſſion ſuf- 
ficiently evinces it; legebant littora, ſays that 


reat Orator, ſpeaking of Navigation in his 
Time; that is, they crept along the Shore, 


ithout departing from the Coaſts and Land, 


A but guiding themſelves by the Sun and the 
cars next about the Pole. 


In thoſe Voyages Solomon undertook by Sea, phericiay 


Ihe employ'd not his own Subjects, nor his Voyages. 


B 4 Ships, 


As Introduttory Diſcoarſe ' +» 


Ships, but only made uſe of the Skill of the 
Phenicians, who were the ableſt Sailers inf 
thoſe Days, and had began to range through. 
out all the Mediterranean; on the Coaſts where- 
of, they built ſeveral famous Cities, as Cars 
thage, Utica, and others of great Note, to 
which they ſent Colonies at ſeveral Times. 
They alſo made their Way into the Red Sea, 
and to ſeveral Parts of Aſia and Africł up- 
on the Proſpect and Hope of gaining by the 
Commodities they brought Home from fe- 
wral: Countrigs. i! | 
"Solomons This is the Method we may gueſs Solomon 
Fleets- took to enrich his Kingdom, by Trade with 
forreign Nations, far remote from Judea. It 
is likely; that after he came to the Know: 
ledge of the Wealth there was to be found 
in the other Parts of the World, he ſent 
out a Fleet every Year, which did. not re- 
turn till three Years after. This Fleet ſet 
Sail from the Port afterwards call'd Berenice, 
and which the. Scripture names Ezion-geber, | 
ſeated on the Red-Sea. They ſail'd together as 
far as theStreight of Babelmandel, which is the 
Mouth of the Red Sea, where they parted ; the 
one halt of the Fleet coaſted along Eaſtwardl 
as far as India, Malaca, and other more di- 
ſtant Parts; the other turn'd away towards 
Africk, and return'd Home through the Ae: 
diterranean to the Port of Foppe. + 
8 Theſe Voyages were very gainful; for tej 
Con K bey brought Home Gold, Silver, precious Stones, 
brought, Perfumes, Ivory, curious Sorts: of Wood; 
= ſtrange Creatures, and other rich Commo-Wi 
dities, which could only come from Aſia and 5 
Ajrick;, but never from the Weſt- Indies, whiz 
ther it was impoſſible for them to ſail with-l 
out the Help of the Compaſs. 89 


ernennen. 


ce The! it muſt be granted that the Phy- Brigg, 
in Nene, Cart haginians and Egyptian: performꝰd 5 1 
zh- 5 : any Voyages in the Mediterranean, the Red ꝑgyptians. 
re-, and even on the Ocean; yet it cannot 
e deny'd but that they had "Abundance of 

to Difficulties to encounter, and many Dangers 

des. Wo run through for want of greater Light, 

ea, ſteering their Courſe the beſt they could in 
up-Withe Day-Time by the Help of the Sun, and 
then the Night by the Moon and Stars, with 


ſe-Mmuch Uncertainty and Hazard, never daring 

to loſe Sight of the Shore. 
nol The Ancients for the greater Honour of?” 
rich WW-/Zercules, magnity his Travels at an extra- 
„It ordinary Rate; telling us that he viſited the 
OW. reateſt Part of the Earth, to extirpate Rob- 


bers, who every where committed inhumane 
Murders without being call'd to any Ac- 
ount, to ſubdue Giants, and to bring Ty- 
rants to Reaſon, who made Uſe of their 


uce Power to oppreſs the Weaker. Nor was the 
ber Voyage of Jaſon and the Argonauts lefs Famous 
r as]Wfor the gaining of the Golden Fleece, or rather 
the to fetch Gold and Silver from the Mines of 


Colc his, whence they brought Home a conſi- 
derable Quantity at their Return» 


Oayſſee, there never was a greater Travel- 
ler than Ulyſes, for the Space of Ten Years 
after the Siege of Troy, the DeſtruQion of 


they which Place he haſt ned by his Subtility and 

nes Stratagems. St rabo has grounded the great- 

od, eſt Part of his Geography on Ulyſess Tra- 

mo- vels. oy og 7 5 295 a 

and gil has given eternal Renown to the / Eneas. 


Travels of Ezeas, Son to old Anchiſes, and 
Father to Aſcaniu, whom the Romans look ' d 
upon as their Founders. After the Subver- 

2 ; ſion 


to the Hiftory of Vor AGES, Cc. 


and Jaſon» 


If we may give Credit to Homer and his of Ulyſſes 


An Imrodufory Diſcourſe # 
fion of Troy, Eneas fitted out a Fleet, in or-. 
der to fave the poor Remains of his Coun» WM. 
try, and as many as were willing to fol- 
low him into ſome Foreign Land. Tho” the 
Paſſage from Troy to the Coaſt of Tray be] 
not very long, yet that Voyage is render'd 
moſt TItlaſtrious by the lively Deſcription Wh; 
Virgil gives of the Storms, the Shipwrecks, 
the Variety of Adventures, and the Anger 
of the implacable Deities againſt Erneas and, 
his Company. He coaſted along Macedon, 
croſs'd over to Sicily, and came at laſt into 
the Country of Latium, where after ſeveral 
Battels he defeated Turnus, and took from 
him Lavinia, the Daughter of the King of the 
Lat ins. 
of Pytha. Pythagoras departing Greece, and the Iſland 
goras.. of Samos, ſpent ſeveral Years in Travelling 

to all Parts; but this upon a different and 

much nobler Motive than other Men, who 

aim'd at nothing but gathering of Worldly 

bi Wealth; whereas that great Philoſopher Wh 
0 made it his whole Buſineſs to adorn his 

1 Soul with Variety of Knowledge. He croſs'd 

the Seas to go over into Chaldea and Egypt, 

and went into Perſia to confer with the 

Magi, that he might learn the Myſteries Wh 

of their Profeſſion, and impart them to his 

Scholars. ; | 4 

of Socra- Socrates the Wiſe, took ſeveral Journeys 

tes and into remote Countries to acquire more Wiſ - 

Plato. dom, which was the only Treaſure he va: 

1 

A 


L 


At 


£ 


( 


4 


7 


lu'd. Plato his Diſciple, not ſatisfy'd with 
the Sciences which he might learn in Greece, 
of thoſe many Philoſophers he could there 
converſe with, went over into Egypt to be 
inſtructed by them in all the a 4 3 


I 


0 the Hilo f Vo TLS, &. 11 
eligion, and the Ceremonies they had learnt 

Im Moſes and the Hebrews. | 

W The Conqueſts of Alexander the Great, may of Alex- 
+ 100k'd upon as ſo many Travels be- ander. 
auſe he perform'd them with as great Ce- 
Writy, as a Traveller might have done, 

ho were only led by Curioſity to take a 


cks, iew in his Way of ſeveral Countries, 
ger Wd diſtint Nations. After Conquering and 
andhhverthrowing the Monarchy of the Perſans, 
don, s Ambition carry'd him even into India; 
a Wd not yet fatisfy'd with fach immenſe 
ra 


onqueſts, he gave the Command of his 
Wavy to Nearchus, one of his moſt experi- 
d Officers; who ſail'd down the River 
dus, diſcover'd the Coaſts of the Indian 


and Wccan, and returning to Alexander, gave him 

ung particular Relation of all he had found 

anc gut. | 

Who We may add to the Number of thoſe of Hanno 
— Who have render'd themſelves Famous by 

zher 


eir Travels, Hanno the renown'd Carthag:- 
4 Commander, who having fitted out ſixty 
ail by Order and ag the Charge of his 


JP ommonwealth, and putting Aboard 3000 

the er ſons of both Sexes, fail'd out of the Mouth 

r If the Streights, and directing his Courſe to 
is 


he Weſtward, built fome Towns, and planted 

olonies. | 

18 We are beholding to Pliny's Travels for ef Pliny 
Hat excellent Book he compog'd of Natural 2 Auth 

Wl iitory. The Emperors, as well as the phi- 

pſopbers have Travell'd to diſcover Things 

= them before unknown. The Emperor 
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Memory 


_ 


iz © Un Introduttoly Diſcourſe * 
| Memory, and give others ſome Notion « 

them. | | *. T 

of Chrift Tho? the Travels of our Lord and Saw 

e our $ESUS CHRIST were not long, nor in 

artes, to Countries very remote from his own, ye 

they were almoſt without Inter miſſion for ti 

laſt Years of his Life. As ſoon as born H 

was forc'd to fly into Egypt, with his Fall 

ther and Mother, .to avoid the Perſecuti 

on of Herod. At Thirty Years of- Age he bf 

gan to Preach the Kingdom of God in Jun 

Galilee, and Samaria, traverſing all Paleſtin 

without ever going far from Jeruſalem, whic 

was, as it were, the Center of all his Trail 

vels. The Apoſtles following the Ex amp 

ſet them by their Maſter, divided the Uni 

verſe among them, to carry the Light 

the Goſpel into all Parts of it; ſo that ſon 

of them pierc'd even into India. St. Pauli 

Travels have render'd him Famous, he hai 

ving perform'd very many both by Sea an 

Land, with inexpreſſable Labours and Danger 

ranging throughout all Greece and Aſia to 

fulfill the Duty of his Apoſtleſhip; he can 

as far as Marſeilles, and at length ended hi 

Courſe in the Metropolis of the World, un 

der the Emperor Nero. 

Of Apol- Apollonius Thyaneus was a very great Tra 

lonjus : _ N 

Thyane- veller; whilſt yet very young he left hi 

us. Country, and all the Poſſeſſions he had in it 

| to give himſelf up more entirely to the Stu 

dy of Philoſophy. He went to Memphis andii 

Cairo to ſee the Table of the Sun. He paſsdifi 

over Mount Caucaſus to go to confer wit 

the Brachmans; Ws Curiolity carry'd him e 

ven into Iadia, to Study under the GynnYY 

ſophiſts, and the moſt knowing Hiarchas, Prince 

of all the Indian Wile Men, There it * 3 

| tha 


to the Hiftory f Vowkess: © mf 
hat he learnt Things beyond common Capa- 
ities, and which made him de look d upon as 


Magiciag. ; 
Among the Moderns Marcus Paulus Vene-0f Mar- 
has obtain'd Renown by his Travels and cus Pau- 


r te Diſcoveries he has made. He ſpent ſeven- Nene 
rn een Years in Tartary in viewing thoſe Ea- 
FA ern Provinces, and enquiring into the Man- 


ers and Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants, and the 


je Mature and Qualities of the many and ſtrange 
Jun Ports of Creatures that are to be found in 
eſt im hat Country. | * 5 > 
which What Advantages have we not reap'd from f Spani.- 


A ER ards- and 
pe Navigation and Voyages of the  Portu-,"* © 


mpg who were the firſt that diſcover'd gueſes. 
Un , the Kingdom of Calicut, and ſo many 

ht Vealthy Nations, from whom we daily re- 

ſom eive all Sorts of Spice, and Drugs for Phy- 


q pcal Uſes? This Obligation we owe to the 


e ha ＋ ings John and Emanuel of Portugal, to Fer- 
| an and and Elizabeth of Caſtile, and to the 
igen mperour Charles the Fifth. Divine Provi- 
ca ence in their Days raisd up. ſeveral 
cam ble, bold and daring Men, who expos'd 
d hi hemſelves to all Sorts of Dangers for the 


Waking of Diſcoveries in the New World. 

he moſt Famous of theſe were Chriſtopher 
alumbus, Americus Veſpucins, Ferdinand Ma- 
4-45, Ferdinand Cortes, Gonzalo Pizarro,and 

mes de Almagro. | 

> Stu. The Kings of France have alſo engag'd of grenth 
and hemſelves and launch'd out their Revenues in 


aſgW@r omoting the Diſcoveries in the new World. 
with the I. Henry the II. Francis the II. 
m ef harles the IX, and abpve all, Lews the Great, 
_ 5 let out ſeveral Fleets and employ'd able 
rice ocrs to ſound the Seas, take the exact La- 


itudes, and obſerve the Climates, the Pcrts, 


t wal | 
the 


thath 


14 


thought inacceſſible, and never to be com 


poſtel. Travelling would become much more eaſie 1 


Of Peter 
ilius. 


of Nico- 


lai. 


An Introductory Diſcourſe ; 
the Roads, and what ever elſe may contri 
bute to the Advancement of Navigation ii 
thoſe unknown Countries. We have mad 
Way even to the Antipodes, to the Nation 


| 1 
neareſt about the Pole, and to the Countrieſ 
moſt remote from our Continent, befor 


0 


* 


near, by reaſon of the continual Ice an 
exceſſive Cold which ſtill furrounds them 
but what is it that Man cannot perform, whe 
Profit or Ambition leads him on. | 


were there many Perſons of the Genius oi 
that famous Postel, who liv'd in the Reign 
of King Francis the I. for beſides the Europea 
Languages, he was well skild in the Hebrengl 
Chaldaick, Syriack, Arabic and Greek, and hal 
was wont to boaſt that he could travel to 
the End of the World without an Inter 
preter. The King ſent him into the Ea 
whence he brought abundance of Manuſcripts 
relating to Phyſick, Phylofophy, Mathemayit 
ticks, fome Books of Holy Writ in Arabict 
and other Oriental Languages. | 

In the ſame King's Reign, Peter Gilius, un 
dertook ſeveral Journeys for the ſpace oi 
nine or Ten Ycars into Greece, Turkey, Syria 
Fury, Paleſtine, Eoypt, Arabia, Armenia, ani 
even into Perſia. At his Return he gave tag 
Europoans conſiderable Information, as to tag 
Situation, Strength and Riches of theſe Coun 
tries, then almoſt unknown to them. T 

TheTravels of theSieur Nicolai, of Dauphinet 3 
haye gain'd him much Reputation; and bee 
very beneficial to the Nation. He in ra 
Space of fifteen or ſixteen Years viſited th 
Upper and Lower Germany, Denmark, Pri 


9 


ſia, Livonia, Sweden, Zealand, England, Scotland 


Spain 


70 the Hittory of VotK&t8 


tri / ain, Barbary, Greece, Turky and Italy, making 
1 infery excellent and curious Remarks upon all 


adWhoſe Countries he was in, as appears by the 


non ook he publiſh'd, by the Name of the Eaſtern 
riefWravels of N. Nicolai of Dauphinee, Lord of 


trfeville, Valet de Chambre and Geographer 
ordinary to the King with the Cuts both of 
en and Women drawn to the Life; ac- 
ording to their ſeveral Nations. Fol. 1568. 


Wer, who liv'd in our Days, has equalld 
WF not out-done the moſt celebrated of Travel- 
eignMers, ; for he has been in moſt Countries, and 

Wade moſt excellent Remarks on them; but 
Wore particularly in Perſia and the Mogul's 


id f{Pominions, as may be ſeen in his Memoirs, 
i Work both curious and inſtructing, as to 
nter he Genius, Manners, Religion, Wealth and 
East rade of very many Nations, and the Ad- 


Wantages that may be made by them. 


15 


It may well be ſaid, without being thought f Taver- 
zuilty of Flattery, that the renouned Ta- ner. 


eme A very great Number of other Travellers gf ,;þers, 


ight be brought upon the Stage, who have 
Ween an Honour to Fance, whoſe Motives 
„ ur travelling are as free from any Proſpect 
ce f Intereſt, as is that of the Miſſioners ; and 
Syria Wet the Diſcoveries by them made in all Parts 
„ ani t the World, have very much illuſtrated 
re the eography, and added conſiderable Perfection 
:o tha the Mathematics; rendring all Things 
Jour eaſier to thoſe who have Occaſion, or 

Peſire to Travel. Among theſe Famous 
phiner en are Meſſieurs Caſſini, de la Hire, Petit 
been Croix, Galland, The venot, &c. who have 
in thence all Europe conſiderable Service, by the 


bliſhd. 
S pain, Nor 


gd icious Remarks they have made in their 
„Priſravels, and the Accounts of them they have 
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The see WOE? had it been ſufficient: for Providendd 
Compaſs. ag raife up ſo many brave Men, as hav 


found out. Uſe of the Needle touch'd to the Load 


AI, Huolucne Diſciurſe © 


clear'd-the; Way to the utmoſt Bounds offi 
the Earth, in order to make new Diſcove 
ries, unlefs it had pleagd God to direct then EF 
in the finding out a Thing fo excellent 
is the Sea Com paſs, "without which it hall 1 
been abſolutely impoſſible to perform thoſf 
long Voyages. Whereas now by the He 
of the Needle touch'd to the Load- Stone 
we Sail with no leſs Baſe than Safety inal 
Seaſons, by Day and Night, and even i 
Tempeſts. An able Sailor, who has bee 
for many Days drove up and down by th 
furious Billows and ſtormy Winds, and fore 
to ſteer ſeveral Courſes, compelPd to it bull 
outragious contrary Blaſts, ſoon finds where 
abouts he is, as ſoon as the Weather grow 
Calm, and marks down the Place on the Sea 
Chart without any Error, if he underſtand 
| his Profeſſion: but indifferently. 
ben lt is about five hundred Years ſince th 


Stone was found out by one Flavius, who 
ſome Authors call John Gioia, who eithe 
by Chance, or by ſome Inſpiration, obſer v 
that a Needle rubb'd upon a Load- Stone 
always turns towards the Pole, and conſe 
quently marks out the North and Sou 
Line. At firſt they ſet this Needle fo touch 
to the Load-Stone into a. very ſlender Bil 
of Stick, like a Feſcue Children uſe to real 
with, which they put into Water, that 1 
might have the full Liberty of Turning to 
wards the Pale; at preſent it is ſhut ul 
into a round Box ſet upon a very fine Braff he 
Point, that it may have entire Freedom . 
move. =_ 
SON 


pF iii ooo Yn. ep 
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en 1 Some Authors have thought that Marcus The Anci- 


av 
n; bit it is 4 Miſtake,” ſince Jacques 
oe Yr; in the ſecond Book of his Oriental 
heul liſtory, affirms, that the Needle was in 
ee at Sea, ever ſince the Year 1215. It 
ha a much groffer Error to maintain, that 
hof e 7yrians had any Knowledge-of the Com- 
Hel 8s. as us'd at this Day. It is to be ob- 
done rv'd, that there is another Quality peculiar 
na the Load-ſtone, that is its attracting of 
n ion; which Vertue was certainly known to 
bee de Aacients long before the other of cau- 
th a Bit of Iron, which has been touch'd to 
ore WM, to turn to the Pole. * 

here 


3 
"Da 


ought by the Moors and Arabs, who have 
Wavel'd thither in all Ages. The Mariners 
Analfi in the Kingdom of Naples, were 

e firſt that made Uſe of it on the Medi- 
ranean, and therefore they are reputed 
e Inventors of it. Certain it is, that the 


„bon ct 1ans, the Genoeſes, the Piſans, and the 
ithe 4107145, were the firſt Europeans that ſail'd 
ry the Compaſs. The French, the Portugueſes, 


e Spaniards, the Engliſh, the Danes and the 


Ton | 

ont ch have found it very Advantageous to 
out for diſcovering of all the remoteſt 
uch nds and Seas, from North to South and 
r zen under the Pole. So that it may, in 


ae Meaſure, be ſaid, that there is no ha- 
at able Part of the World, that has not been 
e to. We now fail with more fafety on 


© willy fbe Seas from the North to the South, 


F d from the Eaſt to the Weſt, than for- 


Venice. q- 


m irh they did in the Mediterrazear,'or Gulph 


lu, Venetus brought the Needle out off "won 


4 | Theſe 


knew 


The beſt Load-ſtones are found in the By whom 
lines of Bengala and China, whence they were ft us d. 


18 As Introduttory Diſcourſe \ 
Adventz- Theſe long Voyages have been the Occa: 
14 gin d ſion of diſcovering, Iflands and Continentif 

* "altogether unknown to our Anceſtors. TH 
Light of the Goſpel has been convey'd toll 
barbarous Nations, who had never heard fall 
much as the Name of the true Religion, 
The Commodities of Europe are exchang 
for the Wealth of the new World, whence 
many Things are brought, which contributg 
much to the Conveniency, or at leaſt thi 
Delight of human Life; and Experience ha 
ſhown how Advantagious that Trade ha 
prov'd to Europe. | — 

Diſovery The general receiv'd Opinion is, that 

of rhe Ca- America was altogether unknown to the AU 
aries. cients, and that we are beholding for tha 
- Diſcovery to the e undertaken bil 
Chriſtopher Columbus, Americus Veſpuſius and tha 
Spaniards, The Southern Coaſts and the ef 

treme Parts of Africk and Aſia, were dig 
cover'd by the Portugueſes. The Sieur aff 
Betencour, a French Man conquer'd the Cu 
Illands, in the Year 1402. - Antiquity hal 

ſome confuſe Knowledge of them, by th 

Name of the Fortunate Iſlands, whereof Poet 

and Hiſtorians have writ ſo many Wonder 

The Grecian and Latin Geographers hav 

made Mention of them, but we knew nof 

thing we could rely on of thoſe plentitu 
Countries till Betencour made his Voyage. 

of Nade-  Spaweards and Portugueſes afterwards mad 
ra. ſeveral Voyages thither, and by that Mean 
diſcover'd the Iſland of Madera, under tach 
Conduct of Jobn Gonzales, and Triſtan Va 

tho' the Engliſi pretend to that Diſcover 

ſince the Year 1344. Alvaro Fernandez, dil 

Guinea, Cover'd all the Coaſt of Guinea, which pull 
the Portugueſes in the Way of making otheſ 
might\ 
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to the Hiſtory of. Vo'y AGES, &c. 
ighty Diſcoveries afterwards... In the Year. 7h 


oceeded as far as the Coaſt of the Anci- 
Wt Ethiopia. Three Years after Vaſco de Gama, 


1018S ade a farther Progreſs the ſame Way, and 
ng on ent on fortunately, as far as India. Thoſe 
nei no follow'd after him puſh'd on ſucceſsfully 
"_ Me ſame Courſe as far as the Molucco Iflands, 


na à nd Japan, whence thePortugueſes brought 
amenſe Treaſure into Europe. | 


ndertakings by Sea, the Kings of Portugal pia. 
nt ome able Men by Land; who took 
De Way of Alexandria, Cairo and the Red 
Wa, as far as Ethiopia. King John the ſe- 
and, mov'd to it by reading the Travels of 
cu, Paulus Venetus, in the Year 1486, ſent 
e Portugusſes well $Kill'd in the Arabic ꝶ 
Wongue, with the Title of Embaſſadors, to 
e King of the A4byſſives, but with a Deſign to 
"cw thoſe Coaſts; wherein they ſucceeded to 
Weir Content. Till that Time we had but 
ry dark Ideas concerning the Empire of 
doe er Job, which has been ſince well known 
ſeveral good Accounts we have receiv'd 
ha em thence. 


3. Bartholomew Diaz found. the celebrated 7 © 
V of Good Hope and having doubled it, India. 


Before they would attempt theſe mighty bf Ethio: 


7 208 The Spaniards began to undertake their / Ame- 


ntumgag Voyages in the Year 1492, under the 
irection of the renoun'd Chriſtopher Columbus, 
It by King Ferdinand and Queen Elizabeth 
Teal Fin into the new World. He was the 
N th ſt that diſcover'd the Lucayo Iflands , 
ole of Cuba and Jamaica, and the vaſt 
Pntinent of America. He afterwards made 
, dil Nree other Voyages into that new World, and 
page Charts of it, wherein he was very much 
otneiſted by an able Mariner; who was drove to 
| 2 — 


rica. 


20 © An Introductory Diſcourſe © b 

the Place where he was by a Storm 

where he died and at his Death left hin 

all his Journals and Obſervations. i 

Prodigi- Chriſtopher Columbus returning into Eur 

ous Wealth with ſuch Advantageous Inſtructions, mad 

brought Application to Ferdinand King of Caſtile aui 

thence. Aragon, who laid out but 1700 Crowns; fu 

the fitting out of three ſmall Ships, which 

were the Occaſion of his gaining above ſix 

Millions of Gold in a few Years. Since the 

his Succeſſors have found inexhauſtable Ming 

of Treaſure in that new World, for it ay 

pears by the Regiſter, or Entry Books il 

Sevil that from the Year 1519 till that 

1617, there came into Spain 1536 Millions 

Sold, all brought from the Weſt Indies. 

be Dutch The Dutch, who have apply'd themſeli 

to Navagation with greater Eagerneſs al 

more Succeſs, than any other European N 

tion, are become formidable by their pri 

digious Wealth; ſo that they now dal 
preſume to cope with Crown'd Heal 
and oppoſe the greateſt Monarchies on tiff 

Earth. » 8 

This watery Nation has ſucceeded til 

Phenicians, the Syracaſans, the Rhodians, tl 

Carthaginians, the Alexandrians and the PH 

ple of Marſeilles in the nice underſtandu 

of Trade. The Romans ſent mighty Flea 

into India and omitted Nothing that mig 

tend to the Advancement of Commer 

but that was almoſt loſt entirely fin 

the Innundation of the Barbarous Nations. 
The Eng- The Engliſh have alſo perform'd mil 

—_— Voyages, which have been Beneficial to th 

Country. They have Vilited all the Iſtand 

and all the Coaſts of the Eaſt and We 

Indies, of Africk and the North. They 
: be 


The Ro- 


mans. 


to the Hiſtory of VoY ac ts, Ce. 27 

>fides TravelFd by Land into Auſcevy, Per- 

. the Moguls Dominions, Tartary, China, 

d Ethiopia. They have diſcover'd Virgi- 

„ New England and New Scotland, bring- 

Ws Home very great Wealth from all thoſe 

Wountries at ſeveral Times. | 
No Nation has advanc'd its Trade more "oy 

Wan the Engliſh have done; for they have ſix F "TN 

ſeven ſeyeral Companies to that End, which 

ip to enrich others not concern'd, and 

ploy abundance of Poor, who muſt other- 

erwiſe go a Begging.  _ : 

About the Year 1524, King Francis the (2/4857 te 
rſt of France ſet out ſome Ships which ſail'd anada, 
pm Cape Breton along the Coaſts of Virgi- 
and Florida, for near Seven Hundred 
ne SE22ucs in Length; but the Pilot, who had 
Ae Direction of that Fleet, was taken and 
« Nvour'd by the Savages. Ten Years after, 
| at ſame Prince ſent again to diſcover Canada 
d the Cod Fiſhery. - | 
Win the Year 1555, the Sieur de Villegagnon, To Brazil. 
ight of Malta, undertook a Voyage to 
ail, in America, under the Protection of 
d e Admiral Chatillon, promiſing him to plant 
foteſtant Colonies in that Country, which 
d been before diſcover'd by Peter Alvarez, 
andull miral under Emanuel, King of Portugal. 
ee following Year Americus Veſpucius, who 
mod before diſcoyver'd the Continent, went 
ner ither on theme King's Account, for 
fuß om he to leſſion of it. The next 
ons page he made in the Year 1504, he diſ- 

mig ver'd the Bay of All-Saints. The French 
| ve 1 Country the Name of Braxil, be- 


ormil 
him 


Iſland Wuſe that Wood grows there in prodigi- 
| Wis Quantities, in ſome particular Places: 
ey he Tonpinabom and the Margajats were the 


C 3 Na- 


22 


French ſet- The French finding that Country forſake 
we there. reſolv'd to ſettle there, and People it, it 


rirſt Ai. In the Year 1598, the N 
tempt upon had a Commiſſion given H 
Canada. of Canada and other Coll 


was oblig'd to abandon, 


tugueſes took poſſeſſion o 
70 Florida 


John Ponce de Leon, a Spaniard, came upon that 


An br dar N. 


Nations of that Country, Which Villegagun 
becaufe he recei e 

no Succours from Fance; 2 whereupon the Por. 
them. 

"Charles the Ninth, King of France, by the 
Advice of the Admiral Coligni, ſent ſome 
Ships to Florida, which was not yet Inhabited 
by any Chriſtians, tho” it had been before dif 
cover'd in the Reign of King Francis the Firſt, 


ms Fo tg ww, ou fr tf iis 2% 


5 in the Year 1512, and call'd it Hon 

„ becauſe he Arriv'd there on Eaſter Sun 
* which the Spaniards call Paſqua Floridg 
on Account that at Eaſter the Flowers ap 
The Spaniards abandon'd it, 
all thoſe they ſent thithet 
y the Savage Natives. 


were devour'd 


Order to plant the Chriſtian Faith ; but th 
Civil Wars which happen'd about that Tin 
were the Occaſion of neglecting thoſe Plan 
tations. The fatal ange enges x of the Leagu 
being remov'd by the Acceſſion of King Hen 
ry the Fourth to the Crown of France, ſerl 
ous Application was again made for tx 
ſtoring of Navigation and Trade, toward 
putting the Kingdom again into a good Ft 
ſture, it being then much exhauſted. 
daxgueſs de la Roch 
te Conque 
not in tit 
Poſſeſſion of any Chriſtian Prince. He I 
Leave given him to raiſe Men, for the be 
ter Eſtabliſhing of Trade, and promoting ti 
Chriſtian Faith in thoſe Countries he ſhoull 
diſcover, that they might be Drovghs under ti 
Dominion of France. 
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* In 1603, the Sieur de Mont, a Gentleman Fer 
ſy of Xaintonge, offer d the Court a Project for Progreſ , 
2M ſettling a Colony in the new found Lands, 
which was approv'd of. A Commiſſion was 

the given him to be Lieutenant-General in New 
ml France. With this Authority he ſail'd from 
tell Havre de Grace, and with him the Sieur de 
di Poutrincour, a Gentleman of Picardy, and the 
vi Sieur Champlein. He built a Fort at Quebec, 
in order to make a farther Progreſs into 
thoſe Countries till he ſhould come to the 
Weſtern Ocean, and to endeavour thus to 
find out a new Way to Mexico. In the Year 
1609, they diſcover'd the Country of the 
Iroquois, on whom they made War. They 
found Nations of Savages arm'd with Clubs, 
Bows and Arrows. Towns paliſaded about; 
a very fruitful and pleaſant Country ; Corn, 
Vines and Fruit Trees. * el 

The Feſuits went over into Canada, in the 
Year 1611, upon the Holy Deſign of Labour- 
ing for the Converſion of Savages. The great- 
eſt Obſtacle they met with in their Conver- 
ſion was Polygamy, or the Plurality of Wives. 
which thoſe wild People could not endure 
to be depriv'd of. Beſides that thoſe Bar- 
barians are naturally Rude, given to Liber- 
tiniſm, Lazy, Superſtitious, addicted to Ma- 
gick, and ſcarce capable of the Purity of Chri- 
ſtian Religion. 8 

Another great Obſtacle againſt the making 7he Eng- 
of good Settlements in Canada, was that the liſh Fee- 
Engliſh in Virginia, who are not very remote, e. 
look d upon them with a jealous Eye, becauſe b: 
they leſſen the great Advantage they made 
by Trading with the Indians. M's 
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Canada The Company eſtabliſh'd for carrying on 
Compery- the Trade of New France, was much encou- 
'* rag'd and raisd by the Favour of Cardinal 
Richelieu, the Chief and Superintendant of 
the French Navigation and Commerce. He 
gave full Power to the Sieur de Roque mont, 
Houel and other Partners, to ſend over Colo- 
nies, and to put themſelves into a Poſture 
to oppoſe any other Potentates. An Hun- 
dred Perſons join'd and mutually bound them- 
ſelves together for fifteen Years, ingaging to pa: 
ſend over four Thouſand Perſons of both Sexes ha: 
into thoſe New Countries, and to provide them {Wan 
with all Neceſlaries. i 
weou- Three Veſſels ſail'd from Dieppe, in the {Witt 
== Year 1616, touch'd at Brazil, paſs'd in Sight ric 
for others. of the Country of Ethiopia, and arriv'd at WI! 
| Sumatra, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition Mot 
made by the Engliſh and Dutch, | In _ 1621, Wc 
a new Company: was Erected for diftant Wa 
Voyages to the Weſtward, forithe Cod and th 
Whale Fiſhery, and for ſecuring the Colo: la 
nies in New France. The great Profit made 
by thoſe New Companies, prevaibd upon be 
Lewis the XIII. to make it his ſpecial Care MA 
to ſend People into Canada, Newfoundland, MT 
St. Chriſtopher and Barbada, the Lucayo Iſlands, P 
and ſeveral other Parts. In the Year 1627 Wt! 
he ſet out an Ordinance, exhorting his Sub- Wir 
jects to erect Companies for Trade, promi- w 
fing to ſupport and allow them Conyoys of Wo! 
his Men of War; and expreſly forbidding 
all thoſe who undertook long Voyages, not WM £ 
to attempt any thing againſt the Kings, W v 
States, and Princes, who were Friends and f 
V 
| 
* 


Allies to his Crown, or their Subjects, Goods 
or Rights, purſuant to the Treaties with 
them concluded. „«ͤ„« 0 mn 
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All theſe Voyages made Way for the Mif- Advance- 
oners and Evangelical Labourers, to convey vu 4 


be Light of the Faith into all Parts: of the len. 


World; ſo that there is no Kingdom fo 
remote, or Nation ſo barbarous, where the 
Jeſuits, the Franciſcans, the Dominicans, and 
ſeveral other Religious Men have not preach'd 
the Kingdom of God, to the great Glory 
and Advancement of the Chriſtian Name. 
Among the reſt, the Jeſuits,” who take a 
particular Vow in Relation to Miſſions, 
have fignaliz'd their Zeal by their Patience 
and Shedding of their Blood, even to the 
utmoſt Bounds of the Earth. They have 
ſetled themſelves in Aſia, Africk and Ame- 
rica, at Siam, in China, and Japan, in the 
Iſlands of the Eaſt Indies, along the Coaſts 
of Guinea, in the Kingdom of Tunquin, and 
Heveral other Places, where they made 
a couſiderable Progreſs towards. eſtabliſhing 
the Chriſtian Faith, as appears by the late Re- 
lations they have publiſn'd. 

I look upon St. Francis Naverius to have 51. Xire- 
been the greateſt Traveller of all Modern rius. 
Apoſtles. Thoſe who haye computed his 
Travels reckning up the Diſtance of all the 

Places he was at, putting them all toge- 


© ther at Length, have found that he had run 


in his Way Thirty Three Thouſand Leagues, 
which is above three Times round the Compaſs 
of the Earth. 


There is ſtill af infinite Number of Reli- NMiſtons. 

gious Men of all Orders, who ſpend their | 

whole Lives with a more than Heroick Re- 

ſolution, in Travelling among the moſt Sa- 

vage Nations, in order to root out Vice, 

Holatry and Superſtition, and to bring over 

thoſe People to the Knowledge and * 
. 0 
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of the true God. The Secular Prieſts and par. 
ticularly thoſe Gentlemen of the foreign Miſ. 
ſions, are no leſs zealous' than the Regular; 
Some are ſent every Year out of their Semi. 
nary, to the extreme Parts of the World, to 
preach che Goſpel with immenſe Labour and 
Toil. There only remain, at preſent, ſome 
Countries towards the North and Soath which 
have not been diſcover'd, and whither the 
5 of the Goſpel has not been as yet con. 
vey'd. SRP) 

Since the eftabliſhing of ſo many excellent 
Manufactures in Fance, thro* the Care and 
Induſtry of the late Monſieur Colbert, the carry. 
ing on a Trade with all Nations upon the Earth 
is grown much eaſier, ſupplying them with our 
Product, our Manufactures and ſuch Abundance 
of exquiſitive Curioſities of all ſorts, as we art 
able to furniſh, in Exchange for the Richeſt 
Commodities tobe found in ſtrange Countries, 
without being neceſſitated to carry Money out 
of the Kingdom. | 


Deſign of All the World is ſufficiently convinc'd of 
this Work. the great Advantages that are to be made of 
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the Knowledge of and Acquaintance with 
ſtrange Countries; either for the Advancement 
of Trade; for ſatisfying the Curioſity of thoſe 
who only covet Information; or for the en- 
flaming the Zeal of others, who have Reſolu- 
tion enough to go carry the Light of the Goſ- 
pel into thoſe vaſt Countries, which til 
groan under the Darkneſs of Ignorance, of Su- 
perſtition and Idolatry. This has made me 
conclude it would be a conſiderable Piece o 
Service to the Publick, to give them a com- 
pleat Catalogue of all Authors ancient and 
modern, who have writ Hiſtories and Rela 
tions of all the Voyages and Travels under- 
taken in all Parts of the World. Ac 


of the Lives and Adventures of the Travel- 
lers, with a brief Account of their Travels; 
and of what is moſt curious and remarkable 
in them, either relating to natural Hiſtory, 
or to Geography, the Cuſtoms, Manners, 
Trade, Religion and Hiſtory of the Country; 
we ſhall carefully examine the Works we are 
to take in Pieces, and give an impartial Judgs 
ment concerning the Character of their Nar - 
ration. This Abridgement will plainly de- 
monſtrate the great Advantages of Travel - 
ling, and what Credit is to be given to the 
Relations of Travellers; we ſhall preſcribe 
Rules for the better diſtinguiſhing between 
ſuch Authors and Facts as deſerve to be be- 
liey'd, and fach as do not. Thoſe who have 
not Leiſure, or at leaſt not Application e- 
nough to read ſo many large Volumes as 
have been writ by Travellers, will have 
their Satisfaction in the Abſtracts we ſhall 
give them, where in a few Words they will 


find as much as will ſuffice to anſwer their 
Curioſity. 


For we ſhall give them a particular View A#ſtrafs 
of all the remarkable Travels ſince the Be- 7 


ginning of the World till our Days; we ſhall 
lay down the Reaſons there were for under- 
taking of them, and the Defign of the At- 
tempt, with the Succeſs towards the Improve- 
ment of Philoſophy, Phyſick and Aſtronomy, 
&c. We ſhall endeavour to prove the Ad- 
vantage, that may be made in Trade, the 
Faults that have been committed, and the 
Meaſures to be taken for ſucceeding 
in the Time to come. We ſhall treat 
of the ſettling of Colonies, ſent abroad Dy 

0 
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Accordingly we ſhall deliver the Titles of erfor- 
their Works; we ſhall make an Abſtract uce. 


u 
„ 
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ſo many ſeveral Nations; and mark down 
the Lears in which thoſe Voyages were per: 
form'd, the Names of the Perſons and of 
_ the Princes that ſent them, either to ſettle 
Trade, or to acquire a more perfect Know- 
| ledge of thoſe Places. 

—_ We ſhall alſo give ſome. Idea of Naviga- 
tion, which in our Days has been brought to 
great Perfection; ſince Men now ſail with as 
much Safety to the fartheſt Parts of the Earth, 
as they do to the Countries they are beſt ac- 
quainted with. Thoſe who travel and have 
any Inſight in the Sphere and the Mathemas 
ticks, might ſtill add farther Perfection to Na- 
vigation, by ſetting down the Diſtances of 
Places exactly, obſerving of Longitudes and 

the Variation of the Compaſs. 
Multitude Tho? ſeveral Authors have writ concern- 


of Authors. ing the ſame Travels, yet we ſhall not forbear Þ 


making Extras of them, for the furniſh- 
ing a more compleat Hiſtory of every Country, 
and an exact Geography. For it being impoſ- 
ſible for a Traveller to ſee and obſerve all 
Things, thoſe who come after him take notice 
of conſiderable Matters that had eſcap'd his 
Search ; beſides that the Agreement we find 


in ſeveral Relations left to Poſterity by divers | 


Perſons of diſtinct Countries, is an undeniable 
Proof, that they have deliver'd the real Truth 
in their Writings, and that we may rely on 
what they tell us. ; 

Order of The firſt Part of this Collection ſhall con- 
this Work. tain the Voyages made into the North and 
South America, to the Streights of Magellan 
and into the Pacifick or South Sea, in due 
Order of Time as they happen'd, beginning 
from Chriſtopher Columbus and Americus Veſpu- 
cius and deſcending to this Time. * Bay 
Fe 1 | ollow 


may pups 
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follow the Voyages into Africk and Egype, 
along the Coaſts of Barbary, and © thoſe of 
the Ocean, from the Streights Mouth to 
the Iſlands of Madagaſcar, up the Red Sea, 
and the Travels by Land into the Country. 
The Readers Curiofity ſhall be ſatisfy'd as 
to all the Rarities of Aſia ; he ſhall have laid 

before him all that ' is Remarkable in the 

Leſſer Aſia, the Holy Land, Perſia, India, Tar- 

tary, China, Japan, and the adjacent Iſlands. 

We are better acquainted with all that re- 

lates to Europe, and thoſe Things being near- 

er to us, we ſeem to have the leſs Regard 

for them; however we ſhall' not omit ta- 

king an exact View of "that Part of the 
World, and giving curious Extracts of all 
Travels into Italy, France, Spain, the Le- 
van, the North, Germany, England and all 

the other Kingdoms and Republicks of Ez- 

rope. Nothing that is trivial, or generally 
known to all the World ſhall be here de- 
lived, but only ſuch Things as may be 
thought worthy the Obſervation of the moſt 
Judicious Perſons. 

To the End that nothing be wanting in gf ;þe A. 
his Work, which may any Way be ſatis- hors. 
factory to a curious and ingenious Reader, 
he ſhall have the Names of the Authors, who 
have writ of all ſorts' of Voyages and Tra- 
vels; and ſhart Criciziſmes on their Works. 

The Authentick ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from 

the Apocryphal, that ſo every Man may 

have Recourſe to the Writers of Repuration, 

who have receiv'd the moſt general Credit 

and Applauſe. | 
An infinite Number of Manuſcripts has Saniſb 

been found in the Archives of Peru, and 49% 
new Spain, which a very learn'd Man _ 

caus 


8 As Injroduttory Diftourſe, 
cuus d to be printed, and wilt afford mueli 
Light for the better underſtanding of Au» 
thors. Thoſe who have writ. the Affairs of 
India, as Abraham Ortelius, Aut any de Herrera, 

Brother Mphon/o Fernandez. and Maldonado, 
have not been ſo nice and exact in their 
Relations as could be wiſh'd. Such as go 
over to the Meß Indies make it their Bus 
ſineſs rather to ſeek for Gold and Silver 
than to enquire into what relates to Sciences. 
This, which ought to be the Principal Aim, 
is as it were laid aſide, and whatſoever is done 

towards it is with much Negligence and Su- 
perficially. It is a Fault the Spaniards may 
with ſome Colour of Juſtice be charg'd with, 
there is more Information to be had in the 
Books of Foreigners than in their own; of 
all that relates to the Conqueſts they have 
made in the new World. | | 
Strangers. This Aſſertion of mine will eafily be cre - 
dited, if we conſult the Works of Sir Mater 
Rawleigh, which he compos'd about Gui 
and the River Dorado; Hatkiluit and Jobs 
Baptiſta Ramuſio, whoſe Works are in three 
Volumes in Folio; Samuel Purchas, in five] 
Volumes in Folio; Gaſper Borleus, in his new 
World ; Jerome Benzone and Levinius Apot- 
lonius, in their Hiſtories ; Theodore de Br 
and his Sons in their Voyages; Jobn Buterws, in 
- his Relations; Antony Mag inus and Gerard Mer- 
cator, in their Deſcriptions, &c. All theſe Au- 
thors are perfectly well acquainted with the 
new World ; they ſpent more Time and took 
more Pains to learn the Curioſities, than to 
gather the Wealth of it. | | 
Taver. Pliny ſays it is the Nature of Man to love 
1 Novelty, and that it is this Natural Incli- 
nation which prompts him to Travel. 1 
| ave 
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have in our Days ſeen | Monſieur Tauernier, at 
fourſcore Years of Age, ſet out on his Jour- 
Wney. to Perſa, with as much Alacrity, as 
much Eagerneſs, and as little Concern, as 
if he were but going to Yer/ailles. He could 
not prevail upon bimſelf to reſt long in a 
Place, after he bad ſpent his whole Life 
in travelling. Man is naturaly reſtleſs, the 
Sight of the ſame Objects becomes of- 
fenſive to him. This it is that puts him 
pon going far from bis native Country, to 
ind out fomething new, that may furniſh 
Win Matter of Admiration, or pleaſe his 
urioſity; improve his Knowledge, or feed 
- Avarice and covetous Temper with Hope 
df Gain. | 


End Accompliſh'd, and removing all he has 
What is rude and unpoliſh'd. Anacharſis the 
Philoſopher, by Birth a Scythian, undertook 


ter 
vis Wcveral Journeys to disburden himfelt of the 
ohn Rar barous and Savage Cuſtoms he had con- 


raged in his Native Country: It is moſt 


ive Nrertain that thoſe, who never have been out 
cw f Sight of their Father's Houſes, ſeldom 
pol-WWreive to any great Perfection either in Arts, 
zer Sciences. We every Year ſend young 
„n rofcients in Painting and Architecture to 
ler- Nome, to render them perfect in thoſe noble 
Au- arts, by viewing the many exquiſite Mo- 
the Mels, and copying the rare Originals there 


Ire in that Metropolis of the World. No- 
hing is more certain than that the Imagi- 
ation muſt be fed with new Objects, which 
ay in {ome meaſure lift it above it ſelt. 
hen a Man continually beholds the ſame 
hing, he has always the ſame Idea's, and 


his 
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It may well be ſaid, that travelling is uſe- Anachar- 
ul for the rendring of Man more Polite fis. 


1 
bis Fancy is confin'd to a narrow Com- ne 
EE T6 — 
Tbileſo- Pehl ſrarn, makes Apollonius Thyaneus ſay, "He 
MT That, if young Man deſires to gain... 
Reputation, he muſt Travel into ſtrange en 
Countries, as if he were baniſh'd his own. io 
The Daintineſs, Sloath, and Indulgence Meu live 
are bred with, who never ſtir out of their e 
own Country, dulls the Soul, and render Rio 
| it incapable of aiming at high Things... 
„ If we may believe Pliny, ſeveral of the greateſt x] 
N Philoſophers, as Pythagoras, Empedocles, De- x 
1 mocritus, Plato, &c. croſs'd. the Seas, more 

1 like baniſh'd Men, than Travellers. They: 
= were afraid leſt a delicate and eaſie Courſe Non 
<= of Life, Conveniencies and Pleaſures, which, 
= —' _ they might have enjoy'd at Home, ſhould} x] 
take them off from Labour and the Study ond 
Es Wiſdom. 4 1 | | Cf 
Travellers It is not enough to Travel, to croſs the... 

a N 2 Seas, and to vifit abundance of Kingdom tt. 
i" ali d. and Provinces; there muſt be Senſe andi 
*. judgment to make an Advantage of Travel id 
* ling. Plato directed, that the State ſhould]... 
bl make Choice of diſcreet, and ſolid Perſons. 
ii to Travel, to the End that being preſent at 18 
4 the Publick Games, at the Ceremonies in the 
1 Temples, the General Aſſemblies of the Pee... 
Cl ple in ſtrange Countries, they might pick. 
. all they found moſt worthy to be obſery ro 
. to impart it to their Countrymen at theirs . 
4 | Return. EN | an 
Travels Experience has ſhown that ſeveral young, 
mendMan- Perſons, who were ruin'd through Sloath and . 

% Debauchery, in their own Countries, have Har 

by Travelling, become Sober, TemperateF... 

and Virtuous. Marcus Aurelius, the Empe-. 

rour, found no better Method to give 4M... 
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heck to the Diſorders, extravagant Expen- 
es, and Diſſolution of his Collegue Lucius 


ern,, than by engaging him in making War 
nb: the Parthians ; that the 'Fatigue of Tra- 
**Wclling, and the Dangers of a{/Foreign War, 
n 


ight find him ſo much Employment, as to 


ughivert him from Pleaſure; and that the Peo- 
ple of Rome might not be "Witneſs of his 
Riots, and by being Abroad he might learn 
o be a good Husband, and moderate his 
1 xpences. | 

e 


um'd all his Eſtate ; but he was nothing 
Foncern'd at that Lols, ſaying, I had not 
Wren ſa fe, unleſs thoſe Goods had been loſk. An 
xpreſſion worthy ſo great a Philoſopher, 
Ind which Valerius Maximas, who has recorded 
t, admires, as the Effect of a Wiſdom abſolutely: 


me onſummare. | Anaxagoras had perhaps never 
4 Nttain'd to ſuch a high Degree of Virtue, and 
ze 0 perfect a Contempt of all Things, had he 


ways liv'd in his Native Country, and con- 
ented himſelf as moſt Men do, with look- 
ng no farther than to preſerve or improve 
is Patrimony. This is, very likely, one 
bf the Things that moſt of all makes. Men de- 
generate, and keeps them in a mean Eſtate; 
rhereas thoſe who travel are diſengag'd 


ay give their Mind' the freer Scope to 
ange. | | 


— Ancients added an infinite Perfection to 2 44 
at arts and Sciences, by the Aſſiſtance of Tra- 


a thoſe Days every one took Care to 
Lauſe the new Diſcoveries, he made in any 
1.) Sclence, 


rom all thoſe Cares and conſequently 


ſelling; and the Reaſon of it is, becauſe, 


n 
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Whilft Anaxagotas Travell'd, his Kindred, raiſe f 
thoſe who envy'd him waſted and con- Mind. 


Sciences. 


France, 


gives. 


Mountains, in Caves, and under the Ruimf 


Hiſtence in But not to look back ſo far how great 
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Science, to be carv'd on Stone or Brick, Id 
Herodotus and Joſephus aſſure us, ſpeaking, off®iec 
the Chaldeans, the Phenicians and the Egyptians Hint 
So that the Travellers who went to conſult, 
thoſe Monuments, fill'd their Collections withio+ 
Abundance of Curious Remarks, wherewith 
they enrich'd their Country at their Rel 
turn. There are ſtil Monuments of this 
fort found under Ground, in the Fields, on 


of ancient Structures. | 


Advantages has France reap'd by the Ot 
ſervations of our modern Travellers, for the 
greater Perfection of Geography, Navigati- 
on, and all the Parts of the Mathematicks? 
How great Wealth, and what Precious Silks 
have been brought from China, and other 
the remoteſt Countries? 


F mms How much is the Publick beholding tofi 
ws Xing Lewis the Great, who has made ſuch noble 


Proviſion within his Kingdom and in foreign 
Countries, as Africk and America, for the 
Advancement of Sciences and the Improve: 
ment of Arts? He has ſent abroad able 
Men, furniſn'd with excellent - Inftruments, 
to take Latitudes and make other neceſſarj 
Obſervations for attaining the Perfection of 
Navigation. His extraordinary Care in ſup: 
porting the Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 
rica and Canada, has procur'd his People Abun- © 
dance of Things neceſſary for the Satisfaction 
of this Life and for promoting of Trade by 
the Addition of curious Manufactures of all 
Sorts. Butall this1s nothing, if compar'd with] 
the Zeal he ſhows, in ſending out Miſſioners 
at his own Coſt, into China, Japan, Syria, and 
many other Parts. He now maintains a con- 

„ ſiderable 


to the Hiſtory f Vo YA GES, &c: 
fiderable number of young Men, in the Col- 
ledge, which bears his Name, and ſends them 
into their own Countries, . when they. have 
ut nn i'd their Studies. Theſe young Miſſioners 
ot ſeveral Nations, for there are Greeks, Turks, 
Armenians and ſeveral others, go back to con- 
Neert their Kindred and Countrymen to the 
Faith of JESUS CHRIST, and to proclaim 
very Where the Magmificence of their Bene- 
factor, to the immortal Glory of that great 
Prince. | 

Thus much may ſuffice towards proving the 
Excellency and Advantages of travelling ; 


theWevery one will be much more fully convinc'd 
ati-Wof it by reading the Collection deſign'd here 
— to be given to the publick, of all the conſi- 
ilke 


erable Voyages and Travels, which have been 
per form'd into all Parts of the World. 


The End of the Introductory Diſcourſe. 
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VOYAGEs and TRAVELS 


Into the Old and New . 
WOR L D. 
1 


Chriſtopher Columbus ſets out upon Dif. 
covery. Account of the Canary Iſlands. 


— 


Hiriſtopher Columbus was born at Column. 
=» Genoa, of mean Parentage, and bus'sBirth 
from his Infancy apply'd himſelf &c. 
to Navigation, as moſt of the 
Genoeſes do, who have no For- 
tunes. He had a ſharp, ſpright- 
ly Wit, and great Capacity; and having be- 
gan early to addict himſelf to examine the 
Motions of the Heavens, and to perfect him- 
ſelf in the Uſe of the Aſtrolabe _ __ 

| Ultru- 


: Towering. 
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Inſtruments proper for Navigation, he in a ſhort 
Time made very conſiderable Progreſs in that 
Profeſſion ; in fo much, that he far exceeded 
all the ableſt and moſt expert Navigators 
of his Time. He at firſt perform'd ſeveral 
Voyages out of the Streights, towards Por- 
tugal, nicely obſerving what Winds general. 
ly blew, during the ſeveral Seaſons of the 
Year. Being of a ſtrong and healthy Con- 
ſtitution, at forty Years of Age, he reſolv'd 
to attempt a Voyage for Diſcovery of the 
new World, and to find out all thoſe 
mighty Treaſures, that were there ſhut up 


Firſt De-from the Knowledge of Europeans for ſo ma- 
er of diſ-ny Ages, He made this Project known to 


the moſt conſiderable Men of the Repub- 
lick of Genoa, propoſing to them to rig 
and fit out ſome Ships, with all Neceſlaries} 


for the undertaking of fo great an Enter: 


prize. This Deſign, at firſt Sight, appear'd 
to them altogether Chimerical, and they 
Jook'd upon all Columbus ſaid to them, of 4 
Poſlibility of going to the utmoſt Extremt- 
ty of the World, according to the Rules of 
his Art; as a meer Dream and Fable; 
tho' they had before heard talk of a valt 
Iſland, which lay at a great Diſtance from 
the Mouth of the Streights, diſcover'd ma» i 
ny Ages before and mention'd, by Ancient 
Authors. | | 


oes into Columbus perceiving how little notice his 


Country-men took of his Propaſal, went 
away into Portugal and made the fame Of 
fers to that King as he had before done 
to the Genoeſes, The Poriugueſe Sailers, who 
are naturally proud, and intractable, pre: 
ſently rejected the Overtures of Columbus, 


with Scorn, looking upon them as extra» 


| yagank 


of V 
7agant Notions, and little better than Mad- 
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x. neſs, being | offended that any Man ſhould 
led reſume to de better $kill'd than they, in 
2 Art of Navigation, tho' as yet they 


had ſail'd no farther than along the Coaſts 

pf Africk, without venturing out of Sight 

of Land; for they were even then of the 
Opinion of the Ancients, who beliey'd that, 
rhoſoever ſhould dare draw near to the, 
Equino@ial, would be quite burnt by the“ . 
Sun. Thus they refas'd to give any Credit 


oe what they were told of the Voyages of 
an Wome Mariners, who departing from Cadiz, 
d rounded all Africk and gone up into the 
ro <9 Sea. 


The Ignorance or Jealouſy of the Portugueſes With- 

diſappointed all -Columbus's Deſigns, who 9475 imo 

Wccing the Hopes he had conceiv'd fallen 0 Hin, 
nothing, and having heard talk of the great 


wy eneroſity and Magnificence of Ferdinand the 
* atholick King of Spain, and of Queen Elizabeth, 
I Whis Conſort, reſoly'd to go away to that 


ourt, and never to depart from it, till he 

had perſwaded them to furniſh him with ſome 

hips to facilitate his Deſign of diſcovering the 

ew World. He had ſeveral Times the 
Honour of diſcourſing their Majeſties, and- 

the Grandees of Spain upon the Subjects of 

Fhis mighty Projects, which he deliver'd to 

them, and repreſented with ſach Aſſurance 

and Confidence, that they could not but give 

ſome Credit to his Word. However, ſome 
Courtiers ſtill looking upon him, as a vain 
conceited Man, all his Propoſals, and Extoli'd f 
Projects had like to have vaniſnh'd into Smoke, a 
and he was near being treated in Spain, as 

he had been at Genoa, and in Portugal. 


But 


40 _ 
His Pro- 
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Their firſt... The Baron 1 1 ew in the Pro 
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But Providence, which had decreed to * diei 
uſe of the Bravery: and Skill of Columbus, for 
the Diſcovery of ſo many vaſt Countries, til 
then unknown to the ableſt Men, put it inti Mz 
the Heart of Queen Iſabel or Elizabeth to en. Ho 
tertain Thoughts of 1 that mighty cau 
Enterpriſe, after ſeveral Conferences - with 
Columbus who had been ſome Years: at he 
Court. That Princeſs had a generous Soul, 
and was always full of mighty Deſigns, with 
outs ever being deterr'd by any Difficulties tha 
obſtructed ' her Enterpriſes, all Which | ſh 
ſurmounted with an invincible Courage an 
Patience. Being perſwaded by the Reaſon 
Columbus alledg*d of the Poſſibility and Like 
lyhood of Succeſs in the Undertaking, fht 
prevail'd upon the King her Husband, whiff 
caus'd three Ships to be fitted out, on whic 
Columbus embark'd, about the Beginning d 


a 
Auguſt, in the Year 1492, with 120 Men P 
They ſail'd from Cadiz and made the Can a 
Iſlands, which the - Ancients call'd the Fort 
nate Iſlands, ſeated in 28 Degrees of Nori i 
Latitude, and 250 Leagues diſtant from Cadid 1 


They were call'd the Fortunate Iſlands, becaul 

of the excellent Temperature of their Ar 
which 1s ſuch, that throughout the whole Vea 
there is no exceſlive Heat, nor:-intolerabl 
Cold. Some have been of Opinion that th 
Fortunate Iſlands, are thoſe near Cabo Ven 
on the Coaſt of Africk, now in the Poſſeſſio 
of the Portugueſes, and lying in 17 Degres 


of North Latituge, call'd the Iſlands of Ca 3 
Verde. 


vince of Normandy, had diſcover'd the Cana 
” INands, long before Chriſtopher Columbus, wa 


rat for he ſaird * Roc hel, with the 


Siem 
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dieür de la Salle, on the firſt of Aſay 1402; 
and arriv'd at the Canaries, in the Month of 

July, of that ſame Vear. He made himſelf 
Maſter of them, and came in Perſon to do 
Homage for them to the King of Spain, be- 
cauſe he is the neareſt Chriſtian Prince to 
the Canaries. Some Authors reckon ſeven of 
theſe Iſlands, and others ten; for the recon- 
ciling of both which Opinions, it may be 
faid that ſeven of them are inhabited, and 
the other three deſert. ' They were calPd 
Canaries from the Great Number of Dogs, 
or of Goats at firſt found in them. The In- 
habitants of them' are very dexterous, great 
Leapers, expert at throwing of Stones, active 
and cleverly made, like the Bzſcainers. When 
the French came thither, they had no other 
Weapons but, Arrows and Darts; and were 
all Idolaters, worſhipping the Sun and Stars. 
Polygamy was allow'd and us'd throughout 
all the Country; but that which is a grea- 
ter Proof of the Barbarity of thoſe Iſlanders, 
is a ſtrange Cuſtom they obſerv'd, when any 
Lord took Poſſeſſion there of his little Do- 

W minions; for then ſeveral offer d themſelves 
voluntarily to die in Honour of the Solem- 
nity, and with a brutal Courage caſt them- 
ſelves headlong from the Top of a very 
high Mountain. The fame Ceremony was 
obſery'd upon certain Feſtivals, kept in Ho- 
nour of a Deity they ador'd, in a Temple 
ſeated on the Brink of a Mountain, then they 
threw themſelves headlong into a vaſt Depth, 
out of a Religious Principle, dancing and 
ſinging, their Prieſts aſſuring them, that they 


mould enjoy all forts of Pleaſures after ſuch 
a noble Death. - n 


They 


4) 


Barberoys 


+ Ptber Cu- They had not yet learnt the Uſe of Fire 


Enmity 4- 
mong them 
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but eat the Fleſn of Beaſts raw, and bleeds 
ing; yet had ſome confuſe” Notion of a Dei. 
ty, which puniſh'd the wicked and rewar- 
ded Virtudus Perſons. They made Uſe of 
ſharp Stones, like Flints, for ſhaving of their 
Heads. Gold and Silver was in their Opil- 
nion of no more Value than Sand, or Shells. 
The Women took not the Pains to fuckle 
their own Children, but made them ſuck 
She Goats. As barbarous as thoſe People 
then were, they had ſtill fome regular Me- 
thod of Government. An hundred and ninety 
of the principal Men had the Management 
of all civil Affairs, and every thing that 
concern'd Religion. There were alſo among 
them ſome Kings, or ſovereign Princes, whom 
they obey'd and follow'd; when they made 
War upon one another. They thought it a 
diſhonour to kill any Beaſt, and therefore 
left that to be done by their Slaves, or other 
baſe Perſons. If any Man of what Condition 
ſoever happen'd to forget himſelf, in this 
particular, they would ſeparate him from 
the reſt of the People, and account him 
infamous. i! 0. 
The Inhabitants of the ſeveral Iſlands, 
look'd upon one another as Enemies, much 
after the fame Manner as is practis'd be- 
tween the Iroguois and Hurons in Canada, 
who eat one another. So the Inhabitants 
of theſe Iſlands, kill'd and butcher'd one a: 
nother without any Mercy, or Compaſſion. 
The ſame :Uſage they gave to Strangers 
that happen'd to come upon their Iſland, 
when they were ſtrongeſt. When the Spaniaras 
could catch any of them, they made Slaves 
of and fold them, like Horſes. By oy 
| Slaves 
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of VOYAGES and TEAVELS. 43 
Waves the Situation and Wealth of thoſe 
lands came to be Known, and that'veca» 
ond the Deſire of conquering; them. 

In one of theſe: Iflands is a Mountain of a : 
rodigions Height, riſing up in a Point, and brain for 
afting-out Fire, Flames, Smoke and Aſhes 
Fits, like Mount Etna in Sicily. It is above 
teen Miles to the Top of this Mountain, 
hich is call'd the Peak of Tentrif, and it will 
aauire three Days to go up to it. Being 
one to the Top of it, a Man may fee a- 
Nose fifty Leagues round, and plainly diſco- 
ers all the other Neighbouring Hands. The 
Told being exceſſive on the Top of this Hill, 
ere is no going up to it, but from the 
Middle of May to the Middle of Auguſt. 
In the Iſland of Ferro, or Hierro, which is 
ee of the Canaries, there is no Spring, Ri- 
er, Fountain, Rain, or other Water; but 
aa 0 make Amends, there are certain Trees, co- 
erd with thick Clouds and Fogs ; which 
otinually drop and furniſ Plenty of Wa- 
er. Under theſe Trees there is a Ciſtern 
r Baſon to receive a ſuſhcient Quantity of 
Vater for the Inhabitants and Cattle of 
ee Ifland. Lewis Fackſon an Engliſhman, a 
as exactly deſcrib'd the Nature and Quali- 

es of this wonderful Tree, which is as big 
bout as an Oak, and about ſix or ſeven Fa- 
oc high, the Branches ſpreading ſomewhat 
oſe and open, the Leaf like that of the 
rel, white within and green without. 
be Tree bears neither Fruit nor Bloſſoms; 
ies and ſeems to wither in the Day, and 
eprops all the Night, when the Cloud is di- 
iy over it. The Water gather'd in the 
aſon runs out thro? ſeveral leaden Pipes, 
Ind is convey'd into many other _— 
a 
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all about the Iſland. This principal Baſo 
contains near 20000 Tun, and is filfd wa 
one Night, which would ſeem incredible j 
did not daily Experience evince the Tru 

of it. There are believ'd to be in th 
Iſland about eight Thouſand Men, Wome 
and Children, and about an hundred Thouſand 
r | 

Ramuſio and ſome other Authors infor 
us, that in the Iſland of St. Thomas, unde 
the Line, there is a Mountain always coli 
ver'd with Trees, which the Clouds do wel 
fo abundantly, that the Water dropping 
from them is ſufficient to nouriſh all than! 
Fields about, which are full of Sugar Cane 
The Trunks, the Branches and the Les, 
of theſe Trees ſweat all the Night, an 
till two Hours after Sun-Riſing. There 
another Thing very commendable belongi 
to theſe Iſlands, which is, that they brew 
no Venomous Creature, no more than & 
zil. But on the other Hand, the Rabbe 
do ſo undermine all Parts, that the C 
and Vineyards are very much damagd wlll 
them; in ſo much that the Inhabitants havin 
been formerly forc'd to abandon them, a 
ſeek out other Habitations. | j 
The Ifland of Madera is the biggeſt of alM' 
the Neighbouring Iſlands, as being 140 Me 
in Compaſs. Abundance of Sugar is ma 
in it, yet moſt of that, which in Europe WW 
call'd Madera Sugar, comes from Brazzl. TW 
cleanſe, they boil it ſeveral Times, and tn: 
more it is boil'd and cleans'd, the bette 
it is. The third Boiling makes it white 
—— the fourth and fifth Candies it like 4 
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The Fertility of the C Hands is not Frriility of 


f Corn, excellent Wine, Sugar, Wax, Ho- 
ey, Fruit, and all Sorts of Creatures. They 
Ire Inhabited by the Natives and Spaniards; 
ave one Biſhop, who is Suffragan to the 
etropolitan of Sevil ; and thè neareſt of 
hem are but twelve Leagues from the Con- 
lnent of Africk; for ſome others are at 
Feaſt ſixty Leagues off. That which is call'd 
ran Canaria, is about forty Leagues in Com- 
aſs, and has near nine Thouſand Inhabitants. 
W he Natives formerly were clad in Goats 
Pins, made like long Coats. When the 
Wands were conquer'd they rctir'd into the 
Tlefts of Rocks. Their uſual Suſtenance was 
Dogs Fleſh and Goats Milk, wherewith 
Whey kneeded Barley Meal, to make Bread, 
hich is very wholeſome. They gather'd 
their Corn, in February and May, and 
eir Bread was very white. The Sugar 
omes but once in two Years in the beſt 
$01] ; when the Plant is too old, it muſt be 
ranſplanted elſewhere. It was not with- 
ut Reaſon that the Ancients gave, the Ca- 
Vie, the Name of the Fortunate Iſlands, for 
hatſoever grows there is extraordinary good, 
e Wine, the Melons, the Apples, the Pears, 
he Oranges, the Lemons, the Pomgranates, 
he Figs and the Peaches are all in Per- 
ction. They breed and maintain Oxen, 


eys, Pigeons, red Partridges, and in ſhort 
p Things neceſlary for Conveniency, or De- 
gt. | 
The Ifland of Madera was ſo call'd by 
e Portugueſes, who poſſeſs'd themſelves of 
on Account of the Abundance of the 
Wood 


be expreſs d:; for they produce abundance 


- 7 1 ies, Oe. 


ows, Goats, Sheep, Capons, Fowl, Tur- 


Madera. 


na- 
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Wood there was in it, as Cedars, Cyprt 
and other large Trees. It is about Sixt 
Leagues to the Southward the Moatt 
of the Streights It is likely enough th 
the People originally inhabiting the Cali 
zary Wands, came out of 'Africk, © becauld 
of its nearneſs, for there is but twelve 
fifteen Leagues Sea between them. Pliny ob 
ſerves that there were People in Mauri 
nia, towards Mount Arlas, calfd Canaria 
who fed upon raw Fleſh, upon the Entrails 
g wild Beaſts and Serpents. 1 | 
Tenerife. Sir Edmund Scory, an Engliſh Knight," if 
| his Remarks, has taken Notice that th 
Iſland of Terersfe, in which is the Mount 
fifreen Miles high above mention'd, is til 
Pleaſanteſt of all the Canaries, About hi 5 
the Way up this Hill may be gone upoli 
Aſſes, or Mules, the reſt is to be gone 
Foot, with incredible Labour. About thi 
Mid-way, the cold Air is inſupportable, 
the Top and Bottom it is very Hot; ſo tha 
when a Man is in the Middle, he muſt af 
ways keep on the South Side and go up 
Day; but when he draws near the T 
he muſt keep to the North Side and go WW 
Night. Every one carries his Proviſion witli 
him. The midſt of the Summer muſt þ 
pitch'd upon to go up to the Top, to avol 
the great Falls of Water, coming down from 
the melted Snow, and they may ſtay ther 
till Sun Riſing, but no longer. When ti 
Sun is come upon the Horrizon of the Sel 
it appears as round as a Ball, and much le 
than when beheld from the Surface of tif 
Earth. The Light which is the Forerunnt 
of the Sun Riſing, is like a mighty Flam 
and reſembles that which comes out 4 
0 
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ot Oven. From the Top of this Moun- 
ain, all the other - Iflands look like one 
tire plain Plat of Land, tho' there be a- 
ove twenty Thouſand pecked and unequal 
docks. It never Rains on the Top of this 
Wountain, as Reaſon it ſelf manifeſtly ſhows, 
eccauſe the Clouds are far below it; and for 
She ſame Reaſon, the Wind never blows 
Where. If any great Stone be rouPd down 
e Hole there is in the Midſt of the Moun- 
ia, it ſounds as if ſome mighty Weight 
Wl] upon many Braſs Veſlels. 9TH 
it is the Ifland of Tenerife that produces Malmſey. 
Wat excellent Malmſey, which is the only 
ine that can be carry'd all the World 
er, without being ſpoild, All other Wines 
cher turn Vinegar, or elſe freeze and be- 
me Ice, when they are near the North 
Wd South Poles. Here is alſo a Sort of 
ine-Tree, which the Inhabitants call the 
mortal Tree, becauſe it ne'er rots either r 
Move or. under Ground, nor in the Water; 
is as red and hard as the Brazil Wood: If 
We may believe the Relations of the Spank 
ds, there is Wood enough in one of theſe 
rs to cover the Church call'd de los Re- 
adios, which is eighty Foot in Length, and 
ry in Breadth. There is ſtill another 
ree in this Ifland, of a prodigious Bigneſs, 
lich they call the Dragon Tree; the Bark Dragon 
it is like a Dragon's Scales, and thence Trees 
erhaps it had the Name. The Leaves of it 
e about two Foot long, and like the Flags 

our Marſhes. From this Tree diſtils a 
Naar red Gum, call'd Dragon's Blood, much 
tter than that which comes from Goa and 


unn 
ame rher Parts of the Eaſt Indies. The Lan- 
of Wage of the Natives has much Reſemblance 


With 
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with that of the Moors of Barbary. Whey 
the Baron de Bentencouy arriv'd in theſe Iſlandy 
all the Natives were Heathens and Ido 
ters; but yet they; worſhipp'd 4 Being, ii 
whom they — a Sovereign Powerf 
and gave him Names ſignifying in their ra 
guage, the moſt High, the moſt Mighty 
and the Preſerver of all Things. The 
had ſome confaſe Knowledge of the Immor 
tality of the Soul, and of the Puniſhmen 
of Wicked Perſons. When the Seaſon provi 
irregular, either on Account of too much o ; | 
no Rain, they drove their Goats and Sheriff 

to a certain Place, and parted the young 
ones from their Dams, believing that: 2M 

Bleating of theſe Creatures might appeaſe the 1 

Wrath of Heaven, and that when the Af 4 

er of the Lord was appeas d, he would 

11 them with all they had Occaſuſ 

"tp 

They obſerv'd ſome Form of Governmenl 

Monarely. as to their Civil Affairs owning a King, ll 

whom they paid ſome ſort of Submiſſion 

and his Children ſucceeded him in thai 

Authority. They ſubjected themſelves to ti 

Rules of lawful Matrimony and Baſtar( 

were excluded from any Right of Inheritancal 

The Youth exercis'd themſelves in running 

caſting of Darts, throwing of Stones aid 

Dancing; to which Employments the Nu 

tives ſeem to bear an Inclination to thi 

Day. 

Above all they ſeem to me very commet 
anne, dable for their Juſtice and obſervance 

> their Laws; for if a Man offer'd a Womil 
any Violence, or inſulted her in any Sofl 
whatſoever, he was. put to Death, witholl 
the leaſt hope of Mercy. Moſt' of the Ji 
habitant 


\ 
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habitants of theſe Iſlands, are well ſhap'd, 
f the larger Size, and of a ſtrong and 
ealthy Conſtitution. There were formerly 
Wmong them ſome Giants of a prodigious 
Wiznels. The Head of one of thoſe mon- 
Wtrous Men is ſtill to be ſeen there, he had 
Wo Tceth and was fifteen Foot High. The 
Womplexion or Colour of theſe Iſlanders dif- 


w-rs, according to the ſeveral Situation of 
he Places they live in; for thofe on the 
* outh Shores, are of a fort of Olive Colour; 


bereas on the contraty,thofe on the North 
Wide are beautiful, eſpecially the Women. 
WT heir Cloaths were formerly made of Lamb- 
ins, and reach'd only to the Knees, but 


en the Females were to appear in publick, 
Al hey had another Garment, which reach'd 
« own to the Ground ; being of Opinion, 


What if a Woman ſuffer'd her Feer or her 
W hroat to be ſeen, ſhe. tranſgreſs'd the 
ne bales of Decency and offended againſt Mo- 
W Their Diet was very frugal, feeding much 
pon Barley and Beans; for they had never 
ten Wheaten Bread, till the French taught 
a"Fhcm to ſow it, their Bread being a Sort of 
ne gake, the Meal kneeded with Hony, Water 


* Ind Butter. When they were ſick, they us'd 
ano bleed themſelves in the Arm, Head and 
ye orehead, with a ſharp Flint. 


ff Land he was to till and ſow, and when 
men ney threw in the Sced, they utter'd ſome 
d Myſterious Words, which they thought had 
great Virtue for procuring a good Harveſt. 
The King, or any other they conferr'd that 
Authority on, lived like the reſt, in Deas, 
or the natural Hollows or Clefts of Rocks. 


F, In 


0 


Food. 


The King afſign'd every Man the Portion Daclings 


4 0 LE 
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Divorce. 


Embaulms 
ing 


| been marry'd before, which being granted 
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In their Marriages they obſerv'd not any great 
Formality of Ceremonies. The Bridegrogp 
that was to be ask'd the Conſent of th 
Kindred of the Maid or Widow, if ſhe ha 


they were look'd upon to be marry'd, wit 
out any more to do. As ſhort as they weg 
in concluding of theſe Matches, as eaſy and 
expeditious they were in breaking them 
the firſt Diſcontent either in the Wife 0 
Husband, was ſufficient Cauſe for a Diyor 
and they might immediatly marry others, | 
they had an Opportunity. Theſe Divorce 
were very prejudicial to the Publick ; be 
cauſe the Children of thoſe, ſo parted, wen 
reputed as Baſtards. Only the King wa 
exempt from this Law, on Account of tk 
Succeſſion ; and he was allow'd to Marg 
even his own Siſter, as the Perſians did for 
merly. | 
They took ſpecial Care of embaulming thi 
Dead Bodies, that they might preſerve the 
a long Time; and therefore immediathy 
waſh'd and cleans'd them very diligentli 
and put into them ſome Drugs compoundelfi 
with Butter made of Goats Milk, meltel 
with the Powder of the Bark of the Pint 
Tree, and Aromatick Herbs. With the 
they alſo rubb'd the Body, and expos'd i 
to the Sun for fifteen Days, till it wa 
quite parch'd and dry'd up, and during al 
that Time the Kindred of the Party dt 
ceas'd lamented for him. After the fifteel 
Days, they wrapp'd up the Body in Goat: 
skins, very artificially ſew'd together, and 
carry'd it into ſome Cave allotted for that 
Uſe. There are ſtill ſome of thoſe 2 
un 
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found, which have been embaulm'd above 


a thouſand Years, if we may believe their 
Relations. 


hew'd Stone, are but one Story high, with- 
put any Chimney, even for the Kitchin ; 
hey are fatisfy'd with a Hearth againſt 


aun Wall, where they rather parch_ or 
em Warn, than roaſt their Meat. Since the Eu- 
e peans live among them, they are more cu- 


tous in their Houſes and Diet. » 


s, | 
ct 

be — — — aaa —— — 
wen 
15 CHAP. II. 
E hm | 
foi he Diſcoveries made by Chriſtopher 

4 Columbus, after thirty Days Sail. 
hed 
ial ri opher Columbus departing from the columbus 
nt Fortunate Iſlands, and directing his Courſe ſails 30 
nde veſtward, ſail'd for the Space of thirty Ps. 
elt ays, without ſeeing any thing but the Sky 

Pig ad Water, ſtill plying his Aſtrolabe, to ob- 
theicerve the Height of the Stars, and the Sun's 
d eclination. After ten Days, the Spaniards 


nder his Command, began to mutter againſt 
Im, and reſolv'd among themſelves to 
row him over board, and return into Spain, 


fteeielllng one another, that they had 
z0alWcen impos'd upon by a Genoeſe, who was 
and carrying them into unknown Lands, 
thalvithout knowing whither he went. Columbus 


acity'd them the beſt he could, with good 
E 2 Words 


Their Houſes built of a rough and ill- Houſes. 


ps ——— — — — — > 
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Words, aſſuring them they ſhould ſoon ſee 
the Effect of his Promiſes. This kept them 
within Bounds for Ten Days longer; but 

when thoſe were expir'd, they renew'd their 
Complaints and became ſo outragious, that 
Columbuss Reſolution began to fail him, and 
he concluded himſelf a loſt Man. However, 
he once more appeas'd them, telling them, 
that if they offer d him the leaſt Violence, 
his Catholick Majeſty would treat then 
like Rebels; and drawing them on Day after 
Day, at length, after thirty Days Sail 
fince their Departure, from the Canaries, ha- 
ving caſt the Lead, they gueſs'd by tht 
Soundings, that they were not far from 
Land, which Conjecture was farther confi 
firm'd, by their obſerving a Wind contra 
to that which blew from the Sea, and mult 
of Neceſlity come from the Land. A Sailalf 
was ſent up to the main Top-Maſt-Head 
/ who ſome Hours after, began to diſcoyet 
the Tops of Mountains, and being trank 
ported with Joy, cry'd' out, Land, Land. Al 
the Ship's Crew, anſwer'd him with lou 
Acclamations, and the Guns were fir'd round 
the Ship. 
Fir zn! This Nearneſs of the Land made amend 
diſcover'd. to Columbus for all the Troubles he hat 
gone through, during the Voyage, he bleſs 
God, who had given Succeſs to his Enter: 
prize, for the Wind being right a Stem 
\ they came to Land that ſame Day. Til © 

Fields look'd green and were fall of Tree © 

He took up a Standard, on which was ti da 

Picture of CHRIST crucify'd, and fall th 

Tranſport of Joy went Aſhore, with tweln fu 

5 of his Men, where they all knelt down ia Þ: 
return Thanks to almighty God, and" WY th 
[1 
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the Ground three Times, with Tears of 
Satisfaction in their Eyes. I adore and bleſs 
thee, Lord, ſaid he, for that thou haſt. been 
plead to make Choice of me, to bring the Know- 
ledge of thy holy Name, into theſe barbarous 
Nations. According to Columbus's Computa- 
tion, the Land they came upon was about 950 
Leagues diſtant from the Canaries. Having 
continu'd there ſome Days, they perceiv'd 
Fit was a deſert Iſland, which made them 
reſolve to proceed farther, after falling ſome 
Trees, to erect Croſſes, as a Monument that 
they had taken Poſſeſſion of the Place in the 
Name of JESUS CHRIST. 


two of which are very large. The firſt of 
them they calld Hiſpaniola, and the other 
Cuinea, yet without knowing for certain whe- 
ther it was an Iſland, or Part of the Con- 
tinent. Going into the Woods they heard 
8 Abundance of Nightingals ſinging in Novem- 
ber. They alſo ſaw great Rivers of very 
clear Water, and ſafe Harbours, capable of 
the largeſt Ships. Theſe Diſcoveries did 
not ſtill ſatisfy Columbus's Curioſity, he was 
tor puſhing forward to the remoteſt Eaſtern 
Parts and thoſe Countries where the Spice 
grows. Thus he faiPd along the Coaſt of 
the Country he call'd Guinea for above 400 
Leagues, and then concluded it was the 
Continent. After this Diſcovery they re- 
turn'd to Hiſpaniola, where they ſpy'd Abun- 
dance of naked Men, who, as ſoon as ever 
they ſaw the Europeans, fled with wonder- 
tul Swiftneſs into the Woods. The Spaniards 
purſu'd them and took a Woman, whom 
they carry'd Aboard, cloath'd her handſomely, 
E 3 gave 


— 
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They return'd to their Ships, and after other Diſ- 
ſome Days Sail, diſcover'd ſeveral Iſlands, eries. 


1 
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| gave her Meat and Wine to drink, and 
then let her go. When the People ſaw her 
ſo clad and heard the Account ſhe gave of 
the Spaniards Uſage towards her, they allfj 
came down thronging to them, believing 
they were ſome People dropp'd down from 
Heaven, giving them all the Gold they had, 
which they valu'd no more than Dirt, and 
in Exchange receiv'd Whilſtles, little Knives, 
ſmall Looking-Glaſles and other moſt incon- 
ſiderable Trifles. | 
mdians, When they were thus become traCable 
- pheirBoars, the Europeans endeavour'd to enquire into 
Houſes, their Cuſtoms and Manners, aud by the Sign 
& and Geſtures they made, underſtood that 
they had a King among them, whom ther 
call'd Guaccanarillo. The Savages obſerving 
that the Chriſtians worſhipp'd the Croſs 
fell down themſelves before it and did the 
like. Their Boats which they call Conroe, 
are all of a Piece, being made of one large 
long Tree, which they hollow with ſharp 
Stones; the biggeſt of them will hold eighty 
Men. Tho? they had no Knowledge d 
Iron, or conſequently any Tools made of that 
Metal, yet their Huts, and all other Thing 
they us'd were very ingeniouſly and neatly 
wrought and contriv'd. 
8 The Spaniards farther underſtood by Sigi 
_—_ c::i-is. thoſe Indians made, that not far from their 
n Iſland, there were ſeveral others full of cruafſ 
and Inhuman Men, who fed upon Mens 
Fleſh, which was the Reaſon, why they fled 
. as ſoon as they ſaw the Europeans, believing 
them to be Canibals, tor ſo they call'd thoſe 
Barbarous, bloody People; by whom they 
were hunted and purſu'd,' as the Dee and 
ares 


o 
+.,HY 
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Hares are by the Dogs, to devour them. 
The Canibals caus'd all the little Infants they 
took to be gelt, like Cockrels, or Pigs, to 
make them the fatter and more dainty 
Meat. When they kill'd Men, they imme- 
diatly eat the Entrails, the Hands, the Feet 


nd all the Offal, ſalting up the reſt to keep. 


As for the Women, they kill'd none of them, 
but kept them to breed on, making Slaves 
of thoſe that were too old. 


The Inhabitants of theſe Iſlands had the Religion. 
ſe of Bows and Arrows, to defend them- 


Wclves, but whenſoever they thought the 
WCaribals were coming, they all fled; ten of 
Wtheſe Canibals boldly attacking an hundred 
Wof the others. As for their Religion, no- 
hing could be underſtood of it, but that 
they ador'd the Heavens, the Sun, and the 


oon. Inſtead of Bread, they made Uſe of 
great ſort. of Root, not much unlike our Bread. 
urneps. They have another kind of Roor, 


Wwhich they cut into ſmall Pieces, bruize and 
mould it together, and from it comes a 


Juice, that is a mortal Poiſon to ſuch as 


Wdrink of it, and yet of the Pulp of the ſame 
Roots they make Bread and feed on it. 


There is alſo a ſort of Grain call'd Mazz, 


Fas big as Peaſe and growing on very thick 
Reeds, of a conſiderable Length. The 
Illanders make great Account of this ſort 
Jof Grain, which they wear as an Orna- 


ment at their Ears and the End of their 


Theſe People have no Manner of Trade or 
Commerce with other Nations, nor do they 
ever go out of their own Country. The 


Golds 


Spaniards by Signs ask'd them in what Parts 


they 
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Gold. they found the Gold, they wore at thei 

Noſes and Ears, which they ſhow'd the 

found on the Banks of certain Rivers, that 

fall from the Mountains, and parted thelf 

Gold duſt from the Sand. Throughout al 

Troduct. that Iand there were no fourfooted Beaſk 

| but only a ſmall ſort of Rabbits, and Ser: 

pents of a Prodigious Bigneſs, but which 

do no Harm. In the Woods there wen . 

Abundance of white Turtle Doves, with rel 

Heads. Abundance of Maſtick grows there, 

Aloes, Cotton, and ſeveral other uſeful and 
curious Things. 

* Columbuss Deſign being no other but ty 

g. Do- make conſiderable -Difcoveries in that new 

= World, he ſtill went farther and farther and 

Nene found an Ifland, which he call'd Santo Doming 

becauſe he came upon it on a Sunday; not fall 

from it he diſcover'd another all full of odo : 

ferous Trees, but ſaw neither Men, nor Beaſts uM 

it, only Lizards $00 Alligators of a Pro 

Mariga- digious Bigneſs. This Iſland they call'd Maris 

mes lante, which, notwithſtanding they! ſaw none 

was inhabited by Canibals, as they perceiv4 

by Tokens and underſtood by the Sigus the 

Inhabitants of Hiſpaniola made to then 

having brought ſome thither, to ſerve then 

for Interpreters. Here they ſaw Villages dl 

20, and 30 Houſes, all Built about a large 

Square. Theſe Huts are made of Wool 

and cover'd with Leaves of Trees, Which 

the Rain cannot beat thro'. Their Bed 

were hung up and ſtuff'd with Hay and 

Ruſhes. The Canibals adore the Heaven), 

and have ſome Images made of Cotton 

which, as they ſay, reſemble the Devil, whom 

they otten ſee in the Night: T he Canibal 

it 
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:t the firſt ſight of the Europeans betook 


e bemſelves to Flight, with all their might 
at: nd main. In their Cottages were found 
hel hirty Women Priſoners, whom they kept 
s Slaves, and as many Boys: reſerv'd to be 


aten. In their Kitchens there were the 
er imbs of human Bodies cut off and ready | 
o be roaſted, with ſeveral ſorts of Fowl. | 
Wound about their Cottages lay abundance | 
pf the Arm and Leg Bones of the Men 
hey had devour'd, which they ſharpen'd to 

ake Points to their Arrows, having no 

ron among them. | 
In the Iſland which the Spaniards calld Gauda- 
audalupe there are ſix great Rivers, whoſe lupe. 
Banks on both Sides are very delightful. 
he Parrots are as thick on the Trees, as 

WS parrows are in France. Not far from this 
land, they ſaw another, which was only in- 
Wabited dy Women, who had to do with the 
ibals. If they happen'd to bring forth 


1048 Vale Child they ſent it away to the Fa- 
one ber; but the Daughters they kept with 
1088 cm, living much after the manner that is 
the eported of the Amazons, Thirty Spaniards 


Having lain a long Time in Ambuſh to catch 
Wome Canibal, at length ſpy'd a Canoe, in Fierce 


5 hich there were eight Men and as many Tele. 
arge Women. They attack'd them, and the Bar- 
oo arians defended themſelves with their Bows 
hiciWnd Arrows, at which they are very dex- 
Bedgterous. An Indian Woman preſently kill'd 
and: Spaniard and wounded another. There 


as one Woman among them, whom the 
reſt obey'd, as their Sovereign, and ſhe had 
a luſty ſtrong Son, of a fierce and terrible 
Aſpect, They were both taken 1 W 

* 


l ; 
| ne 


A Tomy 
built. 


ing Nations, who fell upon them in grea 
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before Chriſtopher Columbus. Their Mien wal; 
ſo frightful, and they had ſuch an Air Me 
Cruelty in their Looks, that there was no be, 
holding them without ſome Concern. 1 

After ſeveral Voyages and Excurſions fronlf 
one Place to another, Columbus return'd witli 
his ſmall Fleet to Hiſpaniola, which was 
bout five hundred Leagues from the Coun 
try of the Canibals, where he was concern 
to hear, that all the Spaniards he had le 
in that Country at his firſt Voyage, were deal 
that is, had been kill'd, by the neighbour 


Numbers. It was thought fit to build a forlf 
of little Town and Fort, to keep thoſe 5 
barous People in Awe. A little Church wal 
erected, where Columbus caus'd Maſs to 
ſung by thirteen Prieſts, on the Feaſt of th 
Epiphany, or the Twelfth Day, which in ik 
likelyhood was the firſt Time that ever tho 
Divine Myſteries were Celebrated in the Ne 
World. — | 

Columbus in Purſuance of his Promiſe 
the King of Spain, of ſending him Inform 
tion of the new Diſcoveries he made, {enlf 
back into Spain twelve ſmall Ships laden wit 
Commodities, aud ſome ingenious Men, wi 
gave a particular Relation of all that hal 
been obſerv'd in the New World, till ti 
Year 1494. Columbus himſelf on whom hy 
Catholick Majeſty had conferr'd the Titled 
Admiral of the Weſtern Seas, continu'd I 
Hiſpaniola, which is about two hundred a0 
twenty Miles in Breadth, and fix hundred il 
Length from Eaſt to Weſt, the Latitude! 
Degrees and a half. The Admiral caus\ 
a Town to be built on a little Hill, = g 
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Wa lidſt of the Iſland, and gave it the Name 
"OF abe lla, in Honour of J/abelle or Elixa- 
be), Queen of Spain. At the Foot of this“ onderful 
Fill is a beautiful Plain, ſixty Miles in Length*©9%9: 
d twenty in Breadth, acroſs which ſeve- 
I Rivers run and water it, rendring it ex- 
aordinary Fruitful; fo that Lettice, Sor- 
i and other Seeds they ſcatter'd along the 
aks of thoſe Rivers, grew up and came 
Maturity in ſixteen Days, Melons, Cu- 


ea mbers, and Pompions were fit to eat in ſix 
ond thirty Days, and they prove ſo delicious 
rei at nothing in Europe is to compare to them. 

o The moſt ſurpriſing Thing of all was that 
Baß me Sugar Canes ſtuck into the Ground, 


rw iwo Fadom high, and were thorow 
ee. The Vine Plants, the ſecond Year; 
Wore very good Grapes, but thin, the Soil 
Wing two exuberant. - By way of Experi- 
tent they ſow'd a ſmall Sack of Wheat in 
e Beginning of February, and on the thir- 
eth of March, which prov'd to be Eaſter- 
Wy, they offer'd up to God a Sheave of ripe 


maß ars, as the firſt Fruits of that little Crop. 

ſe The Admiral caus'd his new Town to be 
wi trench'd about, to defend himſelf againſt 
y Surpriſe, or Attempt of the Indians. 
nan the Twelfth of March, he ſet out with 
trelve Hundred Horſe and Foot, towards 


e Country, where the Gold was, and came 
Ito a delightful Plain, water'd by ſeveral 
vers, whoſe Sands are mix'd with Gold 
puſt. They advanc'd farther up the Coun- 
y, about ſeventy Miles, where they built 
little Caſtle, and call'd it Fort S. Thomas, to Fort 8. 
rve them for a ſecure Retreat, for the Thomas 
etter diſcovering of the Secrets and Wealth 
che Country. He gave the Indians _ 
es 


> 
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Jamaica. 


the next Rivers and return'd in a Momen 
with both their Hands full of the Golden Sandi 
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les and other European Baubles in Exchangf 
for Gold. They preſently ran to the Banks 


which ſometimes afforded an Ounce Weight 
In March they gather'd wild Grapes, of wit 
excellent Taſte, which the Indians made ut 
Account of. Tho? this Iſland is ſtony a 
fall of Mountains, yet it is always cover 
with Graſs and other Greens, which wha 
cut, in four Days run up again the Lengiif 
of a Man's Arm. The Reaſon of thei 
Things is plain, becauſe Abundance of Ri 
vers run athwart theſe Mountains, and wac 
down the Gold among the Sands. The NM 
tives are wonderfully lazy. and void of if 
Induſtry; in ſo much, that in Winter th 
ſtarve with Cold on theſe Mountains, wii 
they might eaſily prevent, by looking oli 
and taking Care to Cloath themſelves. | 


8 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Rarities found in the Iſland Wh 
Jamaica, and of 4 Harbour capable Wo 
containing above fifty Sail. if 

2 
Dmiral Columbus ſet out with thin 
Ships to diſcover a Country which Wt 

not above eighty Miles from Hiſpaniola, cal 

Cuba. By the Way he found a very conv 

nent Harbour, which he call'd, Port 50 bs 

cholg 
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olas, about twenty Leagues from Cuba. Then 

rning to the South ward in that Bay, he 

iſcover'd Jamaica, an Iſland bigger than 

ih, very fruitful, and inhabited by Peo- 

e much more Ingenious and Cunning than 

ee other Iſlanders, apter to learn Mecha- 

ick Arts and Martial Exerciſes. They us'd 

their endeavours to hinder the Admi- 

i and his Men landing, but having been 

MW orſted in all their Attempts, they at laſt Y 

wiWecame his Friends. Tho? the Sea abounds a 

all Sorts of Fiſh, as well as the Rivers, 
Net they flight it, to feed only upon Ser- 

ents, which they reckon more dainty, and 

reſerve them for their King, and the great- Naive: 

it Men. The Inhabitants of this Iſland are 

entle and good natur'd, and came Aboard 

e Spaniſh Ships, without any Jealouſy or 
pprehenſion, bringing them of their Bread, 

Loco Nuts full of Water, and excellent Fruit 

f a moſt fragrant Scent. They ſhow'd them 5 

River, whoſe Water was naturally ſo hot, 

What there was no holding a Man's Hands in 

Wt, without ſcalding them. 

The People of this Iſland have a very of 

Peculiar manner of Fiſhing. They tie a ſort Fiſhing. 

f Fiſh, which we have not in Europe, and 

Sv hich cannot endure the Air, to their Ca- 

oe, under Water; when they ſpie a Tor- 

iſe or other great Fiſh drawing near to the 

KLanoe, they let looſe this Fiſh, who is 

Sd to that Way of Management, and 

oots out, like an Arrow out of a Bow, 

t clings to the Tortiſe, and holds ſo faſt 


calß that ſhe cannot get looſe ; ſo that the Fiſher- 

convgnan drawing in the Line to which that Fiſh 
* s made faſt, his Prey follows of Courſe, 
cho 


which 


A %, 
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which he lets go as ſoon as ever he come 
into the Air, for he would die upon thy 
Spot, were he not immediately thrown iat 
the Water, where he lies conceal'd to catd 

more. 1 | +: 
'A notab1s. The Admiral one Day cauſing Maſs ti 
Indian. he ſaid, as he uſually did, he receiv'd 
viſit from an Indian, of fourſcore Years ( 
Age, who ſeem'd to be a Man of Worth 
| and good Senſe. He was attended by f 
| veral Indians, ſtark naked, except thok 
| Parts which Modeſty forbids to be expo 
to publick View. He directed his Diſcourl 
to Columbus, which was expounded by an! 
| dian he kept by him, and ſerv'd him for: 
Interpreter, his Words were theſe, We 4 
inform'd, that with much Labour and ma 
Dangers,' you have diſcover'd ſeveral Countri 
| before unknown to you, and ſpread a Terror 
| mons all the Inhabitants of this new World 
If you believe, as we do, that our Souls, win 
they are parted from our Bodies, take ſever 
Ways, quite contrary to one another, whereof it 
b one is dark and diſmal,” thre? which thoſe & 
| are led, which have moleſted and diſturb'd Mu 
| kind ;, the other Way bright and glorious, fi 
peaceable Souls, who have always lo Peat 
| and Quietneſs;, I conjure you not to 4 wr 
| 4% any Man, fince you are your ſelf morta, 

and do expett the Reward of your Works, 
Colum. Columbus was ſurpris'd and altogether 4 
bus's An- ſtoniſh'd at this Diſcourſe of the Old Man' 
fuer. and told him, © That he was fully cor 
* yinc'd of all he told him, concerning tk 


Speech, 


future State of Souls, and therefore hat 

„Orders from the Catholick King to cu cel 

* tivate Peace with the Indians, to protes Pal 
tb 


n 
4 _ * 
_ - — pey a . Y 
— N — : 7 p . p —ůðð¹ 


ef VorAGEs and TRAVEL Ss. 

the Good, to puniſh the Wicked, and to 
make continual War on the Canibals, who 
© diſturb'd the others and treated them with 
'{o much Inhumanity. That he had no 
Cauſe to fear, for himſelf or his Friends, 
for if any European offer'd them the leaſt 
Wrong, he ſhould be puniſh'd without any 
Mercy. This Declaration of the Admirals 
vas ſo pleaſing to the Old Man, that he re- 
olv'd to follow him whereſoever he went, 
ad would have done it, had not the Tears 
f his Wife and Children diverted his De- 
jon. Columbus was deſirous to be more par- 
icularly inform'd concerning the Cuſtoms 
nd Government of the Indians; whereupon 
he old Man told him, by Means of the 
terpreter, © That they were not ſubject 
to any Kings or Superiors, that the anci- 


the Sun after this Manner. In the Morn» 
ing as ſoon as the Sun's firſt Beams begin 
to appear, the Indians repair to the Sea 
Shores and the Banks of Rivers and Springs, 
where they waſh their Hands and Faces, 
and make their Obedience to that glo- 
rious Star. The old Men meet under 
the Shade of the largeſt and thickeſt 
Trees near their Habitations, where they 
lit quietly, talking and converſing together. 
The young People have the Care of all 
Things neceſſary for the Support of hu- 
man Life, as Sowing and Reaping. When 
Wile Harveſt Time is come, every one has 
Right to gather as much Corn as is ne- 
ceſſary for him, tho' he never took the 
Palins to ſow it; for they ſay, that what- 

ſoever 


enteſt among them had the Direction of ,, 
all publick Affairs, and that they ador'd ners. 


Cuſtoms 


4 Man- 


AY 


1 
6 - 
my / 
* 


5 ſoerer the Earth produces ought to beg 
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common to all, as is the Light of the Su 
© and Moon, or the Water of the Rive 
or Springs. 50 that es arke you will 
never hear any one ſay, This is mine, fff 
ce That is yours, or Theſe ate the Bound 
of my Eſtate; whence it follows that the 
© all live in Peace and in common, like thi 
Children of one Family, without the He 
& of Laws. The main Thing the old Ml 
* . have to do, is to inſtruct the Youth; ail W pac 
© above all they endeavour to inſtill En 1 he 
« gality into them, and to be ſatisfyd wilWnro 
© what they find in their own Country nd 
oY 4 for which Reaſon they rarely ſuffer Str : Pf 


ers to come among them, to introd nd 

«any thing that is new, nor do chef ent 

pe i allow their own People to travel, or Þ Wy 

© out of their own Country, for Fear CT 

they ſhould afterwards diſturb their pe az 

4 * able Conftitution, by endeavouring to bu WW 

© up foreign Cuſtoms, and leſt they woa ef, 

ins . evil, ſeeing it prattis'd by others. Trl Who! 

* Women as well as the Men meet unde a 
* the Shady Trees, there to dance, aft 

* their Faſhion, ſtudying nothing but hoy Eil 

to pleaſe themſelves. Inſc 

the 

to 

Ma 

ter, 

C19 
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er | C 
%% Method Columbus made Uſz of, 
. to oblige the Caciques to pay Tribute 
* the Ring of Spain. 

1 


ee Country, reſolv'd to take a Voyage himſelf 
unto Spain, to get Proviſions of Wine, Corn 
ad other Things neceſſary for the Support 
f Life. He had alſo another Motive to 
adertake that Voyage, which was to pre- 
0 2 ent the ill Offices that might be done him 

Wy one Peter Margarit, a Gentleman belong- 

one Peter Margarit, a 8 
Dag to the King of Spain, who was gone a- 
ay out of the Indies, with ſome other 
a⸗uiards, highly incens'd againſt Columbus. 
Before he would leave the Country, he 
ghought it neceſſary to appeaſe certain Ca- 
ne, or Indian Petty Kings, who, with 
coiuch Reaſon, made grievous Complaints a- 
eainſt the Spaniards, on account of their 
Inſolency, their Rapine, their Violences and 
the Murders they committed. The better 
to ſucceed in his Deſign, he out of hand 
gMarry'd the Indian that was his Interpre- 
ter, to the Siſter of one of the Principal Ca- 
c:ques in the Country. He ſent fifty Soldi- 
diers to the Relief of Fort S. Thomas, then 
beſieg'd by another Cacique, who was Lord 
got the Mountains, from whence the Gold 
was brought. This Cacique had caus'd ſe- 
ral Spaniards to be ſlaughter'd, for which 
F Reaſon 


PHEAd miral obſerving that the Spaniards yr, dity 
8 he had brought into the Iadies dyd there of Sp 
pace, for want of being us'd to the Food of #ierds. 


all that Retinue. The - Jealouſy concely'd q 


f through their own Fault, becauſe they wou 
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Reaſon Columbus was very deſirous either to 
take him alive, or elſe to perſwade him to 
come to him. The Cacique diſſembling bi 
Deſign, pretended to be very willing to grau 
that Interview, thinking that would be ai 
excellent Opportunity to murder Columbi 
and all that were with him. He gather} 
all the Men he had, and ſet forward with 


his wicked Deſign, ſeeing him come attendy 
ed by ſuch a Multitude of Arm'd Men, wal;: 
the Occaſion: of laying an Ambuſh for him 
where he was taken, put into Irons, and 
preſented to the Admiral. There was It 
clination enough to do the ſame by all th 
Catiques and Lords of the Iſland, but it ap 
pear'd that all the Iadians were ſtarving 
and that above 50000 had already dy 


not ſow their Lands, or gather in thi: 

Harveſt there was, hoping by that mean 
to oblige the Europeans to quit the Coufttryl 
as wanting Subſiſtance. They had alſo pull 
up all the Plants and Roots they us'd toll 
make Bread of, eſpecially about the Mountains 
where the Gold was found; as perceiving that... 
was the Principal Occaſion of the Chriſtians 
coming into the Weſt Indies. 

The better to keep them in Subjectionf 
Columbus caus'd a new Fort to be builtf 
which he calld the Conception, ſeated on 1 
Hill abounding in all Things neceſſary for 
Humane Life. Theſe Forts made the In 
dians quite deſperate, as fearing they ſhould 
entirely loſe their Liberty. A certain C*#Mnq 
cique, to gain the Favour of Columbus, pre. n 
ſented him with a Grain of Natural Gold ng 
which was in Shape like a Pea, weighed er 

| twenty 
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twenty Ounces, and was ſent to the King 
Spain. The © Inſolencies and Rapines of 
the Europeans reducd the Indians to very 
Preat Diſtreſs, and the Admiral to appeaſe 


he Time to come, he would not allow his 
Men to range about all their Ifland and 
lunder the Indians, under Pretence of ſeek- 
Dog for Gold, upon Condition that the I- 
an, would pay a certain Tribute at ſo much, 


0 end to 'the Spaniards; The Inhabitants 
0 df the Mountains oblig'd themſelves to bring 
5 nto the Spamſh Towns a Number of Mea- 


res of Gold. Thoſe who dwelt in the 
Plains undertook to furniſh Cotton, a ſer 


o Woantity of other Commodities and ſuch Pro- 
1 | Wifions as the Country afforded. © © 3 
te The Cacique, who was Priſoner made it 4 ger; 


Wis whole Study by Day and Night to get 
Wt of that Thraldom. He contriv'd to 
Wave five thoufand Indians, arm'd after their 
anner but naked, come under the Command 


hk one of his Brothers to attack the Spaniards 
* vith Bows and Arrows, Clubs, and Spears 
"1 jointed at the Ends with ſharp Stones, in- 


ead, of Tron. They encamp'd about a 
bow Shot from the Spamards, divided them- 


oF 1ves into five Batallions, aſſigning each of 
hm the Poſt he was to make good, at a Di- 
| WW ance from one another drawn up in a Semi- 
55 Ircle. He that commanded gave Orders 
i hey ſhould all move together upon the 
. lznal given, ſhouting at the ſame Time 

Ind endeavouring to hem in their Enemies 
of Wi all Sides, who were but a ſmall Number, 
wer nd therefore thinking it better to encoun- 


er every Batallion by it ſelf, than to ſtay, 
aty x til 


them ' cau$'d all the Caciquss in the Country 4gree. 
o be aſſembled, whom he promis'd, that for ment. 
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till they were all join'd, fell upon the greateſ 
of them, as they were advancing on the 
Plain. The Horſe. gave ſuch a furious 
Charge, that the poor naked Indians were 
not able to ſtand the Shock, but being 
broken and worſted they betook themſelves 
to Flight. The others ſeeing their Com- 
panions routed; made away to hide them: 
ſelves, on the higheſt Mountains, whence 
they ſent Deputies to the - Spaniards, pro- 
miling to perform whatſoever they ſhoult 
impoſe on them, provided they might be 
allow'd the liberty of living peaceably i 
their Houſes, which was readily grantel 
them. The Cac:que's Brother was taken Pri 
ſoner and both of them ſent into Spain, toll 
the Catholick King to ſee them; but thai 
dy'd about half Way, for meer Grief and 

| Deſpair. . 1 . 

terrible In June there happen'd the moſt furiouſi 

Strom- Tempeſt in this Province, that has eval 
been heard of. A violent Storm of Wind 
drove before it a Parcel of thick Clouds 
covering the Space for five or fix Leagualif 
in the Air, and ſo entirely darkning ti 
Sky that there was no more Light than ul 
the blackeſt Winter Night; bating tht 
there was fuch dreadful Lightning al 
feem'd to threaten a general Conflagratiol 
and the Noiſe of the Thunder was ſo It 
deous that one would have thought all tit 
Elements were at Wars with one another 
Whereſoever the impetuons Blaſts reach 
they tore up the largeſt Trees and carry( 
them thro' the Air with all their Roots 
The Wind pull'd up great Stones on i 
Tops of the Mountains and threw then 
adout every Way, which made ſuch * 
ibi 
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that the moſt undaunted Courages were 
ready to expire with Amazement at the 


mal Confuſion, no Man knew where to 
hide himſelf, that his Life might be in ſafety, 
there being nothing to be ſeen on all Hands 
but amazing Repreſentations of Death. Moſt 
of the Houſes were beaten down, by the 
Stones that fell from the Mountains, and 
the reſt overthrown by the Wind. Many 
of the Inhabitants were cruſh'd and bury'd 
in the Ruins; ſome of the more fortunate 
retir'd into Dens, where the Storm had lets 
Power. Three Ships of the Admirals that 
lay at Anchor in the Harbour were ſwal- 
: 4. up with all the Men and whatſoever 
Welſe belong'd to them, The Hurracane turn'd 
them about three Times and then they 
Wink. downright. That Sea, which never 
Ebbs or Flows, riſes or falls, nor ever ſwells 
above its Banks, that are continually cover'd 
with Graſs and Flowers, now ſwelPd fo 
Thigh during the Tempeſt, that the Waters 
ipread themſelves every Way over the 
Fields, for above two Leagues. When the 
tary of the Wind which had laſted three 
Hours began to abate, and the Sun to ap- 
pear, the Indians came out ſo much amaz d 
and afrighted, that they quak'd and ſtar'd 
like Men beſide themſelves, gazing upon 
hei one another, without ſpeaking one Word; 
and being at laſt ſomewhat recover'd out 
of that Aſtoniſhment, declar'd, that ſo mon- 
ſtrous a Hurracane had not been known in 
the Memory of Man. They were fully 
perſwaded, that God ſecing the Miſchiefs, 
the Impieties, the Profanations, and the 

h F 3 Injuſtice 


dible Havock, and ſo aſtoniſhing a Noiſe, 


Horrors they heard and faw. In this diſ- 
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5 Injuſtice Chriſtians were guilty of in that 

Iſland, had ſent that Storm to puniſh them; 

and that the Earth, the Water and all the 
Elements had conſpir'd againſt them to re- 
venge the Indians, whoſe Peace they were 
come to diſturb, tho' they had never done] 
them any wrong. 

Bartholomew Columbus, Brother to the Ad- 
miral, having found ſome Ditches as deep 
as Wells, whence they drew abundance of 
Gold, caus'd a ſmall Fort to be erected close 
by, and calld it, the Caſtle of Gold He 
alſo built another, and gave it the Name 
of Santo Domingo, or S. Dominick, becauſe hifi 
jj came to it on a Sunday. There is an excel 
= lent Harbour, at the Foot of the Hill, off 
* which that Fortreſs, was built, at the Mouth 
"hf of a very great River, abounding ja all ſort 


wo Forts 
built. 


lf of Fiſh, and its Banks very delightful witli v. 
F all ſorts of Verdure growing on them, and 
5 Abundance of ſtately Trees. Travellers maj 
1 there gather Choice of Fruit, which is a great 
k; Refreſhment. | | 5 | 
= Karagua The Spaniards advancing about thirty 


Province. Leagues into the Country, diſcover'd ti 
River Naiba, near which one of the famouli 
eſt Caciques in the Ifland liv'd. He was 


x tended by a great Multitude of Indians, tt 
. tending to ſubdue the other Caciques al 

El neighbouring People. This Man's little Dol 

„ minion is call'd Xaragua, and is all a mom th. 
bi tainous Country, where there is no God ap 
& The Cacique whoſe ' Name was Anacouch D. 


. ſeeing the Europeans, laid down his Arm 
* and came to confer with their General, de 
claring he would live friendly with then 
He ask'd What it was they aim'd at, 84 
being told they would have him to pay To 
„„ GR ROSES 3 EEE. 
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bute to the King of Spain, as the other Ca- 
ciques did. He anſwer'd, I thought that you 
Europeans had come into the Indies only. to 
bol for Gold, and my Country does not produce 
ane Grain; but on the other Hand it abounds in 
Cotton, which I am willing you ſhall have Share 
of. Having agreed upon thefe Terms, the 
Cacique conducted the Spaniards to the Place 
where he kept his Court, and gave them the 


de young Women, that were his Concubines ; 
net he Maidens were ſtark naked, thoſe he had 
he lain with wore a Clout before thoſe Parts 
c- which ought to be cover'd. The Maids 


Wore their Hair hanging looſe on their 
Shoulders, and a Cotton Ribbon a- 
bout their Foreheads. Their Complexion 
Vas a ſort of Olive Colour. In their Hands 


i tbey had Branches of Palm Tree, and came 
nay out to meet the Governour with great To- 
e kens of Joy. The Europeans had Meat pro- 


guided for them, every one was lodg'd accor- 
riding to his Quality, and they lay on hang- 
Wing Beds made of Cotton, which we call 
+ ammacks. The next Day they were con- 
added into a large Hall, where the Indians 
wy cre wont to celebrate their Feſtivals ; 
there they had Sports of Dancing, after their 
Manner, but much unlike ours. That done, 
they went out into a great Plain, where 
appear'd two Bodies of Men, arm'd with 
Darts and Arrows, and drawn up in Battel, 
by Order of the Cacique. By the Fiercenets 
of their Looks, a Man would have thought 
they had been mortal Enemies. Fhe Prize 
of the Battel and Victory was a Woman 
and her Children, and tho? that was but in 


F 4 bo 


beſt Entertainment he could. Among other Je Ca- 


a i *C.1 CLIQUE re- 
things he ſhew'd them thirty very beautiful | 1 8 


Spaniards 


ES 2 bf PLL 
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Jeſt to divert the Europeans, yet four My 
were immediately killd upon the Spot, ani 
feveral wounded, and much more Harm wou 
have been done, had not the Cacique been ds 
fir'd to cauſe the Battle to ceaſe. 


ww 


CHAP. v. 


The Deſcription of the Wife of a Caciqui 
the great Sway ſhe had among the I 
dians, and how kindly ſhe entertain di 


Europeans. 


XV HEN the Admiral Columbus return 
Y Y into Spain to give his Catholick M 
jeſty an Account of the Diſcoveries he hall 
made in the New World, and of the gr 
Advantages the People of Europe might fin 
therein for the Advancement of Trade, Il 
took along with him in his Ships the ( 
cique Cannoboa, who was ſuſpected to hay 
maſſacred many Spaniards, during the A 
ſence of Columbus; but that Cacique dy'd ui 
Notable Sea before he reach'd Spain. His Widow 
{4dianW0-whoſe' Name was Anacaona, which ſignife 
n. "Flower of Gold, after her Husband's Death 
1288 return'd to live with her Brother the Cacin 
Anacauchoa, who was very well affected toHanc 
wards the Chriſtians. This young WidoWou 
was 'reckon'd the greateſt Beauty in all t; 
Iſland Hiſpaniola, and ſhe had as much mo 
as Form and good Carriage. Her excellei In. 
Qualifications procur'd her ſo great an AH ha 
— 05 1 5 cendau 
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endant over the Indians, that ſhe govern'd 
er Brother's Dominions with abſolute Au- 
hority. She perſwaded him always to keep 
p a good Underſtanding with the Euro- 
eans, and never to give them any Cauſe to 
omplain or be diffitisfy'd with him, Jay- 
ng before him her Husband's Misfortunes, 
bo had ruin'd himſelf by his ill Con- 
| This Cacique and his Siſter, being inform'd Reception 
pf the Governour's Arrival, went to meet 9 tbe Ge- 
Wim, with a numerous Train of Men and 7%; 
Women, Singing and Dancing. Six Indians 
; arry'd the Cacique on their Shoulders. He 
Was quite naked, except his Privities which 
ere cover'd with a curious Piece of Cotton 
Cloth. His Siſter was carry'd in the like 
Wnanner, on the Shoulders of fix Indians, 
lad in a very fine Cotton Robe, with Gar- 
Wands of red and white Flowers on her Head, 
ad on her Arms. Her engaging Mien, and 

W Sort of Majeſty, which appear'd in her 
Wcrſon, made it eaſie to diſcern, that ſhe 
aas above all the reſt. As ſoon as they ſpy'd 

Whe Governour, they order'd thoſe who car- 
rad, to ſet them down, made him pro- 
Wound Obeyſance, and conducted him to a 
HFouſe where they had laid up the Tribute, 
Which thirty Caciques had ingag'd to pay to 
be Spaniards, to ſecure their Friendſhip. 

Among the Tribute there were Abundance 
df Loaves, made of Maiz, or Indian Wheat, 
Ind ſeveral ſtrange Creatures, which are 1 
ond in that Iſland, all Sorts of Fiſh rea- a 
tie Roſted to preſerve them ſweet; and a- | 
mong the Fiſh, ſeveral great Serpents or 
Snakes, hideous to behold, and with very 
ſharp Teeth. The Indians eat them with 
1 * 8 = 
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Entertain. 


ment. 
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an extraordinary Guſt, . reckning them f 
molt delicate and agreeable Meat in 


World; but the Chriſtians could not 


prevail'd upon to touch them, loathing 


ſee. the Indians feed ſo greedily on tha 


Inſects. Ahundance of other Sorts of Dilh 
were ſerv'd up to them, nothing conteny 
tible, and in great Plenty. The Governal 
ſat at a Table by himſelf, near the Cacy 
and his Siſter. The Table was no other th 


a great Cotton Cloth ſpread upon the Grow 
about which Table-Cloth, inſtead of Cul 
ons, they had plac'd Heaps of very lay 
Leaves of Odoriferous Trees. Every Ii 
the Servants brought on a freſh Cowl 
they preſented the Gueſts with ſome | 


thoſe ſame Leaves, to wipe their Fingers. 


Anacaona who was as Courteous and bl 
lite, as could be expected from her Tra 


Education, beheld the Governour with 


morous and languiſhing Eyes, and in her 
pinion he was the handſomeſt Man ſhe nl 
yet ſeen among the Chriſtians. Being ve 

witty and free, ſhe diſcoursd about ſeveal 
pleaſing and agreeable Subjects and put Quill 
ſtions to him, by means of the Interpret 
She told him ſhe was fully convinc'd, th 
the European Women far exceeded all othan 


in Beauty, ſince the Men differ'd ſo much fra 


all others in their Mien and Behaviour, then 


fore ſhe deſir'd he would tell her the Re 
ſons that mov'd him to leave ſuch charmill 


Creatures, to go ſeek out ſuch ugly ona 
among the Indians. When the Snakes, drelv 


after their manner, were ſerv'd up, I 
preſented him with a Tail of one of then 


ſaying, in a moſt obliging Manner, that 


4 desi 
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Wc: he would eat it for her Sake. The Delicias 
Pvernour, who already admir'd the Charms * 
that Woman, to pleaſe her, accepted of 
We Preſent, and put ſome of it into his 
outh, chewing it lightly, much againſt his 
omach ; but when he had once taſted and 
nd the Reliſh of that Meat, he was ſo 
ken with its Delicacy. and agreeable Sa- 
pur, that for the future he never car'd 
eat any thing but thoſe Serpents, calbd 
W445. The other Spaniards obſerving what 
Wc Governour did, fell on as well as he, 
ad prov'd all of his Opinion, unanimouſly 
rmigg, that the Fleſh of | thoſe ' Serpents 
Snakes far exceeded the beſt Pheaſants and 
 Wrtridges in Europe. But being inform'd 
Wat the Delicacy of them depended chief- 
on the Manner of Dreſling, the Gover- 
ur would be inform'd of the Indians how 
Wey did it. They told him, that as ſoon _ 
ever thoſe Creatures were taken, they 
pp'd them up, to take out their Intrails, 
Wen waſh'd them very clean, took off all 
e Scales as clear as poſſible. Then they 
id the Snakes at their full Length into a 
Wreat Earthen Veſſel, made on purpoſe, with 
Fa little Water, and ſome of the Pepper 
Wat grows in the Ifland. The Serpents thus 
rder'd are put to the Fire and boil'd a long 
W ime, to draw from them a: Liquor, which 
very thick and delicious. The Wood us'd 
Ir boiling them is odoriferous and never 
Smokes. The Governour was farther ir- 
orm'd that the Eggs of thoſe Snakes boi?d 
vere of an excellent Taſte, and would keep 
long Time. 5 


5 


After 
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Curious After this Diſcourſe and much to the i 
Dein. Purpoſe, the Spaniards were conducted 
the Chambers provided for them to t ur's 
their Reſt. The Beds were hanging 
made of Cotton. The ſprightly Anacaona' 
caus'd Noſegays of Flowers, of all Sorts Nover 
Colours to be hung about them, which ſpreſ 
a delightful Odour. Then ſhe withd as 
herſelf into another Apartment, with ſe 
ral Indian Women, who attended her 
Slaves. When all the Cotton; Bread; al 
other Things, which the Caciques were ik 
pay by way of Tribute were brought 
pether the Governour order'd a Ship fro 
Fort J/abella and ſent it to Xaragua. I 
Ship was a great Novelty among tho 
Indians. Anacaona had the Curioſity to il 
it. In the Way to the Sea Port, ſhe muſt pi 
thro' a ſmall Town, where, all her Trealw 
Indian lay, which did not conſiſt in Gold or p 
Treqſure. cious Stones, or other Jewels of Value, 
in all forts of Veſſels and Utenſils for wn 
Uſe of Men, as Diſhes, Plates, Porrengel 
all of them made of a curious Cole Blad 
gloſſy and ſhining ſort of Wood, on wil 
Serpents and Flowers were very artificial 
Painted in their natural Colours. She gal 
the Governour ſixty of thoſe Veſſels, at 
fourteen Walking-Sticks of the ſame Wool 
painted like the other Things. All thay 
were wrought in the Iſland of Guanaba, wil 
Stones found in the River, which are vl 
harp. She alſo gave him four Parcels « 
| very fine ſpun Cotton, of all forts of Gi 
"af Icurs, to make Cloth of. 
i Indians The Cacique caus'd two painted Canes 
ainire « to be brought to the Shore, the one 0 
Ship, Hhimfelf and his Retinue, the other * 1 
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omen in the Canoe. Before they came 
the Ship, upon a Signal made by the 
ver nour, all the, Cannon was fird. The 
oiſe of the great and ſmall Shot, which 
Bs redoubled by the Eccho from all the 
djacent Hollows of the Rocks and Moun- 
ins, the Fire and the Smoke, which darkned 
e Air, altogether terrify'd Anacaona and 
r Retinne, in ſo much that ſhe ſwooned 
Wray in the Governour's Arms. The other 
in, were no. leſs ſcar'd and thought the 
Whol: Frame of the World had been diſ- 
i'd. The Governour encourag'd them, 
alas ſoon as that Noiſe was over, ano- 
Wer much more agreeable was heard of Fifes, 
W rumpets, and Drums, which was very plea- 
Ig to the Indians. The Governour handed 
4-404 up into the Ship, conducted her 
Wro' all the Decks and Cabbins, and ſhow'd 
er all that was remarkable in it. The 
acique went aboard too, with his Indians, 
bo thought they could never ſufficiently view 
nd admire ſo many Things they had ne- 
er ſeen the like of before. The Anchors 
ere weigh'd and all the Sails, Colours and 
u treamers, let go in the Air. That unuſual 
WPpectacle fflld them again with Amazement, 

bbſerving that ſuch a vaſt Body mov'd of 


ernour having preſented the Cacique and 
is Siſter diſmis'd them. Anacaona fhow'd 


uch Concern to depart, and conjur'd the 
100 


ft 


them, or elle to take her along with him; 
but he, to comfort her, promis'd to return 
ery ſpeedily, The 


| felf, and without the Help of Men. The 


overnour to ſtay a few Days longer with 


77 * 


er and the Women belonging to her; 
t ſhe would needs go alone in the Gover- 
zur's Boat, aboard the Ship, and left her 
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Villeies The Admiral, at his Departure for Spart 


committed 
byRoldan 


His Inſo- 
lence, 


left one Roldan, who had been his Sera ere 
in Fort {abela. This Man grown inſole 
with his good Fortune, fell to ranging abe 
the Iſland, robhing all Places where he can 
taking away the Gold, the Proviſions" ai 
whatſoever elſe he found in the Houſes 
the Ind:izns, by Force, uſing all manner 
Violence towards the Women and youn 
aids, and doing all the Miſchief that e 
he could think of. The .Cacique Guariont 
who was naturally well affected towards 
Europeans, no longer able to endure the Vi 
Ianies and Oppreſſions of that baſe Man al 
his Followers, fled; with all his Subjects in 
the Mountains, the Inhabitants whereof al 
call'd Ciguages and thought to be deſcend 
from the Canibals, becaufe they devour ili 
the Prifoners they take in War. Gau,, 
repreſented to them and their Cac:zque ul 
the ill Ufage he had receiv'd from 
Spaniaras, whom he was never able to mak 
more tractable by his Submiſſion and Prefenty 
tho” he us'd all Means to oblige them, th 
they might ſuffer him and his People 
live in Peace and Tranquility. AMayabontt 
the Cacique of the Ciguages, receiv'd his ne 
Gueſts, the Fugitives, with all poſſible Cour 
teſy and Kindneſs, promiſing them all tl 
Aſſiſtance he was able, againſt their Pei 
cutors and the commone Enemy. 
The Goyernour was much ſurpris'd to full 
Things in this Condition at his Return, ali 


the Minds of the Indians ſo much alienated 
from the Chriſtians. He ſeverely check 
Roldan, who had been the Cauſe of all thok 
Diſorders, and committed ſuch Inſolencieg 
Rodberies and Barbarities throughout th 

Part 


f 15 
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irt of the Ifland, that the Natives, who 

re naturally meek; and - fubmiſſive, were 

t able to endure him. Rolday, inſtead of 

ning his Fault and the Baſeneſs of his 

haviour, anſwer'd the Governour in a 

Wuzbty brutal Manner, That he was very well 

a, the Admiral his Brother was dead; 

t bis Catholick Majeſty made not the leaſt 

count of the Diſcovertes in that new World; 

t the Spaniards there were ſtarving for Hun- 

„which oblig d them to ſeek. out for Subſt 

nce in all Places, where any mas to. be found; 

that in ſhort, they were reſoly'd for the | 

ure to live Free and obey no Man. Theſe f 

Wdacious Expreſſions highly provok'd the 0 
dyernour, . Who - would have put him to 

ath for preſuming to talk to him in that 

lent Manner; but Roldan fled, with ſixty 
Wen, to the fartheſt Part of the Province 

= 1744, where he robb'd all Places where- 

yer he came, carrying away by Force all 

found that was for his Turn, .raviſhing 
the Women, and murdering ſuch as 

duld not conſent to his brutal Luſt, with- 

t any Remorſe, or thought of Chriſtianity, 
believing there was none in the Ifland 


at could call him to Account for all his 
illanies. 


CHAP. 
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Of the » Diſcovery of 4 large Country, il 
habited by a very peaceable and c 

teous People, and abounding in Gi 

and Pearls. | * 4 | 


2 
* 


Rebellion. Hilſt Things were in this Poſture 
| the Iſland Hiſpaniola, his Catholi 
Majeſty order'd ten Ships to be fitted ll 
for Admiral Columbus, to carry Proviſions 
to the new World. Two of theſe Shi 
ſent before the reſt, arriv'd at the farth 
Part of the Province of Xararua, whitit 
 Roldan above mention'd, and the reſt” of ti 
Rebels were withdrawn, who perſwat 
thoſe who came in them, not to on tl 
Governour's Authority, promiſing that! 
ſtead of the Troubles and Hardſhips fl 
were like to endure, under his Comma 
by joyning with them, they ſhould enjoy! 
forts of Pleaſure, and enrich themſelves 
the Plunder of the Indians. Theſe ſpeci 
Promiſes debanch'd them, and they age 
to divide the Proviſions they brought I 
Europe among them, and to acknowlel 
Roldan for their Commander and Chief. Tit 
they were ſatisfy'd that it could not be 
before the Admiral muſt arrive with! 
Squadron, yet they forbore not to com- 
Abundance of Outrages and Inhumanutif 
throughout the Iſland, as far as they coul 
- without any Remorſe or Apprebel 
ON, | 
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oeſe, ſeconded by Mayaboneſe and his Forces 
very now and then came down like a 
orrent upon the Spaniards, and the Indians 
heir Confederates, killing and deſtroying 
l that fell into their Hands. At the ſame 
Wime that ' theſe Troubles: diſtracted the 
ew World, the Admiral ſer fail from 
. Luc ar on the eight and twentieth of May, 
Wn the Year 1498, ſteering his Courſe to 
he Southward, deſigning to come under the 
auinoctial Line, and to examine into the 
{ Mature of the Countries about it. He came 
Fo the Heſperides, which the Portugueſes call 
ee Iflands of Cabo Verde, being thirteen in 
amber, and about two Days Sail from the 
ontinent, except only one of them, in 
hich there are ſome Inhabitants ; but 
Wc made no Stay there, having obſerv'd 
hat the Air of that Place is very un- 
holeſome. They ſail'd for the Space of 
wo hundred and forty Leagues in ſo great 
ut five Degrees from the Equinoctial, that 
ney thought the very Ships were in Danger 
being fir'd, and the Hoops flew off from 
he Casks as if they had been parch'd at 
he Fire. The Wine and Water were both 
poilt, and the Men faiated away under that 
ntolerable Fiery Air. Eight Days they 
ontinu'd in that diſtreſs'd miſerable Con- 
tion, and fancy'd that their Ships conti- 


dea, and they always aſcending towards 
eaven. When the Calm had laſted eight 


Night 


nally went up Hill, as if it had been a riſing 


Days, the Wind ſprang up fresh, and being 
ight a Stern, the next Day they found 
hemſelves in a very temperate Air, and at. 


* 


On the other Hand, the Cacique Guari- Admird . 
upon new 

Diſcove- 

TICS» 


Calm, and ſuch a prodigious Heat, being 2 
4 
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Night the Poſition of the Stars was alter'@; 
The third Day they diſcry'd three ven 
high Mountains, which much rejoyc'd them 
for they had been almoſt burnt up with the 
Heat and began to want Water. They eaſily 
perceiv'd that the Country was inhabited 
becauſe from the Ships they could ſee { 
veral fine Gardens and Meddows covert 
with Flowers, the fragrant Scent whered 
; reach'd even to them. 
Diſcovery. They found a very convenient Harbour. 
every way fit to receive their Ships, and 
not far from them they ſpy'd a Canoe, i 
which there were twenty young Men 
well enough ſhap'd and handſome, arm 
with Bows and Arrows, but naked like al 
the other Indians, except their Privities, 
which they cover'd with Cotton Cloath, and 
wore on their Heads a ſort of peeked hiph 
crown'd Hat, or Cap. The Admiral that 
they might not be frighted, ſhew'd then 
little Looking-Glaſſes, Whiſtles, and other 
European Toys, which the Indians are nati- 
rally apt to admire; however thoſe Men 
fearing theſe were all Contrivances to fur- 
priſe and enſnare them, kept a loof off, al 
ways upon their Guard, without daring to 
come within Reach. Then he order'd his 
— Fifes to play and drums to beat, thinking to 
allure them by the Sound, which they looking 
upon as a Signal for Battel, bent their Bows 
and put themſelves into a Poſture to let fly 
their Arrows. At laſt ſuſpecting they 
might be ſome way drawn into Danger, 
they ply'd their Oars, and made away bt 
fore any thing could be learnt of them, a 
was deſir'd. 


About |? 


- 
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J About this Place they obſefv'd there was a 4 violent 
— ety ſtrong Current of the Water ſetting from Current. 


the aſt to Weſt, running with ſuch a violent 
A ream as if it had been a Torrent coming 
eon from the Mountains. The Admiral 
undaunted as he was, declar'd that in his 
hole Life, he had never been ſo much afraid. 
ext to this Current they came to a Streight 
r Paſſage, eight Miles over, which they 
ald Boca del Draco, that is, the Dragon's 1 
outh, with an Iſland cloſe by it, to which : 
Dey gave the Name of Margarita. That | | | 
| Current of ſalt Water was drove back ; 
gain by another, impetuous Stream of freſh 
ater, coming down from the Oppoſite | 
and, with the fame Swiftneſs and Rapi- | 
ty, forcing it ſelf forward into the Sea; 

t it was kept back by the ſalt Water = 
Eurrent, ſo that both thoſe furious Torrents = 
countring one another, rais'd Mountains | 
Foam for a great Diſtance about them, 
id made a moſt dreadful Noiſe. 


2 The Europeans being got within that Bay Coaſt of 
ne ulph, at length found {ſweet Water, Paria. 


dd very good to Drink, after ſailing fifty 
zagues, and the more they advanc'd 
eſtward the pleaſanter it was. They ſaw 
ands cultivated every where, without diſ- 
vering any Inhabitants or Houſes. At 
ength, coming to a large Plain, they lan- 

ſome Men to get Information. The 
dians ſeeing ſuch ſtrange People, ran down 
the Shore in Crowds, without the leaſt 


15 gn of Fear, treated them Friendly 
„eit Aboard the Ships, fignified to them 
7 


at the Country was call'd Paria, and that 
e farther they proceeded to the Weſtward 
ey would ſtill find it welt Peaplcd, the. 
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Enter tain- HE Spaniards going aſhore, were ö 
ment of ibe 1 ceiv'd by the Indians with extraon 
Spaniards. nary Demonſtrations of Affection. They al 
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Air being ſtill more temperate and pleaſant 
This Account made the Spaniards conclude 
that the_Diſcovery they had made was y 
ry conſiderable. The Cacique, or Petty Ku 
of the Country came down to the Harbou 
with ſeveral Canoes full of Indians, will 
had all of them Gold Collars about tha 
Necks and Bracelets on their Arms, wit 
precious Pearls hanging at their Ears, whid 
were found on the Banks of the adjacet 
Sea. The Indians did not much value th 
Wealth, and gave the Spaniards to unde 
ſtand, that if they would ſtay ſome Tin 
with them, they would fill large / Veſt 
with the like and give them. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Ihe Catholick Ring ſends a new Govern 
into the Weſt Indies, with Orders 
ſecure the Admiral and his Broth 
and ſend them Priſoners into Spain. 


running from all Parts to ſee them, 3 
they had been ſomething more than M 
Two of them, who ſeem'd to be the g 
cipal Perſons of that Nation, the one 
a great Age, and the other Vounger,! 
ter ſaluting them with the greateſt Ci 
ty, conducted them into a Hut or Coup 

Wil 
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which was exactly round, and before it a 
arge open Place or Square. They were 

eated on Stools very artificially made, of 
black ſhining Sort of Wood, and then 
reated with Meat and ſeveral Fruits, un- 
Wnown to the Europeans, as alſo white and 
ed Wines, not made of Grapes, but of 
undry Sorts of Fruits, of a delicious Taſte. 
hen they had eaten and drank, the young 
Man took the Spaniards by the Hand and 
ed them into a Chamber, where there were 


e everal Men and Women ſtanding apart 
rom one another, as white as Alabaſter, ex- 
et thoſe who were often expos'd to the Sun. 


t appear'd by their Behaviour and the Motions 
Whey made, that they had a great Eſteem 
r the Strangers. There was never a Man 
r Woman among all that Company, but what 
Nas adorn'd with ſeveral Strings of large 
Pearls and Gold Chains. The Europeans 
Wsking them where they got the Gold they 
ore; they ſignify'd to them by Signs, that 
hey found it upon certain Mountains, which 
they pointed at with their Fingers; but 
hat there was Danger in going thither, be- 
auſe ſeveral Indians had been devour'd ; 
though they could never perfectly conceive 
vhether it were by wild Beaſts, or by 
WC 4::bals. 
The Spaniards having ſtaid Aſhore till They e 
Noon, return'd to their Ships, with ſeveral Hips, 
Strings of Pearls, which the Indians had gi- 
en them. Then the Admiral ſet Sail, be- 
cauſe the Proviſions he was carrying tao 
Hiſpaniola, began to ſpoil. They had found 
Naa great River, near the EquinoQual A: 
WW undance of Weeds, which entangled and 
bindred the Way of their Ships. At length 
| 8 G 3 after 
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after many Fatigues, they arriv'd at Hie 

niola, on the 28th of Auguſt 1498, when 

they found all Things in Diforder and Con: 

fuſion; for that Roland, who had been thy 
Admiral's Officer, had revolted againſt hy 
Brother, and drawn ſeveral Spaniards inty 
Rebellion, as was faid in the laſt Chapter 

Rebels Beſides he had ſent Letters into Spain, ne 
ander the flecting heinouſly on the Admiral and hujff 


— . o a = =_ 
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1 Admiral. Brother, urging, that they were wicked Mel 0 
* wo had been guilty of all Sorts of lng (the! 
#4 ſtice, Inſolences and Outrages in the Ion 
Hiſpaniola; that they hang'd up Men fire 
the moſt trivial Matters; and that than: 

unreaſonable Jealouſy and unbounded Am bar 

tion being altogether intolerable, many HM the 

niards had been oblig'd to depart from then to! 

as Enemies to their Catholick Majeſties, an: 

only aſpiring to uſurp their Royal Author re 

in that New World. Whis 

Zi Vindi- On the other Side, the Admiral omittediito 

dation. nothing that might make the Catholick Ki dia 
ſenſible of the Baſeneſs of his Accuſers. HiWiſee 
declar'd they had murder'd Abundance the 


Women, after abuſing them; that they rang rr 
about the Iſland of Hiſpaniola plundering aft 
whereſoever they came; and that fearing ly, 
be puniſh'd, as they deſerv'd, at his Retur in. 
they were broke out into open Rebellion. M th. 
the mean while the Admiral ſent an hu 
dred Men to guard his Brother, whereſo E: 
ever he went; and, at the ſame Time, ſeu th 
him ſome Horſe, with Orders to fall upoi bu 
the Cacique Guarioneſe, who had under Il 
Command ſix Thouſand Men, arm'd wie 
indizz; Bows and Arrows, but ſtark naked, and al 
routed, their Bodies painted of ſeveral Colours from 
the Head to the Feet. They poſted "= 
1 * W 5 ; ; 5 | elves 
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ſelves on the Bank of a River, where the Go- 
vernour attack'd them ſeveral Times, having 
paſs'd over his Cavalry at another Place, 
which came upon the Iudians unexpected, 
who all fled up the Mountains to the Ca- 
cique Mayaboneſe, of whom they in vain de- 
manded Succours, for he was afraid leſt the 
overnour ſhould fall upon him. 


they were withdrawn into the Woods, he 
continu'd the Chace to take the Caciques a- 
vc, if poſſible, tho' that ſeem'd to be a 
eery difficult Undertaking. The Chriſtians 
ard preſs'd by Hunger, and ranging about 
the Woods to kill Fowl to eat, happen'd 
eo light upon two Servants belonging to Maya- 
u neſe, who ſhow'd them the Place, where 


Whis Men to paint themſelves from the Head 
Wto the Feet, after the Manner of the In- 
dians. The Cacique deceiv'd by the Likeneſs 
i ſeeing them afar off, came out to meet 
them, and they ſeiz'd him without any 
Trouble. The Cacique Guarioneſe was taken 
after the ſame manner, with all his Fami- 
Wy, and the People ſeeing their Caciques fallen 
into the Hands of the Spaniards ſubmitted 
themſelves to their Will. 
The Admiral and his Brother us'd all their 
Endeavours to extend the Dominions of 
the Catholick King, in the new World; 
but the Petty Kings and the People of the 
Iland Hiſpaniola, joyn'd with the Rebels to 
deſtroy them, and ſentycomplaints to Court 
againſt them. On the other Hand, all the 
Great men, allur'd by the Hope of enriching 
themſelves in thoſe new found Parts, con- 
G 4 tended 
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Accordingly he purſu'd thoſe that fled, 75? Ca- 


&cloſe at the Heels, and underſtanding that es 


Whe lay hid. The Governour caus'd two of 


Calumnies 
againſt rhe 


Admiral. 
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tended for the Government of them, with 
all poſſible Eagerneſs. Accordingly the 
induſtrionſly ſpread abroad a Report, thin 
the Admiral and his Brother deſign'd to. 
ſecure to themſelves the Dominion of th 
new World and in Order to it obſtruct 
the Spaniards coming to the Knowledge of 
the Gold Mines; that they had put then 
into the Caftody of their own Creature; 
that they ſent but a very inconſiderabl 
Quantity of that Metal into Spain, and reſervi 
the Reſt for themſelves ; and that the bett 
to bring about their Deſign, they had alrean 
put to death ſeveral Spaniards under dive 
Pretences. Theſe Rumours ſpread abr 
at Court, made ſuch Impreſſion on the Mud 
of the Catholick King, that he began ul 
complain that ſo little Gold was ſeat hi 
from Hiſpaniola, which in Reality was ol 
_occahon'd by the Miſunderſtanding betweel 
the Spaniards themſelves in the new World 
It was therefore reſolv'd at Court, to fent 
thither a new Governour, to examine al 
Matters upon the Spot and diſtinguiſh be 
cont Pri. twWeen the Innocent and the Guilty. f 
foner. into arri d in the Ifland of Hiſpaniola, with 
Spain. / Conſiderable Number of Men, before any by: 
dy had the News of their coming. The AC 
miral and his Brother being inform'd of 
came to meet him with Countenances al 
preſling how much they were pleas'd to i 
him there; but they were both immeu 
atly ſeiz d, as was every Thing that belong( 
to them. They were put into Irons by tit 
new Governour's Order and ſent away! 
that manner to Court. This Action was! 
ſufficient Demonſtration of the Inſtability 0 
worldly Affairs. Thoſe two Men ſo highl 
WIA os flavour! 
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zvour'd and honour'd by the Catholick King, 
vho, by their Induſtry had acquir'd him ſuch 
ighty Domimons, and who had undergone 
uch extraordinary Fatigues, for the making 
bf thoſe new Diſcoveries, which ſeem'd im- 
racticable to the molt knowing Men, were 
ow in a Moment reduc'd to the moſt mi- 
ſerable Condition that could be imagin'd- 
he Catholick King being inform'd that 
Whey were come to Cadiz, with Irons on 
their Hands and Feet, could not but be 
Wtouch'd with Compaſſion, and ſent ſeveral 
perſons to meet them, with Orders that they 
Whon!d be ſet at perfect Liberty, decently 1s ſet - as 
dad, as became them, and conducted to Court. Livery. 
hey gave the King an Account of all that 
Whad happen'd in India, ſo that the Truth 
being made out, ſtrict Orders were ſent for 
puniſhing the Offenders ſeverely. ” S 2 
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# Alphonſo Nino departs from Spain, to 
aiſcover New Countries, where Gold is 
found, | | 


FT E R the Arrival of Columbus and Coaſt of 


Pilots or Maſters of Veſſels, who had been 
aliſting to, or ſerv'd under him in his Diſ- 
as veries, reſolv'd to launch out into the O- 
Yen, in ſearch of other new Countries; aud 
ge Promiing the King the Fifth of all the Wealth 

=p they 


| his Brother in Spain, ſeveral of the Curiana. 
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Deſcript;- 
on of the 
Country. 
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they ſhould: happen to acquire, obtain'd whe! 
Letters Patent to authorize their Underta 0 
ings. They accordingly fitted out ſever 
Ships, at their own Expence, and ſteer 
ſundry Courſes, but: with poſitive Orders, ng 
to come within fifty Leagues of the Cow 
tries diſcover'd by the Admiral. Amoy 
theſe Alphonſo Nino ſail'd away to the Soutilf 
ward, and leaving on the Right-Hand t 
Provinces of Cumana and Manacapoua, 1 
riv'd ina Country, which the Natives call 
Curiana, where he found a Port, as comme 
dious as that of Cadiz, and a little Villa 
of only eight Cottages, in which there wet 
about fifty naked Men, belonging to ail 
ther very populous Town, which was abo 
three Miles off. The Inhabitants of the To 
with their Cacique at the Head of then 
came to ſee the Europeans, who gave the 
Whiſtles, Ribbons, little Knives, Looking 
Glaſſes, Strings of Glaſs Beads, and otheli 
ſmall Toys of that Nature; for which ti 
Indians return'd them large Pearls they wail 
about their Necks and Arms. The next Dal 
Alphonſo, after much Intreating, went ! 
their Town, but was daunted at the val 
Multitude of People he ſaw there, as hk 
ving but thirty Men with him. He gat 
them to underſtand by Signs, that if th 
had a Mind to buy any European Commer 
dities, they might come Aboard his Slll 
in their Canoes, to which they conſented ail 
carry'd a great Quantity of Pearls, whetf 
of they gave an hundred Pounds weight i 
Trifles of no Value. 

Alphonſo Nino perciev'd that theſe Peopl 
were gentle, imple, peaceable and lovers 6 


Strangers, and therefore reſolv'd to 60 (0 
| rhell 
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Indians go about ſtark naked, in all ſafety 
with no other Weapons but their Bows an 
Arrows. They kill'd as many Deer an 
wild Boars as the Europeans demanded «i 
them; but have neither Kine, Goats, ng 
Sheep. Their Bread is made of Maiz, _ 0 
is Indian Wheat, and of Roots, like Tha 

in the Iſland Hiſpaniola. They are continy 
ally chewing of a certain Herb, to mak 
their Teeth white, and when they ſpit i 
out, they waſh their Mouths. The Wome 
look to the Tillage and Houſhold Affairs 


wear a Peice of Cotton Cloth over thol 
Parts, which Modeſty requires ſhould be Cot 
ceald ; but are all naked in their Houſe 
The Men are naturally Jealous of thel 
Wives, and therefore kept them up, with 
out allowing them to go aboard the Ship) 
tho* they were very deſirous to ſee the BY 
rities of Europe. | . 4 


the Men go a hunting and to the Way e 
and have the Charge of all Sports, Fei fu 
vals and Diverſions. They have Pots, Uri 
and other Veſſels made of Earthen WaraW1: 
of ſeveral Colours, which they buy of the b 
Neighbours; for the Indians of ſeveral PHB 
vinces meet at Fairs and Markets, to wii v 
they all carry their Commodities, to excha f 
them for ſuch Goods as they want at home 
being utter Strangers to the Uſe of Mol tt 
ney, They are very covetous and earn! 
for any Curioſities that are not to be fo 
in their own Countries. About their Nec 
they wear Strings of Pearls; as alſo lit 
Birds and other ſmall Animals very artig 
citlly made in Gold. 20 ( 
The Women ſcarce go out of their Houſes 
but whenſoever they appear in publick, the 
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ardens and well cultivated Fields; but the 


people of it were very ſavage, and would 
entertain noCommerce with Strangers. Alphonſo 
Nino well ſatisfy'd with the Gold and Pearls 
he had got together, reſolv'd to return home 
the ame Way he came. 


Running along the Coaſt of the Province Priſoners 

Wof Pearls call'd Curiana, and failing up to” 
the Boca del Drago, or Dragons Mouth, be- 
fore mention'd, he met with twenty Canoes 
full of Canibals, who were hunting about for 
Nen to devour. They attack'd the Ship with 


ſuch Fury, as was more like Madneſs, and 


beſetting it on all Sides, began to ply their 
FBows and Arrows; but were quite aſtoniſ'd 
when they heard the Canon the Spaniards 


fir'd, and immediatly betook themſelves to 
1g to ſee what would 
follow. Our Men purſu'd them with their 
Boat, and took a Canoe that was full of 
thoſe Canibals, many of whom caſt rhem- 
ſelyes into the Water and ſwam aſhore, 


__ 017 one was left in the Canoe, who guard- 


ed three Men that were faſt bound, in Or- 
der to be eaten, when they ſhould have 
The Priſoners were let loſe and 
the Canibal deliver'd up ro them, bound 
Hands and Feet, with full Power to do 
hat thought fit, to revenge 
themſelves. They kick'd and beat him fo 
long with their Fiſts and Cudgels, that 
they left him for Dead, ſo much were they 
incens'd for the Loſs of their Companions, 
whom the Canibals had devour'd and kept 
them to be put to the fame Uſe the next 
Thefe 
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| The Spaniards. advancing farther, j 
ery delightful - Country, water'd 'by plea- ble _ 


1 . — Es. 
ant Rivers, and diverſify'd with curious® 


fou nd 4 In tracta- 


nibals. 
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Theſe Prifoners inform'd the Spanje 

that the Canibals infeſted the whole Ilan 

to rob and murder all they met. That f 

theNight-time they paliſado themſelves abou 

for their greater Security, a nd makeBxcur. 

ſions from thence, ſpreading abroad on {4 

| Sides to plunder. In the Province of Cui 

| ana they ſaw the Head of one of the prin 

| cipal Canibals, made faſt to a Door, in To 
1 ken of a Victory obtain'd over them. 

n made. In the Province of Haraia thère was found 

a great Quantity of Salt, which is made af 

fer this Manner. When the Wind blow 

violently fron! the Sea, the Sea Water i 

let into a large Plain, and when the Wind 

falls, the Sun changes that Water into a ve 

ry white Salt, and in ſuch Abundance, that 

many Ships might be loaded with it ; but 

if it happens to rain, that Salt preſently turns 

again into Water. The Neighbouring Ne 

tions come thither to exchange other Com: 

Dead Bo-MOdities for that Salt. When any Man 

dies pre- Note dies, they lay the Body on a large 

ferv'd. Gridiron, to draw out all the Moiſture of the 

Fleſh with a gentle Fire, ſo that ſcarce ay 

thing remains but the Skin and Bones, which 

they preſerve out of Reſpect to him. 

On the 13th of February, Alphonſo Nino re- 

turn'd towards Spain with fourſcore and ſixteen 

Pounds Weight of Pearls, which he had i 

Exchange for things of a very inconſiderable 

Value, and arrived ſixty Days after in' the 

the Kingdom of Galicia, He was atcusd of 27 

concealing the moſt Part of the Treaſure that rd 

belong'd to the King; for which Reaſon e! 

Ferdinand de Lega, Governour of Galicia had 

Orders to ſecure him; but ke clear'd him- 

ſelf and was diſcharg'd. 2/ 
| CHAP 
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C'H:A'FP. IX. 
he Voyages of Pinzon and Arias, his 
Nephew, who ſaiPd towards the Antar- 
tick Pole, where they ſaw wery ſtrange 
Nations. 


CUCH about, the ſame Time Pin- 

zon and Arias, his Nephew, who had 
en both with Chriſtopher Columbus in his firſt 
voyage, fitted out four Ships at their own 
oper Coſt and Charges, and faild from 

e Port of Palos de Moguer, in Andaluzia, - 
the 18th of November, in the Year 1499, Pinzon 
don the Deſign of diſcovering new Lands. __ * 
hey arriv'd in a few Days at the Cana- 


„ and thence at the Iſlands of Cabo Verde. 
een having ſail'd three hundred Leagues 
| ther they loſt the North Pole, and were 
rot a ſuddain aſſaulted by moſt furious Storms 


Wd raging Winds, and almoſt in inevitable 
anger of Periſhing. But holding on the 
me Courſe, they at length diſcover'd the 
huth Pole. The Stars appear'd to them 
different from thoſe of our Hemiſphere ; 


tent a very thick Fog hindred their making 
1 ig WW) exact Obſervation of them, yet after- 
ble ds the Fog clearing up thoſe Stars ſeem'd 
rhe MF be extraordinary bright, and bigger than 


| off On the 2oth of January they diſco- 
chit the Land at a Diſtance, and caſting 
aſon e Lead, found ſixteen Fadom Water. They 
had ade up to the Shore and run along it 


0 Days, without meeting any Man, tho” 
ey ſaw the Prints of Mens Feet. They 
cut 
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A fierce 
Nation. 


Nation, like the Tartars, who have noſe 


ey worſt It was agreed to follow them by the Trad 
He SP4- 


wards. 


were twice as big as the Feet of other d 
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cut their own and the Catholick King's Nau 
on the Barks of the Trees. In the Night thy 
ſaw ſeveral Lights, and an Aſſembly of abu 
dance of Men, which they ſuppos'd to I 
an Army drawn into the, Field. The Can 
mander ſent twenty Men well arm'd total 
a View of them, with Orders, not to mal 
any Noiſe. Theſe ſaw a vaſt Multitude ff 
Men, but thought not fit to go up to the 
for fear they ſhould be ſcar'd away, cho 
rather to wait till the next Day. As 
as the Sun appear'd forty Men were ſal 
out towards them, and the Indians ſeeinfi 
them, detatch'd thirty of their Number an 
meet them, arm'd with their Bows and Al 
rows. Theſe thirty were follow'd by a greif 
er Number of Men, of a larger Size tu 
ordinary, with fierce Aſpects, and threatnu 
all the Way they went. The Spaniards mal 
all manner of Geſtures to, pacify and pe 
fwade them that they were their Friends 
but the T:d:ans ſavagely haughty, would wii 
ver ſuffer them to come near; ſo that ili 
Spaniards were forc'd to go back to tha 
Ships, without being able to prevail, wil 
a full Reſolution to attack and try the 
Courage the next Day; but as ſoon as 
was Night, the Indians retir'd. The Spa 
ards concluded that this was a wander 


led Place of Abode, but encamp, one Di 
in one Place, and the next in another, will 
their Wives and Children, living upon wil 
they can get by Hunting. 


and ſeeing the Prints of their Feet on tl 
Sand, they meaſur'd them, and found tie 


— 


dini 
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W:iry Men. The Spaniards found a River 
ich had not Water enough to bear the 
ips, and therefore they put ſeveral arm'd 
ea into four Boats, to difcover higher a- 
g it. Theſe ſaw a great Number of Men 
a little Hill, at a ſmall Diſtance from 
> Bank of the River, who by the Signs 
ey made, ſeem'd to expreſs a great Deſire 
converſing with them. The Spaniards durſt 
St truſt them, and therefore put only one 
an Aſhore, who threw them a Whiſtle, 
Wd they in Return, threw a large Piece of 
pid, but the Spaniard going to take it up; 
ad himſelf on a Suddain beſet by a Mul- 


Wude of Indians; he defended himſelf 
feuß ich his Sword, and gain'd Time, till thoſe 
th W the Boat could come to his Aſſiſtance. 
nig 


e Engagement was ſharp, eight Spaniards 


md enough to do to retire and get back 
to their Boats. Their Spears and Swords 
Wuld not defend them againſt the Strokes of 
We /:4;ans, of whom nevertheleſs a con- 
lerable Number was Kkilld. All that 
aughter made them not to ſlacken the leaſt, 
WF abate any thing of their Courage, but 
ey purſu'd the Spaniards down to their very 
dats, took one of them and kill'd the Pilot. 
he reſt of the Men had enough todo to 
ve themſelves in the other three Boats, 
mon diſcourag'd by this Misfortune, 
ought fit to leave that Coaſt. 
Having ſaid forty Leagues farther, they 
ame into a Sea of freſh Water, which ſwell'd 
th the Acceſſion of ſeveral great Rivers 
hat fell from the Mountains with wonder- 
| Force and Impetuouſneſs. At the Mouth 
f this Gulph there were ſeveral Iſlands 
H inhas 


Wmain'd dead upon the Spot, and the reſt 
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inhabited by courteous and peaceable Pay 
' ple, but who had no Commodities to Te 
Maria- with. This Province is call'd Mariatam 
1 After fome Days failing towards the Nori 
they perceiv'd the Polar Star, which appearl 
almoſt upon the Horrizon. In the aforeſai 
Iflands they ſaw Trees of ſuch a prodigy 

Bigneſs, that fix Men could ſcarce faday 
them; and a monſtrous Sort of Creature 
who had the Body and the Head of a Fay 
the hind Feet and Quarters like a Cat, and th 
Fore-feet like a Man's Hand. One of they 
was taken with its Young and carry'd to th 
King of Spain, they were expos'd to be kn 
by all Perſons, but the Change of the 
made them live a very ſhort Time. 
they had ſail'd above fix hundred League 
PA long the Coaſt of Paris, they had a molt ara 
Ps eck. ful Storm, in July, in which two of the Wl 
foundred, the third was beaten to Pieces, a 

the fourth weather'd the Storm with man 

Difficulty, the whole Ship's Crew being ul 
and quite in Deſpair ; but being juſt ar. 
Point of Death thep got Aſhore; where 
were in no more ſafety than before, tearing 
deſtroy'd by the Inhabitants. Some Days 
the Weather grew calm, they went Aba 
F-1a44 to their Ship a gain, directed their Conti 
Spain, Spain, and arriv'd on the laſt Day of 
ber at Palos de Moguer, not far from 
Since that Time many have ſail'd to the 
vince of Paria, whence abundance of Gold 
Pearls and of excellent Caſſia have been br 
do Europe, | 4 
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CHAP: X. 


{imiral Columbus returns into the New 
World, by the Catholic Xing's Order; 
where he diſcovers ſeveral Countries, 
abounding in all Things neceſſary for the 
Support of Humane Life. 


Olumbus having ſpent two Years in Spain, A great 
fitted out four Ships by the Catholick Nun. 
Ling's Order, and on the Ninth of May, 
W the Year 1502 ſail'd from Spain, with 
is Brother and two hundred and ſeventy 
Men. He arriv'd in nineteen Days at the 
ands of the Canibals, and in ſeven more 
that of Hiſpaniola; fo that, according to 
is Computation he ran twelve hundred 
eagues in fix and twenty Days. He de- 
arted thence in a few Days, and leaving 
W-474ica and Cuba on his Right-hand, came 
d an Iſland call'd Guanaſſa. Coaſting along Guanaſſa 
e Shore of it, they diſcover'd two very Hand. 
rge Canoes, tow'd by Indians with Cotton 
opes. The Cacique or Lord of the Coun- 
y, with his Wife and Children, all naked 

ere in thoſe Canoes. Thoſe who tow'd 
em, made Signs to the Spaniards, 10 a 
ry haughty and fierce manner, to get out 

the Way for them to -paſs, believing they 
Wit to have the ſame Reſpect for their 
H 2 Ma- 
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Maſter, that they bore him themſelves. Som 
Men were put Aſhore, who took the tw 
Canoes and all that were in them. T 
Spaniards were given to underſtand by meay 
of an Interpreter, that the owner of th 
Canoes was a rich Merchant, who cam 
from trading with the Neighbouring N. 
tions, whence he brought Razors and Knify 
made of a Sort of tranſparent Stone, an 
put into Hafts of a very hard Sort 
Wood. He had beſides Abundance of othe 
neceſſary Utenſils belonging to a Hou, 
ſome Veſlels of Earthen Ware, curious 
made, others of the aforeſaid tranſpareii 
Stone; Cotton Cloths of all Sorts of Cs 

lours; and ſeveral Rarities of Parrots Fer 
thers put together, with wonderful Won 
manſhip. The Admiral caus'd him to | 
diſmiſs'd and reſtor'd him all his Good 
whereof the Indian very freely offer'd hin 
part, informing him as to all Things rel 
ting to that Coaſt. | 

Sailing ten Leagues farther they diſc 
ver'd a plentiful Country, ot a vaſt exteil 


Columbus nam'd Chiapa. There he caus df 
veral Huts to be erected, made of the Boug 
of Trees, in one of which he had Mil 
ſaid, to return Thanks to God for til 
Diſcovery. Soon after a mighty Numb 
of Indians came to the Place all naked, @ 
cepting only ſome Parts of the Body, whil 


they cover'd with large Leaves of Tera 
They drew near the Europeans, without El. 
manner of Fear and gaz'd on them as ſom en 
thing more than Men. Some of them bro af 


ſcveral ſorts of the Country Fruit, and a 
| Pitch 
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Pitchers of Water which they freely offer'd, 
and then bowing their Heads very low, 


Courteous, us'd all poſſible Demonſtrations 
of Kindneſs and gave them little Looking- 
Glaſſes, Strings of Glaſs-Beads, and other 
Erhbings of this Nature, which pleas'd them 
beſt. All this Country 1s rich and fruit- 
ful; the Air is pleaſant and wholſome; there 


aui plenty of all Things neceſſary for the 
d8WS"pport of human Life; the Land is partly 
tha plains and partly Mountains, all of them 
zl Wcover'd with Trees, Fruit and Flowers, at 


Whe ſame Time. Several Springs and Brooks 
cut and Water the Plains. There are alſo 
Woods of Pine and Palm Trees, with wild 
Wines, growing naturally of themſelves, cloſe 
Sunder the Trees and loaded with Cluſters 


0 Mok ripe Grapes. They made Swords and 
doe pears of the Wood of a certain Species of 
h alm-Trce. Cotton grows all the Country 
rel over, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance from In- 


Auſtry. It produces all ſorts of Grain and 
Roots fit to make Bread. The Woods 
Pre full of Lions, Tigers, Deer, Birds of 
all Colours and ſeveral Sizes. Peacocks of 
a moſt delicious taſte are fed in the Houſes, 
as Fowl are in other Parts, for their com- 
mon Uſe. The Natives are of a large 
Size and well ſnap'd; they Paint all their 
Bodies over with the Juice of certain Fruits, 
like the Apples in Europe, which they plant 
In their Gardens for that Purpoſe. Some 
paint themſelves all over red, others all 
Black ; and others adorn themſelves drawing 
ſeveral Flowers, Roſes, and ſtrange Figures 
after the Mooriſh Faſhion. The Admiral 
H 3 ob- 


they withdrew. Columbus ſeeing them ſo 


101 


| N 
Type General HISTORY N 
obſerving that the Sea ſet there with a yi. 
olent Stream to the "Weſtward, did nf 
think fir to proceed any farther that Way; 
but choſe rather to turn back towards th 
Coaſt of Paria, and Boca del Drago or th 
Dragons Mouth, before ſpoken of, fron 
which he thought he was not very far. 


"= 
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Of the ſeveral Rarities Columbus obſer 
wed in his Way, and of the Diſpoſitin 
of the People of the Country. 


HF departed from Quiriquitana on th 
one and twentieth of Auguſt, and hi 
ving ſail'd thirty Leagues, came to a might 

River, which carries its freſh Water a great 

Way into the Sea, before it mixes with the 

Salt. They advanced but ſeventy Leagud 

in forty Days, and that with much Difficu 

ty, being kept back by the ſtrong Currell 

of the Water; ſo that they ſometimes foull 

in the Evening that they had rather gol 
backward then advanc'd, and were fain t0 

lie at Anchor all Night, for Fear of runnin 

- > "Wh upon the Rocks. In the Space of eig 
Leagues they found three ſeveral Rivers fil 
of Fiſh and Tortoiſes, and the Banks all c 
ver'd with Canes thicker than a Many 
Thigh, among which there are ſeveral N 
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f Creatures, as Crocodiles, and others, which 
lay basking in the Sun. The Air of theſe 
Countries is ſo wholeſome and pleaſant, 
What none of all the Men were the leaſt in- 
liſpos'd, during the whole Voyage. They 
here ſaw a Wood all full of Mirabolan 
rees. About two hundred of the Country 
People came out to meet the Spanaras, ha- 
wing each of them four Javelings in his Hand 
Wo dart; however they are of a gentle and 
peaceable Diſpoſition and did no Body any 
Harm, but refus'd what was offer'd to be 
Wiven them, fearing there might be ſome 
Fraud conceal'd under it, and thoſe who took 
ny thing left it upon the Shore, being na- 
vrally more inclin'd to give than to receive. 
hey offer'd the Spaniards two moſt beaus 
Witul young Maids, giving them to under- 
and by Signs, that they might carry them 
way whither they pleas'd. The Men are 
Wark naked, and ſhave their Forheads, but 
ear their Hair long behind; the Women 
ind up their Treſſes with a-Cotton Ribbon. 
he Admiral caus'd the tw Maidens to be 


1116 


te endſomely clad, put red Caps upon their 
go leads and ſent them back to their Father; 
cuWut they left the Cloaths and Caps on the 
feu hore. Columbus accepted of two young 
du len, to make Interpreters of them, that his 
go len might learn the Language of the Coun- 
0 ry, and to teach them the Spaniſh Tongue, 
NO -01umbus obſery'd that there is very little 
clo bbiog and flowing on that Sea, becauſe he 
sf the Trees grew along the Edge of the 
. ater, as they do on the Banks of Ki- 
fan" ers and Brooks. Several of theſe Trees 


ow'd down their Branches to the Ground, 
4 H 4 : an 
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and even to the Bottom of the Water, ma b- 


after the ſame Manner as the Vines 4 G 
in Europe. In this Province they found t! 


ſort of Creatures like our Cats, but with t! 

a longer and thicker Tail, on which thai 13 

lay all their Streſs when they deſign vl 1: 

leap down from a higher Place, or from oli C 
Branch or Tree to another. A Spanialli t! 

with an Arrow wounded one of theſe Cr ſe 

tures which flew down from the Tree will o 
wonderful Swiftneſs, and fell upon him th / 

had hurt him, who drawing his Sword all 4 

off one of its fore Legs and tock it, cg 

rying it to the Ship where it became tan < 

One Day ſeveral Spaniards, who were ii C 

Want of Proviſions, going into the Wood Þ 

to hunt for ſome wild Creatures to feed r 

took a wild Boar alive, which they carry * 
Aboard their Veſſel. As ſoon as ever t 

Cat ſpy'd the Boar, ſhe grew enrag'd, I 

upon it, and laying Hold of it, with n 

Tail and the fore Leg ſhe had left, kill * 

It. a 
Diſcovery Advancing farther fourteen Leagues ala * 
fo 8 the Coaſt, they diſcovered about three h c: 
— dred naked Men, who ſet up a threat * 
Cry, when they ſaw the Europeans, u Þ 

filling their Mouths with Water and fa ' 


— 


Herbs as grew along the Banks, ſpit the 
out again, with Indignation againſt ti 
Strangers, giving to underſtand that thi 
would have no Communication with tber 
Their Bodies were all over painted ( 
ſeveral Colours, but not their Faces. Tit 
Admiral to ſcare them, order'd ſome Cal 
non to be fir'd without Ball; for he was 
Opinion that the Indians were to be gair 


we 
—— 
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by fair Means. The Noiſe of the great 
Guns terrify'd them, they all fell down upon 
the Ground and begg'd Mercy; brought 
their Commodities to the Ship, and willing- 
ly exchang'd their Gold Chains and Brace- 
lets, for Strings of Glaſs Beads. In that 
Coaſt there are ſeveral Rivers, in which 
they find Gold. The Natives cover them- 
ras ſelves with large Leaves of Trees to keep 
off the Rain and the Heat of the Sun. The 
tu [dias call'd the Country Vibba, and the 
ae Admiral finding a commodious Harbour, 
cali gave it the Name of Porto Bello, as it is 
na call'd to this Day. The King of this 
, i Country by ſpecial Priviledge had all his 
os Body painted Black, the People being all 

red. The King and the ſeven principal 
Men, wear a little Plate of Gold made faſt 
to their Noſe and hanging down to their 
Lips, which is one of their greateſt Orna- 
Wl ments. The Men cover their Privities with 
a very large Oyſter-Shell, the Women with 
a Cottton Ribbon. They have a certain 
Plant in their Gardens which produces a deli- 
cate ſort of Fruit, more pulpy than a Peach, 
and of a moſt exquiſitive Flavour. On the 
“Banks there are Crocodils or Alligators, 
al which fly as ſoon as Men come near and 


the 2s they go ſend forth a Scent far excelling 
that of Musk. 
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The Admiral returns into Spain, to ging 
the Ning an Account of his new Diſcove, 


ries, and dies. | 


Olambus did not think fit to proceet 

any farther. Being ſo well ſatisfyd 
that this Country abounded in Gold more 
than any other, for they found it mix'd with 
the Earth, in all the Ditches and about 
the Roots of the Trees. He reſolv'd to 
ſettle there, but was hindred by the Had. 


ans. A great Multitude of them cam 


down, encompaſſing the Spaniards, who hal i 
already began to build their Huts, with} 
loud Cries. It was very difficult to withſtand 
the firſt Attacks of the Indians, who fought 
at a Diſtance, caſting their Darts, and pour- 
ing ſhowers of Arrows. Then they dre 
near with their wooden Swords, and bepal 
to lay about them ſo furiouſly, that all the 
Cannon from the Ships had no Effect, nor 
did it daunt them in the leaſt, they being 
reſolv'd rather to die, than to ſee their 
Country poſleſs'd by Strangers. They were 
willing to admit of them as Traders, ot 
Paſſengers, but not as Inhabitants. Tho 
they had been ſeveral Times beaten and re- 


puls'd, they ſtill return'd and renew'd ther 
Aſſaults with the ſame Intrepidity ; ſo that 
as the Europeans made their utmoſt Efforts 
to fortify their Habitation, ſo the Indian 

came 


py — — 2. — — — — —— 5 


iu 


the firſt Ship that ſail'd, in Order to return 
into Spain and acquaint his Catholick Ma- 
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came on ſtill with greater Force to drive 
them away, fighting Day and Night with- 
ont any Intermiſſion. The Admiral perceiving 
their Obſtinacy, thought fit to withdraw to 
Jamaica, the ſhorteſt Way. He ſuffer'd very 
much in his Paſſage thither, and arriv'd at 
that Iſland in a very bad condition, where 
he was oblig'd to continue ſeveral Months, 
becauſe his Ships were utterly diſabled and 


the wanted Proviſions. 


Being at length come to Santo Dominosg, 
in the Iſland Hiſpaniola, he refreſtd himſelf 
there for a few Days, and then went aboard 


jeſty with the Diſcoveries he had made 


lalong the Continent. The King and all the 
Court heard his Relation with much Satis- 
faction and Amazement ; which encourag'd 
Wmany to attempt the like Enterprizes. The 


Admiral withdrawing into Caſtile, to take 
ſome Reſt after his extraordinary Fatigues, 
being then old and much troubled with the 
Gout, died at Valladolid in May, of the 


ear 1506, and order'd his Body, in his 


Will, to be bury'd at Sevil. He was with- 


out all diſpute, a moſt wonderful Man, and 
never to be daunted or diſcourag'd by any 


Difficulties. The Diſcovery of the new 
World, gain'd him immortal Honour. Had 
be livd among the Ancients, they would 


certainly have erected Statues in Honour of 
bim, as they did to Hercules and Bacchus, 


Don James Columbus his Son, was his Heir, 
whoſe Wealth together with his Father's 
Reputation procur'd him to Wife, the no- 
dle lady Mary of Toledo, Daughter to Don 

| SEES | Ferdinand 
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Returns ug 
Jamaica, 


And then 
to Spain. 


Dies, 
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Ferdinand de Toledo, Commendary of 1 


bis Papers the particulars of his laſt Voyage, and 
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and of the gteateſt Quality in Spain. 
In his Papers after his Death, were found 


of all the Coaſts he had Diſcover'd. He 
there obſerves among other Things, that in 
thoſe Countries they enjoy a continual Spring 
and Autumn, all the Year about, there bein 
always Flowers and Fruit; that the Air ; 
extraordinary Temperate and healthy ; that 
none of his Company ever had the leaf 
Diſtemper, or felt exceſſive Cold or Heat; 
that the Natives of the Country are very 
skilful in gathering of Gold; that they per- 
fectly know the Place where there is moſt 
of it to be found; that they obſerve pat. 
ticular Ceremouies when they prepare thems 
ſelves to gather it, never daring to hare 
to do with their Wives during, all the Time 
they are about it, eating and drinking very 
ſparingly and abſtaning from all ſorts ot 
Pleaſures; and that they adore the Sun, the 
only worſhip they perform to him, being to 
bow to him at his Riſing. The Mountains 
in the Province of Veragua far exceed the 
Clouds in Height ; and the Admiral, who 
was the firſt that ever diſcover'd them, wa 
of Opinion, that it was at leaſt five and 
twenty Leagues to the Top of them. 
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CHAP. XIII. oY 4 


The Catholick King Orders the Comman- 
ders Alonſo de Hojeda, and Diego de 


Nicueſſa to plant Colonies in the New 
World, | - 


. THE Court of Spain reſolv'd to pro- Hojeda es 
Ns ſecute the Enterprize began by the Cartha- 
ve Admiral Chriſtopher Columbus, who had often Sena. 
ne WF {aid that Veragua and Uraba, were the pro- 
5 WW pereſt Places for ſettling Colonies of Chri- 
of WF ſtians. Theſe two Places are in about 
he nine Degrees of North Latitude. Alonſo de 
to Hsjeda fitted out ſome Ships and put to Sea, 
as WF with about three hundred Men. After ſome 
ne Days fail, he arriv'd at a certain Place 
ho on the Continent, which had been diſco- 
a WF ver d by Columbus, who had given it the 
nd WF Name of Carthagena. This Port is very 
ſpacious and Land lock'd on all Sides, like 
that of Carthagena, in Spain. The Men and 
| Women there are beauritul and well ſhap'd. 
On the Trees there are Apples very plea- Poijorom 
ſant to the Eye, but poiſonous, in ſo much Abbes. 
P. that thoſe who eat of them feel their Bowels, 
as if they were torn to Pieces, much after 
the manner as if the Worms gnaw'd them; 
and if a Man happens to ſleep under the 
Snade of theſe Trees, his Head ſwells ro 
4 


1 


a - prodigious -Bigneſs, and he almoſt loſs 
his Sight. Hojeda entring the Port, afſaul- 
ted the Natives by Surprize, and made 
great Slaughter of them, becauſe he cam 
upon , them when they were parted and al 
naked. | | 
Klebe, He had receiv'd Orders to put all to the 
f Chriſte. Sword, becauſe they would never ſuf 
4 the Europeans, who had diſcover'd that Coun- 
try, to make any Settlement there. Her 
they found fome little Gold, beaten out in 
to Plates, which the Indians wear on their 
Stomachs, as an Ornament. Hojeda caug( 
ſome Priſoners to conduct him to a Place, 
whither the Indians living about the Har 
bour had withdrawn themſelves, to join the 
| other Natives; who being all arm'd with 
=. Swords made of very hard Wood, and pot 
| ſon'd Arrows, the Points whereof are made 
* of Bone, inſtead of Iron, fell upon the 
3 Chriſtians with ſuch Reſolution and Fury, 
al and dreadful Shouts, that they kill'd above 
* ſixty of them the very firſt Charge. He 
4 jeda was thus oblig'd to retire to his Ships 
with the reſt of his Forces, which were in 
Deſpair for the Loſs of ſo many of their 
Companions. 
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Nicuem About the ſame Time the Commander 
&rives, Diego de Nicueſſa arriv'd there, bringing 
ſix hundred and fourſcore Mea in five Ships. 
They held a Council to reſolve what Mes. 
ſures they ſhould take, and unanimouſly 4. 
greed to revenge the Death of their Com- 
panions; and accordingly drawing up ther 
Men in order of Battel, march'd all the Night 


without making any Noiſe, and came two 
Hours 


of VoYAGEs ind TRAVELS. 
Hours before Day to the Village, where the 


£rſ: Battel had been fought. All the Houſes Deſtrui- 
were made of Wood and cover'd with $4 In- 
Leaves, to which the Spaniards ſet Fire on 


u Sides, ſo that all the Inhabitants, Men 

and Women, were either burnt or put to 
me Sword, except fix Children, who told 
Wthem that the Indians had dreſs'd the Spa- 
niards ſlain in the former Ingagement, to 
eat them. A little Gold was there found, 


been burnt. Having ſucceeded in this Expe- 
dition, and being inform'd that there was a 
large Indian Town, cloſe by a rich Gold 
Mine, the Commander Hojeda reſoly'd to 
Attack it, and by the Way took two Ca- 
nibals and fix Women of the ſame Nation. 
be Inhabitants of the Town having re- 
eiv'd Intelligence of their coming, ſtood 
pon their Guard Day and Night to fight 


ery great Loſs of Men, becauſe the Indians 
lefended themſelves with poiſon'd Arrows. 
Vejeda himſelf was ſhot through the Thigh 
With one of thoſe Arrows, which for a long 
ime put him to intolerable Pain, not to 
Mention the Want he endur'd, for all the 
Kountry was againſt him. Beſides his Sol- 
Pers, mutiny'd againſt him, alledging that he 
arv'd them, and reſolv'd to go away upon 
Wo Brigantines into Hiſpaniola, for there 
ere but ſixty left of three hundred that 
pane into the New World. 


Ano- 


among the Aſhes of the Houſes that had 


them, if they were attack d. In ſhort, Hojeda gp,niards 
was repuls'd the firſt Aſſault he made, with defeated: 
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Enciſo 


id 


Darien. 


and a Church of her Name, and to ſend one 
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Another Parcel of Spaziards under the Con: 
duct of the Batchelor Enciſo imbark'd ing 
Brigantine, to find out ſome conveniem 
Habitation. The Indians of that Country, 
who ' had never ſeen a Veſlel under Sall 
were aſtoniſh'd at that unuſual Sight, but 
however they provided to hinder the Stra 
gers from landing. They were about fl 
hundred Men, arm'd with Bows and Ar: 
rows, and immediatly ſent away ther 
Wives and Children, that they might 
have nothing to hinder them when in 
gag'd. The Chriſtians, whoſe Number wa 
bur ſmall, fell to their Prayers, and made; 
Vow to. our Lady of Sevil to build a Tow 


of their Number in Pilgrimage to Spain, 
they obtain'd the Victory; beſides they in 
gag'd to one another, that no one would 
turn his Back upon the Enemy. Bei 
thus prepar'd, they ruſh'd on furiouſly up 
the Indians, who gave them a full Volley d 
their Arrows, which yet did no Execution, tit 
Spaniards being cover'd with Bucklers ot 
very hard Sort of Wood. After ſome 0p 
poſition, they all fled and left their Tow 
to the Spaniards, who found there Bread ail 
other Proviſions to ſerve them a Year, bt 
ſides ſeveral valuable Commodities, as Cob 
ton Blankets, on which the Natives 1k 
Veſſels of Wood, and Earthen Ware, Gol 
Chains and Plates. This Wealth overjoj 
the Chriſtians, who purſuant to their Von 
built a Church, in Honour of the Bleſſe 
Virgin, and a Town, which became aftel 
wards one of the famouſeſt in the de 
World. 

kar 
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de Olans having found out a rich and 

ruitful Vale, with the Conſent of the reſt 

Ir his Company reſolv'd to take the Veſſels 

pieces, in order to ſertle in the Indies, 

ad never more think of returning into Spain. 

ccordingly. they began to fow Maiz or 

ian Wheat and other Grain, that they 

Wizht have ſomething to ſubſiſt on; for they 

a till then ſuffer'd the -urmoſt Extremity 

Want, having for the laſt: ſixty Days fed 

nly upon a few Herbs and Roots, without 

ding ſo much as good Water to drink. 

eſides that they were often hard put to it 

the Natives, a fierce People, with whom 

Ney could not obtain the leaſt Commerce, 

Wd who daily. kil'd ſome of them with 

Peir poiſon d Arrows; fo that of fix hun- 

Id that imbark'd in Spain, they were now 

ducd to fourſcore and five, the reſt being 

dead for Want, or elſe kiſd in the ſmall 

Pgagements they had with the Indians. How- 

Per they built, the beſt they were able a ſmall Nombre 

ort, which they call'd Nombre de Dios, or the de Dios 

ame of God, which has been ſince one of the bail. 


heſt and moſt conſiderable Towns in the 
eſt Indies, 
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F he Adventures of al Roderick 
Colmenar and the Mersfortunes he met 
with in his V 0yages. 


) Oderick ci ſet out from Hiſpanio- col 77 
la, on the Thirteenth of October, in the iger 
ear 1510, carrying fix hundred Men along tune. 


* with 


Ti4 


Cloak was a Veſt, or Robe reaching doi 


their Arrows ſo dexteronfly at them, thi 


Miferies 
of >pani- 
ards about 
Uraba. 
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with him. He directed his Courſe towan 
the Continent, and arriv'd on the Coat 
Paria in the Month of November; Where 
ſent a Boat aſhore to take in Water. He 
they obſerv'd a Mountain of a” prodiping 
Height and cover'd with Snow, tho' it 
within ten Degrees of the Equinoctial. C 
ing aſhore, they ſound a good likely My 
cloathꝰd in Cotton Cloth, attended by twalli 
ty others, all of them clad like him. 0 

his Shoulders hung a ſhort Cloak, which 
not reach below his Middle, and under ti 


to the Ground. He drew near the $ 
ni ards, and ſeem'd by Signs to adviſe then 
not to take of that Water, becauſe it wa 
not good, and they might find better a lif 
tle higher; but the perfidious Wretch lit 
laid ſix hundred of his Men, arm'd will 
Bows and Arrows in Ambuſh, who fellq 
on the Spaniards, as they were going abat 
to fill their Veſſels with Water, and 


they wounded fix and furty in the Twill 
ting of an Eye, before they could have Ti 
to look about, or put themſelves ina Vl 
ſture of Defence, then they ſeiz'd the Boil 
and beat it to Pieces. Their Arrows bell 
poiſon'd, all the Spaniards, dy'd of til 
Wounds, but one; ſeven others hid thet 
ſelves in a hollow Tree, but the Ship failinf 
that Night, after this Misfortune, it 1s 
be ſuppos'd, they were all deſtroy'd 'by4l 

Indians. | 
Culmenar arriving at Uraba found Wl 
Spaniards there in the moſt lamentable C 
dition in the World, ſtarving with Hunge 
and having nothing to cover their a 
ne 
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{, beſides that they were at Variance a- 
ong themſelves, the Batchelor Exciſa and 
aſco Nunez. diſputing about the Government. 


diſorders,” it was reſolv'd to go ſeek our 
he Commander Nicueſſa, who had been ap- 
pointed Chief over them. They found that 
nfortunate Captain at the Foot of a Moun- 
Win, where he was labouring to build a 


nd eigty five Men into the new World, and 
ad now but ſixty of them left, who were 
arving for Hunger, and ſcarce able to ſtand 
don their Legs. It is wonderful, that having 
een at the Head of ſuch a Body of Men, 
ell arm'd and provided with all Neceſſaries 
pr undertaking © of any conſiderable Expe- 
tion; and being beſides in a very rich and 
uitful Country, in the Midſt of ſeveral 
dod Indian Towns; yet this Commander 
hoſe rather to ſtarve for Hunger with all 
is Men, than to attempę any bold Under- 
aking. Thoſe who ſhall. happen to read the 
ir peditions afterwards made into that ſame 
ountry, with much ſmaller Numbers of 
len, cannot but lay all this Captain's Mis- 
drtunes upon his own Indiſcretion and Want 
It Capacity, and it may well be concluded 
hat he wanted both Ingenuity and Cou- 
ge. Colmenar was mov'd to Compaſſion 
hen he ſaw the miſerable! Condition thoſe 
s eople-were reduc'd to, and embracing Ni- 

ſa, with Tears in his Eyes, told him, 
at the Spaniards who had ſettl'd at Santa 


C ernour, hoping that he would put an End 
nom” heir Diviſions by his Authority. When 
icueſa had a little fatisfy'd the Hunger 

12 that 


o pactfy them both and obviate all thoſe 


all Fort. He had brought ſix hundred 


2 


laria del Darien, deſir'd him for their Go- 1 
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that tormetited him, he began to rail bitte 
Iy againſt the Spaniards of Darien, declarin 
that he deſign'd to ſeize upon the Gold the | 
had, which no way belong'd to them, bei 
NO other than the Plunder of his, Collep »M 
Hejeda. The Spaniards being inform'd , | 
his Deſign, met and with great Threg 
oblig'd him to get Aboard à Briganting 
with only ſeventeen Men, ot the ſixty þ 


had brought. This Outrage was condem 1 

by all Men of Reputation, and from tit » 

Time Nicueſſa was never more heard vic 

but it was believ'd he periſh'd in his Pa of 

ſage: to Hiſpaniola, hither he was going ¶ Cor 

complain of the —— of Vaſes Nunez, ha 

wer 

All cane proviſ ons being f ent, M w i 

| Tre Jes Men and he were forc'd to go _ ccd 
and lis Fa · Neighbouring Country, like hungry Wo bis 
amily, to ſeek out ſomething to ſubſiſt on. ig. 
4 8 Nunez: and Colmenar, at the Head of u tha 
on hundred and fifty Men, march'd towa oy. 
1 the Province of Coiba. They made Ap wit 
cation to the Cacique Careta and would obi do 

him with mighty, Threats to find them rug tel, 

viſions. He told them, that the Chriſtian ſor! 

who had paſs d thro? his Dominions- befaff Iba. 

them had taken away what he had, the 

that his People had not gatber'd in h. 

Harveſt, becaufe the Cacique Poncha mati nen 

War on him. The Spaniards never reg the 

ing the Reaſons alledg'd by the Cor 

plunder'd his Village; took him Priſouel Th 

with his Wives, his Children and all his cou 

mily, and ſent them away to Darien M 

mong them were found three Spaniards, vel ng 

fat and ſtark naked; they had fled: eignte® thi 


ee _—; from 1 the COmmEnNy Moc | 
WEE: . Ds All 
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and had taken up among the Indians, who © 
treated them very  courteouſly. Vaſco re- 
turning to Darien, threw the Batchelor Enciſo 
Ento Priſon and 1eiz?d all his Effects, be- 
E-:uſe he had made himſelf a Governour in 
the new World, without any Commiſſion 
from the King of Spain; but the Chief Men 
in Darien procur'd his Liberty and Leave 
Wfor him to go away in a Ship: | 
To put ſome End to all theſe Diſorders Cacique 
it was reſolv'd to ſend a Deputation to the Poncha 
Viceroy of the Indies, which was the Son under l. 
of the late Chriſtopher Columbus and to the 
council of State for Inſtructions how to be- 
WWhave themſelves under the Misfortunes they 
were in. In the mean while Faſco Nunez, 
who could not endure to be idle, concer- 
ted his Meafures with the Cacique Careta 

Whis Priſoner, for making War on the Ca- 
ine Poncha, his Neighbour, upon Condition, 
that being reſtor'd ro his Liberty, he ſhould 
joyn with the Spaniards and furniſh them 
with Proviſions. ' The Indians in thoſe Parts 
do not make uſe of poiſon'd Arrows in Bat- 
tel, but of long Swords, made of a hard 
ſort of Wood, and of Spears with very 
ſharp Points of Bone. Being thus agreed 
they March'd to attack the Cacique Poncha, 
who fled upon the firſt approach of his E- 
nemies, and they plunder'd his Village, where 
they found ſeveral Jewels' and . Ornaments 
of Gold, wrought after the Indian Manner. 
They took no more of the Booty than they 
could carry away upon their Backs, having 
no Carriages, and that Caciquè's Village be- 
Ing above fifty Miles from Darien. For 

this Reaſon they reſolv'd, from that SIR 
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forward not to make War on any Caciquy 
but thoſe who were near the Sea or R. 
vers, that they might remove their Good 
and other Commodities in their Boats and 

A friendly Ships. 
Cacique. They agreed to begin theit Conqueſt wit 
| the Province of Comagre, where there is 
delightful Vale about - ſix and thirty Mile 


in length and all encompaſs'd with Mou. "ny 

tains. © The: Cacique heariog of the Approach Wl Ra. 

þ 1 9 05 his Enemies, made uſe of the Mediat. - 

* on of three Spaniards, who had been fannt ke 

15 with the Cacique Caret a, to make his Peace Th 

for him; ſo that the Chriſtians enter'd his 

Country in friendly manner. He came w the 

meet them with fix of his Sons, handſome i ore 

Men and all Naked; conducted them to e co; 

Houſe and entertaimd them with all pda i 

ſible Demonſtration of perfect Friendſhig by 

Before this Caciques Houſe was a handſome gn 

Square of an hundred and fifty Paces-every il jj; 

Way, where they might ſit in the ſhade, ve 

They went thro' a Portico an hundred and ne 

fifty Paces in length and eighty in breadth V 

ſupported by many Pillers or Columas d no 

Wood, very well wrought, all the other ha 

Sides of the Houſe were alſo hemm'd in with th 

Trees. In the Midſt of this Portico! was G0 

a great Gate, which led to à large ſquare . 

Hall, at the End whereof was the Caciqus ba 

Bedchamber, within this there were two 0- Wi uſ 

ther Rooms, in one of which the Cacique's I. 

Wives lay; the other was full of dead Bodies ar 

0 dry'd up and ty'd acroſs: to Stakes with b: 
1 Ropes of Cotton. Oppoſite to theſe two 

Rooms there were three others, full of Loaves WM ti 


and Meat, of Wooden and Earthen Vellels, . 
Ol 1 
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EL Taft. The Slaves were in another Apart- 


and Leaves ſo cloſe lay'd together, that no 
Rain could ever pierce it. 


great Reſpect. Theſe dead Bodies were 


by his looks ſeem'd to be a Perſon of 
ſigular judgment and Diſcretion. He told 


Cold, he added, That they ought to give 
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of the Wine they make in that Province, 
and Fruit of all Colours and a moſt exquiſite 


ment, with thoſe Officers, who had charge 
of all thoſe Things, which were for the 
Support of Life. The Floors were curiouſly 
wrought, and all the Structure was cover'd 
after the Manner of a Pavillion with Herbs 


The Spaniards ask'd the Cacique, why he Dead Bo» © 
kept ſo many dry'd Bodies, who anſwer'd, 4, pre- 
That - they were the Carkaſes of all the“. 
Caciques' his Predeceſſors, and then ſhowd 
them his Father's, which he preſerv'd with + 


cover'd with little Cotton Sheets, wrought 
with Gold. The eldeſt Son of the Cacique 


his Father, that it was requiſite to make 
very much of and ſhow all Poſſible Rind- 
neſs to thoſe Nations, who only live by 
War and Rapine, that they might have 
no pretence of doing him any Harm, as they 
had done to his Neighbours. And obſerving 
that they minded nothing but gathering of 


Vaſco Nunez and Colmenar all the Gold they 
had, with ſixty Slaves to ſerve them. The 
uſe of Slaves is very common among the 
Indians they take them forcibly one from 
another and exchange them for Commodities, 
baving no Knowlerfge of any Coin- 
When the Spaniards had got together all cane 
the Caciques Gold, they laid it out in a xy — 
ſpacious Place, to divide it among them, ſes much 
aiter laying aſide the fifth Part for the Gold. 


King 
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King of Spain. This Dividend could not 
made without much conteſting, ſo that 
laſt they came to Blows. The Cac:ques vo 
growing into a great Paſſion, to ſee 
quarrel among themſelves, threw the 8 
and the Gold, ſome. one Way and 

another, ſaying, What a Shame it is for you 
ble fo inrag'd, about ſuch an Inconfidet 
Trifle ;, if you are ſo greedy of Gold and if i 
it the Occaſion of your Diſturbing the Pearal 
0 Nations, I mill ſhow 'you 4 Mn 
that is full of Gold where you may olut ya 
ſelves ;,, but you muſt ing 


age ſome pom 


Caciques, and particularly him of Tuma 
whoſe Country is but ſix Suns from hence 
the Indians call Days Journeys. Ten will 
find Nations of the Temper of the Caribe 
Canibals, who ear Men and live without 
or acknowledging any Sovereign. Theſe "ol 
Gold for Men to eat. For our Part, we wal 
no more Account of Gold than of Duſt. WM 
Inhabitants of thoſe Coaſts,” tho they are nal 
as we are, yet have they Ships, which ſail 
ours do, and their Diſhes and Porrenger 
of Maſſive Gold as ours are of Earth. Ul 
young Caciques Words made ſuch an 
preſſion on the Minds of Colmenar all 
Vaſco Nunez, that they were impatient 
be gone to the Place, where they might il 
ſuch Plenty of Gold. They return'd ul 
thanks for his Advice, and ask'd fever 
Queſtions concerning the Meaſures uh 
ought to take to ſucceed in their Deſigus, ana. 
ro ſubdue thoſe Nations. 14 
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SOA Po XV. 


e Cacique Comogor. canſes himſelf to be 
Baptiæ d with all his Family. Vaſco Nu- 
nez diſtovers many Indian Habitations, 
where he finds abundance of Gold-Plates 

and Chains of great Value. 


ou map learn the Truth of all this, 4Cacique 
continu d the Cacique, from Perſons who", 
te made this Voyage; but to ſhow you, ad- "oO 
be, that I deal ſincerely by you, I offer my 
to accompany you, and am willing you 
uld kill me if I deceive you: I'll put my ſelf 
the head of my Father's Soldiers to aſſiſt 
and drive away our Enemies. The Chri- 
Was encourag'd by theſe Words of the wiſe 
Jof the Cacique Comogor, conſented to all he 
Wpos'd to them, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
ee Spaniardi, that ſervd as Interpreters, per- 
ed him to turn Chriſtian. The Father ha- 
agreed to it, was nam d Charles, and all 
Family follow'd his Example. Vaſco Nunez 
n went aboard. a Brigantine and ſome Ca- 
ds with a Hundred Men;. they found in 
ir Paſſage ſeveral Habitations of Indians, 
Woſe Lord was nam'd 4iba. Theſe Huts were 
of Bows and Arrows, and ſome Plates aud 
ains of Gold. The Chriſtians carried away 
they found and put them iato their Caftoos, 
t they were ſoon _attack'd by ſo furious a 
mpeſt, that they were oblig'd to fling all into 
Sea, and divers Barks periſh'd with all that 
re on Board them. a 
Whilſt /Vaſco Nunez was thus miſerably dealt The Spa- 1:28 


wry 25 , niards 
th, Colmenar Sail d 9 the * 4 * ful. 
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great River: He there found an Indian Toy 

with 700 Habitations, but the Cacique fled x 

the approach of the Europeans: Afﬀterward 
changing his mind, he came down with his Men 
Wooden and fet on his Enemies with long Wooden 
Hyordiand dwords and Lances; for his Indians did not yn. 
Lances, derſtand the Uſe of Bows and Arrows They 
were ſoon routed, and the Cacique Abenamachei 
fell into the hands of the Spaniards with the 
chief of his Men. A Spaniard nam'd Raya wy 
left to Guard the Country of this Cacique; hut 
whether he was preſs'd by Famine, or more tha 
ordinary deſirous to find Gold, he ſoon quitted 
his Charge. Whilſt he was on his March, a Neigh. 


v 

— 
ID. 
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bour ing Cacique, one Abraibas, having intel. 


gence of it, laid an Ambuſh for him of ſeveni 
Indians in a very thick Wood: On the Spaniard 
approach they fell upon them, and immediate) 
kill'd Raya with two of his Companions: The 
others defended themſelves by help of the Thick 
neſs of the Wood, till ſuch time as they got in- 
to the Plain where the Indians durſt not attack 
them, by which means they eſcaped to ther 
* Poſts. The Indians ſtrip'd the three Soldiers 
they had kill'd and took their Arms, which they 
made a Preſent of to their Cacique, who arming 
a great number of his Men, went reſolutely t0 
attack the Spaniards in their Poſts. We ſhallſe, 
ſaid he, what theſe Men, ſo greedy of Gold, att, 
who come ſo far to diſturb our Repoſe. As good 
luck would have it, ſome other Spaniards who 
had been at the Caribbee Iflands, return'd bit 
the Night before this Attack was to be made 
In mort, a great multitude of Indians conn 
down with Bows and Lances, fell upon tht 
Chriſtians with great fury, thinking to ſurprite 
them, and not believing they were near th 


number they were; but as ſoon as they found 


their 


Ing t 
Men | 
end 1 
ſever 
upon 
other 
Diſcc 
Chal: 
beant 
for 
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their miſtake, they began to Retreat with as 
much Precipitation as they came on: The Spa- 


| n1ards entirely routed them, and kill'd and 


took ſeveral of them, except the Caciques who 
made their eſcapes. The Priſoners were ſeat to 
Work in the Mines of Darien. 


The Indians enrag'd at this ill ſucceſs, re- 4 Conſpi- 
ſoly'd to revenge themſelves come what would racy de. 
tected and ᷑ 
manner following: Among the Priſoners that 7 4 xl 


of it, but their Deſigns were detected in the 


Vaſco Nunez.,, Governor of Darien, had taken, 
there was one, a Beautiful young Woman, who 
became paſſionately in love with him; ſhe had 
2 Brother who had liberty to come and ſee her 
as often as he pleas'd, and who one day ſpoke to 
her as follows: My dear Siſter, ſaid he, you ſee 


| the Inſolence and ill Treatment we every day under- 


go from the Chriſtians, which has oblig'd the In- 
dians to League together to the Number of 5 or 
6000, in order to attack them at an appointed day : 
beg of you to avoid that Time, and to come to 
me, that you may not be involv'd in the common 
Mafſacre, The young Indian, ſo ſoon as ever 
her Brother was departed, ran to Vaſco Nunez, 
and gave him an Account of all ſhe had learnt 
concerning the Deſign the Caciques had form'd 
to deſtroy the Chriſtians. Namez underſtand- 
ing this Conſpiracy, went with Sixty of his 
Men well Arm'd to take a view of the Cociques, 
and in his March, meeting with an Indian with 
ſeveral Domeſticks and divers Women, he {ſet 
upon them and took them Priſoners. On the 
other hand Colmenar went likewiſe out upon 
Diſcovery with Sixty Men whom he put in 
Chaloops, having for Guide the Brother of the 
beautifal Indian Woman who had a kindneſs 
for Vaſco Nunez: He Conducted them directly 
to Tichiri, where all manner of Preparations 

K 2 were 
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were making for the deſtruction of the Chri, 
ſtians. They entred the Huts where they 
found great Quantities of White: and Red 
Wines, and Bread and Proviſions of all ſorts, 
which they took. They ſeiz'd likewiſe upon 
him whom the Indians had choſen for their Ge. 
neral, and having ty'd him to a Tree, tope- 
ther with four others that were Heads of the 
Conſpiracy, they ſhot them to death with Ar. 
rows, for a Terror to the reſt : This Example 
had that effect on the Indians, that ever after 
there was no Inſurrection in theſe Provinces. 
The Spariards ſtay'd ſome time at Tichiri, to 


conſume the Victuals and other Proviſions they 
found there. 


8 
* 


—— 
* 


CHAT. AOL 


Juan Quincedo and Colmenar return im 
Spain, to inform the King of their New 
Diſcoveries, and to Tranſport Colonts 


into the New World. 


Deputies FI Eing return'd to Darien, they thought it 
| hi 11 adviſable to ſend Deputies into Spaia, to 
Fan. inform his Catholick Majeſty of the Affairs dl 
the Indies, and to demand freſh Succours, that 

they might penetrate farther towards the S. 

Paſco Nunez, would willingly have undertakel 

this Embaſſy ; but his Friends advis'd him + 

gainſt it, for fear he might not in ſuch cal 

return any more to the Indies. They pitch 
therefore upon Juan Quincedo for that purpok, 

who was a Man of Authority, and his Cyrholic 
Majeſty's Treaſurer in thoſe parts; This Perlol 
leaving behind him a Wite and _ at 

avi, 


| which repreſent Devils with Horns and other 
| horrible Shapes. They are ſometimes obſerv'd 
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Darien, they did not doubt but he would re- 

turn, and for his Encouragement they gave him 
Colmenar for a Companion. in their Voyage 

they learnt that a certain Scholar, one Anciſo, 

had met with, near the Iſland of Cuba, a Cacique Yonders 
who was turn'd Chriſtian, and who receiv'd him of a Con- 
very kindly He carried him to a Place where REM 
he had built a Chappel in Honour of the Holy 
Virgin, where he had an Altar, before which 

he proſtrated himſelf every day, repeating ſe- 

veral times the Words Ave Maria, which were 

the only ones he retain'd. This Cacique, added he, 

had for a long time had with him a Spaniſh Sol- 

dier, by whoſe aſſiſtance he had brought all the 
Neighbouring Caciques to reaſon : This Soldier 

wore always upon his Breaſt the Image of the 

Holy Virgin, which the Cemi's could by no 

means reſiſt, Theſe Cemi's among the Indi ans Indian 
are Images of the Gods that they Worſhip, mages. 


to tremble and fall at the approach of the Image 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, to which the Baptiz d 
Indians are accuſtom'd to offer Gold Plates and 
Chains, with Baskets of Fruit and other Edibles 
through a certain kind of Devotion. 

One day, as this Cacique was about to give 4 Mir. 
Battel to his Enemies, it was agreed on both cle, 2nd 
ſides, that the Images of our Lady and the 7 
Cemi's ſhould be expos'd; That two Indian, 2 
ſhould be Bound, on this Condition, That 
in caſe the Cemi's had the virtue to unlooſe 
the enchain'd Indian that belong'd to them, 
then the other ſide ſhould ſubmit to their 
rower; whereas if the Image of the Bleſſed 
Virgin perform'd this Miracle, her Autho- 
rity was to be acknowledg't. This being 
thus agreed on, both Armies retir'd to wait 
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126 The General HISTORY 
the Event: Then began the Baptiz'd Cacique ta 


cry out with great Confidence, Bleſſed Mary of 
come to my Aſſiſtance ;, whereat a Majeſtick Wo. 1 
man clad in White appear'd, who approaching 2 


the enchain d Indian, ſtruck him with a Wand, Ame 
and his Chains unlooſed. The oppoſite Party 


ſeeing this were aftoaiſh'd , yet not being fully > 
convinc'd, they demanded he ſhould be bound n 
once more, which being accordingly done, the bim 


: Miracle was repeated with all its Circumſtances, | 
in the preſence of an infinite Number of People I Tw. 
who were able to give Teſtimony of the Truth 


of it. The Indians, that were Enemies to the che 
Cacique, ſce ing this, made Peace with him, and reſt 
demanded to be Baptizd. The Scholar Ancijo he 
ſent them two Prieſts he had along with him, ther 


who Baptiz'd a Hundred and Fourſcore of them 

in one Day: Every Ind an upon his receiving WM Cor 
Baptiſm, gave the Prieſt that Baptiz d him a WF . pe 

Pullet, ſome Salted Fiſh, and ſome Loaves. 

— FIRE Quincedo and Colmenar being arriv'd in Spain, he 
Governor gave King Charles V. an Account of their Depu- W Th; 
of the In- tation: He nam d Pedro Avia for Governor of 
aies. the Indies, and gave him 1200 Soldiers to ſup Por 
ply thoſe that were dead. The Arch-biſhop of 

Burgos, to whom the Spiritual Demeſns of the Lat 

Indies had been granted, had the care of pre- 

paring the Fleet, which departed in the begin- ing 

ning of the year 15 4. Great numbers of Peo- acc 

ple came from all Parts to go on Board this WF per 

Fleet, and thoſe not only Young but Old, whole he 

Avarice had enclin'd them to undertake this arr 
Voyage, It was found neceſſary to forbid any anc 

to go, but ſuch as had expreſs Permiſſion from ma 
Court, which was granted only to yonng Se. vo 

niar di, in conſideration of the Admiral who was ro 

Son to the deceas'd Chriſtopher Columbus. th 


Pede 
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Pedro Avia the new Governor, had Married a Hu Mu- 
young Lady of great Merit and Birth, nam de 
Iſabella Boadiglia, Daughter to the Marquiſs of 
Amoia. Although ſhe had been brought up with 
all the Tenderneſs imaginable, yet when ſhe 
ſaw her Husband about to depart for the Indies, 
neither the Perils of Death, nor any other Ex- 
tremity, could hinder her from accompanying 
him. The Fleet was no ſooner got to Sea from 
Sevil, but It was attack'd by a furious Tempeſt; 

Two Veſſels immediately Foundred, and they 

were forc'd to throw overboard great part of 

their Merchandizes and Proviſions, to ſave the 

reſt. They return'd to the Port of Sevil from 
whence they came : The King's Officers refitted 

them with all diligence, and they at laſt ſet Sail 

again with a favourable Wind. This Fleet was 
Commanded by Giovanni Veſpucio a Florentine, 

a Perſon well skill'd in Sea-Affairs which he had 

learnt of Americus Veſpucius his Uncle, with 

whom he had made ſeveral long Voyages. 

This Americus Veſpucius was the firſt who-Sailing 
towards the South, by order of the King of 
Portugal, diſcover d vaſt Countries, having 

palled as far as the 5oth Degree of Southern 
Latitude. | 

— Whilſt the new Governor Avia was purſu- Indians 
ing his Voyage, one Captain Pin zone, who had bez Peate. 
accompanied Columbus in divers Enterprizes, 
penetrated a great River of freſh Water, where 

he found a large quantity of Pearls. Being Lnge 
arriv'd near Cumana and Manacapana, the Lords 2e 
and Inhabitants of the Country went into Boats 7 
made out of one Piece of Wood, and endea- 
vour'd vainly to oppoſe his Deſcent with Ar- 
rows: But when they heard the Thundering of 
the Ships Artillery, a Sound they had never 
heard before, they were ſuddenly fill'd with 


R 4 Ter- 
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. Terror, and oblig'd to a precipitate Flight, 
The Span ard. putting themſelves into their 
Boats, Kill d ſome, took others Priſoners, but 
the greateſt part eſcap'd by Swimming. The 
Lords of the Country ſeeing this Diſorder a: 
mong their Men, and fearing leaſt the Spaniarge 
ſhould burn their Habitations, thought proper 
to ſubmit to them, and humbly beg'd Peace, 
The man- In order to obtain it, they laid upon the Shoar 
ner of it. divers Gold-Plates and Chains, with Pots ful 
of Incenſe containing about 2600 Pounds, and 
Odd Birds. a great Number of Birds all different in Co- 
lours and Figure from ours of Europe. They 
offer d likewiſe Cotton Cloth of divers Co- 
lours with Fringes or Strings, from Wwhence 
hung ſmall Plates of Gold: The fight of 6 
great Riches appeas'd the greedy Spaniards, and 
made them to have a better opinion of them. 
The Trees of this Country are fill'd as full with 
Parrots, as ours in Zurope are with Sparrows 
and ſuch like Birds. Thi: is a very agreeable 
ſight ; ſome are altogether White, others Red, 
and others of different Colours; Some again 
are as large as Capons, while others are no big- 
ger than Sparrows: They have all different 
Melodie in a very entertaining manner. The 
Men are cover'd with Cotton-Cloth down to 
their Knees; the Women are Habited 1n 4 
more ſlight Stuff, which reaches from the top of 
the Head to their Feet. 
Indiando- The Inhabitants of theſeProvinces change their 
vernarrt. Governors every Year, whom they Stile in thelf 
Language C hacer, that is, the moſt Honours 
ble; and to whom they pay ſuch Obedience, 
that they Maſſacre without Mercy all that 16 
fuſe it. Five of theſe Chiaconi came to pay 1 


Cotton- 
Cloth. 


Purrots. 


_ Habits, 


Vit to the Spaniards, preſenting them with 


Fruits and Birds, and a ſmall quantity of om 
or 
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ſor which they receiv'd in return, Chriſtal 
Drinking · cups and Glaſs Beads, wherewith 
they were infinitely delighted ; they put them 
about their Necks with great Joy, The 
Spaniards, at their Departure, took ſome of 
theſe Indians on board them to teach them 
$paniſh, that they might, for the future, ſerve 
them as Interpreters. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Of the Differences that happen d between the 
Caſtilians and Portugueſes concerning 
the Navigation of the New World. The 
two Parties choſe Pope Alexander VI. to 


det ermine them. 


Ohn King of Portugal, Predeceſſor to Ema- Differen- 
nels that then reign'd, had caus'd the firſt ces be- 
bVicoveries to be made in the Ocean; wherefore Pers 7 1 
thePortugueſes thought themſelves priviledg d to Si 
forbid the Commerce of any other Nations with gueles. 
theſe Countries newly Diſcover'd. The Caſti 
ban on the other Hand, faid, God had given 
ne Poſſeſſion of the Earth to Mankind indiffe- 
{WT rently, aud that conſequently Chriſtians might 
lawfully eſtabliſh themſelves whereſoever they 
-W plcas'd, diſcover new Countries, and take Poſ- 
ſeſon of them. After long Conteſts, both 
Parties agreed to ſtand by the Deciſion of Pope 
Alexander VI, promiſing on either Side to re- 
main in Peace, till ſuch time as that Judgment 
Vas paſsd, Queen Iſabella govern'd the King- 
domof Caſtile at that time, in conjunction with 
ber Husband Ferdinand: She was a Princeſs of 


Un- 
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- © uncommon Virtues and conſummate Prudence 

ap 1 5 nahi ery to John King of 

ortugal, e Pope, to decide this grand Quar. WE: 
.“ rel, publiſh'd a Brief, by which he divided the 

Pope, World into two Halves, that is to ſay, drey z 

Y Line from North to South, paſſing over the 

| - Iſlands of Cape Verde, fo call'd from a Promon: 

tory of Africa of that Name, and from theng 

roceeding, during the Space of 360 League 

eſtward, penetrated the Terra Firma of the 

MWeſt Indies, a little diſtant from the River Ma. 

ragnon, Where the Boundary of the Caſtilians and Lt 

Portugueſes was to be, that is to ſay, that th bis 

Portugueſes ſhould have for their Share, all that Canit 

was compris'd within the Space of 180 Degrees h 

of Longitude, advancing towards the Eaſt, and Wc 

the Caftilians as many Degrees of Longitude to to 

wards theWeſt. Now becauſe the Cape of St, Aw Wc" 

guſtine on the Terra Firma, was within the Limits Ce. 

of the Portug ue ſes, Vincenzian durſt not go abort ther 

Seven Degrees beyond it; but return'd in Hus, 

Spain, to beg of the King the Government Bod 

the Inland of St. Job», which was inhabited /s! 
Chriſtians, altho' it was not far diſtant from the The 
Illands of the Caribbees. Froc 

_ . Maſſacres This Iſland was govern'd by a Son of the dee 
in the I. Count of Carmogna, a Man of Wit and Courage late 
RY St. He choſe a commodious and ſpacious Port hen long 
yo he might ſettle a Colony, and build a Fortreß ado 
The Canibals of the adjacent Iflands fearing tit this 
Neighbourhood of the Europeans, arm'd thei Kill 
ſelves with Bows and Arrows, and coming htte 
Canoos unexpected, pour'd upon the Chriſtin} Col 
with that Fury, that they Maſſacred almoſte Spe 
very one of them, together with the Goveruat the 
Having ſo done, they loaded their Boats will 
dead Bodies, and return'd back overjoy'd at tit ad! 
Booty they had got, as being ſufficient wu 3 

| | UDIUR 
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ſubſiſt them for a long time. The Biſhop only 

and his Domeſticks had the good Fortune to eſ- 

pe; for getting into the Woods, they were 

Pot perceiv'd by the Canibals, The Pope had 

already ſent five Biſhops to the New World; ;.;. Bi. 
theſe were, a Fryar of the Order of St. Francis, jpops ſens 
to San Domingo of New Spain; a Doctor, nam'd 7o tbe In- 
Pedro Suarez, to the Fort of the Conception; a dies. 
Monk of Toledo, of the Order of St. Dominick, 
toCuba ; a Preacher of the Order of St. Francis, 

one Juan Cabedo, to Darien; and laſtly the 
Licenciate, Alfonſo Manſo, to Fort St. John. 
This laſt Perſon having eſcap'd the Fury of the 
Canibals, retir'd to a Cacique of the Country, 
who was a Friend to the Chriſtians, and who 
accordingly conducted him and his Attendants 

to Hiſpaniola. Some few Months after, the 
Canibals came and invaded the Country of this 
Cacique, taxing him and Maſſacring him, toge- 
ther with all his Subjects; and, without depart- 

ing from the Place, roaſted and eat the dead 
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of WW Bodies. Before they retir'd they ſet Fire to 
, his Habitation, which was ſoon reduc'd to Aſhes. 
fre Reaſon they gave afterwards for this Cruel 

Proceeding, was, that Cacique's having murder'd 
he WW Seven of their Companions, whom they ſent 
into this INand to make Canoos, the Trees being 
longer and ſtraiter there than elſewhere there- 
| WW 4douts. They carry'd away the very Bones of 
he MY bis unhappy Governour whom they had thus 
mn. kilrd and eaten, that they might ſhew them to 
We Wives and Children of their deceasd Seven 


Companions, comforting them by this Barbarous 
spectacle, and the Revenge they had taken on 
their Enemies © DE 

Admiral Chriftopher Columbus, before he dy'd, ” we of 
advis'd his Catholick Majeſty to plant the prin- 2 ad 
clpal of his Colonies, in the Provinces of Bera- New An- 
{| | F | gua daluſia. 
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gas and Uraba, becauſe there were to be found 
the greateſt number of, and the moſt commodi 
ous Ports: Beragua was afterwards nam'd Cas. 
lia d Oro; and Uraba, New Andaluſia. Hole 
and a Church were built there; and a Biſho 
was ſent thither, to inſtruct the Indians in the 
Catholick Faith. Grains of all ſorts pen 
brought to Sow the Land, as likewiſe to pro 
duce good Fruits, of which, in a ſhort tim 
there was great abundance ; for Cucumber, 
Melons, and Pumpions grow and become rip 
there in Twenty Days; Lettice, Sorrel, an( 
other Herbs, will be ready to gather in Ten. 
Fruits, The Fruits of the Country are excellent, and 


among the reſt, thoſe of a Tree which the 75 
dians call Guaianaba, which produces Apple 3 
ſomething like ours of Europe, but more inch vas 


nable to the Shape of a Citron; another Tre 1 U 
calbd Guarabana, bears a ſort of Fruit like 24: 
lons;, but of ſo exquiſite a Taſte, that none df 
our Fruits of Europe can come near It. This of 
what the King of Spain ſaid of them, when ons 
of them was preſented to him, which had beet 
carefully kept during the Voyage. All my Gen 

Woods are full of thoſe Plums which the Phi 
Mirabo+ cians call Airabolans, which are dry'd Go. 
Hans. make Uſe of upon Medicinal Occaſions: 
Hogs. Hogs, by cating of this Fruit in the Woods, be 
come exceeding Fat; their Fleſh is firmer, au G0. 
of a more exquiſite Reliſh than ours. 


VilaBeafts TheNumberofAnimals equals that of theFruits < 
and Mon- There are to be found in the Woods Lions, Ligen +4. 
Arcus Ani-Lynxes. Foxes, Stags, and monſtrous Animais;# hin 


mal. mong the reſt, there's one of theſe laſt as large Ho 
an Ox or a Mule, but ſomewhat inclin'd to thi 


| 
| Shapeof an Elephant; he has long W hiskers, Hook 71 
like a Horſe, and hanging Ears like an Elephant il ter 


but ſhorter. Many Rivers empty themſelves ” 
t 
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he Gulph of Uraba, whereof one is exceeding 
Beep, and above four Miles broad, the Spaniaras 
erm it Kio Grande, or the Great River Great Rio Gram 
Numbers of Pheaſants and Peacocks are to be de. 
found on its Shores, but of Colours very diffe- lg and 
rent from ours. There are many other Sorts of Birds. 
Birds, whoſe Melody is charming, and Taſt ex- 
cellent. The Quantity of Parrots of all Sorts 
and Sizes Is infinite: But the Spaniards who go to 
the Indies, apply themſelves to ſomething better 
than Bird-catching, | 

Vaſco Nunez, underſtanding that the Inhabi- vaſcoNu- 
tants of the Southern Sea coaſts, heap'd up year-nez's Zx- 
lj abundance of Gold, he thought of nothing edition fe 
more than viſiting thoſe rich Countries: He px South: 
was a Perſon of great Courage, and had been 
in War during the whole Courſe of his Govern- 
ment; he had hkewiſe often expos'd himſelf in 
Duels for Honour's ſake, and had always come 
off Victorious; but now his Heat of Vouth be- 
ing ſome what abated by Age, he became more 
Prudent, and ſought to make his Fortune: His 
Generolity, his great Actions, and his no leſs 
extraordinary Bravery, had procurd him the 
Government of Darien. Having underſtood 
that his Catholick Majeſty, to whom he was 
become ſuſpected, had ſent Pedro Avia to be 

Governour-General of the Indies, he reſolv'd 

to go on a Diſcovery of the South-Seas, endea- 
youring, by ſo important a Service, to appeaſe 
the Anger of his Prince, now excited againſt 
him; or at leaſt to procure great Riches and 
Honour to himſelf, by which he might render 
his Name Famous to Poſterity- Being thus re- 
ſolv'd, he choſe 200 Men out of the moſt ve- 
teran Soldiers of Darien, and among thoſe that 
were newly arriv'd from Spain , who, like their 
Leader, being poſſeſs'd with a Deſire of getting 

od, 
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Sold, departed from Dærien the Firſt of Septemb, have n 


had a mind to ſhare in their Adventures. The 


£2 Recoives 


Submiſſion 
and Pre. 
' ſents, 


I51t3. in a Brigantmeand Twenty Canoe, toe 
ther with ſeveral Indians, their Friends, Wu 


were ſo wiſe as to carry Hatchets, Mattocks, and 
other Inſtruments of that kind, along with 
them, to open their Way croſs the Wood; 
They went by Sea as far as Coiba, where the 
Cacique Caretta, who was Nunez's Friend, liv'l, h 
Before they march'd towards the Mountains _ 
their Commander would have them fall on their * 
Knees, and beg the Almighty's Aſſiſtance u 2? 
their Expedition. | 
Under this good Omen he continu'd ere, 
March, and went directly towards the Territs- 
ries of the Cacique Poncha, but he fled before 
him; yet by Means of ſome Indians he was ti. 
ken Priſoner : He return'd, and made ſome Pre- 
ſents to Vaſco, giving him all the Gold he had, 
for he had been plunder'd but the Year before, Vaſ 
Vaſco made him a return of ſome Glaſs Bead, A 
which the Indians wear about their Necks ad WW © 
Arms as great Ornaments : He gave him alſo, W #4 
ſome ſmall Lookinglaſſes, and two Saws, which W 5 
thoſe People make great account of; as ſerving W . 
them to Saw down Trees, which they make 
their Canoes of, by hollow ing them with certain 
ſharp Stones that they find in the Rivers; for 
they are abſolutely unacquainted with any othet 
Metal but Gold. The Cacique, to teſtifie the 
greater Friendſhip for Vaſce, gave him ſeveril 
Indians, who were better acquainted than his 
Men with the Mountains where the Gold was 
and who ſerv'd to carry the Proviſions on 
their Shoulders. They muſt of Neceſſity pals 
through divers rude and inacceſſible Places, I 1:i, 
where there was neither Way, nor Path, not Bo 
Hut to be ſeen. The Neighbouring * 
. ve 
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of the Uſe of Money: They fatisfie themſelves 
With what is juſt neceſſary to ſupport Life, which 
z the Reaſon that there are no Ways found a- 
mong them, from one Place to another. But 
4 theſe People are perpetually on the Watch, 
to deſtroy one another, they have ſecret and 
obſcure Places, where they lay themſelves in 
Ambuſh, to ſurprize Paſſengers. Theſe Indian: 
were of great Service to Nunez, in making 
Ways through the Buſhes and Mountains di- 
vided by Torrents and Rivers, over which they 
were frequently oblig'd to lay long Bridges, that 
all the Company might pals. 


— PX n * — 


CH AP. XVIII. 
Vaſco Nunez Penetrates as far as the Pro- 


attack him. He at diſcovers the 
South-Seas from the Top of a high Moun- 


taln. 


cularize all the Hardſhips, theſe People un- * ang 
derwent in their Expedition, both on account of C45 ont. 
Fatigue, and want of Neceſſaries. The Cacique 


. ; 
T would be difficult to deſcribe and parti- 
| 


of the Province of Eſcaragua, at the Head of a 
great Multitude of naked Indians, arm'd with 
"Wy Bows and Arrows, attack'd them: They had 
"Wy likewiſe ſome Spears, and a fort of Wooden- 


ſwords very hard and long, with which they. 


laid about them Might and Main ; they us'd the 


Bow with great Addreſs, and ſeldom ſhot with- 


out 


he no Commerce between them; Gold to No con- 
them is uſeleſs, for they are altogether ignorant Ce a- 


dians, 


vince of Eſcaragua, where the Indians 
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| out killing. Theſe Indians planted themſelvez ij 
the Spani ard Way, to hinder their going forward 
and demanded of them with great Fiercenek 
and many menaciag Words. Whither they wen 

| going ? Letting them know, by an Interpreter, 
That they would Maſſacre them every Man, i 
they did not iaſtantly return back: Then began 
the Cacique immediately to let fly at the E 
eans; Who ſoon return'd the Compliment with 
Muskets. The Indians, upon hearing the fright: 
ful Noiſe the Fire- arms made, thought they were 
Arrows ſeat from Heaven, which frighten d then 
ſo, that they incontinently fled, nay, ſomewere 
ſo aſtoniſh'd, that they could not move a Step, 
and conſequently were taken Priſoners. . The 
Spaniards kill d above 600 of them with their 
Swords, among whom was found the Carique 
himſelf : His Houſe was immediately Plunder d, 
being full of Proviſions and other Neceſſaries 
The Cacique's Brother, and divers Indians, his 
Friends, were habited like Women, being ad- 
dicted to that abominable Vice againſt Nature, 
ſo that they were not permitted to draw a 
Bow, or go to the Wars, nor exerciſe any Em- 
ployments that belong'd to Men; but continu'd 
in the Houſe, where they perform'd the Fund 
ons of Women. Vaſco could not enough admire, 
that a People, who liv'd fo hardly, drank no- 
thing but Water, fed upon Maiz- bread, Roots 
3 and Fruits, could be capable of ſo great Soft- 
Does /z- Deſs, and fo infamous a Vice. He caus'd them 
vere Ju- all to be hang'd, to the Number of Fourty, and 
ice upon afterwards had them torn to Pieces by his Dogs, 
—_ ng that were accuſtom'd to hunt the Indians, like 
** wild Beaſts. The Inhabitans of the Place ſees 
ing the Chaſtiſements that Aunez, inflicted of 
theſe infamous Wretches, ſeiz'd others of them, 


that had conceal d themſelves, and n in 
| their 


i, 
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their Faces, hurry'd them to Vaſco, to be put to 
Death. The Courtiers only were infected with 
this abominable- Vice, which had not yet been 
communicated to the common People. One of 
the moſt ancieat Inhabitants of the Village, lift. 
ing up his Hands to Heaven, ſaid, The Sun, 
whom: he ador d, mas inc ens d againſt} the Indians, 
becauſe of this deteſtable Vice; and he verily be- 
| lied, it had occafion'd the Tempeſts and Storms 

that had of late deſtroy'd their Harveſts, and re- 
duc'd them to ſo great Calamities But for the fu- 
ture he hop d, after the Chaſtiſement and Death of ſo 
mary owlty Mretehes, the Sun would reſtore them to 
bis Favour, and no longer be displeas'd with that 
Nation. - Theſe Words pleas'd Vaſeo very much, 
and he condemn'd to Death all ſuch as were 
brought him, and convicted of this abomina- 
ble Crime. | 

He obſerv'd that theſe People were naturally 


but carefully inſtructed : He alſo found they 
had Courage, and lov'd War, which made him 
ſhew great Kindneſs to them. This Country is 
barren, conſiſting only of Mountains and Fo- 
reſts, with ſomeValleys. Thoſe that inhabit the 
Mountains, cover themſelves to their Waite, 
and ſometimes below, with Cotton- cloth. 
Their ahirations are cover'd with Leaves; and 
they endure the Cold wonderfully, which is not 
little Sharp upon theſe Mountains: Theſe 
Leaves being dry'd, become hard, and may be 
lew'd together. There are among thoſe People, 
lome Slaves that are all Black, whereof there 
Was a Clan about two Days Journey off: They 
are naturally more barbarous and cruel than the 
other Inhabitants, with whom they have per- 
petual War, and whom they Murder, where- 

L ever 


Nature of 


the Inha- 
docible, and that there would be no great ;;,.... 


Trouble to Civilize them, provided they were an4Blacks. 
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ever they catch them. The old Inhabitants ſay, 
theſe Blacks came from foreign Countries, aud *"* 

that they are not natural Indians. Wc 

Valco Altho' this Country was not above fix Day: Cac 
x d uz. Journey from that of the Cacique Poncha, yet I vil 
Sea 8 the Spaniards employ'd Twenty-five about it, by Jars 
reaſon of the Difficulty of the Paſſage ; ſo that el 

they did not arrive there before the 26th of and 
September. Vaſco order'd his Followers to ſtay Fri 

at the Foot of the Mountain, whilſt he went uy Ml bet 

alone, reſerving that Honour to himſelf : When bre 

he was a top, and had firſt caſt his Eyes on the Ina 
South-Seas, he fell on his Kaees, and kiſsd the the 

Ground thrice, adoring and thanking God, that and 

he had been pleas'd to reſerve that great Diſ. W ©** 

covery for him, which would for the future be r 


of ſuch Benefit to Europe: He then made : 
Siga to thoſe that were below, to come up and a 


participate of his Joy; he order'd them like- 

wiſe to fall on their Knees and thank God on M 

their Parts, for the great Treaſures and Riches 

that open'd themſelves to their View; All the 
neighbouriag Valleys reſounded with the Cries 

and Acclamations they made. Then they ralsd, 

by Vaſcos Order, a great Heap of Stones, 
whereoa they fix'd a Croſs, to ſerve as a Memo- 

rial, that they had firſt diſcover'd from 

thence the Southern Seas. As they went down, 

they cut the Name of Caſtile upon ſeyeral Barks 

of Trees. 

Procures The Cacique Chiappa waited with a great 
theFriend- Multitude of arm'd Indians for YVaſco's coming 
„ep of an gown, to fight him; but when he heard the 
Le ' Noiſe of the Muskets, which the neighbouring 
Eccho's reider?d yet more terrible, and law 
the Fire and Smoak, he turn'd Tail and fled 
- There were but few kill'd of his Men, becaule 
Nunez had a mind to gain their Friendſhip, mM 
che) 
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they might aid him in the Diſcovery of theſe 
rich Countries. He enter'd the Houſe of the 
Cacique, which was built in the Form of a Pa- 
villion, with great. Trees, and cover'd with 
large Leaves : He took off the Chains from ſe- 
veral Indian Priſoners, and order'd them to go 
and bring back the Cacique, proffering him his 
'W friendſhip, and ſeveral Preſents. The Cacique 
MW ceturn'd, and was honourably receiv'd ; he had 
Preſents made him of Glaſs Beads, which the 
Indian Women are very fond of. In return, 
the Cacique preſented Vaſco with Gold Plates, 
and gave him moreover divers of his Indians to 
conduct him to the South.Sea-coaſts, where he 
arriv'd Four Days after. 

He took Poſſeſſion of them with all the So- Takes /. 
lemnity poſſible, in the Preſence of thoſe that ac /e of 
company'd him, and in the Nameof hisCatholick “e Spuzh- 
Majeſty, whoſe Eſcutcheon he ſet up in four “n Ca. 
different Places, and drew up an autheatick Act 
of what he had done. This being over, Nunez, 
with Fourſcore of his Men, the Cacique and 
ſome of his Indians, went into Nine ſmall Boats, 
and, having paſs'd a River, enter d the Country 
of the Cacique Coquera, who thought at firſt to 
make ſome Reſiſtance ; but was ſoon beaten, 
and put to Flight : However, he was at length 
perſwaded to yield and ſubmit to Vaſco, whom 
he therenpon preſented with ſome Gold he had 
in ſmall Pots. Vaſco enter'd his Village with 
his Followers, and repos'd himfelf there for 
ſome Days. The Cacique told him of a neigh- 
bouring River, about 60 Miles long, now calld 
the Gulf of St. Michael: It is full of inhabited 
Iſlands and deſart Rocks. Vaſco had a great 
mind to go and diſcover that River, tho the # —_— 
Cacique acquainted him withal, it was impoſlible 3 
to Sail there, by reaſon of the frequent Storms, a River. 

L 4 where- 
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ever they catch them. The old Inhabitants ſay | 

theſe Blacks came from foreign Countries, and Ml tbe 

that they are not natural Indi ans. ric 

Vaſco Altho' this Country was not above fix Days Ca 

13 Journey from that of the Cacique Poncha vill 

ut h- ; „ Jet 

Sea; The Spaniards employ'd Twenty-five about it, by lar 

reaſon of the Difficulty of the Paſſage ; ſo that I e 

they did not arrive there before the 26th of i ane 
September. Vaſco order'd his Followers to ſtay 

at the Foot of the Mountain, whilſt he went up 


alone, reſerving that Honour to himſelf: Wha Ml kre 

he was a top, and had firſt calt his Eyes on the Ing 
South-Seas, he fell on his Kaees, and kiſs'd the tne 
Ground thrice, adoring and thanking God, that and 

he had been pleas'd to reſerve that great Dif. MW ©*" 

covery for him, which would for the future be Ar 

of ſuch Benefit to Europe: He then made a : 

Siga to thoſe that were below, to come up and lem 
participate of his Joy; he order'd them like. ©". 

wiſe to fall oa their Knees and thank God on May 

their Parts, for the great Treaſures and Riches dit 

that open d themſelves to their View; All the of 
neighbouriag Valleys reſounded with the Cries wit 

and Acclamations they made. Then they rals6, om 

by Vaſcos Order, a great Heap of Stones, a0 
whereoa they fix d a Croſs, to ſerve as a Memo- P. 

rial, that they had firſt diſcover'd from Mat 

theace the Southern Seas. As they went down, 200 

they cut the Name of Caſtile upon ſeyeral Barks 4 

of Trees. — e: 

Procures © The Cacique Chiappa waited with a great i f 
tbeEriend- Multitude of arm'd Indians for Vaſco's coming wy 
ſp of an down, to fight him; but when he heard theſi bn 
EM). Noiſe of the Muskets, which the neighbouring = 
Eccho's reuder'd yet more terrible, and law 4 

the Fire and Smoak, he turn'd Tail and fled lay 

- There were but few killd of his Men, becaule E: 


' Nunez, had a mind to gain their Friendſhip, that f 5 
the) 
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they might aid him in the Diſcovery of theſe 
rich Countries. He enter'd the Houſe of the 
Cacique, which was built in the Form of a Pa- 
villion, with great Trees, and cover'd with 
large Leaves : He took off the Chains from ſe- 
veral Indian Priſoners, and order'd them to go 
and bring back the Cacique, proffering him his 
Friend ſhip, and ſeveral Preſents. The Cacique 
return'd, and was honourably receiv'd ; he had 
Preſeqts made him of Glaſs Beads, which the 
Indian Women are very fond of. In return, 
the Cacighe preſented Vaſco with Gold Plates, 
and gave him moreover divers of his Indians to 
conduct him to the South. Sea-coaſts, where he 
arriv'd Four Days after. 

He took Poſſeſſion of them with all the So- 71k. /,. 
lemnity poſſible, in the Preſence of thoſe that ac / of 
company'd him, and in the Nameof hisCatholick Ve Spuch- 
Majeſty, whoſe Eſcutcheon he ſet up in four “n Co. 
different Places, and drew up an authentick Act 
of what he had done. This being over, Nunez, 
with Fourſcore of his Men , the Cacique and 
ſome of his Indians, went into Nine ſmall Boats, 
and, having pais'd a River, enter d the Country 
of the Cacique Coquera, who thought at firſt to 
make ſome Reſiſtance ; but was ſoon beaten, 
and put to Flight: However, he was at length 
perſwaded to yield and ſubmit to Paſco, whom 
he therenpon preſented with ſome Gold he had 
enn small Pots. Vaſco enter'd his Village with 
no his Followers, and repos'd himſelf there for 
hell ome Days. The Cacique told him of a neigh- 
bouring River, about 60 Miles long, now call'd 
aw the Gulf of St. Michael: It is full of inhabited 
el. Hands and deſart Rocks. Yaſco had a great 
el mind to go and diſcover that River, tho* the No 
har Cie acquainted him withal, it was impoſlible peditionup 
hey to Sail there, by reaſon of the frequent Storms, Rwer. 
1 where- 
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Heeſcapes The Inhabitants of the South. Sea-coaſts (ay, 
aarrowly. this River Flows and Ebbs every Day, and that 


wherewith it was agitated. His Courage how. 


gain Kic hes enough to fight and deſtroy the Enemies 


er, the Water began to grow White, foam 
and ſwell conſiderably, ſo that the Waves re 


Water {well'd ſo, daring the Night, that the 
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ever never fail'd him, nor was his Piety to he 
ſurmounted by any Obſtacles; He faid, H 
truſted in the Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, and 
would freely Sacrifice his Life in the Search of nen 
Diſcoveries, that he might propagate the Goſpel, and 


of the Faith. I heſe Words altogether inclind 
his Companions to be of his Mind, ſo that they 
all went on board Nine Canoos for that Expe- 
dition. Having ſail'd ſome Leagues up the Ri- 


ſembled Mountains: Their Boats being but 
ſmall, ill equippd, and little capable to reſiſt ſo 
furious a Tempeſt, they knew not what to do, 
being neither able to go forwards, nor back 
wards, ſo that they look'd upon one another 
with great Conſternation; but the Cat ique Che 
appa, and his Indians that accompany'd him, 
were moſt frighten'd, as well knowing the 
Quality of the River, and the Dangers they 
were to encounter. At length, however, by 
hard Rowing, they arriv'd ſafe at a ſmall De- 
ſart-Iſland, where having landed, they faſtend 
their Boats as well as they could, and then cut. 


ting down Branches of Trees, ſpread them up- 


on the Ground to Repoſe themſelves ; but the 


Iſland was almoſt wholly cover'd over with It, 
inſomuch that they were forc'd to fly to 1 
neighbouring Mountain for refuge. 


it has a Flux and Reflux much like that of the 
Ocean on the Coaſts of France and Spam: 
Whea it Ebbs, it leaves divers Rocks diſcover'd, 
which ſcem ſo many Iſlands; but when it mb 

che) 


ky 


" 0, Thaw 
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| againſt another, altho' they were made of one 
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they are cover'd again. As ſoon as the Day ap- 
pear'd, and the Waters retir'd, the Saniar ds 
return d to the Place where they had left their 
Boats, but they found them all ſunk, and full 
of Sand; nay, moſt of them with Holes beaten 
through them, by the knocking of one Boat 


piece of Wood: The Cordage was likewiſe 
broken, which laſt Defect they ſupply'd by 
Rinds of Trees, and certain Sea-weeds, which 
were flexible and ſtrong ; theſe Weeds ſerv'd 
them alſo, to ſtop up their Leaks; fo that be 
Weather becoming Calm, they ventur d to Sea 
again; for this River could be term'd no other. 
They were half dead with Hunger; for as ſoon 
as the Tempeſt began to riſe, they threw their 
Proviſions over-board, to lighten their Boats. 
Soon after they had ſet ſail, they heard a Noiſe 
upon the Water, which frightend them fo 
much the more, in that the Winds were down. 
The Indians acquainted them, the Water of this 
River running with Impetuoſity, during the 
Flux and Reflux, and beating againſt the Rocks, 
was the Occaſion of that Noiſe which they 
heard at ſo great a diſtance. 


— 


— * — 


SHAFT. 


The Remainder of Vaſco's Expedition ta the 
South-Seas, and his Return to Darien: 


Fter great Fatigues, they at length arriv'd Conrra#s 
at the Territories of a Cacique, call'd Friendſhip 
Tumaccr, where they tarried ſeveral Days: 1 a 
They found that Cacique in Arms; but they Weique. 
ſoon put him to Flight, and he was. wounded in 

L 3 the 
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the Conteſt, The Dread he had of the Ee 
pears, hinder d him from coming to them, tho 
they deſir'd it of him by means of ſome Indians 
they had with them : However, he ſeat his Son, 
whom Vaſco receiv'd very Civilly, and gave him 
good Cloaths, Glaſs-Beads, and other Preſents, 
He thereupon return'd to his Father, and gave 
him an account of the Goodneſs and Humanity 
of the Spaniards : The Cacique ſeeing his Son 
clad after the Eopean manner, took Courage, 
and went to Vaſco with a great Number of Ir 
dians, who carry'd divers Pieces of Wrought- 
Gold. and 240 very large Pearls, with a great 
Quantity of leſſer ones. The Sight of ſo great 
Riches, made the Spaniar/s amends for all the 
Fatigues they had ſuſtain d; nevertheleſs, the 
Pearls were not ſo fair as they onght to have 
been, by reaſon the Native did not underſtand 
the Secret of taking them out of their Shells, 
without letting them come near the Fire, which 
they brought them to for the {ſake of the Filh, 
that they eſteem'd much better than the Pearls. 
The Cæcique obſerving what Value they ſet upon 
his Pearls, inmediately commanded divers of 
his Indians that were about him to go and fiſh for 
more; they obey'd, and in a ſhort time returnd 
with Twelve Pound weight of them, as well 
Treat as ſmall. and which were exceeding 
White, becauſe they had not come near the 
Fire: In exchange, they had ſeveral Europea 
Trifies given them, wherewith they were 
charmd. The Cacique could not ſufficiently 
'teſlihe his Joy for the coming of Vaſco, witb 

whom he contractcd a ftri Friendſhip 
E difma. Altho' theſe. Caciques go commonly naked, 
ded from lead miſerable Lives, and want for the moſt part 
n Exfe- the greateſt Neceſlaries, yet are they neverthe- 
ation. leſs very Proud: They are irreconcileable to 
242 ET. ==" | br; "4 £F* one 


Pearls. 
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| calily obſerv'd how high the Sea was, and 
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one another, and do each other all the Miſchief 

they can. Tumacco told Nunez, the better to ob- 

tain his good Will, That in that Cf of 
gt. Michael, there was an Ifland much larger 
than all the reſt, goveru'd by a very powerful 
Cacique, who every Year raisd an Army, with 
which he came in an infinite Number of Canoes, 
and ravag'd all the Coafts of the Gulf, Maſla- 
cring the Indians, and carrying them away Pri- 
ſoners. This Iſland, quoth he, is not above 
20 Leagues; bur it, extends a great way, even 
out of the Gulf , and is waſhd in ſeveral Places 
by the Ocean. There are Pearls commonly 
fin d there. that are to the full as large as 
Beans or Olives. This Newsextreamly pleas'd 
Vaſco, w ho told the Caciques Tumacco and Chiappa, 
He would immediately go and Conquer that rich 
Country, and give them the Dominion of it. 
The Two Caciques endeavour'd in a very obli- 
ging manner, to diſſwade Him from ſo danger- 
ous an Enterprize, or at leaſt advis'd him to 
deter his Reſolution till a more convenient 
JunQure; for, that at that Seaſon of the Year, 
Storms were ſo frequent, he could not well put 
to Sea without an evident Riſque of Periſhing. 
Paſco ſaw plainly this Advice was ſincere, for he 


Large 
Pearls, 


with what force the Waves beat agaiaſt the 
Shores. 
During the little time he was on the Coaſts of 4 grea? 
the Gulf, he ſaw great Inundations of Rain, 7*"7</+ 
with Winds that threaten'd to over-turn all; 
ſucceſſive Thunder and Ligbt'ning flew fromthe 
Clouds, and Torrents roul'd down from the 
Mountains with that Impetuouſity, that they 
carry'd away Trees Roots and all, and Rocks 
of prodigious Size. The Indians own*d they 
had never ſeen the like tempeſtuous Weather, 
L 4 and 
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and ſaid, They believ' d the South-Sea (common 
calPd the Pacifick Ocean) was in ſo great a Rag 
meerly on account of the Arrival of the Cbriſtian, 
Vaſco then judg'd it adviſable, to defer the 
Execution of his Project till the followin 
Spring: But having underſtood that the Caciquy } 
Tumacco and Chiappa had, in the Neighbourhood, 
very proper Places to fiſh Pearl in, whither the 
other Indians had not Permiſſion to come, he 
deſir'd them to ſend thither ſome of their 
Fiſhers that could go to the Bottom of the 
Water, when the Sea was Calm, where 'tis ſaid 
the greateſt Shells lye ; as for the middle fort, 
they were to be found ſomewhat off the Shore; 
but the ſmaller ſize, lay generally about it. 
Chizypa, to comply with Va/co's Deſire, ſent 
Thirty of his Indian Fiſhers accordingly, to 
whom Six Spamard: were joyn'd, to learn the 
Art of Pearl-Fiſhing. 

The Place aſſign d for this P:i\rpoſe was about 
Ten Miles off the Cacique's Houtie , but as the 
Sea was then pretty high, they had not the 
Courage to dive in the deepeſt Places; they 
contented themſelves to gather up thoſe Shells 


that were about the Shores, which were in 
great Quantities, that Six Indians were loaded 


with them. Theſe Shells were open d, to take 
out the Pearls, and the Indians eat the Fiſh of 
them, which the Spariards joyn'd with them in, 
perhaps through Hunger, becauſe they had not 
eaten for ſo long a time: To ſpeak Truth, theſe 
Pearls were not larger than Peas, but they were 
exceeding White and Clean. 

Paſco having inform'd kimfſelf of all he was 
deſirous to know. reſolv'd to return to Dari 
with his Companions, but that by another Waſ 
than he came. The Caciques embrac'd him with 
all the Tokens of a ſincere Affection, * 

e 
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he prowis'd them to return ſpeedily and put 
his projected Enterprize in execution. They 
deſir'd he would leave his Sick Men behind, and 
they would ſend them to him with a good 
Guard as ſoon as they ſhould be recovered of 
their Indiſpoſitions. . 

They departed, and ſome time after entred Doss f 
the Country of a Cacique nam'd Pacra, a cruel vere Ju- 
Perſon, and a profeſs d Enemy to the other Ca- ice upon 
ciques : They paſe'd thro! wild Places and large 4ize's So- 
Foreſts fill'd with Lions and Tigers, which the mites. 
Indians, by reaſon they are Naked, fear exceed» 
ingly. This Cacique who had already heard of 
the Europeans, fearing they were now come 
to chaſtiſe him for his Cruelties, fled inconti- 
nently, What moſt afflicted the Spaniards in 
their March was, the Fears they were under, 
that they ſhould die with thirſt through the 
great Heats they underwent on thoſe ſteril and 
parch'd Monntains : God comforted them in 
their Diſtreſs, by cauſing them to find in their 
way a large Grotto, wherein was a Fountain of 
Freſh Water, with which the Indians that ac- 
companied them filld the Pitchers they carry'd 
on their Backs. They were deſirous to paſs 
the Night there, but the Indians diſſwaded them, 
by telliag them the Lioas and other wild Beaſts 
of the Foreſts, were accultomed to come thi- 
ther a Nights to drink. This made them Tra- 
vel on, and they at length arriv'd at the Houſe 
of the Cacique Pacra, but found no body there. 
His Subjects however came in crowds, and 
brought them all manner of Proviſions, re- 
counting to them the heinous Crimes of this 
Cacique, and how he had lately Raviſh'd four 
young \V omen that were Daughters to a Neigh- 
bouring Lord. Vaſco reſolv'd to take him ei- 
ther by Force or Art: He brought his Deſign 

about 
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| about by terrifying him with 'Mengces. He 
came accompanied by three Neighbouring Lords, 
addicted like himſelf to that abominable Sin, 
and ſurrendred himſelf to Vaſco, who has ſince 
ſaid, he never ſaw one of a worſe Mien or x 
, more wild Aſpect, inſomuch that he rather re. 
ſembled a Beaſt than a Man. Vaſco immediately 
caus'd him and his Companions to be Bound, 
telling them, He would hear what Complaints 
came in againſt them, and do Juſtice upon them 
accordingly. The Lords and People of the 
Neighbouring Countries came in ſhoals to ac. 
cuſe them of enormous Crimes, as violating 
their Daughters and all the young Men that fell 
into their Hands. Vaſco condemn'd them to be tha 
devour'd by Dogs that he carried along with e 
him, who in a moment eat them to the very ot 
Bones. Before he put them to Death, he de- at 
manded of them where their Gold was? They FA 
anſwer d, They had none, nor had ever trou- th 
bled their Heads about getting any. They fl 
could be brought to ſpeak no more. The WM" 
verity Vaſco praftis'd towards this infamous Ca. MI ©* 
cique, procur'd him the Love and Eſteem of all 1 
the Neighbouring People, who thereupon fur. - 
niſh'd him with Proviſions and Gold in great N 
abundance. A Cacique, one Bononiana, lifting Wt 
up his Hands to Heaven, told Yaſco, he had by P. 
this piece of Juſtice, deliver'd the Country of a U 
cruel Enemy, and an inſupportable Tyrant; F 
and that for the future they and their Poſterity \ 
might have hopes to live in a profound Peace, 0 
ſince the common Diſturber was ridded out of b 
the way. He beg'd Faſco to accept Preſents Wh . 
from him, which he offer'd with the utmolt WF 
good will; and moreover acquainted him, that . 
Country abounded in Gold, and that he might Nd 


find 
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fnd it either in Plates in the Indians Houſes, - 
or in Chains about their Arms or Necks. 

Yaſco and his Companions underwent great Mee:s 
Extremities afterwards, they could meet with great Dif- 
nothing to eat but wild Herbs and Fruits; they Hie K 
nere moreover oblig'd to clear the way with ** 74% 
their Hatchets through Buſhes and Bryars, and | 
ever now and then were forc'd to cut down 
Branches to throw on the Boggs to render them 
paſable, which the Inaiant had been frequently 
ſnallow'd up in for want of that Precaution. The 
„ dicculty of Travelling in thoſe Countries has 
8 been one cauſe that neighbouring Caciques have No Com- 
= Commerce with one another: The others are, erce 2 
„lat they always look upon each other as Ene- Indians. 
U nies, aud endeavour to make Slaves of as many | 

of them as they can get. Our Adventurers arriv'd 
i at length at the Houſe of a Cacique nam d Bucc he- 
bxa,who was retir'd into the Woods; but he gave 
„be $p4riards to underſtand, it was out of a Con- 
7 fuſion he had for not being able to receive them 
d. in ſuch manner as they deſerv d, having nothing 
„ o give them to eat; however he tent to Yaſcs 
i * Preſent of ſome Gold: The Spamards, after 
. they bad ſatisfied their Hunger the beſt they 
could with Roots and Water, left that Place. 
ng Not tar off they met with ſeveral Indians, who 
by Wl Preſented them, in the name of their Cacique, 
17 with Thirty Pieces of flatted Gold, ſomewhat 
t; like the Cover of a Chalice: This they ſaid they 
ty did as an Acknowledgment for the Service had 
ce, been done them by exterminating the wicked 
of Wl £4£194c5. The Indians make uſe of thoſe Plates Gold 
nts to adorn themſelves wich: They faſten them Plates, 
of about their Necks, and let them hang down 
nat pon their Breaſts. They gave the Spaniards 
b by underſtand by ſigns, that there was in the 
d Neighbourhood a certain Cacique who poſſeſs d 
a great 
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a great deal of Gold; That he was a very cryg 
Perſon, and did his Neighbours all the Miſchief 
he could; That if the Chriſtians would but 
Conquer his Country they might find immenfs 
Riches, and get the Good wil) of all-the neigh. 
bouring Countries; and for their own Parts 


Vaſco re. they oiter'd, that if Vaſco pleas'd, they would 


fuſes to 


begin the War themſelves. Vaſco thank'd then 


War on a for their Freſents and Good will, and gan, 
Cacique. them four Saws with which they were charm 


Cuftoms, 


Sur prizes 
another 
with hr 
Concu- 
bines, 


and which they made more account of than of 


all the Goc in the World. He aſlſur'd them i 
a little time he would return to their County 
with powerful Succours to ſubdue their Ene. 
mies. The Indians of that Country live ven 
hard, they neither make nſe of Table, Na. 
kins nor Pots; in one Hand they take a piece 
of Maiz-bread, and in another a morſel of Sal 
and Broil'd Fiſh : They rarely eat any Meat: 
When their Fingers are greazy or dirty, they 
rub them againſt their Feet or their Sides ; but 
they often throw themſelves into Rivers to 
cleanſe their Bodies. 

The Spaniards parted from this Country load. 
ed with Gold, but very much oppreſsd with 
Hunger : They arriv'd next at the Territories 
of the Cacique Pocchorroſa, where they reſtel 
themſelves Thirty Days. This Cacique preſent: 
ed them with great quantities of Gold and 
many Slaves: He was told he would be obligd 
to paſs over into the Country of the Caciqu 
Tumanama, a Perion dreadful to the Indian 
but the Spaniards found his Power too weak, ail 
therefore reſolv'd to go and attack that Coul- 
try themſelves : For this purpoſe aſco with 60 
Spaniards and a few Indians march'd all Night, 
and at Day break ſuddenly ſurpriz'd the Caciqus 


whom they ſeiz d with Fourſcore of his _ 
ines 


- 
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dines that he had rob'd other Caciques of: All 
the Indians his Subjects were cloſe in their Hutts 
without thinking of any thing. Theſe Hutts 
which are divided from each other, are made 
of Wood, and cover'd with Straw or Herbs: 
That of the Cacique was Sixſcore Paces long, 
and Fifty broad. The Indians inſulted Tumana- zar ba. 
na, and Spit in his Face as ſoon as they ſaw him youu Cu. 
2 Priſoner, it being their Cuſtom to uſe the tom. 
Unfortunate ſo. Great Rejoicings were made 

all around for the downfall of this Cacique who 

was univerſally hated. Paſco, to frighten him, 
threatned to throw him into the River, upon 
which this unfortunate wretch fell on his Knees, 

and humbly beſought him to forgive him, tel- 

ling him, that his Enemies had given an ill 
Character of him purely out of Malice; but 

that if he would be pleas'd to ſpare his Life, he 
would give him a great Quantity of Gold: 
Moreover he proteſted he had never done any 

harm to the Chriſtians, being always affraid of 

their Swords, which, he ſaid, would cleave a 

Man in two at one Stroak. Whillt he was talk- 

ing after this rate, all the Gold Chains and Soil. 
Bracelets found upon the Concubines were 
brought to Yaſco: The chief Men of this petty 

State likewiſe brought theirs ; but they all pro- 
teſted they had their Gold from other Coun» 

tries. The Cacique was pardon'dnby / aſco, 
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| | after 
C: H A | KK He II 
8 | faltne 
Of the Diſcoveries made by Gonzalez Het. tbeir 
nandez of Oviedo, and the Riches Me. 
heap'd up in his Expedition. 4 

8 tha 
IS Catholick Majeſty ſent this Perſon u 
the Indies to Melt down the Gold tate tu 
out of the Mines, becauſe he was very skilfi] _ 
at it. Being arriv'd at a Port inhabited hy w 
Fiſhermen , he began to conſider their Nets N 
made of Cotton, and their Lines made of the nt 
Rinds of Trees, which were faſtned to Stake l ” 
that they ſtuck into the Sand when they Fill'd, pr 
They had in their Hutts great Quantities of 4» 


Dried and Salted Fiſh, which they kept there 
ready to be tranſported to other Countries; 
He likewiſe ohſerv'd they had Pots, Spoons, 
and earthen Trenchers very well wrought, aud 
great Urns of the ſame matter, all Painred with 
different Colours, Red and Blue; and others 
with different Figures of Animals and Plants 
The Walls of theſe Hutts were cover'd with 
fine Matts made of a fort of Cane. very look, 
and ſmall ſtrings of an Herb: This Tapeltry 
ſtain'd with ſeveral Colours, had a very agree. 
able effe& on the Eye; and what was furpri- 
Zing was, that you ſhould ſee upon it the fi. 
gures of Lions. Tigers and Eagles, very natural 
and well delignd. Their Cotton Coverlets 
were Painted and diveriified. after the ſame 
manner. Over their Doors they hung a great 
number of ſtrung Shells, which when mov'd by 
the Wind, afforded a not unpleaſant ſound. 


Hernandez, upon his Landing at the Head of 


a Company of Soldiers, met firſt with a S4pm 
as 
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3s big as a Gooſes Egg, and a little while 
ifter with a very large piece of Ambergreeſe - 
He moreover obſerv*d divers precious Stones Preciows- 
aſtned to the Matts which the Indians cover'd Stones, 
Wthcir Walls with: They bought them of remote 
dans for ſome Salted Fiſh. Having entred aPlain 
three Leagues long and two broad, he obſerved 
that the Hutts lay divided from each other Hurts. 
it the foot of Mountains, and all cover'd with 
fruit-Trees. Divers little Rills ran from theſe 
Mountains and water'd the neighbouring Plain. 
They have in this Country fine Gardens and 
Vf cultivated Fields, which they Water with Ca- c,,,;; 
dals made for that purpoſe. The Air here is The 4. 
ſ mild and temperate, that the Spaniards, who 
ſlept ſeveral Nights upon the River- ſide with- 
out any Covering, felt no Inconveniency there | 
by it. The Streets of theſe Habitations are Streets 
ſtrait, asif they had been drawn by a Line. 
"WW Their Hutts were full of poyſon'd Arrows, A 
which the Spaniards burnt. In the Caves they Aron. 
found great Quantities of Veniſon and Wild- r.,;/,, 
Boar Pork, with which the Europe an, made Se. 
good cheer for ſeveral Days. They found alſo 
great Magazines of Cotton-Cloth , and Fea- 
thers of divers Colours, with which the Indians 
made Plumes to ſet themſelves off: They pre- Plume: 
ſeryve in a Chamber a-part, the Bones and Aſhes 
of their Lords; the Aſhes are kept in Urns of Uns. 
painted Earth. There are ſome that do not 
burn the Bodies, but content themſelves with 
drying them, laying over them Cotton 
Corertures, to which are faſtned ſmall Plates of 
Gold, The Europeans made fine Plunder of all 
theſe Things: They likewiſe found great 


pieces of exceeding white Marble, which ſeem'd Fought 
s bare been wrought and poliſt'd by ſome Car- #r9e- 
„er: This ſurpriz'd the Spariards very much, in 


8 that 
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that the Indians have no manner of uſe of Tray 
After having heapd up vaſt Riches, the Spa 
ard; put to Sea the 15th of Jane, to retury 
Carthagena : They would fain have landed 
ſome iſlands inhabited by the Canibals, with 
Deſigu to deſtroy them; but the Sea rag 
high that all the Pilots in the World conldas 
have effected it: lnſomuch that in one Night 
time they found themſelves above 40 Lea 
from their Mark. Admiral Columbus, Who 
diſcover'd theſe Seas, obſerv'd, that when 
had a mind to Sound, the Lead would not 
to the bottom, by reaſon of the rapidity ofa 
Rapid Current; and although he had the Wind in 
Currents. Poop, he could hardly ſometimes make a Leap 
in an Hour. : 
Their Even to this Day the true Cauſe of theſe 
Cauſe vai rents has not been found out, no more than ils 
riouſly Flux or Reflux of the Sea, which ſome hae 
gueſod at triputed to the Sun, others to the Moon, aildf 
third fort to ſubterranean Winds, Which bla 
the Floods to and fro. Some thu 
rents are occaſion'd by the Earth's 
in ſome Places and lower in others 
Water has a natural Deſcent with it; och 
are of Opinion they are caus'd by great Rive 
and a great Quantity of Earth and Sand which 
they drag along with them. One of the 
tients remark d, that the Currents Which 
obſervable in the Straits of Gibraltar, procetth 
ed from the Oceans being leſs deep than 
Mediterranean, by which means the Water 
from the higher Place into the lower. Thaw 
that have Sall'd through the We/?- Indian $a 
and along the Shores of the Terra Firma, alli 
that in the Strait that ſeparates the South 
from the North, near the Cities of Panama all 
Nombre de Dios, ſix Leagues above the Ws 
PT 
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Hauinoctial, during the Space of about thir- 
ty Leagues. There are very deep Caverns, 

thro! which the Waters of one Sea run into 

the: other Eaſtward, and that this Motion 

s occaſion'd hy that of the Sun. Others 

ſay the Waters return by theſe Caverns to 

their principal Source in the Centre of the 

Barth, and that when they abound too 

much they overflow, and make to the 

Shores. © » 791 | 
Sebaſtian Cabot a Venetian, mov'd with a Cabot's 
Deſire of making new Diſcoveries, after'the#xpediri- 
Bxattiple of Columbus, fitted out two Veſſels “ 

at his own Charges, and departing from a 

Port in England, continu'd failing till he ſaw 

the Polar Star elevated 55 Degrees. Heat 

aſt came to 4 Sea fill'd with great Flakes 

of Ice, which beating againſt his Ships threat- 

ned him with Deſtruction in. caſe he pro- 

ceded, The Twilight was there as bright 

a5 our longeſt Days in Europe in Summer 

at Noon. la a Word, Ice forc'd him to 

make to a Shore not far off, where he found 

a prodigious Quantity of large Fiſh, which 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts call Baccalas, = Fiſh. 
The Manners of theſe People are civilizd alt. 
cough, and they go) all cioath'd in Skins 

of Beaſts. Cabot and his Companions tock 
great deal of Pleaſure in ſeeing the Bears N 
hunt theſe Fiſn, which they did in the fol??s?s 
wing manner. There are upon theſe Coaſts Hunted . 
many large Trees, whoſe Leaves falling . 

td tle Water, the Fiſh come and ſnap at 

them greedily. The Bears, who have no o- 

ther Food! here; obſetving this, lay them- 

Rives. in Ambuſcade to catch them. As 

lon as the Fiſh lift their Heads above Wa- 

ler to get the Leaves, the Bears throw in their 

8 M Claws, 
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Claws, and if they can but grapple them uns died 
der their Scales, they will be ſure to bring Cove 
them to Land. But ſome great Fim hawe the 
been known to drag the Bears into the Brea. 


Water by meer force, when there has hap*MWhim 


pen'd à very diverting, Combat between Nvrot 


. them; ſometimes one's uppermoſt, and then Wlours 


Pedro 


Avia's Ar- 


: rival. 


means dangerous, nor do any manner of harm I bim 


the other, but it generally happens the Bear Wit h. 
gets the better, and brings the Fiſh to Land large 
and devours him. Theſe Bears are by nd vern 


both 
cique 
1 4 2 ' 10 ay. 
f EY, * | E Ti he { 
N 1 7676, Wir 

C H A P. XXII. uon 

5 * 00-4 whie 
Pedro Avia, Governour of the N. ew World, A 
gives Orders for facilitating the Navi Bl Ind. 


to the Inhabitants. 


gation of the South Seas, An Account I by! 

of the remarkable Piracies of Juan Ito 
Aiora. STEL 1 | 19750644 1 
* 12 we 


. Ito 
P Avia arriving at Ila-fuerte with his NH 
Squadron, all the Inhabitants fled up iu ¶ tion 
to the Woods. The Spaniards enter'd their N hean. 
Huts, here they found great Numbers of tern 


" 
1 


Mbit Salr. Mat-Paniers, exceeding finely wrought; filld N gave 


Strange 
Birds. 


with very fine white Salt, which the Na- bis 
tives were wont to exchange with their I the 
Neighbours for other Commodities. They I Bit 
obſerv'd on the Rocks very large Birds with N ofte 
red Throats, whoſe Bellies were big enough tber 
to contain a Buſhel of Corn. One of theſe I the 
Birds ſuffer'd it ſelf to be caught, bat, l ſent 
3. e 
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Governour arriv'd at Darien, Faſco gave him 
the beſt Reception he could, with Maix- 
Bread and Salt-Fiſh. The Cacique Caretta made 


S 3 „ 7” CD > © 


lours, ſo exactly that one would have ſworn 
it had been of Silk. He gave him alſo two 
urge Quilts of the ſame Work. The Go- 
o Mvernour return'd his Compliment by giving 
bim a Spaniſn jerkin and a Velvet Hat, 
both which appear'd wonderful to the Ca- 
cique, who tarry'd with the Governour three 
Days, and eat as he did all the while. What 
he ſeem'd to be beſt pleas'd with was the 
Wine and Bread. After Dinner the Gover- 
nour had every Day Muſick play'd to him, 
which when the Cacique firſt heard he lifted 
up his Eyes, and Sighing ſaid, the Europe- 
ans were more favour'd by Heaven than the 
Indians in that they had it in their Power 
by ſuch Sounds to raiſe their Dead Friends 
to Life. To do him the greater Honour, 
the Governour caus'd a Squadron of Horſe 
well equip'd with ſhining Armour and Arms 
to be drawn up in Battalia. This Sight 


- 


bis N fill d all the Indians with Joy and Admira- 


tion, to fee, with what Addreſs the Euro- 
er N peans manag'd their Horſes, They were af- 
of Wterwards carry'd on Board the Ships, which 
I'd gave the Cacique occaſion to ſay, he had in 


lied ſome few Days after. As ſoon) as the 
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him a Preſent of a very fine Veſt with Sleeves In lian 
wrought with Birds Feathers of various Co- veſt. 


ffect of 


Mukck. 


la- his Country a large Sort of Trees in which Strange 
eir the Worm never bred by reaſon of the Less. 


e Bitterneſs of the Wood, and which he had 
ie; often experienc'd in his Cances. He added 
chere were other Trees ſo Venimous, that 


the bare Smoak of the Wood occaſion'd pre- 
Kent Death. 


ied M 2 
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* Three Forts To facilitate and ſecure the Navigation 


buiti. 


Aiora's 
FrACICS. 


of the South Seas, the Governour built three 
Forts, one in the Country of the Cacique 
Comagro, another in the Province of Poe 
chorroſa, and a third in that of Tumanams, 
and plac'd ſufficient Garrifons in all three 
of them. He then ſent out divers Captains 
by different Routes, and: among the reſt x 
Cordovan Gentleman one Juan Aiora, With a 
competent Number of Soldiers and two 
Brigantines. This Perſon coaſted along the 
Province of Comagro to get into the South 
Sea. He went aſhore and came to the Houſe 
of the Cacique Charles who was a good Friend 
to the Chriſtians, and had been baptizd 
together with all his Subjects. This Captain 
no ſooner entred his Houſe but he ' carryd 
away all his Gold, and all the Furniture 
he could find. He moreover rob'd the Wo- 
men of their Cotton Habits, and Bracelets 
and Collars they Had about their Arms 
and Necks. At his departure he roy'd along 
the Countries of other Caciques ſerving them 
the ſame Sauce, and exerciſing the ſame Vr 
olences in all the Places where he came. 
The poor Indiaus ſeeing all this were glad 
to ſcamper into the Woods to fave ther 
Lives. Aiora after ſo many Thefts and Rob- 
beries fearing, with Reaſon enough, that be 
might be calld to an Account by the Go⸗ 
vernour, he fled to the Sea-ſide where there 
lay a Brigantine, on which he went Aboard 
with his moſt faithful Followers who were 
Accomplices with him in the ſame Crimes. 
They fled with the Gold and Merchandizes 
they had got without any Bodies being able 
to hear of them more. 


The 


mal 
Inha 
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The Governour likewiſe ſent Ga/por Moralez Moralez 
on the other fide of the Mountains towards fc the 
the South, and the Ifland which is in tbe 
Gulph of St Michael where variety of large 
pearls are found. He had 100 Men under 
his Command among whom were divers 
that had accompany'd Yaſco Nunez in his 
Voyage to diſcover the South-ſeas. Moralex 
being arriv'd in the Territories of Tamacco 
and Chiappa, thoſe Caciques made him great 
Preſents and told him they would aſſiſt him © © 
in the Conqueſt of the /ſand of Pearls which Iand of 
was formerly caJl'd the Iſland of Gold. They Pearls. 
furniſh'd him with Proviſions ſufficient, but 
as they had but few Canoes, there could but 
Sixty Spaniards paſs over into the liland, 
whereot the Cacique having notice he came 
down with a great Number of Indians arm'd 
with Lances and Wooden Swords, and oppos'd e 
their Landing, crying witk all their might gor 
GuazLavara, Guax x avara, that is to the War 
with the Enemy. They attack'd the Spaniard; 
with ſo much Courage and Bravery, that 
tno' they were thrice repuls'd they came on 
again to the Charge; but at length ſeeing 
the great Numbers of their Men that were 
kill'd they retreated and fled. | 

The Example of the other Caciques, his 75e Ca- 
Neighbours, at length inclin'd him to ſeek due 
tne Friendſhip of the Spaniards and beg Peace. C Teate 
He thereupon conducted them to his Pa- 
lace, which was perfectly well built. He pre- 
ſented the Governour with a panier of A Peniey 
Fearls weighing at leaſt 110 Pounds. He9 Pearls, 
gare him in Exchange Glaſs Beads, and 
Imall Looking-Glaſſes, with which he was 
11aitely well pleas'd. He had moreover divers 
aus, given him, which the Indians made more 

Ws Aer 
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Account of than of ſo many Mountains of 

Gold. They could not enough wonder that the 
Europeans ſought after that Metal with ſo 

great Greedinefs, and that they ſhould give 

ſo many precious and profitable [Inſtruments 

for ſuch Trifles as Chains and Bracelets of 

Gold. The Cacique led the Chief of this 
Expedition to the Top of a Tower, whence 

| he might og all ſides view the South: 

"af rieb Sea. You ſee, cry'd he, an infinite Number 
ron * of little Iſlands all belonging to me. They 
are vaſtly rich, if to be fill'd with Gold 
and Pearls may be call'd Riches. All the 
Shores of theſe Iflands are cover'd with Wo 
Mother of Pearl. Now, continu'd he, if you WM den 
will but conſent to be my Friend, take that 

as much of theſe things as you pleaſe. | the 

ſet a greater Eſteem on your | Friendſhip, the 

than on all the Gold and Pearls in my ſurc 
Province, and for my Part I do proteſt to dy, 

you ſolemnly, I will never break the All- and 

ance I ſhall make with you. © A 

% 109 Over and above all theſe fair Proteſtations the 
Weight of the Cacique oblig'd himſelf to give every WW "7 
Nas paid Year to the King of Spain, an hundred the 
gearly, Weight of Pearl which he the eaſier engagd IM ur 

| to do in that he little valu'd ſo precious a dre 

f Merchandize, and could not think he by W 
that means became Tributary to his Catholic N 

Majeſty. This Province, which is not abore S0 
' Greas: fix Degrees from the Equinoctial, is ſo ful ©” 
| 7leny of of Deer of all ſorts that the Spaniards could — 
| Deer. kill as many as they pleas'd without almoſt 11 
| lane a going out of their Houſes. This Caciqu? ay 
Jab a. caus'd himſelf to be baptiz'd with his whole q 
| Family and would needs take the Name of 4 
= the Governour Pedro Avia. At parting The) BY 
| gave each other Aſſurances of an inviolable “ 


Friend: 
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Friendſhip, and the Cacique lent the Com- 


mander his Canoes and People to aſſiſt him 
in his Expedition, profering to accompany him 
himſelf as far as the Sea Shore. The Fifth 
part of the Pearls was given to the King's 


Treaſurers, and the reſt equally divided a- 
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mong the Spaniards. Among theſe Pearls there 415 


was one as large as a Nut, which was 
laid aſide till ſuch time as it ſhould be de- 
termin'd whom it belong'd to. This was 
atterwards ſold to the Lady 1/abella Boadilia, 
Wife to the Governour, who had the Cou- 
rage to accompany her Husband to the New 
World. Thoſe that went on this Expedi- 
tion were only able to ſay concerning it 
that the largeſt Pearls were to be found in 
the deepeſt Water, and the. leſſer ſort near 
the Shore, Pearl-ſhells reſemble in ſome mea- 
ſure a Hen that has many. Eggs in her Bo- 
dy, from - whence the moſt perfect drop firſt, 
and the reſt remain behind till ſuch time 
as they are mature. In like manner when 
theſe Shells open the moſt perfect Pearls al- 
ways ſtart firſt, and the others remain in 
the Shell till they come to a ſufficient Ma- 
turity, It is to be fear'd many Pearls upon 


dropping from the Shell, which they will do 


when they are ripe, have been devour'd by Fiſh. 


Pearl, 


Nature 
Pear Is, 


Many Captains made Voyages to the Auoiber 
South Seas after Moralex; among others Expeditiy 


Gonſaſez, Badaghiezzo, who ſail'd towards the en. 


Weſt in the Beginning of the Month of 
March, in the Year. 1515 with 80 Men, and 
this by Order of the Governour Pedro Avia, 
A neighbouring Cacique to the South Sea 
fled at the Approach of the Spaniards. They 
ſackd his Village where they found ſome 
Slaves, whoſe Faces were painted black and 

M 4 red. 
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Cuſtoms of ted. Theſe Indians make Holes in their 
Indians. Cheeks with pointed Bones, whicho filling up 


with the Powder of certain Herbs ſever] 
Colours are diſpers'd throughout the Face, 
which cannot 'afterwards be remov'd. The 


HSFpaniards carry'd off theſe Slaves, and load. 
Rickes and ed them with the Booty they had taken. 


Pleny 


All theſe Countries are rich in Gold, the 


Earth is fat and fertile, and the Trees are 


laden with excellent Fruits. The Spaniard; 
plunder'd all the Caciques they met in their 
Way, and took their Gold from them. No- 
thing eſcap'd their Hands but what the 
Indians carry'd away with them when they 
fled into the Woods and inacceſſible Places, 
The Booty they had got was ſo great that 


it loaded 400 Slaves. Going afterwards to- 


wards the Province of a Cacique nam'd Pa- 


71224 with Deſign to plunder' him, he laid 


*himfe}f in their Way between two Hills 


Spaniards Cover d with thick Trees, at the Head of 


routed. 


5000 Indians, who as ſoon as the Spaniards 
came up let fly at them with that good Wil 


that above ſixty of them immediatly dropt, 


which the reſt ſeeing they fled, leaving the 
Field of Battle and all the Treaſure 'they 
had got to the Conquerors. After great Fa- 
tigues they at length arriv'd at the Port 
calld Gracias a Dios where their Brigantines 
lay. They went on Board curſing their il 


Fortune, and ſoon after arriv'd at Dares 


half dead with Hunger. The Governour 
having heard how it had far'd with them, 
reſoly'd' to go himſelf to the Province of thc 
Cacique Parizza to revenge the Affront, but 
as he was then Sick the Execution of that 
ay was defer'd to another Opportu- 
It. N 5 : 
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Of. the unfortunate Adventures of Juan 
Solis and his. Companions. ſent by. his 

Catholic Majeiiy on the Diſcovery of 

'  oertain Coaſts. . 68 | 


7 Oralez, Poor | of Laws and Off cial to his Expediti- 
Catholick Majeſty at Darien wrote in- 9 71 


to Spain that an Indian who had eſcap'd 
from Vaſſallage told him, upon ſeeing him 
read a Letter written upon European Paper, 
that thoſe People where he had been a Slave, 
bad Books and Paper made of Leaves of 
Trees ſew'd together; that their Towns were 
Wall'd round with large Stones, and that 
the Men and Women wore Cloaths. In 

this ſame Year 1515 the King of Spain 
equipp'd three Veſſels, and gave Orders to 


Captain Juan Solis to paſs the Cape of St. vnfortu- 
Auguſtine diſtant Six Leagues from the Equi-nate. 


noctial. This Captain after he had coaſted 
along the Terra Firma for ſome time found the 
Antartic Pole elevated thirty Degrees. See- 
ing one Day divers Indians with their Wives 
and Children Skipping about upon the Shore 
and making Signs to him to land, offering 
him ſeveral Things which they laid upon 
the Sand, he put out his Boat and went 
a Shore to diſcover what ſort of Country 
and People they were. But he was no 
ſooner landed than a great Number of Ca- 
nibal-Indians came down thundring upon him, 
and his Men, having lain all the while in Am- 

bduſcade 
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buſcade. They ſurrounded the Spaniards in an 
Inſtant and kill'd them every Man with 
their Bows and Arrows the Ships-Crew that 
were on board being not able to help them 
but remaining unwilling Witneſſes of ſo fad 


a Spectacle. Theſe Barbarians charm'd with 


the white Fleſh of the Europeans cut it in- 
to Pieces and devour'd it half roaſted" and 
bloody, ſo great was their Appetite for ſuch 
unnatural Viands. The Ships Artillery how. 
ever quickly drove them up the Mountains 
but then they carried on their Backs in vie 


- the Heads, Legs and Arms of thoſe unhap- 


Expediti- 


on of Jua 
Ponce. 


3 


Alike Un- 
| ſucceſsful. 


n 


tholick Majeſty ſent him to deſtroy the Ha- 


py wretches they had maſſacred. The He. 


niards ſoon after thought fit to retire with. 
out being able to revenge the Deaths of 
their Companions. | roſs 

Captain Juan Ponce had the foregoing Year 
an Adventure ſomewhat like this.. His Cas 


bitations of the Canibals who made 4 bloody 
War on all that approach'd their Teritories. 
This Captain prompted by a Deſire of ex- 
tirpating thoſe Barbarians accepted with Joy 
the Command af two Veſſels equipp'd at the 
Kings Charges for that Enterprize. He went 
on Shore at Guadaloupe; the Canibals ſeeing 
ſome Europeans arrive laid themſelves, after 
their Manner, in Ambuſh to ſurpriſe them. 
As ſoon as the Captain came a Shore with 
his Men, the Canibals ſet upon them with 
horrible Crys and having kill'd moſt of them, 
the Captain being dangerouſly wounded 
with an Arrow, retir'd to his Ships toge- 


ther with two only of his Companions, who 
had the Mortification to ſee their Fellows 
boil'd and roaſted by thoſe barbarous Fee- 
ders. From that Time there has been no 


News 


News. of the Captain or his: Veſſel but the 
other Ship return d to Spain. 10 * 


: 
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8. 
„ 


About this Time came Letters- Patents £m be. 
from Spain conſtituting Vaſco Nunez Gene- —— 
ral of Darien in conſideration of his great Goue 
Services, in the diſcovery of the South Seas. 
Thoſe Letters, full of Commendations of 
Vaſco, were read publickly, and being ſo much 
to his Ad vantage puff d him up fo that he 
ſoon fail'd in his Reſpect to the Governour, 
which made that Gentleman think of ſe- 
cret Meaſures to revenge himſelf. The moſt 
conſiderable Per ſons of the Country appre- 
hending ill Conſequences from this Difference 
between the Governour and Vaſco, apply'd 
themſelves to a Fryar of the Order of St. 
Francis, a great Preacher, beſeeching him to 
endeavour to reconcile them. This Perſon 
to bring ſo good an End about, offer'd Yaſcs 
the Governour's Daughter in Marriage, but 
the Pride both of one and the other, would 
not ſuffer ſo good a Deſign to take. 

To avoid all Diſaſters that might ariſe TheFormer 
from this Animoſity, Vaſco reſolv'd to ab- Letires for 
ſent himſelf, and go to and ſettle on the? “eke. 
Coaſts of the South Sea. Having got to- 
gether all his Gold and other Riches, he 
parted from Darien with 300 Men that 
were the moſt faithful to him. Divers In- 
lian Slaves carry'd his Baggage and Proviſi- 
ons. In a ſhort time they arriv'd at the 
Territories of the Caciques Tumacco and Chi- 
ri, who receiv'd them with inexpreſſible 
oy. 
Out of a Deſign that Vaſco had to build peggys re 
a Town on the Southern Coaſts, he caus'd diſcover 
four Brigantines to be built in order to go e Spice 
and diſcover the Iflauds of Spices, where Dy —_ 

| e 


rnor. 


the King of Spain, by doing him ſo impor: 
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* 


he thought to make his Court powerfully to 


tat a Piece of Service. He had the pre- 


caution to- bring from Darien Cotton Cloth 


Which ſerv'd him to make Sails of. As for 


Cordage that was made of certain Roots 
of Herbs which the Indians know how to 
make Cords of tolerably ſtrong. The Pines 
of the Country furniſh Wood and Gum ſut- 
ficient: for the reſt of a Ship. Vaſco obſer- 
ving that many of his Followers murmur'd 
at their. beg inceſſantly put upon new Ad- 
ventures inſtead of enjoying what they had 
got at quiet, aſſembled them one Day, and 
to put an End to their Complants and Mor- 
murs, ſpoke to them in the following man- 


Hi Speech ner. My dear Friends and Companions, 


iy bs Fol. It is thro' your Courage and Patience 
wers. 


* have been able to proſecate ſuch Glori- 
* ous Enterprizes as I have done in the 
* Diſcavery of the South Seas. You are 
* ſenſible how high the Governour's Inſo- 
lence has been carry'd againſt me. He 
was not contented with the Authority 
and Preheminence which his Catholick 
* Majeſty had honour'd him with, by con- 
ferring or him the Government of the 
& Terra Firma of the Indies, but I mult for- 
ſooth obey him as a vile Slave, tho' the 
King had nam'd me for General of Da- 
rien. However inſupportable this Slavery 
% mightſeem, yet would I have chearfully under: 
gone it, had the King's Intereſt requir d 
me ſo to have done. But the haughty 
and avaricious Governour found an Occa- 
ſion from this Obedience to aim at taking 
away our Lives and our Goods, that he 
t might thereby footh his Ambition, and 

pro- 
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« procure to himſelf Riches wherewith ' the 
„Countries we have diſcover'd ' abound?! 
« Tf we will therefore live in Qaiet and 
« Safety, we muſt ſeek a Country remoy'd from 
« his Violences and Authority. You know 
« both Gold and Silver is to be found in 
« oreat Abundance on the Southern Coaſts; 
« Jet us go on Board then theſe Veſſels 
« we have firſt finiſh'd, and truſt the reſt 
to Providence and the Almighty Protection. 

All Applauded this Harangue of Vaſco's, Recall d 10 
and cry'd out with one Voice they were Parien. 
ready to follow him whitherſoever he would 
lead them. This was immediately ſent to 
the Governour by ſome of his Followers 
that were foiſted in among his Friends, on 
purpoſe to betray him. The Governour 
knowing Vaſco's great Courage, fear'd leaſt 
hemigbt procure ſo great a Reputation, that 
he might ſettle himſelf, and build a: Ci- 
ty in a rich Country, by which means he 
might be able to put him out of the 
King's Favour, for he would ſolely have 
the Glory of his New Diſcoveries. Having 
conſider'd all this, the Governour thought 
fit to inform againſt Yaſco by the King's 
Officers, and moreover ſent four of his 
principal Captains to let him know he muſt 
immediately ceaſe from his intended Expe- £14 in 
dition and come forthwith to Darien, unleſs ins, 
he had a mind to be treated as a Rebel 
and Traytor. Vaſco who had always pre- 
fer d his Honour above all Things, not be- 
ing willing to incur a downright Diſobedi- 
ence, and moreover | relying upon his In- 
nocence, return'd to Darien with ſome few 
of his Friends, whither he was no ſooner 
come but he was caſt into Priſon and had 
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a large Chain put about his Neck by the 
Governour's Order. The ſame Civil Treat- 
ment was diſpenc'd to four of his Compa- 
nions: Vaſco complaining of the Injuſtice 
and Affront had been offer'd him, was told 
he was ſo us'd becauſe he would have re- 
volted againſt the King, and for making a ſedi- 
tious Harangue. He anſwer'd, the occaſion 
of his having made that Speech was to en- 
courage his Companions to follow him in a 
Diſcovery: for the Benefit of his Majeſty ;' but 


no Excuſes: wonld go down with the Go- 


vernour; for he muſt return to Priſon and 


fordemy d have his Head chop'd off, which Sentence 


Bebeaded. 


was forthwith paſs'd upon him. The Ex- 
ecutioner coming next Morning to the Pri. 
ſon for that purpoſe, Vaſco demanded the 
Favour to ſpeak with ſix of the Principal 
Citizens hefore he died, who coming accor- 
dingly, he declar'd to them he had never 
had other Intention than to obey and do 
Service to his Catholick Majeſty, wherefore 
he thought he had juſt Reaſon to complain 
that ſo commendable Inclinations ſhould have 
no better a Reward. He added he com- 
plain'd principally of two Things, firſt that 
being Innocent he ſhould ſuffer ſo Ignominious 
a Death, and ſecondly in that his Death 
would deprive: the King of many Advarr 
tages he could have procur'd him by new 
Diſcoveries. Laſtly he ſaid, as for Death 


every Body knew he feur'd it not, and that 


he had frequently expos'd his Life to 3 
imminent Hazards for his Majeſty's Service. 

However plauſible theſe Reaſons of, Vi, 
co's were, the Sentence of Death was ſoon 
afrer executed upon him. He had his. Chain 


taken off his Neck, and ſo kneeling Re 
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ted to the fatal Stroke. His Body was ex- 
pos'd in the Market-Place of Darien; to in- 
timidate the People. Both the Inhabitants 

and Strangers could not refuſe. their Tears 

to the Death of this great Man, who came 

to ſuch a Tragical End after the Important 
Services; he had done the State. Ancient 

and Mod ern Hiſtories are full of Examples 

of the like Kind, and that ſuch as ſignaliz'd 
themſelves in the moſt ſhining Enterprizes, 

had met with nothing but Ingratitude for 

their Reward. The Governour Pedro Avia The Gover- 
after the Death of Vaſco, leaving his Wife 29's Ex- 
behind at Darien, paſs'd the Mountains and edition. 
penetrated as far as the Southern Coaſts, 
where having ſeiz'd upon Vaſcos Ships, he 

iſter undergoing a ſevere Tempeſt for three 

Days and three Nights, arriv'd at an In- 

diam Village on the Coaſts calld P 

where having examin'd the Place and the .,, 
Commodiouſneſs of it, he laid the Founda- Panamz. 
tion of a City which became afterwards one 

of the moſt conſiderable in the Indies. 


C H AP. XXII. 
4 ſhort Deſcription of Hiſpaniola, with an 


Account af its firſt Inhabitants, Rivers, 
Lakes, &c. | 


Fter having conducted you along all 2 li 
the Terre Firma of the Indies it would panic la. 


de but reaſonable to reſume what has 12 
| Or- 
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formerly ſaid concerning Hiſpaniola to give 
you a more compleat Idea of that 'Iſlang; 
It is Situated between the Equinoctial Line 
and the 'Trop:ick of Canter. It's Length from 
Faſt to Weſt is about 500 Miles, and 
Breadth from North, to South, about 300. 
The City of San Domingo, its Capfital, lies 
in about eighteen Degrees of Northern IA. 
titude. Two different Nations pretending 
to the Dominion of it came to Blows, and 
the Weaker was fain to give Way to: the 
Stronger. Theſe laſt gave the Name of 
irs indien Libingi to this Iſland, which was afterwards 
Name, Chang'd by the Spaniards” to that of Hiſpe- 

niola. The Days and Nights here are 4. 

moſt of equal Length the whole Vear round. 

When the Sun is in the Tropic of Cancer 
there's atmoſt an Hours difference. The Ait Tun 
climate. is temperate. and neither Cold nor Heats. I bel 
are exceſſive: The Trees are always Green Ml ©*"\ 
ever laden with Fruits or Bloſſoms. The Leaves Il ©” 
never fall till others are ready to | ſucceed tha 
FEerbs. them. All ſorts of Herbs that have been ſow'd 15 
there thrive admirably well. In like Man- Mn 

Europe - ner the European Animals, as Oxen and larg 
an ani. Horſes multiply exceedingly. It has been bre 
. obſery'd that Corn thrives better upon the and 
Hills and Mountains . where there's ſome - 
Cold to refreſh it, than in the Plains and be 
Vallies where the Earth is too rich and _ 
the Heat too ſuffocating. The Ears of Corn hin 
on the Mountains are as big as a Man's = 
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Trees. 


Arm, aad all fill'd with Grains whereof there . 
are ſome times 2000 in one Ear. 10 
Divifion: Hiſpaniola is water'd by four large Rivers oy 
which divide it into five Provinces. In one Iz. 
of theſe Provinces there is a very deep Ca- 11 


vert into which you may hear the — 
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fill with a horrible Din five Miles off. 
Thoſe that have liv'd but a little while 
near the Mouth of this Cavern become deaf. 

Theſe Rivers form 4 great Lake where the 
Waters turn With that Rapidity and occa- 6 of 
ſion ſuch violent -Whirl-Pools, that -who=z bes. 
ever falls therein, is immediatly ſwallow'd 

vp. What ſeems yet more wonderful is, that 

there is a Lake full of Fiſh on the Top of 

a Mountain, which is almoſt inacceſſible on 

all ſides. In other Places you may meet 

with Lakes of freſh Water, ſalt Water and 

bitter Water, as in the Province of Bainoa 
| where there is a Lake above 30 Miles long 
and 15 broad, whoſe Waters are as bit- 
ter as Gall. Many Rivers run into this 
Lake yet you can gever obſerve that any 
run out again, , which makes People apt to 
believe there are profound Caverns that re- 
ceive thoſe Waters, for the Indians and their 
Canoes that are loſt in great Numbers in 
that. Lake are never ſeen afterwards. One 4 Vonder 
took one Day a young Fiſh and putting 7 49 
him into another Lake that was not ſo 
large as this fed him conſtantly with Max- 

Bread by which Means he became ſo tame 

and large that he ſuffer'd that Perſon to 

get upon his Back and carry'd him to and 

fro along the ſides of the Lake. At length 

the ſame Perſon was ſo bold as to venture 

croſs the Lake with him and the Fiſh: carried 

bim over and brought. him again to the 

Place where he took him up. The Figure 
of this Fiſh is diſagreeable to the Sight. He 
reſembles a Beaſt with four Feet, but in- 
e tead of them he has four large Bones very 
„rd which come out of his Body that is 
l cover'd with hard Scales. His Head is 
il N Uke 
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Ble that of an Ox z it is heavy and not 
eaſily mov'd, but thoſe that have eat of it 
ſay tis exquiſite and delicious Food. This 

e Fin remain'd a long while in the Lake whert 

2 World of People came to ſee it and gave 
it Bread: But at length a ſudden Hurricane 
coming there follow'd ſuch an Inundation of W of t 
the Lake that this Fiſh was ſuppos'd to be N Wo 
carry'd into the Sea for he was never heard lire 
of after. any 

Rock Halt. By digging very deep in the Mountaim In 

you find a very hard Salt ſhining like Chri- Wcivil 

ſtal. You may alſo find great 'Quantities Wheen 

of Gold, but the Inhabitants will not give Whave 
themſelves the Trouble to dig for it, Beal 

| reaſon having all other Conveniencies of Wperic 
Manners Life they think they have no Occaſion for Mif th 
of the In- that. Bread ſuffices to allay their Hunger, mig 
dans. and they quench their Thirſt in the Foun» Waltos 
rains. They ſit all Day in the ſhade prat- ning 

ling under Trees and ſometimes dance after MWhard 

their Manner, without thinking of any thing rad 

elſe, or giving themſelves any manner of the 
Trouble. Gold has been ſometimes. known Went 

vegetable to ſhoot forth of the Earth like a Plant, Meathe 

Gord, which would ſeem incredible if the ſame Mdiſpe 

had not been once obſerv'd in the King - Nene 

dom of Hungary. You may every Day here 

ſee Branches of Gold that climb about Trees, I Chi 

as Vines do about Elms, and this Gold & nd! 

Strange commonly very ſine. In the Province of Five. 
Foumains. Caizima there are Fountains whoſe Surface What | 
is Freſh and good to drink, the Middle an a 
Brackiſh, and the Bottom exceeding Bitter ug t! 

Some think the Source of this Fountain is Salt s if 

aud that the Water a top is what falls ſoo 

from the Mountains and will not mix witk egs 

the falt Water by reaſon of its different ihe } 

I Weight. 
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Weight. If you lie down upon the Ground 
and lay your Ear cloſe to the Sides of theſe 


Fountains, you ſhall plainly. perceive they are 
hollow under the Water. You hear a Horſe- 


man five Miles before he comes at you, and mee; 


a Footman one. The Inhabitants of ſome 

of theſe Provinces retire into Caverns in the 
Woods and on the Mountains where they 
lire upon wild Fruit not caring to have 

any Converſe with the other People of the 
| Wiland. It has been found impracticable to 

civilize any of theſe wild. Men that have 
been taken Priſoners. Tis believ'd they 
e Whave no ſettled Language, no more than 
y Wheaſts. They have neither Laws nor Su- 
| Wperiors among them, for all are equal, and 
if they had not an human Figure, they 
might be taken for wild Beaſts. They go 
altogether naked, and are ſwifter at run- 
ning than our ſwifteſt Dogs, ſo that 'tis a 
hard Matter to take them. The Chriſtians 
had ſome Fields and Gardens, not far from 
the Habitations of theſe wild Men; they 
went thither in the Month of Seprember to 
gather their Harveſt. Whilſt. they were 


ne iſpersd in the Fields about their Work, „ ” 
g- Wore of theſe Salvages comes out of a Copſe,,,.... 


ay Where he had hid himſelf, and ſnatches up 


es, Child that was ſleeping oa the Grats - 


bnd ran away with it as hard as he could 
ot re. The Father of the Child and ail 
ace bat were with him ſet up pitiful Cries and 
dle an after the Salvage but in vain. He ſee- 
er- ng them come after him, at length ſtopt 
alt s if he had a Mind to ſtay for them, but 
als g loon as they were come up he ſet up his 
ith W-23 again and was quickly out of Sight. 


end re Father verily believ'd the Salvage would 


bt: N 2 have 
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have devour'd his Child, but whether it was 
out of Compaſſion for his Grief or 6ther- 

. wiſe, the wild Man obſerving ſome Shep- 
herds keeping their Flocks, went and laid 
down the Infant unhurt near them, who 
ſoon return'd him to his overjoy'd Fa- 
ther. 

indian u- You have in this Iſland a large Tree call( 

nocence- Coppei whoſe leaves are half a Foot long 
Whatever is writ on theſe Leaves with 2 
Bodkin remains as legible as what is writ on 

Paper with Ink. A Lord ſent one Day, by 

one of his Slaves, four Rabbits to a Friend 

of his, and wrote upon theſe Leaves the 

Number he ſent. The Slave eat two by the 

Way, and preſented the other two - tope- 

ther with the Leaves, without thinking 

they could have diſcover'd' his Theft, but he 
was not a little ſurpris'd when he heard 
that he ought to have brought four. Here. 
upon he ingenuoufly confefs'd the Fat, 
which being known among the Indians, ot- 
caſion'd them great Perplexity , becaulc 
now they thought they ſhould not be able 
to diſcourſe any more under thoſe Trees 
without having their Secrets reveal'd by ths 

Leaves. It is a common thing in this Iſland 

to have Perſons live a hundred or ſixſcote 

Years, which is attributed to certain Herbs 

they eat, to Truffles, Onyons, or their Brea 
made of Caſſave which is very eaſie to digeſt. 

The Rivers and Ponds are full of Fill 

Morten d. which they eaſily take without Trouble. Since 
the Indians have been forc'd to live expos( 
to the Sun, and to dig Gold in the Mines 
they have not liv'd fo long. Several of then 
have made away with themſelves after the 
faw they were reduc'd to ſo great _ 

| theß 
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they that had formerly liv'd fo contentedly 
and happy. Many likewiſe have -reſolv'd 
not to marry becauſe they would not beget 
Slaves for the Spaniards, The Women with. . _ 
Child make their bringing forth eaſie by the fob 
Vertue of certain Herbs. It is not to be won- egg, 
der'd at, however, that this Iſland, which was 
formerly ſo productive of People, ſhould at 
preſent be half ruin'd and deſart, ſince the 
Avarice and Severity of the Spaniards has 
made ſuch Havock among them. _ 
It rains but rarely in theſe Parts and N 
they are oblig'd to bring Water by Canals ; 
into their Grounds. The Indians are all na- Chuccter 
turally mild, ſimple, peaceable and credulous. of . — 
They have ſo great a Veneration for their % C. 
Caciques, that whenever any one of them ſtaas. 
dies, divers of his Women devote them- 
ſelves to Death, to wait upon him in the 
other World. Some Fryars of the Order 
of St. Francis being preſent one Day at one 
of theſe Ceremonies, had all the Difficulty 
in the World to diſſwade ſeveral Indians q 
from killing themſelves to do Honour to l 
their deceas'd Cacique ; but they could g 
obtain only this Favour, that one only ſhould 
die. This Woman was perfectly handſome z W * 
ſhe ſet herſelf off with all her fineſt Attire, l 
and took with her a Bottle of Water, and 1 
Bread as if ſne ſnould have Occaſion for them 
in the other World. Her Name was 
Guane hetta Benechena. When any Cacique has 
a Child born all the Inhabitants of the 
Neighbopring Territories come to falute 
the Lad in the Straw and the Child, ro 
whom every one gives a Name. Some call 
him, in caſe he be a Son, the burning Flambear, 
others the ſhining Flambeau, and a third 
N 3 | - ſort 
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fort the Conqueror of Enemies, and a mot M _ 
powerſul Lord more precious than Gold. Thy of 
Compliment to female Children is, that the 
they are more odoriferous than Flowers, and Ver 
more delicious than the moſt charmigg the 
Fruits: Moreover, that they are the Eyes ker 
of the Sun and Stars. When any Cacign for 
is mention'd, all his Denominations muſt he wh 
likewiſe repeated, or they run a Riſque of WI 4 
being puniſh'd for their Negligence. Chi 

n, 7, The Jndians adore the Sun and Moon, Bi >* 

— 4 „ and mingle a great many ſuperſtitious Ce he 

| Religion, remonies with their Worſhip. They hold rot 

2 A Firſt, Eternal, Omnipotent and Invincible th 
Principle, to whom they give two Names 10 
Mamona and Guamaonocon. They ſay this * 
God has a Mother who has five Name, FL 
Viz. Attabeira, Mamona, Guacavarita, Sells do 
Cemis, 32nd Guinazoua. This God they likewiſe hold H 
has many Meſſengers calld Cemi's, and that © 
every Cac:que has one aſſign'd him thro” 1 
ſnecial Priviledge. They believe he appear 
only in the Night, and reveals to the CG 
cique a thouſand Secrets; that he is of tht 
Colour of Cotton dy'd black, and throns 
out Fire at his Mouth. His Feet, they ſay, 
are like thoſe of black Serpents, on two d 
which only he fits. When the J[ndians po 
out to fight their Enemies they always hat 
one of theſe little Figures faſten'd to theit 
Forcheads, believing, that by their Aſſiſtance 


— 


they ſhall ſurely have the Victory. Thy : 
demand Rain of them and Fair Weathen F 
according as their Occaſions require, Whel f 
theſe Cemi”s appear by Chance in the Wood: 

or elſewhere, the Indians have always a parti: ; 


cular Veneration for the Places where the 
r | 
- Whe 
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When they have a Mind to be inform'd Mor of 
of the Succeſs of any important Affair, of 07/ing 
the Abundance of their Harveſt, of the EE 
vent of any War they have engag'd in, of 
the Recovery or Death of any conſiderable 
Perſon, the Chief of the Caciques enters a 
fort of Temple dedicated to theſe Cemis, 
where a certain Drink is preſented to him 
made of an Herb which the Indians call 
Chohobba. This Drink he ſauffs up at the 
Noſe, which he has no ſooner done than , 
he grows mad for a Time, the Houſe-turns 1 
round with him, and the People walk on b 
their Heads, in a manner that he knows | 
not where he is nor what he does, nor in = 
a Word what he ſays. As ſoon as theſe \ 
Fumes begin a little to abate, he ſets him A 
down upon the Ground with his Hands and 
Head upon his Knees, and after having con- 
tinu'd a while in this Poſture, he all of a 
ſudden, as if he had awak'd from a pro- 
found Sleep, lifts up his Eyes towards Hea- 
ven and mutters certain Words between 
his Teeth which no body underſtands. The 
| Principal People of the Country ſtand round 
the Cacique whilſt this Ceremony is perform- 
ing, and afterwards return Thanks to the 

Cemi for reſtoring him to his Senſes, when 
they begin to enquire of him what he has 
ſeen. He anſwers gravely the Cem: has 
| ſpoke to him and promis'd him Victory o- 

ver his Enemies if the Queſtion be about 
Fighting, or elſe Succeſs or Information in 
ſome other matter. 

The Indians believe alſo theſe Cemi's have Strange 

Converſe with their Wives, and if the Belicf, 

Children that are born happen to have any 
particular Mark about them, then they are in a 

jel N 4 mag: 
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manner certain that the Child was begot by 

f ſome mi. Since the Chriſtians have been 
Ile Ce- in Poſſeſſion of Hiſpaniola all theſe Cemi's have 
cage diſappear d, and their Deluſions ceas'd. The 
 ,.**  fndiazs have concluded from thence their 
Country ſhould devolve to another Domini. 
on, and their Caciques be ſubjected to a more 
powerful Lord. Theſe Caciques have their 

Children of Children inſtructed by ancient Men of the 
ve Ca- Country, who paſs among them for Sages 
3 aad Learned Perſons. They make them learn 
ot Verſes by Heart which are to explain tg 
= them the Origin of Things, and to recall 
into their Memories the Remembrance of 
what their Anceſtors have done as well in 
War as Peace. They repeat . theſe Verſe 
to the Sound of a Drum made of holloy 
Wood, and dance about at the ſame time. 
Their Agility is wonderfal. They go always 
naked, and ſpend great part of their Time 
in Dancing, thinking of nothing ſo much as 
to divert themſelves. They have alſo Verſes 
upon Love and in Praiſe of their Miſtreſſes, 
by which they explain their Paſſions for them. 
They have likewiſe ſad and very moving 
Songs in the Elegiac Strain, which they. en- 


Voice. They have moreover warlike and 
grave Songs to animate their People againſt 
the Perils of War. Thus prepar'd they wil 
throw themſelyes into the midſt of their E. 
nemies with ſurprizing Intrepidity, and with: 
out fearing either Wounds or Death, firmly 
believing if they die in Defence of their 
Country they ſhall go to inhabit in the Sun 
Theſe Songs have been handed down to 
them by their Anceſtors for a long Succef 
goa of Time. They have likewiſe Prop 

A f tic 


preſs with ſuitable Geſtures and Tone of 
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tick Rhimes by which they pretend the com- 
ing of the Europeans into their Country 
was foretold 'a long while before it hap- 
pen'd. They accomodate theſe Songs to the 
Words, and ſing them in a lamentable and 
moving Strain. The Contents of one of 
them is thus: The Eternal God has reſolv'd 
that Men wearing | Habits ſhall; come into this 
Hand arm'd with long Swords, and who will 
he able to clegve a Man in two with one Stroke, 
and that from Head to Foot. Theſe Strangers 
will drive away our Cemi's, and aboliſh all our 
Ceremonies, and our Children and Poſterity will 
be oblig d to ſubmit to the Toke of their Domini- 
on. They thought at firſt che Predictions 
contain'd in theſe» Rhimes related to the 
w Canibals their Neighbours, from whom for 
ge. that reaſon they would run and hide them- 
ys Wh ſelves as foon as ever they ſaw them land. 
ne WW However it is a conſtant Tradition in that 
Country, that two of their moſt famous Ca- 
ſes WY ciques having faſted for five Days together 
es, in Honour of their Cemi's, a little before 
m. the Arrival of the Spaniards in that Ifland, 
| it had been reveal'd to them by Night, 
that in a little Time a ſtrange Nation all 
Cloath'd ſhould come and make them all 
Slaves. It ſeems the Succeſs has verify'd 
this Prophecy, for the (Spaniards made them- 
ſelves Maſters of that Iſland much about 
that Time. All the Indians have been bap- Il the In- 
tized, and ſince the Diſplaying of the Chri- dians bap- 
ſtan Standard in the Indies all the Wor- x 4. 
ſhip of the Cemi's has been aboliſh'd and for- 
got. n 
They ſhow you at the Foot of a Moun- „ No- 
tain in the Country of the Cacique Macchia- tions and 
ves, a vaſt aud obſcure Cavern, whoſe En- opinions. 

trance 
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trance is adorn'd with divers Paintings, and 
among the reſt two great Figures of the 
Cemi's different from each other, which the 
Ludi ans formerly went frequently to viſit with 
great Devotion, and when they were 280 
the Reaſon of it, they anſwer'd the Sun and 
Moon came out of that Cavern to light the 
World. They relate many Childiſh Notions 
concerning the Peopling of the Earth, for 
Example that all Men were ſhut up in a 
very deep Cavern, not being able to pet 
out becauſe + the Sun hindred them, being 
unwilling they ſhould fee him. For this 
purpoſe he clap'd Sentinels and Guards at 


the Caverns Mouth, one of whom having 


the Curioſity to know what / paſs'd in. the 
Iſland came out, but the Sun having quick- 
ly obſerved him, chang'd him into a Rock 
for his Diſobedience. - This fatal Stone is 
ſtill remaining at the Entrance into the Cave. 
They add that divers more of theſe Priſo- 
ners being tir'd with their Captivity, came 
out 1n the Night time to take the Air, but 
being not nimble enough to return before 
the Riſing of the Sun, he caught them and 
chang'd them into Trees. One of the old 
eſt Inhabitants of this Cave, call'd Yaquon- 
ana got by light one of his Children out whom 
the Sun ſoon transform'd into a Nightin- 
gale. This they ſay is the Reaſon that that ſmal 
Bird ſings all the Year round to demand Af 
ſiſtance of his Father, for theſe Indian Night- 
ingales are not like ours in Europe, which 


ſing only at certain Seaſons. This unfor- 


tunate Father being willing to go and com- 
fort his Child whom he lov'd tenderly, got out 
one Night and carry'd all his Women and othe! 
Children with him, but the Sun having are 

them 
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| his Habitation. One Day going to viſit 


they all ſaw the Pitcher full of Fiſh, and 
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them on the Banks of a River, chang'd 
the Children into Frogs. Now as theſe Children 
underwent great Hunger, they cry'd incef- 
ſantly Toa, Toa, which ſignifies in Indian, 
Mama, Mama; now ſaid they, this Toa, Toa, 
has remain'd to the Frogs ever after. | 

The other Inhabitants of this Cave getting J the 
out one Night to waſh themſelves in ſome Fat e. 
Ponds of Rain Water, they perceiv'd great peopjed. 
Numbers of Women that like Birds flew | 
about from Bough to Bough. They were 
greatly ſurpriz d and charm'd, and endea- 
voured all they could to take ſome of them, 
but they ſtill flid thro' their Fingers like 
Eles. Having conſulted with an old Stager 
what they ſhould do in this Caſe, he advis'd 
thoſe that had moſt Knots on their Fingers 
to endeavour to catch them, but they could 
take but four and all the Reſt flew away: 

Now faid they *twas theſe four Women 
that peopled the Earth, their Children being 
permitted to come out of the Caves and no 
Body was metamorphos'd ever after. 

Now ſee what Account they gave of origin of 
the Origin of the Sea. A certain very the Ses. 
rich Perſon, one Aia, happening to loſe 
his only Son he bore his death with great 
regret. Having burnt his Body he put the 
Aſhes into a great Pitcher and buried it 
at the Foot of a Mountain not far from 


this Pitcher, he ſaw ſeveral large Fiſh come 
out of it, even Whales, and ſuch like Sea 
Monſters. Being much frighten'd he went 
and told this Wonder to his Neighbours, 
who not leſs ſurpriz'd had the Curioſity to 
go and ſee ſo rare an Adventure. In a Word 


while 


while one more curious than the reſt went 
to take it up he chanc'd to let it fall and 
it broke, when on a ſudden there ruſfy 
forth the Sea and all the Rivers of the 
World. The Plains and Valleys were imme- 
diatly cover'd with Water, and the Moun- 
tains only eſcap'd the Inundation by their 
Height. 108 | 
Notions Theſe Indians have odd Notions concer- 
ng ning the dead. They believe they conceal 
Peel: themſelves only a Days, and a Nights take 
a Walk to eat of a certain Fruit call'd Gu- 
bana. They ſay they afterwards ſlide into 
the Houſes, and into the Beds of the India 
Women under the Forms of Men; that 
they appear a Nights in the Streets, and 
if any one has Courage to face them fly in- 
continently, but if he flies and ſhews Fear 
of them, they do all the Miſchief they can, 
in a Manner that ſome People have been 

lam'd bytheſe ſort of Apparitions. 
gebool Ma. The Schoolmaſters aſſemble the People at 
ers or certain Times to preach theſe Whimſies to 
Phyficiens, them. Theſe Aſſemblies are always kept un- 
dier Trees. Theſe Maſters are in great E- 
ſteem, for they feign that the Cemi”s ſpeak 
to and reveal to them whatever is like to 
happen to every one. Over and above this,they 
are likewiſe Phyſicians and have ſome Know- 
ledge of Herbs and other Medicines. They 
Heal with their Juices conſiderable Wounds. 
When any Cacique is ſick he ſends for one 
How they of theſe School-Maſters who is oblig'd to 
*beir2,, faſt and drink of the Juice of the Plant ch. 
tients, hobba. That turns him immediatly to Madaeſs 
© as We have already obſerv'd. He then rouls 
his Eyes about after a frightful Manner, and 
being a little come to himſelf, takes the 0 
| 2 | — Perſon 
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perſon and places him in the Midſt of the 
Chamber into which no Body is permitted to 
come except two or three of his Friends. He 
next takes three or four Turns round the Ca- 
cique ſcrewing his Face and Month into a thou- 
ſand frightful Contorfions, beating with his 
Feet and Hands as if he were diſtracted. 
Then he blows upon the Neck, Forehead and 
Temples of the Patient. Afterwards ſucks 
in his Breath, and rubs the Shoulders, Thighs 
and Legs of the ſick Man. Then he wrings 
his Hands and runs towards the Door to 
drive out, if he can, the Malady and Venom 
that has taken Poſſeſſion of the dying Perſon. 
He makes him drink moreover the Juices of 
certain Herbs, which purge him, and he for- 
bids him to eat before next Morning. If he 
perceives there's any Hopes of a Cure, he 
plays all the ſame Tricks over again, but if 
he deſpairs of it, he ſays the Cemi's are angry 
with the ſick Perſon, and will not permit 
him to live any longer becauſe he has fail'd 
in his Reſpe& to them, and not built them an 
Habitation fine enough. If it be a Cacique 
that dies, his Friends inform themſelves whe- 
ther it happen'd thro* the Diſpleaſure of the 
f Cemi's or the Negligence or Ignorance of the 
b Phyſician, whether he has faſted as he 'ought Enquiry 
| to have done, or not made Uſe of good 7519 Mer 
1 WH Remedies. To ſucceed in this Enquiry, af- ings... 
; ter having us'd certain Ceremonies for a 
1 whole Night, they lay themſelves down by 

the dead Perſon, and, they fay, he reveals to 
dem in a Dream, what has been the true 
1 W_ occaſion of his Death. It has ſometimes 
0 coſt the Phyſician his Life, when the Dream 
n has not been tavourable to him. Theſe are 
* Part of the Superſtitions which N 
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Books from All has been here ſaid concerning Hiſpaniola, 


whence 


. tyr, who was at the Court of the King 


been taken of Spain when Chriſtopher Columbus made the 


compleat Account of the Rarities which are 
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been impos'd on the Inhabitants of Hiſpai 
niola by their Cemiꝰs and Doctors. The European 
Preachers have, however, now undeceiv'd 
them by ſhewing the Extravagances of theſe 
Fables and proving evidently that they have 


been deceiv'd by the Devil who is the Au- 
thor of all Evil. 


is taken out of Don Pedro, a Milaneze Mar- 


Diſcovery of the New World, in 1492, 
Giovanni Battiſta Ramuſio has inſerted it in 
his Third Volume printed in Italian at Venice 
in 1665. TI | 

Thoſe that are deſirous to have a more 


to be found in Hiſpaniola may read what Don 
Fernando Cortez, has written concerning them 
ia four ample Relations. The Original of 
the firſt is not to be got. It ſeems to he 
that which the Council Royal of the Jndies 
caus'd to be gather'd together at the Re- 
queſt of Pamphilo Narvaez. The ſecond and 
third have been priated in Spaniſh and are 
become very ſcarce. The fourth was printed 
in Folio in 1525. An Anonymous Author 
has tranſlated them all, and printed them in 
High Dutch. | | 

Pedro Saveronano has tranſlated the ſecond 
and third into Latin, which were printed in 
1532 as Valerius Taxandre and Abraham Or. 
relius inform us. All three are to be met 
with in Latin together with other Works printed 
in Folio in 1532. *Tis probable they are thoſe 


Taxandre ipcaks of, tho' he mentions but two. I 

Juan Hervagio has added theſe two Relations I fit 

in the New World of Juan de Parvo. Ramuſo . 
has 
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has tranſlated - them into Halian as well 

as the third Relation and inſerted them in 

his third Volume. 4: ol Bide i 
Father Teribio de Motolinia, a Franciſcan, 

has collected Hiſtorical Memoirs which are 

yet but Manuſcripts. Gabriel Laſo de la Vega 


has written a Poem entitPd the Generous Cortez, 
printed in Quarto in 1588. He corrected it 


afterwards and added a thirteenth Canto to 
the twelve that were before printed. This 
laſt Edition appear'd under the Title of La 
| Mexicana in Octavo in 1594 
There is a Letter of Chriſtopher Colum- 
bus written from Jamaica the 7th of July 
1503, where he made his laſt Voyage, of 
which a Relation was ſent to their Catho- 
lick Majeſties printed in Quarto. Altho' Don 
Lorenzo Ramirez de Prado of the Council of 
the Indies, pretends to keep it In Manuſcript it 
is neverthelefs to be had printed in the 
Bibliotheque of Don Juan de Saldierna. 

There is alſo another Relation of the 
Voyages of Chriſtopher Columbus, which Americus 
Veſpucius tranſlated into Italian and printed in 


his New World; and Juan de Prado did the 


like in Latin. 


Don Fernand Columbus Son of Chriſtopher, 


has written the Life and Hiſtory of his 
Father and his Voyages. Alonſo de Ulloa has 
tranſlated it into Italian, and caus'd it to be 
printed in Oftavo in 1571. 

Lorenzo Gambora has compos'd a Poem in 
Latin Verſe on the Navigations of Chriſtopher 
Columbus. This Poem was printed in Octavo 
m 1581. | 
Another Poem of Juan Baptista Stella, en- 
titled La Colombeida, printed in Latin Verſe in 
Quarto in 1589. 

Lope ⁊ 
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Lopez. Felix de Vega has compos'd a Co- 
medy on the Diſcovering: of the New wet ſha 
by Columbus. 1221 1 
The New. World of Giovanni Tomaſo Eſil the 
lano is a Poem in Tuſcan, which contains 34 the 
Cantos printed in Twelves in 1628. | 
Father Ba#thelemy de las Caſas, a Domini anc 
; tan, Biſhop of Chiappa, famous for his Wii. like 
8 tings among Foreigners, has given us diver, 
Tracts upon different Subjects in the Form 
of Memoirs concerning the Affairs of the 
New World. One of theſe Fracts bears this 
Title, Sixteen Remedies againſt the Peſt which | 
deſtroys the Indies, as does another this Title, An 
A ſnort Account of the Deſtruction of the lu- A 
dies. The Liberty this Author, has given 
himſelf makes him belov'd by Strangers. | 
heodorus de Bry has tranſlated this laſt Trag 
into Latin, and given it this Title, The trie j 
Account of the Countries that were deſtroy d in 
the Indies by the Spaniards, He has adorgd 
his Book with ſeveral fine Cutts and printed it | 
in Quarto in 1598. 3 Wu 
Giovanni Battiſta Ramuſio in his Preliminary Oc 
Diſcourſe to his Third Tome which ane 
contains the Hiſtory of the Indies, ſays Wt ''* 
ſpeaking of Signior Gonzales d' Oviedo, that I fre 
he had compos'd in Three Parts a General IM the 
Hiſtory of the Indies, but that he has only | 
printed the Firſt. The Second com- MW 
rains the Diſcovery of Aexico and Nu Le 
Spain, and the. Third comprehends the Con- Wh 
queſt of Peru. Fernand 4 Oviedo came on for 
purpoſe from Hiſpaniola to Sevil to printtheſe def 
Voyages, adorn'd with above 400 Figures of the 
Animals, Birds, Fiſh, Trees, Plants, and Sm- 
ples unknown to the Europeans. The. Author 
printed only the Firſt Part, of —_ * 


of Vor Ae ES and TRAVELS; 185 
ſhall give yon here an Abridgment. Altho' 
dis Hiſtory treats of the ſame Countries and 
the ſame Things with that of Don Pedro 
the Martyr, of which we have already given an 
WH Extra; yer as Travellers have different Gours' 
ind Views, their Obſervations may be fo 
likewiſe. | W | 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

An Abridgment of the Natural Hi ory. | 

of the Weſt-Indies, and what was found I 
there moſt remarkable by Fernand d' 


Oviedo, and related in the Conferences | 1 
he had with Charles V. | | 


| HE Place to ſet fail from for the In- Route 
dies is commonly Sevil or San Tuc ar and Man- 
where the River Guadalqui vir flows into the ner of 3 
Ocean. They fail ſtreight for the Canaries 35 30." 
CY jan ALLE | Weſt-In 

and touch either at Gomera or Grand Caua- dies. 


714 to take in freſh Water, Wood, Cheeſe, 


s | A. | 
t fie Proviſions and fuch other Things as 
they are like to have occaſion for in the 


Voyage. This ſhort Cut is made common- 
ly in eight Days for it is not above 250 
Leagues Sail. When you leave the Canaries 
you will be at leaſt five and twenty Days be- 
fore you can diſcover any of the Iſlands that lie 
e Wl before Hiſpaniola. The firſt you come at are 
che Iſlands of Todos los Santos, Maria Galan- 
-, San Domings, St. Chriſtopher's and Guada- 
r WM beupe. It happens ſome times that Ships go with- 
re but ſeeing any of theſe Iſland. They then 
ter ſtreigit for the ang of St. John, thoſe . 
O of 


of Hiſpaniola, Jamaica or Cuba which lie fur- 
ther off. It may alſo happen that they mag 
arrive at the Terra Firma without. ſeeing 
any of. theſe Iſlands, which is, vccaſion'd by 
the ſmall Experience of the Pilots for when 
they know their Buſineſs they always touch 
at ſome of theſe. Iſlands the neareſt of-which 
is 900 Leagues or thereabouts, from the 
Canaries, From theſe firſt Iſlands to Hiſpa- 
niola they reckon 150 Leagues, ſo that that 
Iſland muſt be Diſtant from Sevil about 1300 
Leagues. The Paſſage from Hiſpaniola to the 
Terra Firma is for the moſt part perform'd 
in ſeven or eight. Days. One may fay in 
general that the whole Iſtand of Fiſpaninls 
is exceeding fertil and that if it were poſleſsd 
8 by one Sovereign, he would ſoon be richer, 
and more powerful then a King of Sczly or 

| Cyprus, | 5 | 8 
Four. for- Before the Europeans came thither there 
or Beaſts were no Animals to be found there of fou 
. Feet except two ſorts of little Rabbits, oft 
of which the Iflanders call'd in their Lan- 
guage Utzas, and the other Coris. What- 
ever four footed Beaſts are there now be- 
ſides theſe have been brought from Spain. 
They have multiply'd exceedingly, eſpecially 
Bulls and Cows; ſome of the Inhabitants 
have at leaſt 2000 to their ſhare., Tis true 
there are not better Paſtures in all the World, 
clearer or ſofter Water, nor a more pure or 
- temperate Air. Animals there are never lean, 
nor of a had Taſt. The Fertility of the 
Country and thé great Abundance of all 
Neceſlaries that is to be found there bas 
Peſeripti} rendred the Inhabitants very rich and flou- 0 
on of Sanriſhing, and it is no Rhodomontade to ſay 
Domingo that Sn Domingo, is to the full as vY as 
are 


fi 
_ 
. * 
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Barcelona? The Streets are all large, ſtrait 


and laid out by Line, and the Sea waſhes 
the City-Walls. The Church of St. Dominick 


is magnificently built of a fair Stone or fat 
Earth, and ſo well put together that nothing 
could be better fancy'd. On the other Side 
of the City the River O⁊ama waſhes the In- 
habitants Houſes and forms a vaſt Port in s Port. 


which Ships of the greateſt Burden may 
ride, and which come and unlade even at 
the Burghers Doors. Tis rare to find any 
other Port ſo commodious for lading and un- 


lading of Merchandiſes. 


The Houſes of this City are built with 
ſo great 'Neatneſs, that hardly any Lords 
in Caſtile” lodges better than the common 
Citizens do here. The Natives of Hiſpaniola 
ire . naturally leſſer in ſize than thoſe of 
Europe, They have large Foreheads, black 
Hair and very long, no Beards, nor any 
other Hair about their Bodies any more 


than Women have; their Colour is light 
Brown. They go all naked except their 


Privy. Parts but which they cover ſo lightly 
that one may eaſily ſee what Sex they are 
of. They have but one Wife, and they marry 


neither their Daughters nor their Siſters but 


contract in all other Degrees. They eat two 
ſorts of Bread, one made of Mais, a Grain 
like Millet, and the other of Caſſave, which 
is a fort of Root. The Places where 


Wood grows are more proper for Tillage places pro- 
than where Graſs, for they grub up theper for Til. 
Roots of Wocd and ſow Maix there. Theſe lage. 


Roots with the Wood they burn upon the 
Ground and the Aſhes, render it fertil by fat- 
tening it. An Indian takes astakeof a Mans height 
and pitches it into the Ground with all his 

O 2 force 
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Manner of forte, then pulling it out puts ſive or fx 
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Young. Stains of Maiz into the Hole and covers 


Time 3 


EBurveſt: 


Maiz de- 
: Frib'd. 


Manner o 


eng it. 


it. A Foot from thence he makes another 


Hole, and ſo continues to do till all the 


Field is ſown. Their Harveſt is about four 


Months after, and in ſome Places in Fhree; 


When the Grain begins to grow ripe they 
are oblig'd to look after it for fear of the 
Parrots that ſwarm in this Country. | Chil- 
dren have the Charge of driving them away, 
for which purpoſe they plant themſelves in 
little Huts made of Reeds on the Tops of 
Trees, and bawl out inceſſantly which trigh- 
tens the Birds. | Yd 
The Stalk of this Maiz is commonly the 
Height of a Man, the Ear of the Length of ones 
little Finger, and the Leaf much like thoſe 
of our Reeds in Europe, but larger and more 
flexible. Every Stalk has a Bunch, in which are 
3 or 400 Grains. Every Bunch is enclosd 
with two or three Coats one upon another, 
which cover the Grain and ſecure it from 
the Wind and Sun. The Natives roaſt this 
Maix and eat it without more ado. When 
it is young and tender they do not roaſt 
it, but eat it as it is. The Europeans give 
this Grain to their Horſes and Beaſts of 
Burden. They that have a mind to make 
Bread of it pound it with all their Force 
in a- Stone-Mortar, and throwing, m Water 
by little and little make a Paſte, which they 
wrap up in the Leaf of an Herb prepar'd for 
that purpoſe, then laying it on the Coal 
it bakes and grows hard, and at length 
becomes very white Bread. This Bread mul: 
be eat very hot, for as ſoon as it cools Il 
loſes its Taſt, and turns dry and harſh, ſo 


that one is at no ſmall Trouble to chew 
„ II 
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This Bread will not keep but becomes 

mouldy in three or four Days, and is fir 

for nothing but to be thrown away. 38575 | 
The Caſſave is the Root of 'a Plant which P/ gti 

the Indians call Juca. It ſhoots out of the fl Cay 

Earth to the Height of a Man. Its Leaf 

is about as large as ones Hand, and ſome- 

what reſembles that of Hemp. The manner Som plan- 


of Planting it is by putting theſe Stalks into ed. 


little Hills rais'd at an equal Diſtance from 

each other, and plac'd in a Line as we plant 

our Vines in Europe. The Root only is va- % u 4 
luahle, and reſembles large Carrots red with 

out and white within. Fhey ſcrape them to 
make Bread, and afterwards pound thoſe 
Scrapings and put them into a Sort of Bag 

made of Palm-Leaves, which they twiſt ſound- 

ly to get out 'the Juice, as we do pounded 
Almonds to get the Milk. This Juice of the 
Caſſave is mortal, no Poiſon is more dange- Mortal 
rous or violent. A Glaſs of it will be ſure to Ten. 
kill a Man upon the Spot. What remains 
of the Caſſave after it has been well ſqueez d 

they make Bread of. They put it into an 
Earthen Platter of ſuch Bigneſs as they have 

a mind to give the Loaf, and the Paſte. 
ſoon grows hard being ſet near the Fire, 
after which they expoſe it likewiſe to the 

Sun. What is remarkable is that this Juice 

of Caſſave, which is naturally a dangerous 


| Poiſon, being boil'd ſometimes, and after- 


wards ſet in the Air for-certain Days, turns 
ſo mild that it changes into a pleaſant fort Render i 
of Honey, which the Indians make uſe of in fefe.. | 
their Ragouts. But what is yet more diſh» 
cult to believe ' unleſs one has ſeen it, is 
that this very ſame Honey being boil'd a+ 
gain and expos'd anew to the Air, turns 
| O 34 > 
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effeQually to Vinegar, which may be made 
uſe of without any manner of Danger. The 
Bread made of Caſſave will keep a Year and; 
more, -and may be- tranſported any where 
without fear of its Corrupting, It is, for 
this Reaſon reckon'd a good Proviſion, for 
Ships; but then it muſt be preſerv'd from 
all manner of Moiſture. It ſometimes. hap- 
pens that Caciques, and other conſiderable 
Men among the Jadians, being weary of 
living, murther themſelves in a Company by 
drinking the juice of this Plant. Before 
they proceed to drink they lay before theit 


Friends and Relations the Reaſons that in- 


duc'd them to ſo barbarous a Reſolpcion, 
and they commend- them for it, and to teſti· 


fy their Friendſhip for them take each a 


Glaſs of the ſame Juice and die with them, 
without its being in the Power of any Re- 
medy to afford them an Antidote. 


gerp pets One of the: fineſt. Ragouts among the In. 
bich tbe dians is made of certain Serpents of an Am: 


make Ra phibious Nature, for they are to be found 


* of- 


in the Water, on the Ground, or upon 
Trees. Their Figure has ſomething fright-; 
ful in it, | altho* they are not»laxger:, than 


Rabbets. They bave Lizard's Tails, There 
are of them white, red, and of other Co- 
lours. They have Prickles upon their Backs 
ſticking up like thaſe of certain Fiſh. Their 
Teeth are ſharp and pointed like Dog. 
Their Snouts are long with Whsikers. They 
are Dumb, for they are never heard to 


cry, nor ſo much as hiſs; which is the Pro- 
rty of other Serpents. They ſuffer them; 
elves to be taken and bound without do- 
ing any Miſchief. They can ſubſiſt fifteen, 


or A Days without eating or drinking. 


Their 
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Their Forefeet are long as ones Finger 
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with Birds Claws, which being ſoft 
are little capable of Graſping. Few People 
would have the Courage to eat of theſe 


Animals if they did but ſee them firſt, tho? 


to ſpeak Truth they have an excellent 


\Reliſh. It has been obſerv'd that the Fleſh + 


of theſe Creatures was very bad for ſuch as > 
have labour'd under the Venerial Diſeaſe, prey 
and altho' they have been cur'd for ſome Diſtemper 
time it renews their Diſtemper. C 

In the Iflands of Cuba, St. John, Jamaica 
and Hiſpaniola there were no Four-footed 
Beaſts before the Spaniards brought them 
thither, but now they abound in great Num- 
bers. There are in the Ifland of Cuba a Partridges 
fort of Partridges yery ſmall but which in- | 
finitely ſurpaſs in Favour ours of Europe. 
They are eaſie to be taken and may be made 
Tame in four Days. What is greatly to 
be wondred at, there are in this Iſland a 
fort of natural Bullets of a very hard ſmooth r 
Stone, and of divers ſizes which are found Bulzers, 
in a large Plain between two Mountains. 
Theſe Stones eaſily fit all Bores of Muskets 
and Cannons. They ſeem either a Mineral 
or a Flint. By digging a little you find as 
many as you pleaſe of them. There is ano» 
ther thing very remarkable in this Ifland, Bi 
and that is a fort of Bitumen, or ſuch like Feumen, 
Liquor which rouls down from a Mountain 
and is very proper to Tar Ships withall. 
This Tar, Pitch, or what you pleaſe, ſwims 
upon the Sea on that ſide where tbe Wind 
drives it or the Current carries it, and may 
be taken up in great Quantities. Quintus 
Curtius tells you Alexander the Great found in 
his Expedition to the Eaſt-Indies a large Ca- 

| O 4 verg 
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vern fill'd with Bitumen, and it may be twaz 

with this Pitch that the Walls of Bahln 
were cimented,. - + - n 

3 The Indians hunt wild Geeſe with a great dei 

Mamer of of Addreſs. Theſe Geeſe coming upon the 

pakingwild Lakes of the Ifland in vaſt Flights the N. 

Geeſe. tives put a great Number of 'Pitchers into 

the Water which ſwim on all Sides as the 

Wind drives them. This odd Sight at fir 

frightens the Geeſe, who immediatly fly 2. 

way, but at length, being us'd to it, return 

to the Lake. When they begin to be pretty 

Tame the Indians put their Heads up to the 

Shoulders into ſome of theſe Pitchers and 

ſwim towards that ſide where the wild Fowl are, 

when coming upon them unawares they pul 

- them by the Legs into the Water and drown! 

them. This done they ſtick them in ther 

- Girdles, and continue ſo to do till they hare 

a ſufficient Load, when they return to Laid 

again with what they have got. The Birds 

accuſtom'd to ſee theſe Pitchers are not 4- 

fraid of them and conſequently remain quiet 

upon the Water without perceiving the Snare. 

You muſt remember the Indians ſwim witi 

the ſame facility and ſwiftneſs that Fiſh do 

A particu» The Europeans arriving in theſe Iflands were 

lar Diſtem afflicted with an extraordinary Malady. A 

per. ſort of Animal much leſs than a Flea, bel 

” in the Soles of the Feet between the Ski 

and Fleſh. This rais'd a Bliſter which wa 

ſoon fill'd with Nitts and which being neg 

lected to be cleans'd the Bliſter encreas'd lt 

ſuch Manner that it became incurable au 

many have loſt the Uſe of their Fer 
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Of the moſt remarkable Things to be found 
tn on the Terra Firma of the New World. 


FTHE Indians of the Terra Firma are taller Indians of 

1 and better made than thoſe of the ite Ter- 

un WW iſlands, and there are ſome among them of“ * 

tj very good Miens. On the Coaſt of Panama 

the and other Coaſts the Sea decreaſes ſo pro- 

an digiouſly, that you loſe Sight of it without 

ae being able to diſcover whither it retires. 

It ſwells in Proportion when the Waters 

return to their Shores. What is incon- . 

ceivable is that in ſo ſhort a Space as 20 ginary 

ſmall Leagues, which there are only be- Flux and 

tween the North and South Seas, there Nux. 

ſhould be ſo great a Difference between 

the Flux and Reflux, that one would be 

tempted to imagine they were not the ſame 

Sea. 6 | | 

The Difference between the Lands and continue 

Poſſeſſions cauſe continual Wars among the Wars and 

Indians. They that have leaſt are continu- ve Nan 

ally endeavouring to diſpoſſeſs thoſe that Ti. 

have more. They make Slaves of all they 

become Maſters of, and ſet Seals upon their 

Chains, as moſt Perſons of Quality in Europe 

do their Coats of Arms on their Blacks Col- 

lars. Some Lords pull out one of the fore 

Teeth of their Slaves to diſtinguiſh them by | 

that Mark. The Canibals that inhabit along Cuſtoms of 

the Coaſt of Carthagena make no Slaves ze Canr 

they eat all they take both Men and Wo-*: 
men. They give Quarter neither to Stran- 

Al. FEY gers 
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| gers nor their Enemies. They preſerve ſome 
Women indeed. for their domeſtick Services 
and Children to make Solfjets of, but the 
greateſt Part they devour. They geld the 
Children of Foreigners to make them-groy 
fat and render them more delicious Food, 
as we do Capons in Ewope, That they tuay 
make them more frightful in War they are 
aA ccuſtom d to paint their Faces black zul 
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A They have among them certain Religions 
6 People whom they call Tequinas, and to whon 
they pay the greateſt Reſpect. Theſe Te 
gquinas conſult the Devil about all Affairs of 
State, as whether they ſhall go to Wat or 
not, and at what Time, to which, the Devil 
being an old Aſtrologer, often gives ſuch 
Anſwers as prove proper, which the Tequine 
immediatly make a Report of to the Pev- 
pule. The adians deceiv'd by theſe: Pre- 
dictions, ſee the Effect of all theſe Things 
that had been foretold them for à long 
while before they happen, which © enchues 


Zune, them eaſily to believe the reſt. There a6 


Fleſb ſacri- certain Provinces where human Fleſh of- 
fe dl. fer'd in Sacrifice to theſe Demons, but in 
ſiome they content themſelves to burn: Incenſe 
and ſweet Odours to them 

Religion © If it happens the - Succeſs does not 
of the In: anſwer the Predictions of the Tequina, he im. 
dians. pudently tells the People God has chang 
his Mind, and is not; aſnam'd to impoſe an 
poor Ignorants in the groſſeſt Manner. .They 
pay their principal Devotions to the Sun 
and Moon, but they likewiſe look upon theit 
Caciques as viſible Gods. They pay then 
all imaginable Reſpect and do them all the 
Service within their Power. When any G 
8 ciqu 
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ible to cure them. There are Diſtinctions 


of Voyaors md Travers: 
;;que comes to die, his chief Servants both 
Men and Women kill themſelves to accom- 
pany and ſerve him in the other World. 


r 


It is a common Error among theſe Wretches, 
that thoſe who make away with themſelves 
for the ſake of their Cacique go with them 


directly to Heaven, to do them the ſame 


Services they did when here upon Earth, 


whereas if they ſhould die natural Deaths, 
they think they ſhould not be fo certain 


of ſuch Happineſs. They believe alſo that 


the Souls of thoſe that have not the Cou-' 


rage to kill themſelves, die with their Bodies 
like thoſe of other Indians that have not the 


Honour to belong to the Caciques. Before they 
make away with themſelves, they have the 


precaution to bury in the Ground a certain 
Quantity of Mair and other Proviſions to 


ſubſiſt them in the other World, or to ſow. 
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ſome Grain if by chance they happen to. 


want Mai in that Country. 


Upon the Sea Coaſts the Indians compoſe ;x N 
a Poyſon of certain odoriferous Apples, AntS,poyſon 


Scorpions and other venemous Inſects poun- #heir-' Are. 


ded together, of all which they make a kind Lowa. 


of black Pitch with which they rub their. 
Arrows when they go out to fight. Thoſe: 


that are wounded with theſe Arrows imme- 


diately die mad. They throw themſelves 
on the Ground, bite their Fleſn, and 


tear it to Pieces, without its being poſ⸗ 


ind Degrees of Honour among the Indians 


as With us in Europe. Thoſe they call Ca- 


bras are a Sort of Knights, or Gentlemen. 


They merit that Title by having perform'd 
lome eminent Action in War, or by receiv- 


= . 


ing ſome honourable Wound, Theſe 4 
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They de- 


light much 


in Fiſh. 
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haye Command over the reſt; they have 
Lands and Women given them as a Re. 
ward; they are diſtinguiſh'd by the People: 
their Children ſucceed to their Honour and 
like them are oblig'd to go to the Wars: 
Their Wives over and above their com- 
mon Names, are ſtiPd Efpanes, which is as 
much as toi ſay Ladies, This is likewiſe the 
Title which the Caciques Ladies have. 

_ Fiſh js the common Food of the Indians, 
which makes them live upon the Sea Coaſts 
or the Banks of Rivers where they can fiſh 
commodiouſly. They prefer Fiſh to Fleſh 
and Veniſon. They nevertheleſs kill wild 


WildBoars Boars and Stags whoſe Fleſh they eat. They 


Torrid 
Tone ha- 
bitable.) 


Wives. 


being ſtrictly forbid them. The Eldeſt Male 


take them in Nets or kill them with Ar- 
rows or Clubs. They take off their Hair 
and Skins with ſharp Stones. They cut them 
into Quarters and roaſt them the ſame Day, 
for they would ſtink if they kept them any 
longer by reaſon of the Heat of the Climatt. 
The Ancients imagin'd the Torrid Zone was 
unhabitable, and that Men could not under- 
go the extream Heats that reign near the 
Equinoctial Line; but altho* the Earth be er- 
tream hot when one digs a little, „yet on the 
ſuperficies it is freſh and moiſt by Reaſon of 
the Rains that fall here continually, without 
mentioning the Torrents, Rivers, Fountalns 
and Marſhes wherewith this Country abounds. 
The Dews of the Night contribute like- 
wiſe towards tempering the Heats of the 


Day. | 


* 


The Caciques and Chief among the Iadiam 
take as many Wives as they pleaſe, but 
always of their own Nation, thoſe of other 
Countries, and that ſpeak another Language 


15 
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„is preſumptive Heir to his Father's Dominions: Heirs and 
By. default of Males the Daughters ſuccegd, Heireſſes. 
an become likewiſe Caciques after their Fa- 
{ ther's Death. They commonly Marry the 
noſt conſiderable of their Vaſlals. If the 
„ fideſt of the Children has Daughters only 
and no Sons, they ſhall not ſucceed but the 
Male Children of the ſecond Daughter. Per ſons 
| of a meaner Condition take only one Wife, Divorce, 
but they ſometimes - put her away to take 
another that they fancy more. This however 
ſeldom happens. The mutual Conſent of 
both Parties, ox of but one, ſuffices for a 
Divorce which is generally made uſe of when women of 
there are no. Children. Women of elevated Quality 
Conditions make nothing of deſpenſing their + 
favours liberally, giving for reaſon that ſuch 
as they ought never to refuſe any thing 
{ that is ask'd of them; but then they do 
J not proſtitute themſelves to poor Wretches, 
or ſuch as are below them. They look up- 
on all the Europeans as illuſtrious Perſonages 
WW #itho* they are not ignorant of the diffe- 
rent Degrees among us. They have ever 
2 great Regard and Reſpect for ſuch as have 
A ay Poſt or Command, and they always e- 
ſteem themſelves greatly for being be- 
lov'd by them. After they have once had 
any Commerce of this Kind with any Chri- Faithful 
ſtian, they obſerve the greateſt Fidelity to- io the Eu- 
WM ards bim, providing he does not ablent e Peans. 
| himſelf long from them, nor go a great 
way off. 

The Cacique that ſucceeds in the Govern- Honour. 
ment always buries honourably in his own bie Burial. 
8 Houſe all thoſe that had the Generoſity to 
f accompany his Father to the other World. 
ſt is a Cuſtom to bury with them great 
Quan- 


RA 
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| 4 are: Quantities of Gold and Pearls, together with 
such Inffruments as they made uſe of while 

alive, that they may likewiſe have them to uſe 

| them in the other World. When any ot 
. "goes about to prove to them the Ridich 
louſneſs of their Superſtitions, and thit 
= whatever they bury in the Ground does hyr 
| © _ _.. mould and rot there, they anſwer ſtupidh 
| ttkhat the Dead have occaſion for thoſe;thingy, 
and therefore they thought fit to furniſh 

them with them. All the Arguments n 

the World to diſſwade them from their Et. 

: rors ſignify nothing, they ſtill perſiſt in their 

Frizbifi' own Way. All the Figures they have of 
Figures of the Devil are frightful, with Horns and 
e Devil. Dragons Tails. They likewiſe believe that 
| the Devil is the Cauſe of the Hurricanes 
[ that waſte the Indies in a ſtrange Manner, 

for they overthrow entire Towns, pull down 
Popiſh xi: Vaſt Trees from the Mountains, and hurry 

\ tion, them away with ſuch Violence, that 10 
=_ Force is able to reſiſt it. 1t has been ob- 
x ſerv'd that in the Places where the Holy Se. 

| crament lies the Hurricanes have never come, 
x which may convert all thoſe that are doubt- 

ful of the Corporal Preſence. 

Ceremo- The Ceremonies the Indians obſerve at 
nies ar Ob. the Obſequies of their Cæciques are extraor- 
ſequiet.” dinary enough. They lay the Body upon 1 

large Board or Stone, about which the 

light Fires to heat the Carcaſs, till ſuch , 

Time as the Greace and Humours diſtil 

thro' the Pores and under the Nails, and 

the Fleſh is ſo dried that it cleaves to the 

Bones. When it is brought to this Pals, 
they place the Body in a ſeparate Appartment, 

where the Bodies of their Anceſtors all are, 

and which have been dried after the ſame 

| Mannet 
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Manner. Thus may be ſeen ät one View 


the whole Generation of +Caciques that have 
govern'd a State. If auy Cacigua happens to 


it is impoſſible to come at his (Body to de- 
poſit it among his Anceſtors, chen is a void 
Space left to preſerve the Memory of ſuch” 
Cacique, and his Children take Care to have 
ſuch: Verſes made as may deſcribe the Cauſe! 
ad Manner of his Death, wich are very? 
ſolemnly ſung upon ſuch Occaſion. Both 
Men and Wemen aſſemble together to re- 
cite theſe Verſes, preceded by one who ve- 
ty gravely leads up the Proceſſion. He re- 
peats with a low ing A well the others 


roar out, accomodating a well as may be 
their Steps to the Song. This Solemnity 7 
laſts four or five Hours, and ſometimes a 
whole Day. Whilſt they are ſinging, Care 
1s taken to give them Drink from Time to 
nome, which is a Sort of Wine delicious 
+ eaough, ſo that the Singers oftentimes be- 
0, Wome fuddl'd before they have done. They 
me, relate after what Manner all their Caciques 
ber: Nied and they intermix with their Relations 

z thouſand Extravagancies, ſuch as their Fan- 

es ſuggeſt to them. | p 


1 
hey Vater let them lie there 'till they grow 
uch elt and ſwell. Then they boil theſe Grains 


mth the Water, and after having let them 
ol for ſome time they take them off the 
re and ſet them by till next Morning. 
his Drink is in its Perfection the third or 
burth Day, but from the fifth it begins to 
urn ſower, for which reaſon they make on- 
1 a5 much as they can drink in three or 
inet four 


die in a Battel, either by Land or Sea, and 


Jo make the Wine they drink they take Rlaiz- 
rains of Maiz, and throwing them into wine. 
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four Days. It is much better than Cider o 
Beer, and tis what makes the Indians fat; 
and preſerves their Health. Moſt of the 
Hutts and Indian Huts are round and built like 3 
kurnimre. pavillion with à very hard ſort -6f Wood; 
They are hung all about with Cane Mats 
wove with certain Strings that hang from 
Trees which they render as flexible as they 
pleaſe. The Europeans add Balconies and o- 
ther Conventencies to theſe ' Houſes, and 
lodge very pleafantly and neatly. Theſe Hz 
bitations for the moſt part are in the Val. 
lies or along Rivers, where are to be found 
the greateſt Abundance of Proviſions. Their 
Beds are rais'd from the Ground about four 
or five Feet, the better to ſecare them from 
the Inſults of Beaſts and Inſects, and in cold 
Countries they have a Pan of Coles ſet under 

their Beds to warm them. 
Gree: The Indians of both Sexes are naturally 
Swimmers.great Swimmers; they are no ſooner born 
than thay are brought acquainted with the 
Water. Their Sculls are four times as thick 
Thick Sels gg larger than ours in Europe, ſo that when 
we attack them in Battel it is not theit 
Heads we muſt aim at. They are - Sword- 


Proof, and will ſoon break a Blade to pieces. 


When they find themfelves over-ſtock'd with 
Their man- Blood, they pierce the Veins of their Hands 
ner of ler- and Legs with the Point of a ſharp Stone, 
ting Blood: the Tooth of a Viper, or a ſort of Needle 


made of Cane. Iis rare to ſee any India 


have Beards, or Hair in any part of their 
Other Cu- Bodies. They are accuſtom'd to paint their 
Nome. Skins, and their Favourite-Colour is Black, 
but they lay none upon their Faces except 


it be on thoſe of Slaves which is a m—_ 


that diſtinguiſhes them from Free-Men. Be . 
N 1 


* 


of VOYAGES and TNAVEIS. 20 
fore they begin to fight they ſound a Charge 
with certain Horns which make a great 
Noiſe. They have likewiſe Drums which 
they ſtrike only on one Side like Tabres. 
They wear Plumes of Feathers of all Colours, 
which have a very agreeable Effet. They | 
have upon their Breaſts great Plates of Gold 
rather for Orndment than Defence. They 
wear likewiſe Bracelets, for altho' the In- 
dians are but very ill equip'd at other Times, 
they are reſolv'd to be magnificent in War: 
Theſe Bracelets are intermix'd with Gold 
and Pearl. They cover their Arms with | 
them from the Elbow to the Hand, and their 
Legs from their Knees to their Ancles. Wo- \ 
men are very curious about theſe Orna- g 
ments. They wear moreover Gold Rings 
in their Ears and Noſes, to the latter of 4 
which they hang large Pearls that bob againſt = 
their Lips. | 

The Male Indians cut their Hair, but the 
Female let it hang about their Shoulders: 
Theſe ſhave their Eyebrows with ſharp 
Stones. Thoſe that are moſt confidera- G 
ble ſet themſelves off with Necklaces | g 
made of Pieces of Gold faſten'd together | 
with Cotton Strings. Women of Faſhion . 
follow their Husbands to the Wars. When | | 
they happen to be Caciques or Governeſſes Female: 
of a Country, they command their Froops Generals. 
themſelves, and do the Office of a General. j 
„All Caciques whether Men or Women, have \ 
WM! elve of the Stouteſt and Strongeſt of their | 
ir Subjects to follow and carry them in Lit- 
„bers. When Two are weary another two 
„ eeliave them with ſo great Addreſs and 
1 Agility, that the Litter never ſtands till till 
„comes to its Journeys End. In this Man- 
re P ner 
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ner they will travel fifteen or twenty Leagues 
a Day, eſpecially it the Army march thro 
Plains: 
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The different Rinds of Animals to be 
found in the Indies. 


Indian Ti- HE Ancients affirm'd the Tigre was the 
gres, ſwifteſt of all. Terreſtrial Animals, he 
| has ſome Reſemblance with a Lion in his 


Red, which Spots begin to grow leſſer un- 

der his Belly and on his Legs. His Teeth 

and Claws are terrible, and his Wildnehfi 

equals that of the fierceſt Lion. He fre- 
quently devours the Indians and commits 

great Ravage in the Country, altho' he be 

not near ſo ſwift as Pliny makes him. To 

1 kill him the Indians go to the Woods with 
- ay their Bows and Arrows, and a little Dog 
who barks inceſſantly without daring to come 

near the Beaſt. The Tigre wearied with theſe 
inceſſant Barkings mounts a Tree, which the 
Archer perceiving he comes within 12 or 

15 Paces of him and ſhoots, retiring as ſoon as 

he has done. The Beaſt ſeeing himſelf wound- 

ed falls, and tears the Ground and the 


5 Is. 4 n 


ſelf about two or three Hours the Archer 
returns and finds him dead. Theſe Beaſts 
are likewiſe taken with Nets. 
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Head. His Skin is all over ſported with 


Trunk of the Tree, till having tormented him- 
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The Catamount ain reſembles a tame Cat Cam 
3s to Colour and Figure, but is much larger“. 
| than theſe Tigres we have been ſpeaking 
of, It is a very dangerous and exceeding 
ferce Beaſt, and the Europeans fear it more 
than any of the other Animals. There are 
3s many Lions on the Terra Firma of the Lions, 
Indies, as there are in Barbary. They are 
ſmaller and leſs fierce, which it may be 
is occaſion'd by the Mildneſs of the Cli- 
mate. They will run from you and do no 
Harm only to ſuch as attack them. The pears. 
Bears are ſo little to be feard that they 
Ire commonly haunted down and kilPd with 
Clubs. Theſe Bears have a wonderful Ad- Their ſub- 
dreſs at catching of Piſmires hid under 
W Hillocks of hard and impenetrable Earth. 
The Manner is thus. The great Heat of 
the Sun having made ſmall and inpercepta- 
ble Clefts in this Hillock, the Bear licks 
them with great Patience till ſuch time as 
he has made a Hole big enough to put his 
Tongue in. Theſe Inſects who love humi- 
dity, no ſooner perceive ſomewhat. moiſt but 
they come in Swarms and ſettle upon the 
Tongue, which when ſufficiently loaded the 
bear withdraws and ſwallows them all at 
pace; then he puts his Tongue in again and 
ontinues ſo doing till he has not left one 
nt in the Place. The Fleſh of wild Boars 17714- 
In the Indies has a very ill Taſt, but the Boars Fleſb 
tream Neceſſity the Europeans were reduc'd 
to, at their firſt landing oblig'd them to 
at of it notwithſtanding its ill Reliſh. 
There is a ſort of ſmall Lizard with four Sort of Li- 
ect very pleaſant to look upon. His Body 874. 
Ind Tail are of a Spotted Grey, and his 
belly White. This Animal reſembles a Horſe 
P'3 barb'd 
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batb'd and harneſe d. His Feet and Tail come 
from under theſe Barbs, as do likewiſe his 
Neck and Ears. He is very near as big az 
a Rabbet and lives under Ground in Hole, 
he has dug with his Claws. The Taſte of 
this Creature is admirable. He is commonly 
taken in Nets or ſhot with Arrows at ſuch 
Time eſpecially as the Stubble is burnt'jn 
x order to ſow the Ground. There is another 
a — A. very ſingular Sort of Animal on the Ter 
a Firma which the Spaniards call a Greyhound 
by way of Contrary, becauſe he will take 
up a whole Day to go but fifty Paces. His 
Body is about two Foot long with four Feet 
ſo very ſlender that they are hardly able to 
ſuſtain his Corps. He has looſe Claws ſome- 
what like thoſe of a Bird, and rather hides 
along upon his Belly than walks. He ſome- 
times climbs up Trees by the Help of his 
Talons. He has round and ſmall Eyes, 4 
Snout like that of a Cat, and a very ſmall 
Mouth. He ſings only a Nights, and pro- 
| nounces ſix Notes which he falls always by 
His muſi- equal Proportions, as if he ſung La, Sol, Fa, 
eal Notes. Mi, Re, Ut, his Tone is, Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ba, 
As the Lizard, we juſt now ſpoke of, ſome- 
what reſembles a barb'd Horſe, this Creature 
is a kind of Muſician. After having ſung 
his Gamrt, he lies ſtil] a while and then begins 
again. He is a Night Animal, and Friend 
to the Shades, for he never ſings a Days. 
Theſe Animals are often taken and carry'd to 
People's Houles, but it is impoſſible to con- 
quer their natural Dulneſs, either by me- 
nacing or pinching. If he can find any Tree 
he will get up into ir, and ſtay there for 
eighteen or twenty Days without any Bodies 


being able to gueſs what he feeds upon 
| unlels 
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unleſs it be Air, for he will be continually 
turning about, towards that Side whence the 
Wind comes. | 

There are a ſort of wild Cats without ert of 
Number in the Indies. Some of them will 1 Ct. 
imitate all they ſee done as Apes or Monkeys 
do. When they ſee Almonds crack'd with 
Stones, they will do the like. When they 
ſee any Body in the Woods, they break off 
large Branches and throw them down upon 
their Heads. If any one throws Stones at 
them, and the Stones happen to lodge in the 
Tree, they will take them and throw them 
with great Violence at them again. In like 
Manner, when any one wounds them with 
an Arrow, they will draw the Arrow out of 
their Bodies, and hurl it at the Archer. Some 
of theſe Animals are no larger than ones 
Hand, and ſome again as big as great Maſtiffs. | 
The Dogs in Hiſpaniola, eſpecially thoſe 298% 
the Canibals make uſe of, neither yelp, bark, 
nor make any Noiſe, tho' you ſhould almoſt 
kill them with beating. They are ſhap'd 
like Wolves, and are ſomewhat fiercer than 
our Europe an Dogs, nevertheleſs they are ve- 
ry friendly to thoſe that give them Meat 
and Drink. 

The Polecats in America, like ours in Polen. 
Europe, have perpetual War with the Poultry, 
and ſtrangle them wherever they catch them 
to ſuck their Blood. What is peculiar to 
the American Polecats is, that they carry their 
Young about with them wherever they go. 
They have a certain looſe Skin under their 
Bellies which they can fold into the Form 
of a Bag, and where they keep their Young 
commodiouſly, tho? they hunt about never 
10 much. From this Bag or Purſe the little 

in one 
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ones ſuck their Dams. They have Tails 
and Ears like a Mouſe, but much lon. 
ger. 

America produces all Sorts of Birds that 
we have, and many more, quite different from 
ours that we have not. That Sort cad 
Alcatraz's have Beaks two Handfuls long, 
very wide towards the Head, and growing 
narrower towards the Tip. This ſeems x 
Sea-Fowl, and has Legs much like to a Gooſe, 
On the Coaſts of Panama the South-Sea ebbz 
and flows above two Leagues from fix ty 
{Sx Hours, bringing along with it, when it 
comes in, a vaſt Quantity of Pilchard,, 
The Alcatraz's no ſooner ſee them, but they 
come 1n great Numbers and plunge into the 
Sea for theſe Fiſh which they live upon. | 
When the Sea retires, theſe Birds follow their Wl A 
Prey, but as they return they many times Wl #: 
meet with agother ſort of Birds that attack Wl ti 
them and force them to quit the Booty they have Ml ! 
got. This Combat is very diverting. When ! 

v 
{ 


Alcatraz- 
Birds. 


thus buſied, you may knock them down with 
Poles and fill your Canoes with them. They 
are fat and have an excellent Taſte. The WM ” 
Spaniards make Oyl of them to burn 2 il © 
Nights in their Lamps. 
ill en: The wild Hens are as large as Peacock; il * 
the Taſte of them is worth nothing, for | 
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they feed upon Ordure and dead Bodies of 

Men and Beaſts; but in Recompence there 

comes out of their Carcaſſes an Odour more 

agreeable than Musk. This Odour vaniſhes 
N as ſoon as they die. The Addreſs of a cet: 
= tain Sparrow is extraordinary in hindring th Wl 
wild Cats that climb from Tree to Tree, i 

from devouring his Young. He chooſes 3 
Tree for his Neſt ſeparate from all —_ 


2 PLIES 
4 & 2 => 2 8 


_— = 
Fu i 


iy 
— 


* * 
d = Ly 
2 : 3 - 


l * 
n 
/ 


ere 
"re 
hes 
er- 
the 
ee, 
5 4 
TS, 
h1s 


of VoYAGEs and TRAVELS. 

This Neſt is a Fathom deep, and hangs 
to a Branch very full of Thorns, to ren- 
der the approaching it more difficult. There 
is only one little Hole 1n it big enough for 
a Sparrow to go in and out at, ſo that when 
the wild Cats come to attack the Neſt, they 
can neither reach the Eggs nor the Young, 
the Neſt being ſo deep, that *twere impoſ- 
ſible for a Cat to get his Claw fo far. You 
muſt know likewiſe theſe Birds go in great 
Flights like Srerlings, and when they ſee the 
Cats coming, they will ſet up ſuch a Noiſe, 
as perfectly frights them, and obliges them 
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to retire. Sparrows of another Kind that Another 
love to he near the Water, make their Neſts Rind. 


on Branches of Trees that hang over it 
by which Means they think to drive 
away the wild Cats from hurting them, for 
as theſe Branches are weak and bending, 
they will not bear the Weight of a Car that 
ſhould come to eat their Eggs or their 
Young. *Tis thus that Animals the moſt 
weak and innocent guard themſelves againſt 
ſuch as are more ſtrong and ſubtle, thro* a 
natural Inſtin& given them by the Author 
of Nature. 


The Colours in Birds Feathers are much cours of 
finer and more luſtrous in America than Feathers, 


elſewhere, and nothing can be ſo pleaſant 
as to ſee ſo many that ſurpaſs the Beauty 


of Rubies and Emeralds. There is another g;zzy 
Sort ot Sparrow whoſe Body is no bigger Sparrows 


than the Top of ones great Finger, yet it 
flies ſo ſwiftly without moving its Wings, 
that in the Air you would take it for an 
Humble Bee. Their Beaks are ſharper and 
more pointed, if poſlible, than a Needle. 
When they ſee any one going up into the 

| P 4s Tree 
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Tree, where their Neſt is, they will attach 
him with ſuch Courage and Vigour, and 
give him ſo many Pecks in the Face, that 
he ſoon finds himſelf oblig'd to go donn 
again faſter than he came up. 

Vipers. The Terra Firma of Caſtilia d' Oro is very 
much infeſted with Vipers, who bite and kil 
many Jndians if they are not aſſiſted before 
the fourth Day. They raiſe themſelves in- 
to the Air to attack Paſſengers. When any 
one hurt by theſe Vipers is blooded, you get ng 

Blood from him but only à yellowiſh Wa. 
ter, and whatever Remedies you uſe, 50 
can never hinder that Perſon from dying, 
No Body is ſurpriz'd to ſee Serpents here 

Serpents. ſeven or eight Foot long, which appear in 
the Night like ſo many lighted Coals. It 
the Day Time they look red as Blood, but 
their Poyſon is leſs dangerous and ſubtil 
than that of the Vipers. You ſometimes find 
of them above twenty Foot long, and al- 
tho' they do no great-Harm, their horrid 

Figure frightens Travellers. | 

Sort of On the Shores you meet with a fort «f 

Crocodiles: Monſters nam'd Lizards only from their Fi: 
gures, but they are fourteen or fifteen Foot 
long, and as large as a Man's Thigh. Their 
upper Lip has divers Holes, thro' which you 
Jee their canine Teeth very ſharp, with great 
"Maſtocho's. This Animal is very fierce it 
the Water, and ſwims with great Swiftnel,, 
but at Land it is no leſs flow and heavy. 
You find them on the Sea Coaſts near the 
pilemboguing of Rivers. They have four 
Feet and exceeding hard Scales. Their 
Back-bone is full of Brizles, from Head to 
Tail. Their Skin is fo thick that neither 

Swords nor Lances can enter it, and the 
* art 
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of VOYAGES and TRAVELS. 
are only vulnerable under their Bellies where 


they are more ſoft and tender. They lay 


their Eggs in the Month of December, be- 
cauſe then the Rains are leſs frequent and 
the Rivers have done overflowing. They 
ſcrape a hole in the Sand on the Brink of 
the Water where they hide Three or Four 
Hundred Eggs, which the Sun only hatches 
by the Putrefaction, the Males and Fe- 
males having no more to do with it. 
As ſoon as the Young are hatch'd they go 
of themſelves and find out the Water 
where they get their Suhſiſtence. Some Coaſts 
abound ſo with theſe Animals, that you 
cannot look that Way without Horror. They 
go out of the Water in great Numbers to 
lleep upon the Sand, and return to itifo 
ſoon as ever they perceive any one coming. 
They always go ſtrait forwards ſo that if 
one were purſu'd by any of them one need 
only ſtep a little aſide to avoid them. 


When they run they carry their Tails curv'd 
upon their Backs like Cocks Feathers. Altho' 


their Legs are yery ſhort they do not crawl 
upon their Bellies but raiſe their Bodies 
from the Ground about half a Foot. Some 
have taken theſe Animals for perfect Croco- 
diles, altho? theſe laſt breath only at their 
Mouths, and move equally their two Jaw- 
Bones, whereas the others have not the fame 
Propriety. 'Tis dangerous to go near thoſe 
Places where they are, for they commonly 
devour Dogs, Cows, Horſes and even Men. 
You ſometimes find in one of their Bellies, 
Flints enough to fill two large Paniers. 
They are to be taken with lron Hooks 
or elle ſhot while they are in the Wa- 
ter. They that have eat of them ſay _—_ 
c 
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Fleſh is pretty well taſted. As for their 
Eggs they are eaten without Fear in ſeveral 
ſorts of Sauces, and are fold in the Market 

like Geeſe or Pullets Eggs. 
Tee 5pi- Spiders here become as large as Sparrows; 
| ders. upon opening them you find their Bodies 
| full of thoſe Threads wherewith they make 
their Webs. You have on the Terra Firma 

Land- great Numbers of Crabs, as in Europe on 
Crabs The Shores. Without their Relief Tra- 

vellers would oftentimes periſh with Hun- 
ger. You ſee them come out of cer- 
tain Holes and take them eaſily becauſe 
they go but flowly. *Tis to be fear'd thoſe 
Cravs eat ſomewhat that is venemous becauſe 
ſometimes People die inſtantly that have fed 
on them. The Canibals make uſe of them 
as one Ingredient in their Venom wherewith 
they poiſon their Arrows, for which Reaſon 
the Europeans dare not touch them when they 
ſee them near a ſort of Trees that bear 
venomous Apples. 

Indian The Indian Fruits have much more ex- 
Fruit. quiſite Taſtes than ours of Europe by reaſon 
of the Difference of Climate and the Aſpec 
of the Sun. That which they term Mamei 
is as large as two of our Bon-Chretien Pears. It is 
divided into three Parts by a ſmall inward 
Film. Its Kernel 1s in the Middle and re- 
ſembles a blanch'd Cheſwur ; but it is as 
bitter as Gall, tho' the Fruit be ſo very 
agreeable. This Fruit taſts ſomewhat like 
a Peach, and has a very odoriferous Flavour. 
The Guanabano is a great Tree whoſe Bran- 
ches are ſtreight; it bears a Fruit like 4 
Melon and its Rind is wrought, as it were, with 
a great many Scales. It is alſo of the Thick- 
n ſs of the Rind of a Melon; the inſide 9 
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Fruit is a ſort of Paſte incloſing a delicious 
Liquor. There are likewiſe ſeveral Seeds 
larger than thoſe of Caſſia and of the ſame 
Colour. Theſe Fruits weigh at leaſt two 
or three Pounds each, and never hurt the 
Stomack tho' you eat never ſo much of 
them. 

The Coco-Trees reſemble thoſe Palms that Coco- 
bear Dates, if we have regard to their Size Cees. 
or the Shape of their Leaves, but the Coco 
Leaves grow out of the Trunk of the Tree 
like the Fingers of ones Hand. This Tree 
riſes to a great Height and great Numbers 
of them are to be met with on the Coaſts 
of the South Sea; their Fruit is ty'd to the 

Body of the Tree wrap'd up in a certain 
Rind or Flax whereof the Indians make 
very fine Cloth, of three or four ſorts, and 
Sails for Ships ; nevertheleſs they ſomewhat 
Deſpiſe this Cloth, becauſe they have great 
Quantities of exceeding fine Cotton. There 
is within the Coco a ſort of white Pulp of 
the taſte of Almonds, and when you pierce 
it with a Bodkin there comes out a large 
Glaſs full of a very luſcious Liquor, in a 
Manner that this Fruit affords you both 
Meat and Drink. The Europeans make Cakes 
of this Milky Liquor mix'd with Mazz- 
Flower, which nouriſhes extreamly, and fat- 
tens like the Juices of the beſt Meat. They 
which have try'd it ſay the Strangury is to 
be cur'd by drinking out of theſe Coco-ſhells 
which makes you piſs freely and diſſolves, 
or makes the Stones pals. 

In the Iſlands of Hiſpaniola, Cuba, Jamaica pjp 
and San Domingo, Palm Trees are to be met Palms. 
with of all kinds, and among others ſome 
that are black, whereof the Indians _— 
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ſuch excellent tough and hard Arrows that 
they will pierce thro' a Man Target and 

all. They likewiſe make Lances, Pikes and 
Clubs of them for the Wars. The Woods 


ildVines here abound with wild Vines, which bear 


excellent Grapes much larger and better 
taſted than ours of Europe, and if they were but 
cultivated and tranſplanted, no doubt but 


Figs they would be yet finer. The Figs are as 


large as Melons and they are eaten the ſame 
Way by cutting Slices out of them long-ways, 
They are cover'd with a Down like to that 
on Quinces. The Indian Pear Trees grow 
Te very large and have Leaves like Laurels but 


Greener. Their Fruit ſometimes weighs a | 


Pound ; the -Kernels reſemble blanch'd Al- 

monds and are very bitter, they are inclosd 

in a very looſe Film, between which and 

the firſt Skin there is a Liquor of ſurpri- 

ſing Taſte and Flavour. All theſe Fruits, as 

fine as they are, Nature preſents them with, 

for they grow without any Manner of cul- 
tivating. — 

Guaican, The Tree which the Izdians call Guaican 

(with us Guaicum) is good to cure Ve- 

Riſe and nerial Diſtempers, which are as common in the 

Progreſs Indies as with us in Europe, but much leſs 

* dangerous by Reaſon of the Goodneſs of the 

Air which purifies the Blood. The Rind of 

this Tree is all over ſpotted with green. 

They raſp it and boil it in a certain Quan; 

tity of Water, which becomes a Drink to 

be drank ſeveral Times a Day, obſerving 2 

ſtrict Diet. Venerial Diſtempers were never 

heard of in Spain before the Diſcoveries made 

by Chriſtopher Columbus, who *tis probable, 

brought them with him from the Indies, and 

ſo they ſpread over other Parts of Fat 
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Tricks with the Europeans, by mixing ſcented 
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In the Vear 1495, when the great Captain 
Gonſalvo of Cordoua went into Italy to aſſiſt 
Ferdinand King, of Naples againſt the French 
King Charles VIII. divers . Spaniards of his 
Army being infected with this Diſtemper, 
communicated it to the Neapolit ans, where 
they have eſtabliſh'd themſelves ever ſince. 

Now . becauſe ſeveral French continu'd for a 

Seaſon in Jtaly, the Italians call'd it the French 
Diſeaſe, and the French the Diſeaſe of Naples, 
becauſe France never knew 1t before the 

War of Naples, from whence it diſpers'd it FE 
ſelf into other Countries of Europe. It is 

rare to have any thing ta do with any In- 

dian Woman without getting it, but tho” it 

be eaſily got it is likewiſe as eaſily curd. 

The Fruit of the Tree which the Indians Xaguas 
call Xagua reſembles a Poppy, and affords a 
clear Liquor in ſuch Abundance, that the 
Iſlanders waſh their Legs and Bodies with it. 

It dyes a jet Black which can hardly be waſh'd 
away. The Soldiers ſtain their Faces with it 
before they go to Battel, to render themſelves 
more terrible. The Natives ſometimes play 


Waters with this Liquor, with which if they 
do but waſh their Faces, they are ſurpriz'd 
to find them turn'd black in a Moment, in 
ſuch Manner, that all the Water in the Sea 
would not be able to waſh it out preſently, 
and tho' they ſhould fley their Skins they 
could not hardly get rid of it immediately; 
Time only can ſuffice to get away thoſe 


Stains. 

"Phe Venomous Apples which the Canibals renamous 

compoſe their Poyſons of to envenom their Ae 

Arrows, reſemble in Figure and Colour 4 

Musk Pears. They are ſpeckl'd with red and 4 
have 
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have a moſt odoriferous Flavour. Theſe 
Trees grow on the Sea Side, upon the ye. 


ry Brink of the Water, and all that fee the 
fine Colours of their Fruit are deſirous to 


\ taſte of them. Their Juice mix'd with a 


ſort of Piſmires and Vipers pounded together, 
compoſes a Poyſon that is incurable. The 
beſt Remedy for it is to waſh ſpeedily and 


frequently in the Sea, but of fifty hardly 


three will recover. If one chances to tall 
aſleep under the Shade of one of theſe Trees, 
ones Head and Body will immediatly ſwell, 
but one drop of Dew from it will put out 
ones Eyes, nay, they will inſtantly burſt, ſo 
great is the Force of this Poyſon. The Num- 
ber of theſe Trees is almoſt innumerable, 
and when any of its Wood 1s thrown into 
the Fire it will ſtink prodigiouſly, and cauſe 
a Head-Ach that is inſupportable. 


Very large Upon the Borders of the River Cuti, near 


Trees. 


Odd 


Way 


the City of Darien, there are Trees ſo ex- 
ceſſively large that Canoes of one Piece are 
made out of their Tronks, which are able 
to carry at leaſt 130 Perſons and Room left 
to paſs to and fro. They have two Sails 
made of Cotton; you ſee ſometimes of theſe 
Trees that have three Roots rais'd above 
Ground triangularly, and ſo high, that a 
Chariot may paſs under them. At the Height 
of a Pike they reunite into one Tronk which 
rifes higher than any Tower in Europe be⸗ 
fore it ſhoots forth any Branches. 

The Indians have a new, and altogether 


of irikingunknown Way to us, to ſtrike Fire. They 


Fire, 


take a ſmall Stick of very hard Wood made 
round and ſmooth, and of about eight Inches 
long, and the Thickneſs of ones little Fin- 
ger. This done, they tie two little _ of 
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Wood together and lay them upon the 
Ground. When they have a Mind to get 

Fire, they put this Stick between the two 

others which they move along very ſwiftly 

till ſuch time as the Fire comes. 

You ſee ſometimes in Europe rotten Wood ſhining 
that will ſhine a Nights; in like manner 94 
they have in the Indies a ſort of Wood that = 
will ſhine like Fire. The Europeans make l 
uſe of it to light them thro' unknown 
Countries, or when they have a Mind to 
go and ſurpriſe their Enemies by Night. They 
make ſome of the Indians who know the 
Roads, march before them and they faſten 
to their Shoulders ſome of this Wood which 
ſhines like ſo many Stars, and ſerves to 
guide the Army along, but as this Light 
does not. dart its Rays far, the Enemy 
can never come by that Means to know of 
- Weicir March. | 
; Pliny the Philoſopher in his Natural Hiſtory, Moſt Trees 
- nakes mention of ſome Trees that are 4 
Naas green in every Seaſon, viz. the Laurel“, 
aar, Olive, and the Orange-Tree: But we 
ray ſay in general all the Trees in the 
, Indies, except that which bears Caſſia, keep 
e their Leaves and their Verdure the whole 
Lear round: Moreover, thoſe Trees which 
. In Europe ſhed their Leaves in Wrnter, after 
being tranſplanted into the Indies rake the 
Nature and Qualities of the Trees of that 
Country, and like them always continue 
green. 

The Terra Firma produces à great many e. 
e Wits of Canes which the People of the Coun- 

s Wy make uſe of for covering their Houſes, 
„ Jud making Hangings or Mats for their 
F Nooms: There are ſome as thick as the Leg | 
| ; ot L 
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of an ordinary Man, and each Pipe from om . 
Joint to another, contains a Pint of Liquor, I p. 
The Indians make Quivers of theſe Cane; T 
to carry their Arrows in; there are others 
that lie twining round the Bodies of Trees and 
ſhoot up as high as the Tops of them. Theſe 
Pipes are full of a very clear Liquor that 
never ſtinks nor does any manner of Harm: 
This Liquor has often ſav'd the Chriſtians 
Lives, in their travelling thro' dry and de- 
ſart Countries where they certainly would 
have periſh'd with Thirſt, had it not been 
for this Supply: They cut theſe Canes, and 
carry with them as many as poſlibly they 
can, to ſecure themſelves from the incon- 
veniency of Thirſt in thoſe hot Countries 

where they can find no Water. 
Melons, The Melons in the Indies grow to a pro- 
| digious Size ſo that a Man has much ado 
to carry one of them on his Shoulders ; the 
Subſtance-of them is white, but of an ex- 
1,;cellent Taſte : One of the moſt uſeful Plants 
fer- Plant. of the New World is that whoſe Leaves are 
as it were ſo many Plaiſters which being 
apply'd to a broken Leg or Arm cements 
them together again, and in leſs than a 
Fortnigbt perfectly cures chem. This Leal 
ſticks ſo cloſe to the Part, till the Opera: 
tion is perform'd, that one cannot pull it 
off; but when the Cure is effected it fal) 

off of courſe. 

The Tu- The Tunas is a wild Plant that bears 4 
nas. Fruit much like a Fig, of a reddiſh ſubſtan 
in the inſide, and of a wonderful Taſte at 
ter eating one or two of them the Wat 
that one makes is as red as Blood, which 
is very ſurpriſing ar firſt, and makes one 
think that one is in danger of loſing one 
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te, fo that the Imagination very often 
roduces a real Diſeaſe in timorous Perſons: _ 
The Leaves of the Bihaos not only ſerve Bibaos. 
for covering of Houſes, but are alſo fo 

very large 4s to be made uſe of inſtead of 
Unbrello's when it Rains: The Indians make 

many of them which keep the Water from 
faking in, when they ſwim over a River. The 


Branches of this Tree being bruis'd with 
WW the Leaves ſerve alſo for Salt in defarr 
4 Countries, where they can find nothing to 
eat. The Root of this Plant is likewiſe made 
(WY ufc of for Food. They ſtrip its Rind off; 
and in the Infide find a Pith much like 


that of Elder or a Bulruſh. fy Tadians are 
well skil'd in the Properties of the Barks. „ -; 
and Leaves of certain Trees, which they — 
o- make uſe of in dying their Callicoes of all dying. 
do WF forts of Colours, viz. red, black, yellow, 
the WI green, and blew. Theſe Colours are fo ex- 
en- treamly fine and lively, that they ſcarce 
nts erer wear out, even after they have been 
are I waſh'd. But what ſeems yet more wonderful is, 
100 that all are dy'd in the ſame Fatt without 
nts changing any thing in it; which perhaps 
may ariſe from the Diſpoſition of the Co- 
en lours that they give to whatever they have 
erg, 2a Mind to dye, let it be Thread or Lin- 
inen. "I 
fall After having ſpoken of thoſe things that Inſects. 
are moſt curious and conſiderable, it will 
not be improper to ſay ſomething of Viſects 
ſince Nature has in them made her Wiſdom 
appear as viſible as in the greateſt Animals. 
Thoſe that the Indians call Garapates are ſcarce gara- 
diſcernable to the Eye however they are pates. 
not leſs troubleſome, tor they ſting the Legs 
very ſeverely, and ſtick ſo cloſe to them, 
| that 
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that *tis impoſſible to pull them from thence 
without rubbing them over with Oyl: The 
Indians ſcrape their Legs with ſomething that's 
very ſharp, which puts them to a great deal 

Strange Of Pain. Certain Creatures that are bred 

Property of in the Hair, as Lice and Fleas, die imme- 

fome In- diatly upon paſſing the Line, and never en- 

ſetts. gender in the Indies, but ſo ſoon as eve' 
one returns to Europe, upon the Change of 
Climate they revive again unleſs one ſhifts 
ones ſelf twice or thrice a Day. By Prac- 
tice there is an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom among 
Trucking of the Indians, of trucking their Wives as they 
Wives do other Commodities; but what one can 
hardly believe is, that the Old ones bear 2 
Sat. higher Price than the Young ones. Salt is 
alſo a Commodity for which they barter 
Gold, pretious Stones, Cotton, and whatever 
elſe they have of greateſt Value: They make 
it of Sea-Water, and it is whiter and of a 

Indians ſharper Taſte than the beſt Salt in Europe. 

great Bar. The Indians are the greateſt Barterers in the 

zerers, World, they go all over the Terra Firma, 
or along the Coaſts in their Cauoes carrying 
their Commodities with them, which they 
exchange for others, having not yet learn'd 
the Uſe of Money. | 

TheirMay. They that apply themſelves to ſearch for 

ner of dig-Gold in the Earth, firſt take care to have 

ging for the Place where they intend to dig, very 


Gold, well clean'd, then having made a Pit of 


eight or ten Foot in Length and Breadth, 
they hollow it about eight or ten Inches 
deep, and take the Earth that they dig 
thence and waſh it; if they find any Gold 
there they proceed, and continue digging) 
but if they meet with none, they go and 


dig in another Place, till they find the Live- 


Stone. 
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Fones. When they have once diſcover'd f waſting 
the Gold-Mine they fill great Baskets with“ 


the Earth that they have dig'd out of it, and 


then go to the next Brook and waſh ir 

to ſeparate the Gold from ity which remains 

at the Bottom of the Basket, after all the 

Farth is carry'd off by the Water: This 

Employment generally fails to the Womens 

Lot who putting themſelves up to the 

3 of their Legs in the Water keep 

haking the Basket, till all the Earth is n 2 

d away. If the Gold-Mine is in ſome ano 

Brook or River, they are forc'd to turn the &vers&c. 

Courſe of the Water. When it is dry at. the 

Bottom, they diligently ſearch every Hole 

and Cranny of the Stones, for there the Gold 

that is brought down by the Stream, lodges 

it ſelf. We muſt obſerve the beſt Gold grows where iris 

upon the Tops of Mountains whence it is bet. 

carry'd down by the Violence of the Tor- 

rent, not but that they alſo find ſome Gold- 

Mines in the Plains and Fields far enough 

off from the Mountains. Gold purifies and 

refines in Proportion to the Diſtance of the 

Place of its Growth, where it 1s always much 

coarſer, and not. ſo valuable by a Carat. Some- 

times they alſo find very large Grains of 

Gold upon the Surface of the Earth: The 

greateſt that ever has been yet found weigh'd 

three thouſand two hundred Spaniſh Piſtoles, 

which at that Time were worth four thou- 

land, one hundred, thirty eight Ducats of 

Gold. There have been ſome found that have 

weigh'd two and thirty Pounds, allowing ſix- 

teen Ounces to every Pound, which makes 

fixty four Marks of Gold: The Indians have 4 

an Herb that adds a great Luſtre to the 14. 

natural Colour of Gold, ſo thit what they tens irs 
22 touch Luſtre: 
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touch with it tho' Gold of the leaſt Value 
ſhines as bright as if it had been the bel 
If the Gilders of Europe knew but this $4 
cret, they would grow rich in a very ſhort 

: + * a 
Fiſh. If the Fruit of the Indies have an excellent 
Taſte, the Fiſh alſo may boaſt of the ſame 
Sortof Property: Amongſt the reſt there is a for 
Pilchard. of Pilchard with a red Tail, that is delicion 
Turbots. Food: The Indian Turbots are of a prod. 
 ____ glous Bipneſs : Towards the Iſle of Cuba there 
Tortoiſes. are ſomeTortoiſes that weigh ſo very heavy, that 
they require the Strength of fifteen Mea 
to pull them out of the Water; they lay 
their Eggs upon the Shore, where in 1 
Morning one may ſee them ſometimes feed. 
ing and crawling about. As ſoon as the J. 
dians have found the Prints of their Clays 
upon» the Sand, they follow them by the 
Track, and having overtaken them, which 
is no difficult Matter by Reaſon of ther 
flow Motion, they thruſt a great Stick under 
their Bellies, and ſo turning them on thelr 
Backs leave them in that Poſture, unable to 


ſtir or move out of it, to ſearch for others 


By this Method they are able to catch 1 
great Number of them in a little Time 


Their Fleſh is a very wholeſome, as well a 


a very excellent ſort of Food. The Fill 
Manar. the Indians call Manati, is about ten d 
twelve Foot long, and five Broad; it has! 
very thick Head like that of an Ox, al 
its Fins are like a Man's Arms: Tho this 
Fiſh ſeems to be of the Monſter-kind, ye 
the Meat of it is {weet enough; it comes 
very near the Banks of the River to feel 
upon the Graſs; the Indians kill it witi 
their Arrows, either from the River der 
0 


WW {ome Lands very barren and unfruitful, fo gærren 


ef VoyY AGES and TRAVELS. 


oat of their Canoes. Theſe Fiſh ſwim cloſe 

to the Surface of the Water, ſo that there 

is no great Trouble to pull them out, but 
there's no carrying them off without a Wag- 
gon with two Oxen. This Fiſh is eſteem'd = 
above the reſt, on account of its Taſte, 
which is the neareſt of any to that of the 
Fleſh of Beaſts, ſo that when it is pull'd to 
Pieces, one may be deceiv'd, and take it for 

an Ox cut out into joints: The Fleſh of it is 

25 good as the fatteſt Veal, and keeps a long 
while in Salt. In its Head is a Stone to be 
found, which being clean'd, pounded and 
taken ia the Morning in a Glaſs of Wine, 
caſes the Pain of the Gravel. 

The Vitruella is a Fiſh as large as the Ma- Viruella. 
nati; he wears in the Middle of his Fore- 
head a long Sword, ſet on two Sides with 
very ſharp Teeth: This Sword is extream 
hard, and about fifteen or twenty Inches 
long, in Proportion to the Size of the Crea- 
ture, far there are fome of them as ſmall as 
Pilchards, and others again fo very large, 
that two Yoke of Oxen can hardly draw 
them from the Rivers Side. As there are 


are there alſo ſome Seas where one may Seas. 

fail a hundred Leagues or two without find- 

ing a Fiſh. 

In, certain Parts of the Ocean there are xhingriſh, 

flying Fiſh, which riſing in great Shoals a- 

bore Water, afford the moſt agreeable Sight 

that can be; ſometimes they fly about an 

hundred Yards from the Place where they firſt 

appear'd, and often tumble in vaſt Quan- 

hies into the Ships. Theſe Fiſh have two 

Tings near their Jaw Bones, as long as 

their whole Bodies: When they begin to 
XL 3 3 bs g 
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be a little dried in the Air, they plunge 3. 
gain into the Water to wet their Wings, 
The Birds of Prey are very expert -at catch- 
ing them when they mount up into the Air, 
which affords a great deal of Diverſion, for 
if they attempt to dive beneath the Water, 
they are purſu'd by ſome other Fiſh that 
ſwimming cloſe; to the Surface, eaſily devour 
them, ſo that they know not which Element 
to make Choice of to ſave themſelves in. 
2 The Indians when they fiſh for Pearl, go 
ing, down to the Bottom of the Sea, and ha- 
17% ving a Sack tied about their Necks, fill-it 
with what Shells they can lay their Hands 
on; when they want-to take Breath they 
come up into their Barks, and emptying 
their Bags, go down to the Bottom of the 
Water again to pick up more Shells. Ha- 
ving open'd them, they find four - or five 
Pearls, little and great in every Shell, and 
a vaſt Quantity of ſmall Grains, that are 
SeedPearl.the Seeds of Pearl: Sometimes the Fiſh of 
© ** theſe Pearls ſerve them for Food, but gene- 
rally they throw them away, being quite 


them as they do: In thoſe Places where 
Way of fix. the Water is very deep, it bears up the 
ing thcir Swimmers ſo ſtrongly that they have much 
Footirg. ado to get a ſteddy Footing at the Bottom. 
To remedy this Inconveniency, they the 
two great Stones about their Middles, which 
hanging on each Side make them heavier, 
and keep them, as it were, in a Ballance: 
The Indians are excellent Swimmers, but 
What one can hardly believe without having 
ſeen it is, that they can ſtay under Water 
a quarter or half an Hour, without fetching 
Breath. Another thing very , 
. . . L | 1 1 | 


glutted with cating ſo great a Quantity of 
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a (ble is, that they may have fiſh'd in one 

„place ſo long as not to leave a Shell there, 

b. yet upon their return to the ſame Place in 

Ir, a little Time after, they find the ſame Quan- 

or Wl tity of Shells they met before, which being 

Tr, driven by the Winds, are heap'd together 

a on the Coaſts: Some have been of Opinion 

ur that theſe Fiſh have the Power of moving 

nt i themſelves up and down, as well as others 
have: There was once a Pearl found that 77 large 

20 WF weigh'd one and thirty Carats, and another es 

a- twenty fix, which perhaps are the fineſt 

oF that ever were brought into Europe. 

(s Before we finiſh this Extract, we muſt | 

Wh ſpeak ſomething of that wonderful Bridge, 4 wonder- 

vs WF form'd by the Hands of Nature, about four ful Bridge» 

he Leagues diſtant from the Port of Panama. 

4- The Breadth of this Bridge is fifteen Foot, 

ve and the Length ſeventy or eighty. The Arch 

id WF in the Middle conſiſts of a great Stone, 

re cut into the Form of a Bow by Nature: 

of W All that have ſeen this Work cannot ſuf- 

e. ficiently admire the Wiſdom of the Cre- 

te ator, who has been pleas'd to make fo eaſy 

on KF Paſlage over a River, which by the Indi- 

re ans is nam'd Chagre. Tis from the Coun- 

he tries that lye round about this River, that 

no all forts of Drugs, Spices, and other »,,,,, 


n. rich Commodities are brought into Europe, gpices.&c, 
8 which for ſo many Ages lay conceal'd and 


uſeleſs, and that never were diſcover'd but 
7, ſince Columbus's Voyages thither, and thoſe 
other Perſons whom God had made Choice 
of to introduce the preaching of the Goſpel, 
18 and the Chriſtian Faith into thoſe vaſt 
er Countries. | 
18 This Abſtract is taken from the Summary 
, of Gonzalez d Oviedo Comptroler General . 
6 | | the 
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When this the Weſt Indies, who was an Eye-Witneſ of 
Extract 

was taken. 


all he has left behind him in Writing: He 
was a Perſon bred up to Letters, and 
from his Youth had beſtow'd a great deal 
of Pains upon Hiſtory. The King of Spain 
choſe him to be the Intendant, or Inſpector Gene. 
ral of Trade in the New World. He made ſeye- 
ral Voyages from Spain to the Indies, and 
from the Indies to Spain, to inform the Em- 
peror Charles V. of the Diſcoveries and Afﬀairs 
of the New World: This Abſtract was read 
over before his Majeſty, in the Preſence of ſe- 


Veral Perſons who went the ſame Voyage, 


and who would have contradicted him if he 
had endeavour'd to have impos'd on his 
Majeſty ; ſo that it muſt needs merit all the 
Credit ought to be given to a Man of Ho- 
nour and Learning, who was an Eye-Witneſs 
of what he gave an Account of to fo preat 
a Monarch. ann | 
As we have already, for the ſake of the 
Learned, fer down the Names and Works of 
a great many Authors that have treated of 
the Affairs of the Indies, fo we ſhall continue 
the fame Method of giving a ſhort Cutt- 
logue of them, that thoſe who have the Cu- 
rioſity of being more thorowly inftrudted 
in the Hiffory of the New World, may con- 
ſult the Originals, and fee every thing in 
its fall Extent. i "OT FL 

A Treatiſe to prove the Sovereign Power 
of the Kings of Ca{ile over the Indians: 
Printed in Quarto, in 1553. | 
Doctor Juan Gines de Sepulveda, a Spaniſ 
Canon very famous in Europe, has written two 
Treatiſes intitl'd, Democrates of the Ages. 
ment of Mar with the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the juſt Motives of the War with the Indians: 
Printed in Octavo, in 1555. | Fr 
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Fr. Franciſco de Vittoria, a Dominican has 
written two Accounts of the Indies upon the 
juſt Cauſes of the War againſt the Infidels 
theſe Accounts are to be found among ſt the 
Theological Works of this Author printed 
ia Oftavo in the Year 1586. 6 

Fr. Bernardin de Arevalo a Franciſcan, has 
left us the Juſtification of the Conqueſt of 
the Indies: I believe this Book is but in Octavo, 


| for there is no printed Copy to be found of it. 
Fr. Vincencio Palavicino, of the Right of 


making War againſt the Infidels, and of the 
Inſtitution of a good Government, two Vo- 
lumes in Lutine; the Royal Council of Spain 
has given Orders for receiving theſe Books. 

Don Bernardo de Vargas Machucha wrote a 
Defence of the Conqueſt of the Indies; Fryar 
Antonio de Remeſal ſays the Reaſon of this 
Book's not being printed in Octavo, was its 
being, againſt the Biſhop of Chiappa. 

Dr. Juan de Solorzano Bereyra Treaſurer of 
the ſoveraign Council of theſndies, has compos'd 
a learned Treatiſe of the Affairs of the dies and of 


e Right that the Spaniards had to conquer and 


keep them: Printed in Latine, in Folio, in the y ear 
1629. The ſame Author has printed a learned 
Memorial or Diſcourſe, containing the Me- 
thod that ought to be obſerv'd by the Royal 
Council of the Indies in their publick Acts: 
Printed in Folio in the Year 1629. 

Don Pedro Martyr d' Angleria, who was one 
of the Royal Council of the Indies, has compo- 
ſed eight Decades in Latine, of which only the 
three firſt are in Print. A ſecond Edition of 
them in Octave, in the Year 1536 is to be 
had, of which the Abbot Trithemius takes no 
Notice. They were all printed in Folio, in 
1536, this Impreſſion is much better than that 
In 1587. R | The 


2. 


The General. HISTORY: © 


The Hiſtory of the Meſt-Indies taken from 
the Memoires of Don Pedro Martyr: Printed 
in Italian in Quarto, in the Year 1534. Tis to 
be met with in the Duke of Seſa's Library, 
Of the Iflands newly diſcover'd, of their In- 
habitants and their Cuſtoms in Latine: This 
Treatiſe it ſeems, is a Sequel of the Decade; 
of the Year 1587. | | 

Doctor Pedro Savorgnano inſerted this laſt 
Treatiſe, among his Lative Works, with three 
of Ferdinando Cortez's Letters, printed in Folio, 
in the Year 1532. | 

Giovanni Battiſta Ramuſio has made an A: 
bridgement of theſe Decades in Italian, and 
inſerted them in his third Tome 

Tuan Paul Martirizo deſcended from Don 
Pedro Martyr, known by the Works he has 


printed, has tranſlated his Great Grand-Fa- 


ther's Decades into the Caſtilian Language. 

Gonzalez, Fernandez, d Oviedo has compil'd a 
general Hiſtory of the Indies in fifty Books. The 
Grit Tome printed in Folio, in the Year 1547, 
contains nineteen of them, with eight Books of 
Misfortunes and Shipwrecks : Giovanni Battiſta 
Ramuſio has tranſlated this Tome into Jralzan, 
and placed It in his third Volume with the 
Books of Shipwrecks, which makes the twen- 
tieth of his Hiſtory. 

John Opoleur has tranſlated the ſix firſt Books 
into French: Printed in Folio, in 1556. 

Diego de la Tobilla wrote a Treatiſe call'd 
La Barica, Tisa Hiſtory of the Terra firma 
of the Indies: Antonio de Herrera had a Ma- 
nuſcript of it, and *tis by his Means we came 
to the Knowledge of that Work. 
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CHAP, XXIV. 


An Abſtract of the General Hiſtory of the 
Meſt-Indies, written by Gonzalez Fer- 

dinand d' Oviedo 7 twenty Books, and 
| dedicated to the Emperor Charles V. 


[S not of India lying towards the Eaſt Authority 
* near the Rivers Indus and Ganges that ef this Hi. 
d this Hiſtory gives an Account; but of the/#9% 
eſt-Indies which are the Iſlands, and Terra 
Hema in the weſtern Ocean, ſubject to the 
3s Crown of Spain, ever ſince their firſt Diſco- 
a- very by Chriſtopher Columbus. Altho? we have 
already given you an Abridgment of thoſe 
2 things that Ferdinand d Oviedo related in the 
he Coaferences he had with the Emperour Charles 
„ V. and the Preſidents of the Royal Council at- 
of ter the Voyage he made from the new World 
bo Sain, we cannot forbear retouching a little 
mn, upon them in this Place. This Hiſtory then 
he merits ſo much the more Credit, in that the 
n- Author has been an Eye-Witneſs of, and 
carefully examin'd whatever he relates, having 
ks WF 1iv'd two and twenty Years in the Indies during 
| the Reigns of Charles V. and Ferdinand I. in qua- 
lity of Inſpector-General of the Gold-Mines. 
Pliny ſays in the Beginning of his Hiſtory 
that he will relate things which he has read 
in tour thouſand Volumes, a very laborious 
Task indeed; but when we have ſet down | 
all we have met with in reading, we can but 
relate it upon the Teſtimony and good Cre- 
R 2 dit 
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dit of the Authors, who are not always to be 
depended on, whereas there is leſs Danger 

of being cheated, where a Man has been an 

Eye Witneſs; and * is the Du; be- 

. . tween Pliny's natural Hiſtory, and that of 
. Eodinand a Oviedo. 8 People 
known 10 are of Opinion, that the New World diſco- 
eve Anci- ver'd in theſe laſt Ages by Chriſtoper Columbus, 
ents. and Americus Feſpucius was utterly unknown 
to the Ancients, yet it is however highly pro- 
bable they had-ſome. Knowledge of it ; for 
Ariſtotle ſays poſitively that the Cart haginiq 
Merchants, having paſs'd the Streights of Gi. 
braltar and penetrated the Atlantic Ocean, 
diſcover'd a great Iſland full of wild Beaſts 
that never had been inhabited by Men. They 
alſo found in it large Woods, navigable R- 
vers, and a Land abounding with all forts 
of Fruits that Nature had produc'd ' ſpon- 
taneouſly. Ariſtotle adds, that this Iſland 
was very far diſtant from Africa, that the 
Cart hag ini ans did not land there till after 
a great many Days Sail, and that being 
charm'd with the Beauty of and Fruitfulneſs 
of the Place, they ſettl'd theinſelves there. 
This Opinion of Ariſtotle's would make us con- 
jecture, that the Carthaginians landed either 
at Hiſpaniola, Cuba, or ſomewhere on the Coaſt 
of the Terra Firma. Tis not altogether un- 
likely that the Heſperian Iſlands fo famous for 
Antiquity, took their Name from Heſperu 
the ſecond King of Spain, it being the Cu- 
ſtom among the Ancients to give to Kingdoms, 
and Provinces, the Names of thoſe who had 
founded or conquer'd them. Thus the Aſy- 
rians took their Name from Aſſur, the Lyaians 
from Indus, the 1/maclites from Iſmael, the An. 
| 11071ite: 
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0 1 
r monites and Moabites from Moab and Ammon, 
1 the Perſians from Perſeus, the Phenicians from 
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. Phenix. Brother of Cadmus; the Egyptians from 

x Eyyptus their King, the Armenians from Arme- 

e nus, who was one of the Argonautes that aſſiſted 

J- Faſon in the Conqueſt of the Golden Fleece; 

55 and in a Word the Arc adi ans from Arcas, the 

0 Son of Jupiter. Sometimes Conquerors gave 
„Names to thoſe Towns they had built, ei- 

Ir ther as a Mark of Honour, or to cternize 

T: their Memories and Glory; and *tis upon this 

i Account, Alexandria, and Ceſaria, were ſo 

n, calld from Alexander and Ceſar. 

ts | Succeeding Ages ought to have the greateſt ntind 
y Veneration for the Memory of Chriſtopher bow in- 
1. Columbus, who has taught Mankind the Art debted no 
ts of Sailing by the Elevation of the Sun "_ 
f and Stars; few before his Time car'd for ” 


id making Voyages, and the Pilots that pre- 
he ceded him, durſt never loſe Sight of Land, or 


er ever truſt themſelves in the open Sea, for they 

8 had no certain Rule to go by, but ſail'd ata 

ſs Venture, without either Art or Judgement : 

e. Columbus addreſt himſelf firſt to Henry VII. 1 mon 

f- Father of Henry VIII. King of England, offering be firſt ad. 

er to go and diſcover in his Name thoſe vaſt est lim. 

iſt Countries, provided he would contribute to-. 

0- wards the neceſſary Expences of fitting out 

Or Ships; but the privy Council of England be- 

yu lieving Columbus to be ſomewhat crack-brain'd, 

u- rejected his Propoſal. Meeting with no bet- 

ns, ter a Reception from John King of Portugal, By whom | 
ad he went into Spain where being favourably e, 
ſj- receiv'd by Don Henriquez de Guzman Duke of 1 
ans Medina Sidonia, and Don Lewis de la Cerda, he by Means. 
m- their means had Audience of King Ferdinand and f 
ite; Queen J/abella: He was alſo fo fortunate as | 


do get in "IF with Don Gonzalez de Alen- 
N doc a 
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doza a Cardinal of Spain. and Archbiſhop of 
Toledo, wlio was extreamly ſurpriz'd at the 
great Learning and Poverty of Columbus, why 


at that Time was deſtitute of Neceſſaries for 


his Support. The King and Queen having 
reſolv'd to drive all the Moors out of Spain, 
were at that Time at the Siege of Grana 
In the Year 1492 they granted Columbus whit 


he demanded, with Ships and Men to aflif 


i here he 


. Fiſt landed 


him in his great Undertaking. , 

He landed at the Iſle of Guanahani in Oc. 
tober, the very ſame Year, and diſcover x 
vaſt Number of little Iflands lying all round 
about, which he nam'd the White Iſlands, be- 
cauſe of the prodigious Quantity of Sands 
that ſurrounded them, and made them look ofa 


.- whitiſh Colour: Afterwards he nam'd them the 


Where af- 


terwards. 


Prime Iſlands becauſe they were the firſt he had 
diſcover'd. He landed next at the Iſland of Cuba, 
which is but twelve Leagues farther toward; 
the North; ſome of the Indians imbark'd with 
him, and conducted him to Cebao, which he 


The fiche afterwards named Hiſpaniola; and it is there 


Gold 
Mines. 


the richeſt Mines are, which produce the f- 
neſt Gold. The Iidians of thoſe Countries 
are of a {weet and affable Temper, they ſoon 
grew familiar with the Chriſtians, tho? upon 
their firſt landing they ſcamper'd into the 
Woods to fave themſelves. This made the 
Admiral reſolve upon leaving ſome of his 
own Men amongſt them, whilſt he went back 


to give the Court an Account of his new 


Builds 4 
Fort and 
leaves 
ſome Men 
behind. 


Diſcoveries. Accordingly he order'd a little 
fort of Intrenchment or Fort to be bult 


with the Planks of one of his Ships that 


was leaky, to ſhelter and ſecure his Men, 
if the Indians ſhould attempt to inſult them. 
Upon 


$a * 


VOYAGE S and TRAVELS. if 
Upon his Departure he ſtricly enjoyn'd, + 

them to be always upon their. Guard, not to 

ramble too far up into the Country, not 

to touch the Women, nor to offer any Man- 

ner of Incivility to the Natives. | Takes win 
Columbus took about a Dozen Indians aboard bim ſome 
with him as Witneſſes of his new Diſcove-MNatives 10 

ries and in the Name of all the Inhabitants 4 Homage. 


of all the Iſlands, to do homage to their Catho- 


lick Majeſties. He alſo deſign'd to have them 
taught the Spaniſh Language and by ſhowing 
them the Riches and Curioſities of Europe, to 
engage their Affection towards his Nation. 


| The Court of Spain expreſs'd a great deal 74, coy 


of Joy at the ſight of Columbus and his In re joyces at 

dians whom they look'd upon as extraordi- bisRetrns 

nary Men, having never ſeen any of them in 

Europe before. All of them earneſtly deſired _ 

Baptiſm, either of their own Accords, or elſe 2" 4 

prompt'd to it, by the Inſtigation of others. 

The King and Queen, their Son Don Juan 

and the cheif Lords and Ladies of the 

Court were the Godfathers and God mothers. 

This Ceremony was perform'd with all the 

komp and Magnificence that ſuch a Novel- 

ty could require: One of the principal In- 

aians was chriſten'd by the Name of Don 

Juan of Arragon; he was originally a Native 

of Hiſpaniols, and a near Relation of the 

Cacique Goalanagare. Another was nam'd Don 

Juan of Caſtile, him the young Prince adop- 

ted and kept in his Court, treating him 

with the ſame Reſpect and Indulgence as if 4 cc. 

be had been his own Child. He order'd his * 

Treaſurer to inſtru him in the Spaniſh Tongue 

wich he altcrwards underſtood to perfection, 
as 
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as he did every thing elſe they were pleag 
to teach him. The other Indians went back 


- 4 


into their own Country with Columbus, on 


whom the King and Queen conferr'd'z } 


great many Honours with Abundance of 
Thanks for the important Service he had 
done the Crown, giving him leave to add 
to his Coat of Arms thoſe of Arragon and 
Caſtile, with the Title of perpetual Admiral 
of the Seas in the New World, to him and 
His Heirs for ever. 


CHAP 


* 
* 
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© HPV; 


J. Colonies ſettled in the New World, by 
of WW 7he Admiral Chriſtopher Columbus. 


IIA already, in the Preceeding Abridg- 
ments, ſpoken concerning the Voyages 
a and Adventures of Columbus, we will not trou- 
ble the Reader with a needleſs Repetition there» 
of in this Place; but proceed to give a Rela» 
tion of certain Particulars, not mention'd by 
thoſe Authors, of whom we gave thoſe Abridg- 
ments. The Indians vex'd to the Heart, to ſee 73, Indi- 
the Europeans ſettled among them, reſolv'd to ans endea» 
make thein periſh by Hunger; and for that Pur- vour zo 
poſe forbore to ſow and cultivate their Lands Tanks the 
ſo, that, moſt of the Spaniards dy d miſerably for n 
want of Food: However, the Indians were not 
exempted from the ſame Puniſhment, vaſt Num- 
bers of them being ſtarv'd to Death; becauſe 
the Europeans ſei⁊ d and carry'd off what Stores 
they had laid up for their own Subſiſtance: 
Notwithſtanding this, the Spaniards were re- 
ducd to ſuch Extremities, that they were forc'd 
to feed upon Dogs, and what other living 
Creatures they had brought along with them 
F. out of Spain; and, when theſe were all conſum'd, 
they had recourſe to the Fleſh of Serpents, 
which, tho' it was not venemous, yet the very 
dight thereof was very nauſeous to the Europe- 
ans ;, they dreſs'd it as well as they could, they 
boild they broil'd it, to make it ſomewhat a- 
greeable to their Stomachs; but in ſpite of all 
their Care, this bad Nouriſhment, join d to the 
moiſtneſs of the Climate, threw them into a 
lort of Yellow Jaundice, which proving yy" 
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TheSpani- 
«rus ſettle ; 
--/.lves Pat ts, moſt of whom ſettled themſelves in the 
n. Minions of this Cacique, who took eff-Qual 


80. do pro:ide them with Guides, who con- 
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their Countenance continu'd for ever after of x 
Saffron Colour. | | 

Captain Don Pedro Margarit, Commander in 

Chief in the Fort of St. Thomas, perform'd an 

Action very well deſerving to be recorded in 


Hiſtory :, He was reduc'd to the ſame extremity 


as the reſt of the Spaniards were. A young 
Indian preſented him with two Turtles, but he 
let them fly immediately, in Sight of his Gar- 
riſon: God forbid, ſaid he to them, J ſhould put 
a greater Value upon my own | ife than yours; and 
ſince yon are williug to ſhare your Fate with mine, u 
but Reaſon I ſhoula take part in your Suffering. 
This Heroique Action gain'd no ſmall Applauſe 
and Affection to the Commander, from hi 
Garriſon. g 

Michael Dias, a Native of Arragon, happen- 
ing to wound dangerouſly another Spaniard in a 
Duel, was forc'd to ſave himſelf by Flight, with 
ſome few others of his Adherents. In their 
Travels, they eſpy'd a very delightful Place, 
which prov'd an Indian Plantation moſt com- 
modioully ſituated (where ſince the City of 
Domingo was built) under the Government of a 
Cacique, This Lady being as yet very young, 
fell in Love with Michael Dias, whoſe Compa- 
nions met with a kind Reception there on his 
account. She diſcover'd certain Gold-Mines, 
not above Seven Leagues from thence, and 
told them, that, if they would bring thi- 
ther a greater Number of their Country-men, 
She would furniſh them with all manner of Ne- 
ceſſ:ries. This happy Chance ſaved the Lives 
ot he Remainders of the Spaniards in thoſe 


due them thither ; the Spaniſh Settlements be- 
ug oe 59 Leagues from thence, The 
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The Spaniards highly taken with the Fertility 


Plenty and Beauty ot the Place, lived there for 
ſome time in a þerfe&t Union, till this good 


Correſpondence was diſturb'd by the indiſcreet 


| and prepoſterous Zeal of Father Bail, who ex- 


claim'd lowdly againſt the Admiral's Severity; 
becauſe he had caus'd ſome Spaniards to be 
hang'd, for a Terror to the reſt, the better to keep 


them in their Duty, it being one of his Maxims, 


That no good Diſcipline can be maintain'd a- 
mong Soldiers, without keeping them in Awe 
and Obedience. But, whenever he made Uſe of 
his Authority, this Father exclaim'd againſt his 
Proceedings, as ſavouring too much of Severity 


and Cruelty ; and, being there in the Quality of 


tho. Popes Vicar, at laſt launch'd out his Inter- 
dicts againſt the Admiral, and, by his abſolute 
Authority forbid Divine Service to be per- 
form'd in the Churches. This Miſunderſtand- 
ing proved the Cauſe of great Miſchief and 
Diſorders among the Europeans: For, the Ad- 
miral, to be even with the Vicar, would not 
ſuffer him and his Family to be furniſh'd with 
what was neceſſary for their Subſiſtance, where- 
by they were reduced to the laſt Extremity. 
The Chief Men of the Colony, at laſt, brought 
Matters to a Reconciliation between them ; but 
that proved of no long Continuance: For, ſo 
often as the Admiral was for puniſhing Crimi- 
nals according to their Deſerts, the other 
thunder'd out his Excommunication, and Di- 
vine Service Ceas'd, to the no ſmall Terror of 
al the good Carhslicks, who ſaw themſelves at 
laſt, under a Neceſſity, of petitioning the King 
ot Spain to put an End to theſe Diſorders by his 
Authority, Hereupon both the Admiral and 
the Vicar were recall'd ; but the King, in re- 
ſpect of the Signal Services of Columbus, gave 

82 him 
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him another Commiſſion 'to return to the New 
World, recommending to him, to act with more 
Moderation, and with ſomething, leſs of Seve. 
rity. The Spaniards are naturally inclin'd to 
warlike Actions, and heing of a hot Tem 
and Conſtitution, are apt to fall into inteſtine 
Diſſenſions, if they have no foreign Enemies to 
exerciſe their Valourvupon ; beſides that, the 
Spaniards who were firſt of all tranſported in- 
to the New World, conſiſting of Briſcayans, 
Catalonians, en Arrag oni ans, Galician, 
Caftilians, beſides thoſe of Gnipazcoa, Navarre 
and Aſturia, Nations different both in their 
Manners and Language, tho' all united in the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, what wonder is It, if they 
id fall into inteſtine Diſſenſions in the Indies. 
*Twas this that furniſh'd the neighbouring 
Indian Caciques, with a favourable Opportunity 
of entring into a League againſt the Spaniard: : 


Indians an They brought into the Field five or ſix Thou- 


Opportuni- 


ty of re- 
volt ing. 


ſand Men, with an Intention to take and raze 
their Fort, and to put the Europeans to the 
Sword. Alonſo d' Hogieda, who then com- 
manded in that Fort, having got Intelligence 
of their March, was continually upon his 
Guard, to avoid a Surprize, and upon their 
Approach to the Fort, repuls'd them with 
great Slaughter, and took their Chief Caciqut, 
who commanded as General, with many other 
Officers of Note, Priſoners. This Cacique had 
a Brother, who having the Reputation of 
firave Commander among the Indians, gather d 
a Body of 6090 or 7000 Men, to force the 
Spaniards to releaſe his Brother; whilſt he was 
advancing in five Brigades towards the Fort of 
St. Them, the Governour made a Sally with 
300 Horſe and Foot, and the Indians terrifyd 
at the Sight of the Horſe betook - 

elves 


ef Voyaces and TRAVELS. 
ſelves to their Heels, without ſtriking one 


on Blow ; a great Number of them were kilFd in 
N the Flight, and the Brother of the Cacique, 
Q with the beſt Patt of his Army. was taken Pri- 
A ſoners. The two Brothers were put a-board a 
& Veſſel to be carry'd to Spain, but dy'd in that 
90 Voyage of Grief and Deſpair. 

he This Victory rendering the Spaniards Maſters 
Y of all that Country,” which is very rich and 
1 fertile, fourtcen petty Kings join'd their 
*% Forces, to the Number of 150, te chaſe 
10 them from their New Conqueſts, at a time 


which they thought the moſt favourable that 
he could be, to compaſs their Aim : For, the 
Chriſtians, under the Command of Don Bar- 


J tholomew Columbus, were reduced to a ſmall 
ng Number, moſt of them being dead by the in- 
ty juries of the Climate, and bad Nouriſhment, 
7 and they expected daily a new Reinforcement, 
. under Chriſtopher Columbus, which induc'd the 
Ne Indians to haſten their March, in order to at- 


ho tack the Spaniards, before the Arrival of this 
Succours. Barthelomem Columbus fearing they 


M might ſet Fire to the Fort, did not think fit to 
A expect their coming thither; but drew out his 
* Forces, to the Number of 500, moſt Horſe- y 
ith men, and marching the greateſt part of the | 
* Night, ſurpriz d the Indians in their Camp be- 1 
be tore Day, and put them to an entire Rout with N 
* a great Slaughter, taking as many Priſoners as 4 
7 they could diſpoſe of, the reſt eſcap'd under 
Pg favour of the Night. Among the Priſoners They are i 
the were the Chief of the Kings, and fourtcen 1 *» 
bag Caciques. This Victory gain d fo vaſt a Reputa- * * 1 
of tion to the Chriſtians, among the Indians, that "7 4 
ich they laid aſide all further Thoughts of encounter- . 
yd ing them, being ſenſible they were not able to 4 
m- cope with them. The Spaniſh Commander, 1 
ves 8 3 the 0 
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246 The General HISTORY 
the better to gain the Affection of the Indian 
ſet the King at Liberty, who, in Acknowledg- 
ment of ſo unexpected a Favour, for ever after 
proved a true Friend to all the Chriſtians that 
came into his Dominions. 

About the ſame time Admiral Columbus being 
come back from Spain, prepar'd for his in. 
tended Voyage for the Streight, (he ſuppos'd 
he ſhould find) into the South-Sea; but was 
miſtaken in his Suppoſition, the Streight he 
judg'd to be a Branch of the Ocean, heing no 
more than a Bay, as ſhall be ſhewa in its proper 
Place. Don Antonio Torres, and Bobadila, who 
commanded a Body of Land Forces, having ta- 
kena Reſolution to retura into Spain with their 
Troops, would give no Ear to the wholeſome 
Advice of the Admiral, who being well ac- 
quainted with thoſe Seas, repreſented to them the 
Danger they would undergo of being Ship- 
rack d, if they undertook the Voyage at that 
Seaſon, for which they paid dearly ſoon after ; 
For, ſcarce had they made 20 Leagues, but be- 

268paniſh Ing ſurpriz d by a moſt furious Tempeſt, 
Sr loſt, twenty. fix large Veſſels, out of thirty, were 
either ſwallow'd up in the Deep, or ſtavd a 
gainſt the Rocks, and all thoſe vaſt Riches they 
had gathered in the New W:rld loſt; beſides 500 
Men drown'd, among whom was Komland 
Yimenes. Ring- leader of thoſe who had revolt- 

ed againſt the Admiral and his Brother. 
Chriſto- The Admiral himſelf, after many Diſcove- 
pher Co- ries made in his Voyage, arriv'd on the Coaſt 
lumbus of Jamaica, where, having loſt two of his Ships, 
es at he thonght it his ſafeſt way, to give Notice of 
Junaica, his being there to the Governour of the New 
World, then reſiding at Domingo. One Diego 
Mendes was ſo conrageons, as to put himſelf 
into a Canoe, under the Conduct of 87 In- 
n; 


ef Voracrs and TRAVELS. 


dians ; not withont a moſt manifeſt Danger of 
his Life, ſince theſe Canoes being very light, 
are turn d topſy-turvy by the leaſt Blaſt of Wind, 
which is the Reaſon, they always keep near 
the Shore; however, he had the good Fortune 
to ſucceed in his Voyage, contrary to every 
bodies Hopes; the Admiral did not neglect to 
reward ſo hazardous a Piece of Service, and of 
ſuch vaſt Conſequence to him; and the Spaniſh 


| Court, to eternalize the Memory of ſo fervice- 


able an Action, beſides other Rewards, added a 
Canoe to his Coat of Arms. | 

The Viceroy was no ſooner inform'd of the 
preſent Condition the Admiral was in, by his 
Letter, but he bought a Veſſel, and having 


furniſh'd it with all manner of necefſary Pro- 


ſions, ſeat it immediately to conduct him 


and his Company, to Hiſpaniola. Moſt of 


them were ſick, and much weaken'd by the 
Fatigues of the Voyage, and thoſe that were 
as yet fit for Service, revolted againſt the Ad. 
miral, being headed by two Brothers, Francrs 
and Diego de Porras, one of which was a Captain 
of a Ship, and the other Pay-maſter of the 
Forces. They ſeiz d upon all the Indian Cances, 
with an Intent to croſs over to Hiſpaniola 
but moſt of them were ſwallow'd up by the 
Sa, few only returning to the Admiral, but 
not to their Duty. For, the two Brothers per. 
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An En- 
ſiting ia their Mutiny, he ſaw-bimſelf oblig'd Jr 


: betwiact 
to reduce them by Force of Arms, which was he Spani- 


ſoon done; they were routed, their two Ring. ares. 


leaders taken Priſoners, and the Mutiny quell'd. 
This was the firſt Engagement that happen'd 
betwixt the Chriſtians in the New World. 

The Indiazs fully inform'd of the Diſſenſions 
among the Europeans, reſolv'd to conceal their 
Proyiſions, to reduce them to the utmoſt 


84 Famine; 


n r 
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Cbriſto- 
pher Co- 
lumbus 
impo ſes 
upon the 
Indians 


by foretel- 


ing an E- 


clipſe of 
. the Alo9n. 


with ſuch an Amazement, that they could not 
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Famine ; But, no ſooner had the Admiral got Ng. 
tice of their Reſolution, but calling together 
the Chiefeſt of the Inhabitants of this Iſte, told 
them in a ſhort Harange, That, he could fore. 
tell them, they would all periſh by the Plague, 
unleſs they furniſh'd the Chriſtians with ever 
thing they ſtood in need of; And, added he, ty 
convince you that my Prediction will prove true, 
I would have you take notice, that ſuch and 
ſuch a Day, you will ſee the Moon all on Fire, 
and ſoon after diſappear. For, he being wel 
vers'd in Aſtronomy, it was eaſie for him, hy 
the Rules of that Art, to foretel them, that 
the Moon ſhould be eclips'd at ſuch a certain 
Minute, as he mention'd to them. All the 
Indians aſſembled at the prefix'd time, to ſe 
the Effects of his Prediction, and perceiving 
the Moon actually eclips'd, they were ſtruck 


but believe, he would certainly make them all 
dye of the Plague. They threw themſelves at 
Columbus his Feet, imploriug his Mercy with 
moſt doleful Cries, promiſſing they would fut- 
niſh him and his Company with every thing 
they ſhould ſtand in need of, and at parting 
gave him moſt evident Teſtimonies of their 
Grief, to ſee themſelves bereav'd of the Aſſit- 
ance of a Man, whom they look'd upon, as 1 
Meſſenger from Heaven, for their Preſervation. 
Soon after he return'd to Spain, where he dy 
of Age, at the beginning of the Reign ef 
Philip and Queen Joan. Spain ſtands indebted 
to him for the Diſcovery of thoſe rich 
Countries, which have diffus'd their vaſt Pro- 
ducts and Treaſures through Exrope; and God 


was pleas'd to make this great Man his Inftru- 
ment, to open the Door to the Preachers of 
the Goſpel, for the Converſion of re b. 

lions 
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Millions of People, who groan'd under the 
Slavery of the Devil, and ſpent their Lives in 
the Darkneſs of Paganiſm. 8 


HRA 


The Churches and Clergy of Hiſpaniola ; 
with a Deſcription of the moſt remarka- 
ble things in the City of St. Domingo. 


— 


HE King of Spain and Qyeen Joan his 
Daughter, order'd a very fine Cathedral 
to be built at St. Domingo; whereof Father 
Garcias de Padiglia a Franciſcan was made the 
the firſt Biſhop, as Don Sebaſtian Ramires was 
Preſident of the Court of Juſtice erected in that 
City, and at the ſame time, Biſhop of the 
Church of the Conception of la Vega, in Hiſpa- 
niola. There is not a City in all Spain which 
exceeds this, for magnificent and beautiful 4Deſcrip- 
- btructres: Here you may ſee Palaces fit for the 17% , K. 
ns WM Reception of a great Prince; and as for its insg. 
no WF Situation, the Beauty and Regularity of its 
ir WW Streets, and the Pleaſantneſs of the Avenues 
t. leading to it, they are ſuch as may invite even 
the greateſt Monarch, to chuſe it for his Reſi- 
. W dence. The City is {cated in a vaſt Plain, di- 
yd WW vided from one End to the other, from North 
of W to South, by the River Ozama, the Banks 
red WM whereof are adorn d with Gardens well planted 
ich W with Orange-Trees, and very fine Canes: On 
ro- the South-fide, the Walls of this City being 
ol WW waſh'd by the Waves of the Sea, one half of 
u- WF its whole Circumference is enclos'd by the Sea 
of MW and the River: The Streets are very broad and 
ny MW firait ; on that fide where you look into the 
00s Fields, 
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Fields, you ſee moſt delicious Walks, and vaſt 
Meadows; to be ſhort, all its Avenues. are ſo 
very delightful, that it is impoſſible to ſee x 
finer Situation than this, the Harbour being 
not above 12 or 15 Paces from the City, the 
Ships coming to the very Houſes of the Mer. 
chants, where they load and unload without 
much Trouble and Charge : Beſides that, with. 
in Musket-ſhor of the Harbour, they may enter 
the River, which is of vaſt Conſequence to 
Traffick. COTE e 

Francis de Jarai was the firſt who built 3 
Structure of Stone in this Iſle after the Spaniþ 
Faſhion, ſince which time moſt of the other 


Spaniards built theirs after his Model. Don 


Diego Columbo, Vice- Admiral of the Seas of the 
New World, and Eldeſt Son to Admiral Chife. 
pher Columbus, was made Governour of Hiſpa- 
niola, being ſupported by the Intereſt of 
Don Frederick de Toledo, Duke of Alba, becauſe 
he had marry'd his Niece, Mary de Toledo, 
Daughter to Ferdinand de Toledo, Grand Com- 
mander of Leon. King Philip and Queen Joan, 
who ſucceeded in the Throne of Spain after the 
Death of Ferdinand and Iſabella, had ſo great an 
Eſteem for the Duke of Alva, that they refuled 


him nothing, whatever he ask'd for; ſo tis no 


Wonder, if he with Eaſe obtain'd the Govern- 
ment of Hiſpaniola, for Don Diego Colum- 
bo, who, as we told you, had married that 
Duke's Niece ; the Grand Commander of Al 
cant ara, Who was Governour of that lle, 
being recall'd by the Intreagues of Fonſeca 
Biſhop of Badajoz, his private Enemy. Tho 
this Gentleman's Place, beſides his own Re. 
venue, was valu'd at Sooo Ducats a Year, he 
ſpent it all in Acts of Charity, but eſpecially in 
founding an Hoſpital; ſo that he was 1 * to 

8 orrow 
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horrow 50 Piſtoles for the Uſe of his Voyage; 
when he was recall'd into Spain. 


'Twas in the Vear 1509, when Don Diego 
Columbo ſet fail for Hiſpamola with the Title 


of Governour-General ; As he carry'd his Lady 2% Spa 
Mary de Toledo along with him, a great Number niſn- Vo- 
of other Ladies and Gentlemen took this Op. men fr 
portunity of going along with them, and the vous 
c 


| Fortunes there by Marriage. This was the firſt ou 


young Ladies, for the moſt part, made their 


time any Spaniſh Woman was known to have left 
her Native Country, to ſettle in the New World, 
which proved of great Conſequence to the 
Haxiards ; for, tho" not a few among them, had 
contracted Marriages with Indian Women, the 
greateſt Part of them nauſeated them too much 
to marry them: Theſe Ladies which came from 
Hain proving a ſingular Ornament to the City of 
St. Domingo, and meeting with great Encourage- 
ment there, many other Gentlemen went thi- 
ther with their Wives and Families, which rais'd 
this City to a moſt flouriſhing State; we muſt 
look upon this as an Effect of God's Mercy, 
who would have his Name be glorified in thoſe 
Places, where the Devil had bin worſhip'd with 
ſo much Devotion for many Ages. 

The Grand Commander was not at St. Domingo 
when Don Diego arriv'd there with all thoſe that 
accompany'd him; but upon his return thither, 
ne w'd a great deal of ſeeming Satisfaction at 
ine Sight of him, and told them, He was ready 
to obey the King's Orders, which recall'd him 
into Sn; and accordiagly ſet fail thence in 
September, in the fame Year, 1509. Don Diego, 
upon his Arrival at St. Domingo, had taken up 
lis Reſidence in the Caſtle ; but his Carholick 
Majeſty was pleas'd to beltow the Government 
ot that Fortreſs upon Michael de Poſſamont, e 

oon 
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ſoon after vuponCapt.Gonzalez Ferdinand d Ouiic 
a Native of Madrid, his Favourite and ROA 
HiſtoriSgrapher, Author of the ſame Hiſtay, 
whereof we have given you this Abſtrad 
The Grand Commander met with a moſt favour: 
able Reception from the King, as well on ac 
count of the Signal Services he had done him i 
the Indies, as in reſpect of that ancient Friend. 
ſhip he bore him; and told him, He was heart. 
ly ſorry he had recall'd him from his Govern iſ 
ment; So ſoon as the Commander had given hin 
a circumſtantial Relation of the true State 
his Affairs in the Indies, where the Natives he 
ing generally inclind to that Governour, ver 
much regreted his Departure. In all probaht 
lity he had ſoon bin reinſtated in that Poſt, had 


3 not his Death, which happen'd ſoon after, pre # 
; | vented 1t. the 
þ Diviſons The Departure of the Grand Commander . 
N among the prov d the Cauſe of no ſmall Diviſions and Di ... 


Spanlards. orders in the New World, becauſe his Friends aul 
Creatures, who had vaſt Obligations to him, 
3 thwarted under hand all the Deſigns of the nen 
al Governour, and the Court of Madrid wa 
peſter d with continual Petitions, and mutuil 
Complaints of both Parties. To check the tur 
ther Progreſs of theſe Deviſions, it was thougit 
fit to ſend a Lord Chief Jaſtice into the Ina; 
to hear and determine the Complaints, as wel 
of the Governour as of the Subjects; But tit 
Rr ſt looking upon this as an intreuchment upol 
his Prerogative and Authority, ſo far ſhew( 
his Diſlike thereat, that he receiv'd Orders t0 
return to Spain, which he did accordingly, i 
ving ſpent vaſt Summs in this Voyage, with 
out reaping any conſiderable Benefit by it. Ti 
King's Death, which happen'd ſoon after, pro 
another Misfortune to Columbo, as well as N Ll 
ain 
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Affairs of the Indies, which he had left entan- 
oled under no ſmall Difficulties, the Indians | 
being fickle, inconſtant and changeable, which | 
whether it owes its Origin to the Air and Cli- | 
mate, or to their natural Diſpoſition, I will not g 
pretend to determine. 
Upon this Occaſion it will not be improper 
to mention here, What Queen //abella told Chri- 
ſeapher Columbus one Day, when he was giving her 
BF an Account of divers Curioſities he had met 
within the New World, He told her among 
other things, That the Trees in thoſe Parts, did 
not ſpread their Roots into the Ground, as they 
do in Europe, but on the Surface of the Earth. 
The Queen asking the Reaſon of this Difference, 
he anſwer'd, That the Ground being burning hot 
within, by reaſon of the Heat of the Climate, and 
the Surface, on the contrary, moiſten d by the conti- 
4 BY Rains; and the Roots being ſenſible of this 
exceſſive Heat and Dryneſs, turn, upwards, to par- 
| tale of the Benefit of the Moiſtneſs, on the Surface 
08 of the Ground, which furniſhes them with Nouriſh- 
ment. I am very much afraid, reply'd the Queen, 
ug bet this Diſpoſition, and theſe Qualities of the 
Climate, are infus'd into the Inhabitants likewiſe ; 
and that, as the Trees do not take firm Root there, 
pit ſoit will prove a hard Task to fix a ſtable, conſtant 
and durable Government there, *Tis certain, that 4 ch. 
if you converle never ſo little with the Indians, rater of 
it is eaſie to find them the moſt fickle and the rh Indi- 
poi moft Inconſtant of all Men living, who never aus. 
ſtick to any thing, and who ſcarce ever know 
1 what they would be at; the leaſt Appearance of 
Fear, diſperſes and puts them to Flight; in 
The ſhort, they are more unreſolv'd, more weak 
and credulous than Children of five or fix Years 
old; and what is the worſt, is, That thoſe 
Fair! Which are born from Indian- women, and an Ex- 
| ropean 
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| ropean Father, participate to a vgfy high De. 
gree of their Mother's Infirmities 
After Chales V. aſcended the Spaniſh Throne, 
he commanded Don Diego Columbo, to return to 
his Government of St. Domingo in the Indie, 
which, as we told you before, he had bin forcq 
to leave by the Cabals and Power of his Enemies 
againſt whom he had pleaded his Cauſe at Court, 
for five Years paſt. 
Tis to be obſerv'd, that moſt of the great 
Lords in Spain had their Factors and Creatures 
in the Indies, who forc'd the Indians to work in 
their Sugar-works and Gold-mines, and treated 
them otherwiſe in a moſt barbarous manner; 
of theſe ſome had 200, others 300, which be. 
ing us'd worſe than Beaſts of carriage, every 
Day, what with Hunger, and what with the 
Tolls they underwent, they dropd down dead 
in vaſt Numbers, to the utter Ruin and De. 
ſtruction of the Natives of this [fle. 
The continual Calamities theſe poor Wretches 
groan'd under, by the Barbarity of the Se. 
ni ardi, made them at laſt reſolve upon a Mu. 
The Indi- tiny. Accordingly they got into a Body in 
ans drawn Chriſtmas time, 1522, without being ſuſpeded 
ze deſpe- by any of the Spaniards, of whom they maſſi- 
ratiaus cred not a few in the Country, when they 
_— thought themſelves in the utmoſt Security, 
ee Don Diego Columbo no ſooner receiv'd the News 
of this Revolt, and the Maſſacres committed 
by the Natives, but he aſſembled all his Forces, 
both Horſe and Foot, and march'd with them 10 
purſuit of the Rebels : On the ſecond Day he 
halted on the Banks of the River Nix a, where 
he receiv'd Intelligence, that they lay encamp'* 
about four Leagues thence, having pillag'd one 
of the Spaniſh Towns, and carry'd off every 
thing they could, being reſolv'd to do all the 
Miſchief 


of Voyacts and TRAVELS. 


Miſchief that poſſibly they could to the Eu- 
rpeans ; Which they would certainly have effect- 
ed with a Vengance, had not Providence ſoon 
after determind it otherwiſe, and made all 
their Projects to vaniſh into Smoak at one 
Blow. 

Among thoſe that attended the Governour in 
the Army was Melchior de Caſtro, who having 
ſuffer'd much by the Revolted Indians, took a- 
| long with him two Horſemen only (but with- 
out the Governours Knowledge, who he ſup- 
pos d would not give his - Conſent) and with 
them riding to his Houſe, found it miſerably 
pillag'd and demoliſhd : He then ſent Word to 
the Governour, that he intended to amuſe the 
Indians, whilſt he ſhould advance with his 
whole Body, to attack them on all Sides. 
Hereupon the Governour ſent him Ten Horſe- 
men, and as many Foot-Soldiers, with whom 
he advanc'd to the Place where the Rebels lay 
Wl <ocamp'd. At the Sight of the Chriſtians they 

ſet up aloud Huzzah, whereat theſe being not 
u. n che leaſt terrify'd, reſolv'd to charge them 
n immediately, without ſtaying for any further 
e! Aid, before they could fully diſcover their 
n;. Number, or retreat, till they were join'd by 
hey others: So, clapping Spurs to their Horſes, they 
ity. eme upon them on a full Gallop, who bravely 
— ſtood their Gronnd, but were ſoon broken; 
el however, they rallied again, and ſtood th 


An Army 


of Indians 


routed by 
e 20 Spani- 


-e WW brunt a ſecond time, annoying the Chriſtians ards. 
7 


> with their Darts, Stones and Clubs; but theſe 
returning likewiſe to the Charge, put them to 

at entire Rout, with a great Slaughter of the 
rerolted Indians, the remainders whereof ſaved 
themſelves in the Woods. The Governour 
with his Body coming up with them at the Con- 
clulion of the Day, return'd thanks to God for 
this 
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this ſo providential a Victory, and ſpent fix 
Days in the Purſuit of the Revolters, which 
being all taken at laſt, were hang'd for the moſt 
part, in the Fields, to terrifie the reſt from at. 

| tempting any ſuch thing for the future. | 
Theft ſe- Theft is a thing the Indians abhor moſt of all 
verely pu- others, and which they think cannot be too ſe. 
_ wy. verely puniſh'd ; they empale a Thief alive, aud 
3 leave him thus till he expires, and this ſeverePu. 
niſhment is inflicted upon thoſe who ſteal the 
moſt inconſiderable thing that can be named, 
This Crime is unpardonable among 'em, without 
any Reſpect to their Parentage, Intereſt or Inter. 
ceſſion; nay, it is look d upon as a Crime, to 
ſollicit or ſpeak in behalf of a Thief, or to re. 
queſt an Abatement or Alteration of his Punih- 
ment. The Indians are not in the leaſt avari- 
cious, or coveting of any fix d Poſleſſion ; they 
are given to trucking to a Degree of madnek, 
becauſe they do it only to ſatisfie their Fancy, 
without any Regard to the Value of the Things 
they intend to exchange: They will ſometimes 
part with a Thing of 20 or 30 Pounds Valve, 
for two or three Needles, or perhaps a Piece of 

Ribbon, meerly to gratifie their Fancies. 

They were animated to, and engag'd in this 
Revolt, at the Inſtigation of the Cacique Dor 
Henry, who having embrac'd the Chriſtian Faith 
was baptiz'd, he having learn'd to read and 
write, and could ſpeak Spaniſh very well, be- 
ing inſtructed in all theſe things from his In. 
fancy, by a religious Franciſcan, and the Negli- 
gence of Pieter de Vadiglio, contributed not a 
little to the Inſurrection of this Cacique, he be. 
ing Deputy to the Governour Don Diego Colum- 
bo For this Cacique having receivg a grol 
Affront from a Spaniard, made Complaint there- 


of to the Deputy Goveraour, deſiring Satis 
faction 
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faction for the Injury he had done him, beſides 


that, he had Debauch'd his Wife. The De- The Inju- 


2 RET IE. ft 
puty Lieutenant was ſo far from giving Ear to- 3 


a s f dian Ca- 
due Satisfaction to be made him, that he treated cique. 


the Cacique's Complaints, and from ordering 


him very roughly, and committed him to Pri- 
ſon ; tis true, he diſcharg'd him ſoon after, 
but not without ſome haughty and threatning 
Expreſſions. The Cacique hereupon, had Re- 


| courſe to the Royal Council of the Indies, 


which is kept in the City of St. Domingo ; but 
this Council referring the Cognizance of his 
Cauſe to Vadiglio, the Cacique ſaw himſelf in a 
worſe Condition than before, being again com- 
mitted to Priſon, and worſe treated than for- 
merly. The Cacique then thought it his ſafeſt 
Way to act the Diſſembler, with a Reſolution 
to revenge his Qnarrel with the firſt Oppor- 
tunity, which he did moſt effectually; For, no 
ſooner was he ſet at Liberty, but putting him- 
ſelf at the Head of a good Body of diſcontented 


Indian, he retir'd into the Mountains: From 


hence they made daily Excurſions, maſlacring 
all the Chriſtians that fell into their Hands, pil- 
laging their Houſes, and committing a thou- 
land Outrages in the open Country. It ſeems 
almoſt ſurprizing, how aninconfiderable Cacique 
could have the Boldnefs to appear in Arms a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, when all the Spaniſh Do- 
minions in the Indies, which were very full of 
People, were conquer'd by 300 Spaniards only. 
But it is to be oblerv'd, that theſe firſt Con- 
querers did lead a Life far different from what 
their Succefiors have done ſince there; thoſe 
lay continvally under rheir Arms upon the hard 
Ground, for fear of a Surprize, whereas theſe 
lead an idle Life, thinking of nothing but how 
to heap vp Gold and Riches. *Twas this that 

* made 


Revolt. 
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made them take little notice at firſt of the 
Cacigue's Revolt, tho' they ſaw many Negro' 
join him daily, whereof by this time they had 
ſo vaſt a Number in their Sugar-works, that 
you would have ſwore Hiſpaniola had bin tranf. 
planted to the Coaſt of Guinea. 

However the King of Spain, to ſtifle this Re- 
bellion in its Infancy, offer'd a general Pardon 
to the Cacique Don Henry and his Adherentz, 


provided they would return to their Duty; 
hut finding them reſolute to perſevere in their 


Revolt, Preparations were made to reduce 
them by force of Arms. 

In the mean while, it ſeems as if God thought 
fit to puniſh the Guilt of Vadiglio, who had hin 
the Cauſe of theſe: Diſturbances, by the il 
Treatment put upon the Cacique, inſtead of do. 
ing him Juſtice: For, ia his return from the 
Indies to Spain, aboard a. Veſlel richly loaden, 
the ſame was ſwallow'd up in the Sea, with al 
the Men and Riches that were aboard her. We 
may look upon this Accident as an Effect of 
God's juſtice, who ſometimes puniſhes in this 
World, ſuch as make an ill Uſe of their Autho- 
rity, to oppreſs thoſe that lye under Mis 
fortunes. 

The rebellious Cacique, with his Followers, 
was retreated into the Woods and Mountains, 
inacceſſible by reaſon of the many ſtanding 
Waters and Marſhes that ſurrounded them: 
However, Captain Francis Barrio having Teceivd 
a Commiſſion from the King and the Royal 
Council of the Indians, to ſuppreſs this Infurrettl 


on, went abroad with thirty Spaniards only, 


with an Intention to get ſome Intelligence col- 
cerning the preſent Condition of the Rebels, 
in order to reduce them by Force, in caſe the) 


could not be prevail d upon, to lay down thelr 
Arms 


\ 
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Arms. The Captain being advanc'd near the 
Place were the Cacique, who headed the Rehels, 
had his head Quarters at that time, was forced 
with his Men to paſs, for half a League toge- 
ther, through fenny Places, where they ſome- 
times fell into the Water up to the Arm- pits, 
till at laſt ſeeing ſome Indians in their Canoos, 
they ask d them certain Queſtions concerning 


the Cacique Don Henry and his Forces. They con- 


tinued all that Night under their Arms, for 
fear of being ſurpriz d; but at the ſame time 
diſpatch'd ſome Indians to the Cacique, to give 
notice of their Arrival, and that they had cer- 
tain Propoſitions of Peace to offer to him from 
the King of Spain. The next Day twelve In. 
dians ſent by the Cacique, and conducted by one 
of his beſt Captains, came in their Canoes to the 
Place where the Spaniards ſtood at their Arms; 
but Captain Faxcis Barrio, to remove all Cauſe 
and Suſpicion of Fear, met them at ſome diſt- 
ance from the reſt of his Men, and embraced 
them. They told him, that the Cacique was 
indiſpos'd, and, that otherwiſe he would have 
come in Perſon to ſee him. 


The Spaniſh Captain, without heſitatiag upon Bo!dneſ? 
the matter, reſolv'd to go and pay a Viſit to f a Spa- 


the Cacique, tho? thoſe that were along with 
mander. 


him were againſt it, repreſenting to him the 
terrible Paſſages cover'd with Briars and 
Thorns, and many other Difficulties they were 
to over- come: But he told them; That God 
and the King's Service requird it; That they 
had ſurmounted as great Odſtacles as theſe long 
Ago, and that, as the Caſe ſtood, they could not 
retreat with any Hopes of Safety, even tho" 


their Lives lay at Stake. He was no ſooner 
come in fight of the Cacique Don Henry's Quar. 
ters, but he ſent an Indian to give him notice of 


21 his 


259 


Com- 


—_—_— —— — — — — 
— — — — — 2 


r — 
— — - 
2 » > 


8 
Klin — 


1 


— * 


de” 
7 
1 
4% 
1 
M1 
ty 
bi 
+] 
o 
$2 
NI 
N 
# 
3 


The General HISTORY 


his coming, to aſſare him of his ſincere Intenti- 


ons, and to let him know, that he was come at- 
tended only by a few, to take away all occaſion 
of Suſpicion ; That he had a Commiſſion from 
the King of Spain, to aſſure him, that he would 
pardon every thing that was paſs'd, if he would 
return to his Duty. The Cacique deputed im- 
mediately one of his Chief Officers to the Spaniſh 
Captain, to let him know, that he might come 
to him with all imaginable Security. They 
embrac'd one another at their firſt meeting, and 
ſeated themſelves under the Shade of a Tree on 
a kind of Callicoe Quilt, or Carpet. Captain 
Tumacco an Indian, one of the moſt redoubtable 
Enemies of the Chriſtians, and who had bin a 
conſtant Plague to them, came alſo with fire 
other Captains to embrace the Spaniard ; for it is 
to be oblerv'd, that the Cacique Henry had un- 
der him fix Captains or Leaders ; they wore 
Swords, and were arm'd after the European 
manner, except that inſtead of a Cuiraſs, they 
wore a kind of Breaſt- Armour of twiſted Cords 


.of a red Colour. 


The Spaniſh Captain told the Cacique, That 


he was highly oblig'd to the King's Mercy and 


Goodneſs, who was willing to paſs by and bury 
in Oblivion all his paſs'd Faults, and to receive 
him into his Favour. He then deliver d to him 
a Letter from the King, which being read 
in the Preſence of all that were there on the 
Spot, the Cacique kiſgd it, and then, to ſhew his 
Reſpect, laid it upon his Head; He alſo gave 
him a Letter of Safety from the Royal Council 
of the Indies, ſealed with the Seal of the 
Chancery, kept in the City of St. Domingo. He 
added, That, in caſe he now refus'd the Pardon 
offer d him from the King, he muſt expect no- 
thing but War, without any Hopes cf a Peace 

ol 


of VOYAGES and TRAVELS. 8 


or Truce, till he were iatirely reduc'd. Re- 
member, ſaid he to him, that for theſe 13 1 
Years laſt paſt, ſince you have withdrawn your 
ſelf from your Allegiance due to the King, you 
have not enjoy'd one Minutes Reſt, being o- 
blig'd to lurk and hide your ſelf in unhabitable 
and inacceſſible Places; whereas on the other 
Hand, if you return to your Duty, it is left to 
your Choice to pitch upon the moſt convenient 
and pleaſant Place in the Iſland, ſuch as you ſhall 
beſt approve of, to paſs the remainder of your 
Days in Quiet. 

Theſe Arguments had the deſir'd Effect upon 
the Cacique; He told him; That the Affront he 
had receiv d from the Spaniards, had moved him 
to take up Arms againſt them; but that, for 
the future, he promis d an inviolable Fidelity 
| to the King : That he would immediately call 

back all the Indians he had ſent abroad in divers 
| Parts of the Iſland, to annoy the Spaniards, and 
| would reſtore the Negro Slaves to their Maſters. 
They embrac'd once more at parting, with mu- 
tual Aſſurances of Friendſhip, and the Cacique 

ſent a Captain and another Indian, to conduct 
the Spantards to the Sea- ſide. Theſe two drank 
| ſo much Wine. that the Spaniards thought they 
7 would have dy'd upon the Spot, being not us'd 
e to this kind of Liquor. As their Death might 
baue bin laid at the Door of the Spaniards, which 
. 
e 


would have prov'd very unlucky at this Con- 
juncture, they made them ſwallow down good 7he Revolt 
Store of Oil, which, with ſome other proper ends in a 
Remedies, brought them to themſelves : Be- Face. 
] fore they were ſent back, the Spaniſh Captain 
e made them a Preſent of ſome Cloths for them 
0 and their Chief Officers, and of a rich Veſt for 
1 the Cacique, Don Henry. The Indians are a 
8 fickle Generation, they mult be fix'd and en- 
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The General HISTORY 


gag d by ſmall Preſents, to keep them in a good 


Underſtanding with the Chriſtians. h 

It appears by the Books of the Chamber of 
Accounts, that the Charges of the War carry 
on for 13 Years ſucceſſively againſt the Cacique 


_ amounted to 400000 Pounds of Gold, taken 


out of the King's Treaſury. "Twas ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected that this War was under-hand fo. 
mented, or at leaſt protracted by ſome, which 


at laſt ended in an honourable Peace, for the 


Cacique and his Adherents, conſidering the vaſt 
Diſproportion betwixt him, and the Power of 
that Prince againſt whom he had taken up 
Arms. But it was thought moſt adviſeable to 
bring Matters to a Reconciliation, by granting 
a general Act of Oblivion of all the Murders, 
Robberies, and other Depredations or Dama» 


ges they had committed upon the Spaniards, It 


was alſo left to the Cacique's own Choice, to 
chuſe what Places he thought beſt and moſt con- 
venient in the Iſland, for his Reſidence and thoſe 
that belong'd to him: The King of Spain being 
more inclinable to grant an honourable Peace to 
theſeRebels, than to expoſe his ChriſtianSubjeds 
any longer to their Rage. Beſides, that this Ca- 
cique being baptiz'd in his Infancy, and his Do- 
minions containing a great Number of Men, 
with their Wives and Families, it was hop, 
not without Reaſon, that this Peace would prove 


a Means to augment the Number of Chriſtians 


in that Ifle. Neither were they miſtaken in 
their Aim ; For, all thoſe that had any Depen- 
dance on him, by the Example and Perſuaſion 
pf their Leader, receiv'd Baptiſm, and for ever 
after cultivated a good Correſpondeace with 
the Europeans. GE 


CHAP, 


of VOYAGES and TRAVELS, 


CHAP. VIL 


Of certain particular Curioſities relating to 


the Indies ; Of the moſt conſiderable Ri- 
vers; Of their Gold and Silver Mines, 
and their manner of digging for, and ma- 
naging of Gola. 
Here are innumerable Proofs which con- 
vince us of that Foreſight of Nature, 
according to which ſhe provides for us ever 
thing that is neceſſary for our Snbſiſtance. We 
have told you already, with what Dexterity the 
Indians ſtrike Fire, with a Piece of pointed Iron 
of about a Foot long and half an Inch thick; if 


they happen to make any Stay in the Country, 
and ſtand in need either of Light or Fire, to 


dreſs their Victuals or otherwiſe, they take two How the 
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ſmall Sticks, very dry and light, which they Indians 


tye together, and lay at length upon the Aike fire. 


Ground; betwixt theſe two they fix the Point 
of the Iron, and turning it with the ſwifteſt 
Motion that poſſibly they can, betwixt their 
Hands, the Point of the lron by being thus vio- 
lently rubb d betwixt the two Sticks, is heated, 
and ſoon after ſets the Sticks on Fire. This 
Way of ſtriking of Fire, which has ſomething 
peculiar in it, is frequently made uſe of among 


after the ſame manner as the Indians do, With- 
out going ſo far, we fee frequently the Axel- 
trees of Chariots, and Cables of Ships, take 
tire by too violent a Motion. 


T 4 


£ 


Salt 
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the Indians, Pliny tells us, Fire may be made by 1 b. 2. 
rubbing two Sticks againſt one another, much Hiit. Nat. 
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De General HISTORY: 

Salt is no leſs neceſſary than Fire, for the Sup- 
port of Life. In thoſe Places of the Indies, 
where they have no Salt, they have a Way of 
boiling Sea water, to ſupply the Defe& of na. 

_ tural Salt-Springs. However, they have Mong. 
tiains which produce vaſt Quantities of a tran. 
Indian ſparent Saline Criſtal, not inferiour in Goodneſ; 
_ to our European Salt. Theſe Criſtals are carryd 
to moſt Parts of the Indies, and exchanged for 
other Commodities; ſome Pieces of them 
weigh above a hundred Weight, ſo that they 
are forc'd to break them into ſeveral Pieces, 

for the Conveniency of Carriage, 
The River The River Qzama is one of the moſt conſide. 
Ozama. rable of the Indies, it paſſes through the City of 
St. Domingo, unto which it is both a great Or- 
nament and fingular Conveniency, its Entrance 
being very deep, ſo that Ships of a conſiderable 
Bur then may come up to the very Houſes of that 
City; however, the Waters of that River being 
brackiſh there, by reaſon of the Vicinity of the b 
Sea, they are oblig'd to fetch their Sweet Water a 
above a League higher up the River. The River MW 1 
The River Neiva carries its Current croſs the whole Ille, t 
Neiva. diſcharging it ſelf into the Sea on the North t 
ſide; but it is ſcarce Navigable, valeſs near its fl 

Te River Entrance. The River Nizao is a very fair 


Nizao- River, tho* ſomewhat leſs than the reſt; its M 7 
Banks are lin'd with Sugar-canes, handſome WM 
Gardens, good Corn-fields, and excellent Pa- 

ſtures, which feed abundance of Cattel. The M t 

12 River Banks of the River Haina are alſo full of Sugat- MI ! 
an canes, its Waters are very excellent and fal- 
brious, tho not very deep, and the adjacent Wh ! 

Grounds exceeding fertile; it diſembogues in- 

to the Sea on the South. ſide of the Iſle. The WM ( 

> River River Nioza derives its Name from a certain t 

un ſmall Creature, which inſinuates it ſelf into the 


Fleſh 


of VoyAces and TRAVELS. . 


Fleſh at the Extremities of the Toes, where it 
cauſes moſt violent Pains, and ſometimes Death; 
it not timely taken care of. The Banks on 
both Sides of this River are cover'd with Sugar- 
canes 3 the Paſture Grounds which are behind 
them, and its many Channels it ſends forth into 
the adjacent Country, are of great Uſe to the 
lahabitants; *tis only Four Leagues diſtant from 


; 

St, Domingo. The Jana is one of the moſt ra- The River 
1 pid Rivers of all this Ifle, it runs through the Juna. 

| 


Province of Bonae, and falls into the Sea on 


i the North-ſide of it. Jache is a Name belong- Tie River 
ing to two Rivers in the Iſle of Spain, one joins Jache. 


- W its Water with the ſpacious River Neiva, and 


f W changes its Name as ſoon as it falls into it. The 1,,:5e; 
. other Jac he is a River much celebrated for its wer Ja- 
e daline Springs upon its Banks; which are alſo che. 

e embelliſh'd with delightful Fields, Paſture- 


t W Grounds and Medows; it has a very rapid 


8 Current. The Hatibonico is another large River, De River 
at 


Ie but very rapid on the Weſt- ſide of the Iſle; the *! 
er adjacent Country affords excellent Corn. fields. 


er There are beſides theſe, many other Rivers in 
e, this lle, which afford great Plenty of Fiſh, as 
h the Macoris, the Catui, the Cibao, where they 
ts fin for Gold. 

ir The Uſe of Gold is of a very ancient date. 
ts WM Pliny tells us, that Cadmus was the firſt who 
ne W found out Gold, and the way of melting it: 
a- Others attribute it to Thoas, or to Lailides, or 
he to the San, Son of the Ocean, unto whom Gellius 
If - likewiſe aſcribes the firſt -Uſe of Medicines. 
lv- W God commanded Aoſes to take Gold and Silver 
ent WW from the Vaelites, for the Uſe of the Taberna- 
| cle he was to erect. When Toſeph. Surveyor 


to be filled with Corn, and the Money they had 
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100. 


General of Egypt, order'd his Brothers Sacks 


brought along with them, to be put uppermoſt 
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The Genera HISTORY 
in each Sack, he caus'd a Silver Cup to be laid 
in that of the youngeſt, beſides his Portion of 
Money. The ſame Joſeph was ſold by his Bro. 
thers into Egypt, to the Iſhmaelites, for Money; 


which ſufficicatly proves the Antiquity of the 


Uſe of Silver and Gold, and of other Metal; 


Pliny likewiſe relates of Servius Tullius, King of 


Rome, That he was the firſt who introduced a 
Golden Coin, and that before that Time they 
us'd it only in rough Pieces ; he put the Stamp 
of a Sheep upon this Coin, whence the Latin; 
have given the Name of Pecunia to all coin'd 
Metals. | 

After the Spaniards had made King Atabaliba 
their Priſoner, in 1533. they ſent to the King 
of Spain for his fifth Share 400000 Golden pi. 
ſtoles, the other 160000c being divided among 
thoſe who had aſſiſted in this Conqueſt ; each 
common Soldier had for his Share 90eo Pi- 
ſtoles; the Officers according to their reſpective 
Degrees, ſome 15000, ſome 20000, and ſome 
50200. This Vitory was not inferiour to that 


the Spaniards obtained over King Montazuma in 


New Spain, Tis very remarkable, that juſt 
when the Forces deſign'd by his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty againſt the Indians, were aſlembling at 
Barcelona, four Ships arriv'd in that Port loaden 
with Ingots of Gold, valued at two Millions 
of Money, being the Spoils of that Victory ob- 


tain'd by Francis Pizaro, Governour of Peru, 


over the before mentiond Atabaliba. There 
are laſtances of entire ſolid Pieces of Gold 
being found, of 3000 or 400 Piſtoles in 

Weight. | 
Hiſpaniola produces Gold in divers Parts 
its Mountains, as well as its Rivers, con- 
tain a good Store of it, eſpecially the River 
C:bao, which is very Famous for the great 
| Quantity 


of VoyAcrs and TRAVELS. 


Quantity of Gold it affords ; but after all, the 
Charge of finding it is more than moſt People 
can well imagine; beſides that, it is not always 
of the ſame Fineneſs or Goodneſs, tho' it be 
taken out of one and the ſame Mine or River. 
The Indians frequently mix Silver and other 
Metals among the Gold they exchange with the 
Europeans, The Virgin Gold is found in the Gold 
Rivers, on their Banks, or in the Waters, and where and 
ſometimes alſo in the Mountains. Thoſe who _— N 
make it their Profeſſion to manage the Gold fen 
Traffick, maintain a great Number of - 
lian Slaves for that purpoſe. They cauſe the 
round, where they ſuppoſe they may find 
7 Gold, to be well cleans'd of the Sand, Stones, 
„ Shrubs and Trees that ſtand in their way; 
g after which, they begin to digg about eight or 
ten Feet ſquare, but ſcarce above a Foot deep; 
if they meet with a Gold-vein, they digg deep= © 
e er, and what ever is caſt up they waſh very 
e vell, to ſeparate the Gold from the Earth. 
Whenever they come to the rocky Part, 
in vithout getting Sight of any Gold, they 
| ww off digging there, and begin at another 
* ace. 
C So ſoon as any one has diſcover'd a Gold 
en Mine, he is oblig'd to give notice thereof to the 
ne WT King's Commiſſioners, but eſpecially to the 
be Wy >urveyor of the Royal Mines, for him to cauſe 
it to be meaſur'd; becanſe no body is allow d to 
re digg in thoſe Grounds which are reſerv'd and 
d mark'd for the King's Uſe : The Trauſgreſſors 
in are puniſh'd as ſeverely as Highway-men ; but 

the firſt Commer may digg in the Grounds next 
ts; adjacent to the King's; tho? it frequently hap. 
pens, that a Mine contiguous to a very rich 
Gold Mine, produces little or nothing, or at 
leaſt only Silver. Thus it happen'd to a certain 

| Port u- 
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Portugueſe nam d Mela, who in a little time 

dug out of his Mine to; the Value of Coco pi. 

ſtoles in Gold, whereas thoſe that were em. 

ploy'd in the Contiguous Mines, did not pet 
enough to defray their Charges. ; 

How i: s That the Gold whilſt it is brought out of the 

manaz'd, Mines may not be waſted, they put the Earth 

they dig in Baskets of Ozier or Cane, and 

then waſh it well withWater,to ſeparate it from 

the Gravel or Sand; this is commonly the Em. 

ployment of the Indian Women: They go into 

the Water up to the Middle, holding the 

Basket by two Handles, and thus ſhaking them 

to and from the Water, waſh away all the Su- 

perfluities, the more ponderous Part, which con- 

tains the Gold, remaining ſettled at the Bottom 

of the Basket. They are here ſo induſtrious in 

the Search after Gold, that they will dry up 

whole Brooks, and divert the Courſe of Riv. 

lets, to ſind the Gold in the Sand and Gravel 

at the Bottom of them; tis ſufficiently proy'd 

by Experience, that the Gold is carry'd along 

by the Torrents, from the Mountains in the 

Vallies and Rivers; tis alſo found ſometimes 

in the open Fields, which if it happen, they 

conclude, the whole circumjacent Grounds to 

contain Gold Mines; but moſt commonly the 

Die greateſt Quantity of it, is found at the Foot of 

„ %“ the Mountains. Sometimes a Gold Mine is of 

Mines, no great Extent on the Surface, but reaches 

very deep towards the Center of the Earth; in 

ſuch a Caſe they dig as if they intended to 

make a Well, and the deeper they go, the more 

Gold they meet with; but they muſt take care 

the Ground don't fink from above upon tie 


ance of ſubterrancous Mines in Hiſaniola. 


1 70 


Work- men, and ſtifle them. There are abuud-: 
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To take due precaution againſt this Acci- 
dent, Pliny ſays, That thoſe. that work'd in 
the Mines, us'd to ſupport the Earth above 
them, with Planks and Trunks of Trees. He 
relates this of Aſturia, Galicia and ſome other 
Countries of Spain, which he ſays, afford but 
little Grain and other Neceſlaries of Life, but 
in lien thereof are exceeding rich in Gold Mines, 
and that every Year they us'd to bring out of 
the Mines of Afuria, no leſs then 20000 
weight of it. Theſe Gold Mines, Pliny ſpeaks 
of, muſt at preſent be exhauſted 3; yet there 
is yet remaining ſome Silver, Copper and Iron 
Mines in Spain, which are of great Advantage 
tothe King. 

The further you find the Gold remov'd 
from its original Place of Nativity (as we 
may call it) the more refin'd it is, being 
carry'd along by the Torrents that fall from 
the Mountains, or by the Currents of the 
Rivers. *Tis alſo worth Obſervation, that the 
Virgin Geld appears purer, and cares a better 
Luſtre, before it is touch'd by the Fire. lt 
happens ſometimes, that 1a digging, they find 
a Gold Vein which diſperſes it ſelf into an 
infinite Number of Branches no bigger than a 
Thread or Needle, which meeting at a certain 
Concavity fills it quite up, ſo that penetrating 
through the Pores of the Earth, it gathers 
there like melted Wax; For, whilſt it is under 
Ground it is whitiſh and pliable, you may 
handle and mould it as eaſily as mollify'd 
Wax; but it becomes hard, ſo ſoon as it is 
expos'd to the Air. No Body is permitted 
to dig, or go in queſt of Gold, without a 
Warrant ſign'd by the King's Commiſſioners ; 
it they do, and are diſcover'd, all they get is 
trtcited to the King of Spain, 3 
CHAP. 
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or Men- the Indies ſuch like Men-eating Nations, who 


Eaters, 


The Generel HISTORY 
CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Manners and particular Cuſtoms of 
ſome of the Inhabitants of the Continent 


in the Indies. 
W- read in many Paſlages of Plizy's Natura 

| Hiſtory, that in Scythia there were cer- 
tain People, who fed upon Humane Fleſh, and 
drunk their Blood in Cups made of Men's 
Skulls; they us'd to pull out the Teeth of 
thoſe they had ſlain, and ware them for Orna- 


ments fake about their Necks, whence they | 


were call d Antropophagi ; they liv'd beyond 


feed upon humane Fleſh, and who ſacrifice Men, 
juſt as formerly the People of Thrace offer'd 
up Strangers to their fe Divinities. The 
Savages inhabiting on the Continent of the 
Indies, call'd Chorotegas or Caribes, wage Wat 
with their Neighbours, chiefly for the Benefit 
of taking Priſoners, whom they devour. They 
are a Generation without the leaſt Senſe of Hu- 
manity, much leſs of Pitty, who differ from 
wild Bears only in outward Shape. They ſhew 
not the leaſt Symtoms of any good Laclinat}- 
ons, and even ſuch as have bin taken in their 
Infancy, and educated among the Chriſtians, 
return in time to their vicious Diſpoſition. 
They are ſo much addicted to Cruelty and Vene- 
ry, that it is next to an Impoſſibility to make 
them deſiſt from it, it is as it were natural to 

them. | 
*'Tis a very common thing in the Indies, to 
meet with Monſters and monſtrous _ 
ome» 


of Voyacts and TRAVELS. 
ſometimes ſuch like happen alſo in Europe. The 


joth of July, in the Year 1533. the Wife of 4" In- 
John Lopez, A Native of Sevile, but then living 5 
at St. Domingo in the Indies, was brought to Bed z;;;1,. 


of two Daughters grown together; all the 
chief Inhabitants of that City, who had the 
Curioſity of coming to the Houſe to ſee the Mo- 
ther and theſe monſtrous Children, were Eye 
wWitneſſes of this ſingular Accident. They were 
join d together from the Stomach and Breaſts. to 
the Navel ; each of theſe two Children had two 
Arms, each a Head, and a well featur d Faces, 
each its peculiar Neck ; their Bodies, from the 
Navel down to the Feet were alſo ſeparated : 
They had each its peculiar Name given them in 
their Baptiſm ; the Prieſt, after having ſprin- 
kled the Baptiſm Water over one of their Heads, 
baptizing the other likewiſe, with theſe addi- 
tional Words, 1f thou art not bapti& d already; 
being under ſome doubt, whether they had two 
diſtiaft Souls. This monſtrous Birth dying in 
about 18 Days after, was open'd, and all the 
Entrails found double, two Livers, two 
Hearts, two Inteſtines; however, the two 
Livers wereſcloſed together, being parted only 
by a skinny Thread. The Navel, which on the 
outſide ſeem'd to be only ſingle, was ſeparated 


one of them, enter'd within the Concavity of 
the others Belly, they being from thence 
actually ſeparated downwards, for each had 
two Thighs, two Legs, Feet, Ce. One 
dy'd about an Hour before the other; but it is 
to be obſervd, that the ſame Child being born 
and brought into the World an Hour before, 
they may be ſaid to have liv'd the ſelf ſame 
ume. A remarkable Difference was obſerv'd in 


4 
— © 


83 
e- 


other 


within, ſo that one of the Navel-ſtrings, of 


their Actions; for one would cry, whilſt the 


| 
| 
| 
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was eaſie to infer that they were two di 


' AfreſoWa- thence you ſee ariſe a ſmall Spring or Spot 
ter Spring 


in the Sea, 


A hot 


Spring in boiling Spring of Water, ſo that, if yon 


the midſtof your Hand into it, and take up ſome of W 
a River. 


and very pleaſant to the taſte. The Realone 


The General HISTORY © 
other was quiet; one would ſleep, whilſt thes 
was awake; and ſo in the ſame manner 
their natural Functions, Piſſing, &c. When 

Bodies, animated by two Souls. 9 
And ſince in this and the preceeding Cl 
ter, we have enter'd upon the Thema 
extraordinary Accidents, we muſt not paß 
in Silence, a certain miraculous Spring whil 
ariſes in the midſt of the Sea, not far from 
Iſle of Navaza, being a ſmall uninhabited 
betwixt Hiſpaniola and Jamaica, about 
Degrees from the Equinoctial Line. In the 
Sea about half a League from the Shoar of 
Iſle of Navara, there are certain Rocks whil 
you may plainly diſcover under Water; it 


bove the Sea Waves, in ſuch a manner, that 
may plainly diſtinguifh-the ſweet Water ob 
Spring, without any Intermixture of the 
Water. The Spour is of the thickneſs af 
Man's Arm, and ariſes from the Rocks yi 
under the ſalt Water, at leaſt five Foot a 
from their top to the Surface of the Sea. 

In the Iſle of St. Domingo; not far from 
Country of the Cannibals, about 14 Degiet 
beyond the Equinoctial Line, there is a tm 
River, not above twenty Paces broad at 
Mouth, and ſcarce four or five Foot deepy Wl 
der the Water of this River, you meet will 


Sand from the Bottom, you would think J@ 
had your Hand full of warm Aſhes. al 
3 confines its Water only to the Bot 
of the River, that on the Sui face being 


it doubtleſs is, That a certain Subter ran 
| Streall 


— 
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Stream of Water which paſſes through the 
Sulphur Mines, communicates its Heat to this 
{Spring ; and what confirms this Opinion, is, 
That about 300 Paces beyond it, there iſſues a 
Spring out of the bare Earth, the Water 
whereof is ſo hot, that you can't keep it in your 
Mouth without Danger of burning it. On the 
Banks of this River, is found abundance of 
Gold. | 


- - PA * * 
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Concerning ſome Plants and Fruits peculiar 
to the Indies. 


NE Plant call d Ages by the Indians, is a The Plant 
T kind of Turnep, growing under ground ; Ages. 
the Leaves not unlike to the Ivy : They Plant 
them in a Line, the Ground being raisd a little 
above them; it grows up and produces Leaves 
Immediately, which afford a Shade that pre- 
ſerves the Fruit, which does not come to full 
maturity till at five or ſix Months end; it is 
tie ordinary Food of Labourers, who eat it 
inſtead of Bread with Fiſh and Fleſh 3 whence ir 
Is that you meet with it in moſt Gardens. The 
Indians and Negroes have ſcarce any other al- / 
lowance for their Food; when it is broil'd it 

reines much better, and is often eaten after 
Supper, with Wine, to help digeſtion. They 
weigh ſometimes three or four Pound a piece, 
they have a white or reddiſh Paring, the Pulp is 
not unlike a Tornep. 1 5 6 
The Poraro's grow in vaſt Qafftities in the 7v/229's 
Indies, being one of the helt Fruits the 1ndians 


kked upon, being, when they are well dreſs d, 
noc 
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not inferior to-many of the beſt Fruits of Eu. there 
rope. They are propagated in the ſame manner Y moſt 
as the Ages, and tis very probable they are of there 


the ſame Kind, there being ſo near a Reſem- Clim 


blance betwixt their Leaves, and Shape, only cif 
that the Poraro's have a much finer taſte, being beg i 
fit to beferv'd up on a Prince's Table : When pairs 


they are well dteſs'd, they will keep good in {@all 

all the Voyage, from America to Spain, provi- 

ded they are not detain'd too long by con. p19 
trary Winds, for otherwiſe they will be ! ch 
ſpoil'd. 1 AJ 

The Fruit Jajama is the fineſt and moſt excellent Fruit Y and 
Jajama. in the World: It reſembles in Shape to a Pine- Y Apr; 
Apple, but its beautiful Colour is not to be Y fy' 
expreſs d by Words, containing more Variety Illes. 
of Colours than the Peacock's Tail: It is usd 1 Tha 

and cut in Slices, like Melons ; but the Pulp is I 774. 
more juicy, and caſts ſo agreeable and ſtrong a T 
Scent, that one of them is enough to perfume Y Fry; 

a large Apartment: The Rind reſembles the Y and 
Scales of Fiſh rais d, and lying cloſe one upon I mak 
another. This Fruit grows upon a thorny Shrub Y he |; 

or Thiſtle with long rough Leaves: The Stem Y Fat 

of this Shrub is ſtrait and round, and each Y 1:4! 
produces no more than one ſingle Fruit; they Y F 
require ten Months, or a whole Year, to bring F of « 
them to their full maturity; notwithſtanding and 
which, they grow in ſuch Plenty in the Indie, Y pyn 

that they are little regarded and very cheap : \ 
They won't keep above fourteen Days, and the 
then are apt to rot. In certain Places of the Y 11 
Continent, the Indians make a ſort of Wine of YÞ the 
this Fruit; *tis very ſweet, but is not near ſo like 


good as the European Wines. to 
Euro. All ſuch Trees as were tranſplanted out of Y ſive 
3 - Europe, in the Jadies, as the Orange, Citron, } 


be Indies. Figg, Pomegranate, and other Trees, muleiply Ma 
| there 


Por 


, 
; 


Indies. 
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there in a moſt prodigious manner, and afford 
moſt excellent Fruits. Vines thrive as well 
there as any of the reſt; but, becanſe the 
Climate is hot, and the Ground continually 
moiſt, ſo ſoon as the Grapes are gather'd they 
begin to produce new ones, which much im- , , ,, 
airs and ſpends their natural Sap or Juice ia a nine 
ſmall time. The Olive Trees are very fair and long. 
large here, yet produce no Fruit, but only a 
Bloſſom. It is a certain Obſervation, That 8 
ſuch Trees as bear Fruit with Kernels in with Kur- 
them, thrive but indifferently in the Indies, nels don't 
and ſcarce ever bare any Fruit. Thus the rive. 
Apricot, Apple, and Chet ry-Trees, either 

ſow'd or tranſplanted in ſeveral Parts of theſe 

Iſles, never came to any things Pliny ſays, Lib. 12. 
That the Olive-Trees bare no Fruit in the 


The Tree Guazuama brings forth a certain 
Fruit, which the Indians put into their Drink, 
and makes them as Fat as Hogs. If they can 
make a Horſe to Drink of this Mixture, be 
he never ſo Lean, he will grow Plump and 
Fat in a little time. The Tree Gaga bares 
mall White Figs with ſmall Kernels, like the 
European Figs, and are very well taſted. Qut 
of the Bark of this Tree, they make Cords; 
and out of theſe Cprds, their Shoes and 
Pumps. 

Wild Vines grow plentifully in all Parts of 
the Indies, as well on the Contineat as in the 
Illes, and bear a tolerable good Grape or Raſins z 
they creep up to the very Top of the Trees, 
like our Vines, if they be cultivated and ty'd - 
to Stalks; they produce a much better and 
ſweeter Fruit. ä "FE 

Pliny ſpeaking of Turpentine Trees ſays, The Lib. 4 
Male bares no Fruit, and that is of two ſorts ; 

| U 2 one 


26 The Geral HISTORY 
one bearing a Red, the other a Vellow Fruit, ſpa 
which ripens about 'the ſame time that Grapes of 


do, being of the bigneſs of a Bean, and of a Poli 
very agreeable Scent : When it is touch'd it Pea 


emits a kind of a raſinous Subſtance. Theſe ſca: 
Trees grow on Mount 74a, not far from Troy; ing 
and in Macedonia, and about Damas : Theſe acq 


Trees briag forth certaiaBowls containing ſome Tre 
ſmall Animals, which ſing like Graſshoppers ; find 
and out of the Bark of the Tree iſſues a Taſinous Ch: 
Indi:n viſcous Liquor The Turpentine of the Product cha 
Tuypen- of the Indies, is different from that whereof hap 


eme. Pliny has given us a Delcriptioa ; for tho' they rail 
have a kind of ſmall Creatures, not unlike tou 
thoſe mention'd by this Author, from which Pat 
iſſues a ſort of raſinous Subſtance, it is of quite for 
another Nature than Tarpentine. its 


The Cel- The Celba is ihe largeſt Tree that grows in tol 
ba, a large the Indies. One of theſe Trees near the City M .wh 
Tee. of St. Domingo, was of ſo vaſt a Bulk, that Y thc 


fourteen Men holding one another by the Hand, W 
could not graſp it; and to this Day, in the ( 
Woods on the Continent, are ſome to be ſeen fer 
not much leſs than that was; the inferior is, 


Part or Pit of this Tree, is ſpungy and light, alu 
and eaſie to be cut: Ihis bulky Tree affords no 
a very agreeable and ſpacious Shade, this be- dif 


ing the only thing it is good for; whereas are 

Trees that there are divers Trees in the Indies, the Shade lik 
en whereof produces moſt inſopportabie Pains in and 
by their the Head, and ſometimes kills thoſe that tarry Tr 
Shade too long underneath them; of this Kind is that Pal 
Tree from which the Caribe; draw their Poiſon, mo 
wherewith they envenom their Arrows. The pet 

Fruit of the Tree Celva opens it ſelf at the al 
approach of the Sun-beams, and contains 4 an 
woolly Subſtance. in the midſt whereof are Pa 


+ Afmall Grains or Kernels, which are the Seed of 
the Trees. la 


In the Weſtern Parts of Hiſpaniola, for the 
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ſpace of 400 Leagues, you ſhall meet with a fort le- 


of Apple-Trees, 


the Fruit whereofis a mortal T5 29i- 


Poiſon: Theſe Apples ſmell like our Muſcade in /**** 
Pears, and ſo fair to the Eye, that one can 
ſcarce ſmell to, and look at them, without be- 
ing tempted to taſte them; ſuch as being not 
acquainted with the poiſonous Quality of this 
Tree, and tarry for ſome time under its Shade, 
find themſelves ſtupify d with their Eyes, 
Checks, and whole Face ſwell'd; and if by 
chance, the Dew that falls from this Tree, 
happens to touch them, it burns like Fire, and 
raiſes Bliſters and Pimples on the Skin; if it 
touches the Eyes. it makes them burſt, and the 
Party remains blind for ever: A Man can't ſtay 
for any conſiderable time near a Fire made of 
its Wood, without being ſeiz'd with an in- 
tolerable Head-ach, and a certain Heavincſs, 
which affects both Men and Beaſt; ſuch is 
the Malignity of the J.ice contain'd in this 


Wood. 


One thing wherein the Trees in the Indies dif- 
fer from thoſe of Europe, Africa, and Aſia, 
is, That the firſt never caſt their Leaves, being Trees al- 


always Green throughout the whole Year. *Tis #4z:Green 


no hard matter, to find out the Reaſon of this in /e lu- 


difference; becauſe all the Seaſons in the Indies, 


die. 


are temperate and moi:t, the whole Year being 
like one continu'd Spring. The Olive, the Laurel, 
and Palm. Tree, Myrtle, Cypreſs, and Pine- 
Tree, never part with their Leaves, in what 
Part ſoever of this Country they grow; no 
more than many other wild Trees, as the juni - 
per, the Cedar, Turpentine, the Tamarisk, &c. 
all which are continually Green here. The Canes 
and Reeds, enjoy the ſame Advantage in theſe 
Parts. Pliny tells us, That the Trees which 
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grow about Memphis, and in the Country of 
Thsbaida, never . loſt their Leaves, nay, not 
even the Vines. 
' apply'd to the Indian Trees; but on the other 
But dow; Hand, they are not very durable. Their na- 
gontinue tural radical Juice or Moiſture, is diſpers'd in a 
_ £o0d for 
any long longer any Fruits; ſo that they are oblig'd to 
me. pull them up, and plant others in their Places. 
The Beams and Planks made of theſe Trees ate 
of no long Duration; the Poſts, Doors, and 
Windows made of them periſh daily, and are 
ſoon conſum'd by the Worms. Perhaps ſome. 


thing of the Fault may be laid at the Work. 


mens doors, who make uſe of it whillt it is yet 
quite Gree, 


LENA F.+ bo 


Some peculiar Obſervations concerning cer- 
tain Trees in the Indies, whereof they pre- 
are mot excellent Medicines for the Care 


of Wounds, and other Diſeaſes. 


N all Parts of Hiſpaniola, as well as on the 
| Continent, you meet with vaſt Numbers of 


Trees cover'd with Thorns, they grow wild, 


and out of the firſt Leaves ſprouting forth 0- 

thers, and out of the ſecond others ſtill, con- 

„ tignousat the Extremities to one another, they 

A Wediei-ferye inſtead of Branches. They take the 


. ww Leaves and Thorns of this Tree, bruiſe them, 


Cure of and ſpread them upon a Linnen- cloth, like 2 
Plaiſter; this they apply to a broken Leg or 
Arm, after it has bin well ſet before. This 
88 Plaiſter 


broken 
Limbs. 


This may very well be 


ſhort time, they dwindle away, and bear no 
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plaiſter re- unites and ſtreagthens the broken 

part to a Miracle; they leave it upon the 

Wound, till it has per form'd its Operation, 

and when it is perfectly cur'd, it falls off it 

ſelf, The Fruit of this Tree is of a reddiſh 

Colour, of the bigneſs of an Olive, cover'd 

on the out-ſide with almoſt imperceptible 

Prickles, which ſting your Fingers When you 

touch it: They make of this Fruit a kind of 

Paſte, which they cut in Pieces of an Inch 

ſquare: The Indian Men and Women highly 

value it, and uſe it to Paint their Faces and 

Bodies with, of a Roſe Colour, it far ex- 

ceeds the Red Paint, made uſe of by the Eu- 

ropean Ladies. | 
They grow in divers Parts of Hiſpaxicla, 

on certain Trees, from which they draw a 

liquid Subſtance, like a Balſam, being an ex- 

cellent Medicine: They grow pretty tall, and? Balſam 

their Leaves are not unlike thoſe of the pom- Lee. 

granate- Tree: The Trunk and Branches of the 

Tree, ſeem to be very dry, but the Leaves are 

very Green and Freſh. This Tree is calld 

Goacovax by the Indians; the Wood will burn 

like a Flambeau, whence it is that the Fiſher- 

men uſe it in the Night time, when they are 

a Fiſhing : It has an agreeable Scent, notwith- 

ſtanding which, the 1-4ians can't bear it. Vaſt 

Numbers of theſe Trees grow in the Woods, 

as well in this Iſland as on the Continent. An- 

tonio de Villa Santa, lahabitant of St. Domingo, 

was the firſt who made Trial of the Effects of 

this-Liquor, unto which they give, but im- 

properly, the Name of a Balſam. Tis proba- 

ble he had learn d this Secret from his Wife, 

who was an Indian Woman. Others ſay, That 

Codous, a noted Indian Phyſician, firſt of all 

found out this Balſam, in 1515, They take 
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the Shavings of this Tree, and boil them in A 
Water, which produces a ſort of Liquor not Wl tity] 
unlike an Oil, but ſomewhat thicker, of a Red very 
Colour, like Claret. *Tis an excellent Remedy in E. 
for all freſh Wounds, ſtops the Blood in a Mo- I Ivy, 
ment, and cloſes the Orifice ; there is not a ner. 
more eaſie, nor ſafer Remedy to be found in the they 
World, and which allays the Paia fo ſoon as belly 
this does. theſ⸗ 
When the Indians have a mind to take a ſome 
Purge, they make Uſe. of a Fruit not unlike Fielc 
a peal'd Haſel-Nut ; the Fruit is the Product of T 
a Plant, the Leaves whereof reſemble thoſe pare 
of our Hemp: It bears certain Bottoms, ro: 
wherein are enclos'd three or four of theſe ſo 1 
Kernels. Don John de la Vega, after his return Tre 
to Valadolid, made a certain Spaniard, his Re. MW Lea! 
lation, take one of theſe Kernels, which had ia t 
ſo terrible an Operation upon him, that in have 
leſs than 24 Hours, he voided all his Entrails, of t 
and dy'd in the utmoſt extremity of Pain and 2re 
Miſery. plat 
There is a certain kind of Figs in Hiſpanida, WW tie 
call'd the Figs of Hell, commonly known to the (in | 
Phylictans, Druggiſts, Herbariſts, and Per- ripe 
fumers. The Banks of the Rivers here, are, of t 
for the moſt part, lin'd with fine. tall and ſtrait MW ften 
Canes. The Indians build their Cabins of Kee! 
them; and ſo do the Europeans ſometimes, be- pert 
ſides other Uſes they have for them. The For. 
Ground which produces theſe Caues is generally N. Wo 
very fit to bear Indian Grain, and all ſorts ot Sub 
Pulſe. The thinner ſort of Cane, is made uſe of. 
of for Arrows, Mats and Pancers, and divers and 
other curious Workmanſhip ; and the fineſt of W tru: 
all, are tranſported into Europe for Walking: deſt 
canes. | | EXC| 


An Indian 
Purge, 


All 
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All over the Indies you ſee (in great Quan- 
tity) a certain Herb, call'd 7, by the Indians; An Herb 
very fit to Fatten Cattel withal, as our Acrons _ — 
in Europe. This Herb grows up high, like tgje 
lvy, only that the Leaves are ſomewhat thin- 
ner. They are made uſe of to purge the Body, 
they evacuate ſo gently, that Children and big 
belly'd Women may ſafely take it. They bruiſe 
theſe Leaves, ſqueeze out the Juice, mix it with 
ſome Suchas, and rake it faſting. All the 
Ficlds are full of this medicinal Herh. 
The Chriſtians iahabiting the Indies, pre- 
pare artificial Balſam of a certain Plant, that ,, artig. 
grows wild, it riſes up to the height of a Man, cial Bal- 
ſo that you would take it for a Shrub or /an. 
Tree, the Stalk being Reed, as well as the 
Leaves, which are not unlike the Vine-Leaves 
ia the begianing of the Winter, when they 
have loſt their natural Colour. It bears Grapes 
of the bigneſs of a Hand, the Kernels whereof 
are no leſs than a ſmall Muſquet-ball, and 
plainly to be diſcern'd throvgh the Skin of 
the Grapes, they ate Green inclining to Red, 
(in ſome Places) eſpecially when they begin to 
ripen. Theſe Grapes they boil with the Leaves 
of the Plant, till it is made thro' the Conſi- 
ſtency of Honey, then they let it ſettle, and 
keep. it for the cure of Wounds, which it 
performs with an almoſt ſtupendious ſucceſs : 
For, this Balſam ſtops the Blood, cleanſes the 
Wound, and cloſes it up, even tho” part of the 
Subſtance of the Fleſh be wanting. Many are 
of Opiaion, that this artificial Balſam, is ſafer 
and quicker in healing of Wounds than the 
true natural one. The Leaves of this Plant, „ Indian 
ceſtiil's through a Limbeck, afford a moſt Aqua Vi- 
excellent Aqua Vitæ. A Negro who had his Leg tz. 
quite torn to Pieces by a Cart, which run m_ 
is 
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his Body, was cured by it in a very ſhort time 
they only dipp'd ſome Linnen clothes in the 
Aqua Vite, which they apply'd to his Leg, 
It is alſo an excellent Remedy for the Cholick, 
and the defluxion of cold Humours. U / 
The Indi- An Indian, tho you treat him never ſo kind- di 
ans very Iy, will not part with his Secret, of theſe they | 
genacio's are very tenacious ; hence it is. that they keep 
4 I 5 to themſelves the Knowledge of the Vertues of 
pbyjick. their Simples, eſpecially in reference to the 
Europe ant; for let any one of them be never ſo 
much their Friend, they will not impart to him, 
thoſe things they kaow may contribute towards 
the curing of Diſeaſes. It muſt be attributed 
to nothing but a good Chance, that our peo- 
ple found out the ſtupendious Effects of that 
Plant, the Indians call Perebecenue. When it is 
come to its full growth, it is as tall as a Man; 
it cures all manner of Wounds, be they never 
Cure for ſo old, nay, even when gangreen'd, and as one 
oldWounds may ſay, become incurable. They take a 
and Ulcers. Handful of the Leaves of this Plant, boil them 
in fair Water, till one third of the Decoction 
be evaporated, then take it from the Fire and 
ſet it to cool. In this Decoction they dip Lin- 
nen-Cloaths, wherewith they waſh, and rub the 
Wound; this done, they apply ſome of the 
freſh Leaves, but not till after they have 
ſqueez'd the Juice out of it upon a Linnen- 
Cloath ; wherewith they bind up the Wound. 
This Operation muſt be repeated twice a Day, 
and in a very ſhort time it will cure the moſt 
malignant Ulcers and Wounds. | 
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CHA k. XI. 


f ſome peculiar ſorts of Animals in the In- 
_ and of their particular Qualities, 


HE Cori is a little four footed Creature Cori a 
not unlike our Rabbets or Moles ; they Creature 
have ſmall Ears, which they lay fo cloſe to le A Rab- 
their Necks, that they are ſcarce to be ſeen; an 
they have no Tails: Some are White, ſome 
Black, fome Py'd, White and Black ; ſome are 
Pyd, White and Red, very agrecable to the 
Sight : They make no ill Scent in the Houſe; 
feed upon Herbs, and- a little ſerves them: 
They taſte like the beſt Rabbets, but their Fleſh 
Is not fo dry, but more luſcious. 

The Indians did not make Uſe of Dogs, till 
the Europeans taught. them the Conveniency of 
theſe Creatures ; but what 1s moſt remarkable, 
is, that the Indian Dogs, never Bark, Howl or Indian 
Cry, nay, even not when they are beaten or Dogs ne- 
kil'd : Their Fleſh affords good Food, for ver Bark. 
which purpoſe it 15, that they have bin almoſt 
all deſtroy'd by the Europeans, Pliny tells us, 
that the Frogs in Cyrene don't make any Noiſe ; 
when they are tranſported into other Couutries, 
they begin to ſing. *Tis poſlible, that if the 
l:dian” Dogs were brought into other Parts, 
they would Bark and Howl, like other D6gs. 
Tis certain that the Graſhoppers i in the Iſle of 
&r:phe, don't ſing, till they are tranſported 
into the adjacent Countries. 

The Indians were deſtitute of all ſorts of 
Yarles, till they were brought thither out of 
ain ; but fince that time, they are encreaſed 
o a great Number in all Parts of the Country. 

They 
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They have now alſo vaſt Store of Oxen 
and Cows, 1o that you may buy a good Oxe 
for a Piſtole; and abundance of Bears are 
killd here, only for their Hides, the Fleſh 
they throw away. The Deacon of the Church 
of St. Domingo, has 16000 Head of Cattle be- 
longing to him, and the reſt of the Inhahi. 
tants in Proportion: However, ſince they 
have apply'd themſelves to their Sugar-works, | 
moſt of this Cattle is grown wild being al. 
ways kept in the common Fields and Woods, 
but are encreasd to an atmoſt incredible 
Number. 

The Indies are full of dente ſo that i 


Serpent: Would be next to an Impoſſibility, to give a 


harmleſs 


How the 
Indians 
bait for 
Fi. 


Deſcription of their ſeveral Kinds: They are 
harm less, and according to their Opinion, not 
venemous: Some of them are twenty Foot 
long, but of the thickneſs only of a Double- 
fiſt. The Jndjans cat them, and ſay they are 
very good Meat. They have, however, a kind 
of ſmall Green Serpents, which are full of 
Poiſon, and much in requeſt; becauſe with 
their. Poiſon, they envenom their Arrows, 


— 


e ee XN, - 
Of their Sea and River: ſiſb. 


Erpents and Fiſh being the moſt common 
Food of the Indians, they catch the laſt 
with Cotton-Threads: But they have a cer. 
tain Herb they call Baigua, this they chop, 
and beit the Fiſh with it, by caſting it on the 


Surface of the Water: The Fiſh being as it were 
intoxicated by this Bait, ariſe to the Surface 
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of the Water, where they remain without 
Motion, fo that they can take as many as they 
think fir, with their Hands only. They have 
moſt ſorts of Fiſh we have in Europe : Roaches, 
Soles, Turbits, Eels, Sardins, Sea and Shell-fiſh 
of all forts. Their Fiſh are not ſo Phlegmatick, 
and conſequently more wholeſom than thoſe of 
Europe; but og the other Hand, are not fo well 
taſted. You ſee here, alſo, other Fiſh in great 
Quantities ; but the Number of Tortoiſes is 
incredible. 

They are often terrify'd in theſe Seas by a Monro 
certain monſtrous Fiſh, the very Sight where- #*/bes in 
of makes the Mariners tremble for fear, eſpe- e Indies. 
cially thoſe in ſmall Veſſels, which are in great 
danger of being overſet by them, becauſe they 
caſt a vaſt Quantity of Water out of their No- 
ſtrils with an almolt incredible Strength; when 
they appear above VVater, they diſcover their 
VVings almoſt like two Arms, each of which 
being twenty or twenty-eight Foot long, and 
the Head fourteen or fifteen, judge of the bulk 
of the whole Body of this Animal, which 1s 
not much, inferior to that of a middle ſiz d 
Veſlel. 

The Segs in theſe Parts, abonnd alſo in Sea. Sea-wolves 


wolves, eſpecially near the Shore of the Conti- 
nent: It is the nimbleſt Fiſh of all, they go 
out of the VVater to ſleep upon the Sands, and 
leep ſo ſound that you may hear them ſnoaring 
at a great diſtance; ſo they are eaſily taken or 
kill'd whilſt they are aſleep. The Females 
bring forth two young ones, whom they nou- 
riſh with the Milk of their Breaſts. On their 
Backs they have a curious fine Black Skin, 
however, ſometimes you ſhall lee alſo ſome 
Red ones. There lies a certain fat Subſtance 
betwixt their Skin and Fleſh, from TRY 

raw 
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draw an Oil they make uſe of, both for frying 


upon the Stomach. Theſe Sea-wolves are 


of Numbers be never ſo much againſt them. 


ing, you ſee the Water bubble, and the 


as are made of them, relax and lie flat, when 
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and burning in Lamps. - Every Part of their 
Body is fit for Food ; but if you eat this Fleſh 
for ſeveral Days ſucceſſively, it lies very heavy 


Eighteen or twenty Foot long, and eight in 
Circumference : Their Teeth are very ſharp, 
and they Prey upon other Fiſh, who make 
open War againſt them in vaſt Shoals, ſur- 
round and bite them; but the Sea. wolves com. 
monly make their Party good, let the odds 


They make a great Noiſe whilſt they are fight- 


Waves riſe up to the height of the Maſt of a 
Ship, and the Surface appears all Bloody. One 
thing is very remarkable, concerning the Skins 
of the Sea-wolves, that ſuch Pouches or Girdles 


it is Ebb-tide at Sea; whereas they are ſtiff and 
bloated when the Waters flow. 8 


5 


CH A P. XIII. 


Of. the different Rinds of Birds of the 
Indies ;-both at Sea, and on the Conti- 
nent. 


Hen you travel out of Europe, to the 
Indies, you will ſee a vaſt Number ol 


Birds flying cloſe to the Surface of the Sea, 
with an incredible Swiftneſs; they are not 
unlike our White Pidgeons, with long and thi 
Tails, whence they are call'd, by the Paſſengers, 


Bulruſh : Theſe Birds breed aſhoar, * 
ls 
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leſs, are frequently ſeen at Sea above 300 
Leagues from any Land; their Beaks and 
Eyes are Red, and their Feet and the extremi- 
ties of their Wings Black; ſometimes being 
quite tir'd with flying, they pearch or ſettle 
on the Maſts or Deck of the Ships, and are taken 

with much eaſe. 5 
Generally ſpeaking, all the Birds of the 
Indies have Feathers varying with many 
lively Colours: The beautiful and different 
Colours of the Parroquet, are paſt all De- 
ſcription. The Nightingals ſing not ſo fre- 
quently here, as in Ewope, neither do they 
come near them in their Nodulations and Va- 
riations. On the other Hand, the Sparrows ſing Suring 
very melodiouſly here; they have them here of 229% 

all forts of Colours, nay, even ſome that are quite 
Black ; but they are very ſmall. They have 

alſo another kind of Sparrows, who live, as it 
were, in the manner of a Family: They build 

a Neſt big enough to hold/200 or 300, viz. 
tor ſeveral Families, with divers Partitions 

tor each Family, for the Father, for the Mo- 
ther, and the young ones: If they eſpy a large 
Bird, or a Bird of Prey coming near them, 
the whole Flogk draw out in a Body, fall upon 
„their common Enemy, and don't leave him, 
nl he has left ſome of his Feathers behind him; 
that moſt of the otherBirds are as fraid to come 
near ſuch a Neſt, as Men are to approach a Neſt 
of VVaſps. | bs. 

On the Seas and Sea-coaſt of rhe Indies, you 
ke alſo another Bird, which has ſomething ve- 
ry peculiar belonging to him: His Feathers 4 ſtrange 
are ſpotted like a Leopard, being a Bird of %%. 
Prey both by Sea and Land ; one of his Feet is 
large and broad like that of a Gooſe, and the o- 
ther has a Talon like an Eagle: If any Fiſh are 
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ſporting on the Surface of the Water, he ſpics 
them at a great diſtance, in the Air, and com- 
ing down ſwittly upon them, gripes them with 
his Talons, and with his other Foot ſwims 2. 
way at his own caſe, and cats them; but if he 
happens to light upon a very ſtout Fiſh, he cat- 
ries it to the next Rock or Tree; For, as 
told you already, this is an amphibious Bird, he 
Preys not only upon Fiſh, bur upon Lizards alſo, 
for want of Fiſhes. | 


n 


n 


. - XIV; 
Of the Inſeits peculiar to the Indies. 


Nſeits were call'd by the Ancients, ſuch 
Animals as liv'd without Blood and Reſpi- 
ration. Fliny can't ſufficiently admire thoſe 
extraordinary Perfections, which are oblervd 
in ſome of theſe little Creatures ; which are 
exact and curious in many of their Funktions, 
that ſome have attributed the Uſe of Reaſon 
to them; and truly it is almoſt incomprehenſ- 
ble how Senſation ſhould be obſerv'd to ſuch a 
Degree of Perfection in ſuch miauteZodies : Some 
of them hear to admiration,others are incredibly 
quick ſighted, ſome have a Nice Palate, others 
a very extraordinary Scent ; ſome have Wings, 
others long Legs, Cg. ſome of them are greedy 
of human( BloodJ” and Mature has provided 
them witit-Sthyg or a kad of Alembec to 
pierce our Skin, and to ſuck Thoſe that 
live in Woods, -havs, likewiſe certain ſmall Its 
ſtruments, wherewith, to bore ſmall Holes 
We frequently admire the Strength of an O, 


a Camel, and of the Elephant, who carries 
Whole 


ing E 
Other 
in the 
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whole Towers on his Back, we dread the hery 
Nature of a Lyon, we obſerve. not without 
Admiration the Swiftneſs of a Bird of Prey; 
but Nature is no leſs to be admir'd in its 
Production of Flies, and of the vileſt Inſects, 
which are provided by her with every thing 
neceſſary for their Subſiſtance. 

It happens ſometimes, that certain Parts of 
the Indies are over-whelm'd with fo vaſt a 
Numbers of Ants, and that they make ſuch £rodigions 
incredible Ravages, that the Inhabitants know “ers 
not how to continue in their Habitation ; for * 
they ruin all the Trees to ſuch a Degree, that 
they bear no Fruit for ſeveral Years after, and 
eat or ſpoil all the Proviſions they have in their 
Houſes. Thus one time the Inbabitants of 
St. Domingo were reduc'd by theſe Inſects to 
inch Extremities, that they were upon the 
Point of quitting the City ; but before they 
came to this laſt Reſolution, aſſembled in the 
Cathedral, where Alexander Giraldis, their 
Arch-biſhop, celebrated folema Maſs in his, 
Pontificalibus, and made, in the Name of all his 
Dioceſians, a folema Vow to God, under the 
Patronage of St. Sat:ynin, whom they choſe 
Protector of their City, and no ſooner had they 
made this Saiat their Advocate, but the Cala- 
mity ceas'd. 

The Scolopender, or the Creature with a 
hundred Feet, is of a Fingers length, his 
Sting is very painful: Some of them are of 
different Colours with black Streaks and black 
Heads, theſe are the moſt dangerous of all. A 
certain Kind of this Inſect with a hundred Feet, 
never appear but againſt Rain, or approach- 
ing exceſlive Heats ; they deſtroy the Corn, and 
other Products of the Field, and ſhine ſo bright 
in the Night, that they even enlighten the Air 

X that 
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that ſurrounds them. Sometimes Scolopenders 
and luſects of a hundred Feet, have bin ſeen az 
long as the Palm of a Man's Hand, and as thick 
as a Man's Thumb, with ſmall black Streaks and 
black Horns; theſe ſeem very terrible in 
the Night time, but hurt no Body; they are 
often ſeen as well in the Houſes of the Earopeans, 
as in the Cabins of the Iadians. 
Lib. 14 Pliny mentions certain Creatures deſti. 
cap. 34+ tute of a Paſſage to void their Exrements, 
Hutt. Nat. ghich, he ſays, come out of their Mouths : 
> Thele Creatures feed moſt generally upon Blood, 


till they burſt and dye, and this kind of Inſeds | 


are engender'd in the Fleſh of Oxen and 
Dogs. 1 

The Inhabitants of the Indies are fre- 
quently troubled with great Numbers of 
Scorpions ; thoſe that are ſtung by them, dye 
commonly in three Days time; however, their 
Sting is much more dangerous to Women and 
Female Children, becauſe they are ſeldomer 
cur'd than Men and Boys; but after all, it is 
certain, that the Scorpions in America, are not 


_ Scorpions. 


altogether ſo venemous as thoſe in Europe; 


the Wound they give is exceeding painful 

for a Quarter of an Hour, and comes pretty 

near to the Sting of a Waſp at firſt Appear- 

Layge and _ | 
bright ſþj- Very well worth our Obſervation : They are as 
win; Flies. big as a Man's Thumb, have Eyes as bright as 
if they were two lighted Candles, ſo that they 


ealighten the circumambient Air, where-ever | 


they fly, to ſuch a Degree, that People who 
wanted to light a Candle in haſte, have bin 
known to run ſtrait forward to a Perſon who 
held one of theſe Flies in his Band, thinking 
it had bin a Candle. They give ſo ſtrong 4 
Ligit ia a Chamber, that you may both — 

all 


There is allo a ſort of Flies in the Indien, 
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and write by it; they put two or three of them 
together, and uſe them inſtead of a Lanthorn, 
to light them through the Fields, tho? the 
Night be never ſo dark. Soldiers frequently 
make uſe of them here, in their na&urnal 
Marches, to keep them in the right Way, 
and prevent them from loſing one another in 
the Woods. The Indians make a kind of Collar 
of them, ſo that they may be ſeen at a Leagues 
diſtance, when they are abroad a hunting in 
the Night time; this Light being attended with 
this Conveniency, that neither Wind nor Rain 
can extinguiſh it: Tis credibly reported, that 
one of theſe Flies put on the Head of a Guide 
has given ſufficient Light to a whole Party, 
that were ſent out in the Night upon ſome 
ſecret Deſign: Tis not only the Luſtre of 


their Eyes, that produces this Light, it is 


ſpread likewiſe on both ſides of their Bodies, 
ſo that when they move their Wings in fly- 
ing, this Light is conſiderably augmented: 
They are kept to ſerve inſtead of Candles at 
Suppers, without any other Light. The [adians 
bruiſe and make a Paſte of them; and when 


they have a mind to make Sport, and frighten 


thoſe that are unacquainted with the Secret, 
they rub their Bodies with it, which appears to 
be all on Fire in the Night time. This luſect, 
when it is near Death, its Light decays and 
loſes it ſelf by Degrees. 
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CH A P. XV. 


Certain curious and rare Obſervations of the 
Ie of St. John, and how it was con- 


quer d by the Europeans. 


uk Haan, call Borichen the ſame ile 
unto which the Europeans have ſince gi. 


ven the Name of the Iſle of St. John, about 
25 or zo Leagues diſtant from H.ſpanicla, to the 
Weſtward of it. About midway betwixt both 
is the Ifle of Mona, containing ſcarce three 
Leagues in Circumference, but is very fertile, 
and inhabited by a few Indians and Chriſtians, 
All ſorts of Herbs are moſt excellent here, and 


they have the beſt of Melons, The Ie of 


St. John is 55 Leagucs long, and 20 broad, 


ſeated under the 17th Degree beyond the 
Equinoctial. It abounds in Gold, and every 


thing. that is neceſſary for Life, eſpecially in 


Mahix and Caſſaves, whereof they make their 


Bread. They don't want convenient Harbours, 
aud have Plenty of Fiſh. The Country is wa- 


ter d and moiſtned by divers Rivers, and ſtor'd 


with Cattle of all ſorts. 

Don Nicholas 4 Ovando having ſubdu'd this 
Iſland, made John Ponce d' Leon his Deputy Go- 
vernour there, one who had aſſiſted Chriſtropher 
Columbus in his firſt Diſcovery of the Indies 


The Chief Cacique or Lord of this Ille, 


nam'd A.gucibana, to ſhew his Eſteem for the 
Chriſtians, wou d aſſume the Name of Job» 
Ponce de Leon, it being a Cuſtom among thele 
Indians, that, when they intend to give al) 
one a particular Mark of their Eſteem, they 

chanye 
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change their Name for his. This Cacique's 4Dſerip- 
Mother had alſo taken the Name of Agnes, ef . 
being a Lady of ſingular Merit (conſidering ſhe ld 
was an Indian) and her Son the Cacique, pay'd 
her all the Deference and Reſpe& ſhe could 
deſire ; ſhe had bin an Eye-witneſs of all that 
happen'd when the Europeans firſt got footing in 
that Iſle, and us d to diſcourſe of that Enter- 
prize with a great deal of Senſe and Judgment. 
Above all other things, ſhe advis'd her Son and 
Subjects to maintain a good Correſpondence 
with the Spaniards, which produc'd this Effect, 
that the Cacique diſcover'd to them two Ri- 
vers very rich in Gold. 
The Air is very unwholeſom in this Iſle, and 
the Water not fit for Uſe; the European Chil- 
dren us'd to dye. as ſoon as they were wean'd, 
and drank of theſe Waters, they turn'd Yellow, 
and dy'd of a lingting Diſtemper. Theſe in- 
conveniences oblig'd the Europeans to change 
their Habitations, and to make their Settle- 
ments on the furthermoſt Point of the Iſle ; 
but they could not ſubſiſt there, they were ſo 
Infeſted and plagu'd with Flies. "Twas about 
this time the Indians laid a Deſign of riſing ia 
Arms againſt the, Chriſtians ; they put it in 
Execution one Friday, in the Year 1511, whea 
the Chriſtians, who not in the leaſt ſuſpected 
any ſuch thing, were diſperſed in different 
Places. For this purpoſe it had bin concerted 
among the Indians, That each Cacique ſhould 
murther ſuch Chriſtians as he found in his The In- 
Dominions, that ſo they might be ſurpriz d dians maſ- 
and maſſacred all at once. The Indians being Case fle 


8 4 


aſſembled, to the Number of 3002, in ſeveral] in ge Ile 
Places, fell unexpectedly upon the Chriſtians, of f &. john. 
whom they put about 80 to the Sword; for, 
this being a woody Country, it was an eaſie 
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294 The General HIS TOR Y 
mamatter for them, to aſſemble and conceal 
.:. +-  » themſelves, till the Signal was given. The other 
. Chriſtians now ſaw themſelves in the moſt 
eminent Danger of undergoing the ſame Fate 
with their dead Companions, before they 
could get into a Body, when Diego Salazar, 

a brave Captain, ſeeing there was nothing but 
Death to be expected at the Hands of theſe 
Barbarians, put himſelf at the Head of thoſe 

few Sani ards that were neareſt at Hand, and 
charg'd the Enemy with ſo much Reſolution, 

that at the firſt Charge (being quite amaz'd 

at his Bravery) they threw down their Arms, 

to fly with the more ſwiftneſs and eaſe ; after 
which, Salaze join'd Porce de Leon with his 


Troops. After this Shock, the very Name of | 


Salazar became ſo terrible to theſe Barbarians, 


that whenever they ſaw a Spaniard, they thought | 


it had bin Salazar. | 
The Indians, among other Prifoners, had 
taken the Son of Swarez de Medina del Campo, 


and kept him, with a Deſign to Maſſacre him 


on a publick Feſtival, in Sight of the People, 
Swarez advertis'd by a Slave of the barbarous 


Deſign of the Indians, goes thither in Perſon, 
One ſingle and meeting with 300 of theſe Wretches, who | 


Spaniard guarded him, throws himſelf into the middle 


s 700 bare of them, killing all he met in his Way; and 


for 300 


Sms having releas'd the Priſoner, carries him off 


purſue bim. 


This Venom of Rebellion had ſpread it ſelf | 
all over the Iſland, the Inhabitants whereof had | 


taken a fix'd Reſolution ta ſhake off the Yoak 
of the Europeans, Colt it what it will. One Day 


a young Spaniard, who had diſguis'd himſelf like | 
an Indian, by painting his Body with ſuch vari- 


dus Colours as they moſt delight in, took an 
2 es | Opportunity 


without Oppoſition, the Indians not daring to 


nn Mie A Pn . —˙— et, 


of VovyAacrs and Travers. 


Opportunity of getting in among them, as they 
were Merry- making on à certain Feſtival : 
Here he heard them talk of nothing elſe but 


triumphing over their Enemies, before they 


had got the Victory; and of the approaching 
Deliverance of their Country, by the Slaughter 
of all the Chriſtians. He gave notice of what 
he had underſtood, to the Governour, who 
lighting the Matter, was a few Days after 


murder'd, with all that were near him, by the 


Indians, 


The Spaniards enrag'd at fo barbarous an 
Action, reſolv'd on the utter Extirpation of the 
Indians, to revenge the Death of their Gover- 
nour, whoſe Funeral Obſequies they celebrated 
with as much Magnificence, as the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of their Affairs would give them 
leave. Which done, Diego Salazar, Pence Leon, 
Michael de Torro, and the reſt of the Spaniſh 
Officers of note, aſſembled all the Remnants 
of their Forces into one Body, above one 
half of them being murder'd by the Indians, 
whilſt they were diſpers'd in divers Parts of 
the Iſland. Tis to be obſerv'd here, that it 
was a general Opinion among theſe Indians, 
That the Chriſtians were Immortal; and it 
was this that render'd them ſo terrible among 
theſe Barbarians, till a certain Accident un- 


ridled this Secret. Some Indians offering their 75, Indi- 
Service, to carry one John Salced on their Backs ans make 


croſs the River, he accepted of is; but north be- 

therthe © 
Spaniards 
are Mortal 


ſooner were they come in the midſt of the 
Current, but they not only let him drop, but 
alſo ſtifled him under Water ; this done, they 
laid his dead Carcaſs upon the Bank of the 
River, where they gnarded it for three Days, 
frequently ſpeaking to it, and asking it many 
Queſtions, to try whether it would return an 

X 4 Anſwer 
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The General HISTORY: 
Anſwer ; ſo ſoon as they found it to contract 
an ill Scent, they gave notice of what bad 
kappen d to the Cacique, who from time to time 
ſeat ſome of his Indians to look upon it, in 
order to convince them by their own Senſes, that 
the Chriſtians were no leſs Mortal than other 
Men. This prov'd one of the chiefeſt Motives, 
that embolden'd them to the intended Infur. 
rection, and the Maſſacring of the Chri- 
ſtians, 

The firſt Engagement happen'd i in the Country 


of the Cacique Aqueibana, near the Mouth cf 


the River Cærincc. The Europeans ſurpriz d the 
Iadians in the Night time, and made ſuch a 
Slaughter among them (tho they had a good 
Number of the Caribes or Cannibals in their 
Army) that they believ'd no .otherwiſe, than 
that the ſame Chriſtians they had maſſacred in 


cool Blood, were reviv'd from the dead; and 


it was to this Miracle they attributed their 
Victory, when they ſaw a numerous Army de- 
feated by a Handful of Men. Ponce de Leon 
with 24 Soldiers only, Had another fortunate 
Encounter with a whole Army of Indians, con- 
fiſting of no leſs than 11000 Men. The Indian 
ſeetag fo inſignificant a Number advance with 
ſo much Boldneſs and Fierceneſs againſt ſo 
great a Number, could not ſo much as bear 


the very Sight of their Enemies, and therefore | 


began to retreat before them; but, when they 
ſaw one of their Companions, advanced on 
ſome diſtance before the reſt, drop by a 
Musket ball, they were ſo territy'd at the un- 
uſual Noiſe and its Effects, that believing him 
to have bin kill'd by a Thunder-bolt, they run 
away as faſt as they could, to fave their Lives 
by Flight, 


The 
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The Fruit they reap'd of this Victory, was 
the abſolute Conqueſt of the Iſle of Borichen, Submit to 
whereof the Spaniards remain'd in quiet Poſe ben. 
ſeſſion after that time, Notwithſtanding all 
the great Services of Ponce de Leon, done to 
the Crown of Spain by this Conqueſt, he fell 
jato Diſgrace, and was recall'd from his Go- 
rernment, by the Intereſt of Chriſtopher Co- 
lumbas, who was none of his Friend. Seeing 
his Services ſo ill rewarded, he equipp'd two 
Barques, in order to make ſome new Diſco- 
yerics on the Shoar of the Continent. In this 
Voyage, coming to the Ifle of Bimini, the 
Ilanders told him, there was a Fountain in 
the Country which had the Vertue of making 
old People young, and reſtoring them to their 
full Vigour : Ponce de Leon overcome by the 
perſuaſions of the ſimple Iſlanders (who actu- 
ally believ*d there was ſuch a thing) ſpent above 
Six Months in vain in ſearch after it; how- 
ever, he did not altogether loſe his Labour, 
having by this Means diſcover'd a Tra& of 
above 100 Leagues long, and 50 broad, of 
the moſt beautiful Country on the Continent, 
about the 25th Degree beyond the Equino&ial 
Line. The Chriſtians were much forwarded 4 miracu- 
in this Diſcovery, by a moſt miraculous Dog, % Pg. 
call'd Berzillo; becauſe he did ſuch Actions, as 
would have perſwaded ſome People, that he 
was a rational Creature. He found out a De- 
ſerter in the midſt of 100 Indians, he bit him, 
and ſeiz'd him with his Teeth by the Arm, 
to force him to come back to his own Camp. 

a priſoner happen d to make his Eſcape in 
be night time, they only us'd to let looſe this 
Doe, who following the Scent, was ſure to 
fd him out, and to bring him back, tho' he was 
League from the Camp. He knew who 
ö | were 
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were Friends, and who were Foes to the E Pro 
ropeans ; he would wag his Tail at the firſt, and Th. 
fall upon the laſt; and what is almoſt incredi. I ful 
ble, he could diſtinguiſh in the Family ſuch Car 
as bore a particular Affection to his Maſter late 
from the reſt. His Maſter being a Captain 
had one and a half Man's pay, for this Dog's 
Service in the Army. This ſtupendious Crea. MW ©" 
ture attempting one Day to follow an Indian, and 
that was run away, was, in ſwimming croſs a ht. 
River, kill'd by a poiſonous Dart an Indian Ml Du. 
let fly at him from the oppoſite Side of the belt 
lame River. 


* 


oD 
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Some particular Obſervations of the Tile of WI the 
Cuba, call d otherwiſe Ferdinand's Ie. pai 


| mit 
ADeſerit- HE Iſle of Czba is not above 25 Leagues wh. 
tion of ihe diſtant from Hiſpaniola: It has 300 the 


a Cu- Leagues in Length, and 65 in Breadth, being fro 
m ſituated above 20 Degrees beyond the Equi- MW 0 
noctial Line. The Capital of this Iſle is the M Ib. 
City of St. James; which has a very conveni- WY !* 
ent Port, and the Havana lies on the North- and 
point of this Iſle. The Iflanders wear ſhort I Ar 
Cloaths of Callico, Rings in their Ears, and ber 
Gold Chains about their Necks. The Wo: I ®. 
men fave a Callico Veil on their Heads, and Sl 
about their Necks; and beſides this, a ſhort M *** 
Mantle about their Shoulders and Arms. leſ 
This is a very populous Country, there are a- 4 
| bove 30ac Cabanes alone in the Province of I H. 
| Campechio. Theſe People ſtood amaz'd when WM © 
they ſaw Ships wich all their Equippage ap- ties 
0 | proach Fu! 
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proaching the Shoar , but they were like 
Thunder-ſtruck, when they heard the dread- 
ful Noiſe, and ſaw the Fire and Smoak of the 
Cannon, and got the Scent of the Gun-powder 
into their Noſtrils, they thought no other- 
wiſe than that it had bin Thunder and Lighten- 
ing. They ſeem'd to be overjoy'd, and highly 
careſs'd thoſe few Europeans that went a-ſhoar, 
and preſented them with good ſtore of Birds 
ft for Food; with Turtles, Peacocks, wild 
Ducks, and divers other forts of wild Fowls, 
beſides ſome Hares and Bucks. About fifteen 
Leagues higher, they ſaw the Province of 
| Agvavil, the King or Cacique's Name, that 
then commanded there in chief, being Ciapotom. 
They met here with a quite different Recep- 
tion, for the Natives threatned them with 
their Bows and Arrows, and would not ſuffer 
them to come a-ſhoar, Their Faces were 
painted with various Colours, and having a 
mind to draw the Chriſtians into a Snare, 
when they ask'd them for freſh Water, told 
them, That their Springs were at ſome diſtance ,,..;., 
from the Sea- ſide, and that, if they pleas d they of the 2 
would ſhew them the way how to come at them. Vabit ant 
They led them through abundance of By-ways, © 
in order to cut off all Hopes of retreating 
and then charg'd them at a diſtance with their 
Arrows. The Chriſtians, tho' but few in Num- 
ber, defended themſelves moſt gallantly, and 
at laſt, with great Difficulty, got back to their 
Ships, after having killd a good Number of 
the Indians; but it coſt them the Lives of no 
leſs than 20 Spaniards, and 30 wounded, 
„ awong which was Captain Francis Hernadez. 
of MW Hd the Barbarians let them go on for ſome 
time longer, before they entred upon Hoſtili- 
p- MY =, they mult have all faln a Sacrifice to their 
b. Fory. The 
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An odd The Inhabitants of the Iſle of Cuba have 2 
6 ſtrange Cuſtom. belonging to their Marriages: tha 
Tal: If it be a Cacique that is married, all the ſo | 
tanta. Caciques that are preſent at the Wedding-Feaſt, 
lie with the new. married Woman, before her 
| Spouſes Face. If it is another Perſon of note, 
all thoſe of the ſame Rank challenge that Pri. M i. 


viledge. - If it be one of the vulgar ſort, all 


the Gueſts enjoy the Bride, whoafter this great Mo 
Exploit, cries out as loud as ſhe can, as if it MW Pre 
were to boaſt of her Vigour, to have bin able 27 
to ſuſtain the Approaches of ſo many Men. ſon 
They are generally great Lyars, ſtupid, volup- MW ** 
tuous, ungrateful Idiots, and incapable of com- \ 
prehending or learning the true Poctines of 95 
Chriſtianity. They worſhip the Devil under 7 
the Name of Cemi ; they think it no Crime to 6 


lie with a Woman; and Sodomy is a general 
Vice among the Indians. The leaſt Pre- the 
tence in the World ſerves for a Divorce, and 
the Women in this point have the ſame Liberty 
as the Men; for, they leave their Husbands with- 
out any further Ceremony, if they find them not 
vigorous enough to ſatisfy their ſenſual Appetites, F 
The Caciques have as many Wives as they pleale, " 
and the reit as many as they are able to main- i 
tain. Moſt of the Natives of the Ifle of Cuba, | 
ſpend great part of their Lives in Hunting and 6 
Fiſhing; the Country is very fertile in Gold, * 
and a moſt prodigious Quantity of that Metal 
has bin exported from thence z their richeſt 
Mines are in the Mountains. 1 
This Iſle affords a certain Animal, and that 1 
in vaſt Numbers, of a very good taſte and $ 
4n od Nouriſhment, not unlike our Rabbots, except 
fort of I that they have a Tail like a Rat, and a Skin like 0 
Rablets, a Hedge-hog ; they flea them before they cal MF | 
them. They will pearch upon certain 108 
that 


4 4 
4 
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that grow in the Sea; they ſhake the Trees, and 

ſo theſe Animals drop into the Water, the 
Iidians ſwim after them and catch them up; 

they are calld Guabiniquinax in their Language: 

They are ſometimes of a Gray Colour, ſpeckled 

with Red. | 

In a certain Plain, ſituated betwixt two 
Mountains, in the Ile of Cuba, are to be ſeen 
prodigious Quantities of round Stones of all 
Sizes, ſome of the bigneſs of Cannon-bullets, 
ſome of Tennis-balls, others of Musket-balls, 
and others of a leſs Size; they are by Nature 
fram'd ſo exactly round, that no Turner or o- 
ther Workman could be able to bring them to 

ſo nice a Rotundity. The whole Plain is cover'd 
all over with them, ſo that it in ſeems as if that 
whole Tract were one entire Mine of Stones ; 
they uſe them for Muſquet Bullets, for want of 
leaden ones. 

In the Northern part of this Iſle there is a 
rich Mine of Bitumen or Pitch; which they cut 
in large Pieces, and uſe it in pitching their Ships. 

Pliny ſays, the Lake Aſphaltires in Judea, pro- Lib. 5. 
duces a bituminous Subſtance. Quin. Curtins : 
mentions a certain deep Grotto, from whence 

Iſucs a bituminous Liquor. In the Province of 
Panuco in New Spain, is ſuch a Mine of Bitumen, 

but it exceeds that in the Ifle of Cuba. There 
aretwo bituminous Springs in the Province of 

Peru. 

The Natives of the Iſle of Cuba, as well as e 5; 
all the other Inaians, when they intend to Indians 
| declare War to their Enemies, in order denounce 
to give the Signal for a Combat, light a kind et ucts 
et Flambeau, which they pitch on a high place,“ e. 
ſo as to be ſeen at a conſiderable diſtance ; as 
bag as this Flambean or Torch continues burn- 
ing, they commit not the leaſt Hoſtilities; but 
no 
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General HISTORY © 
ho ſooner is it extinguiſh'd, but they ſet up 
a moſt terrible Cry, to encourage one ano. 
ther; run to their Arms, and prepare them- 
ſelves either for their own Defence, or for 
the attacking of the Enemy. They never 
ſtand their Ground when they engage; but 
ſo ſoon as they have let fly their Arroms, 
retire in a diſorderly manner ; ſometimes they 
will return to the Charge, but this 1s - moſt 
commonly from bebind ſome Tree or other, 
from whence they take their Enemies with | 
their Arrows at an Advantage; ſometimes 
they will fight alſo at Sea, and even ſet upon 
the European Ships; but they can do them but 
little harm, becauſe their Canoes being very 
ſmall and lightly timber'd, the leaſt Cannon- II þ,;c 
ſhot tears them all in pieces. Ss FT 


1 — 
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Diego Velaſco ſends Ferdinand de Cortez I $i 
to make ſome New Diſcoveries : He u poſe 


made Governour 0 W Spain. De 
nen 

Aptain Diego Velaſco had ſpent abore 4 
100000 Crowns of his own Money, or at F ceiy 

leaſt of his Friends Money, to raiſe certain fan 
Settlements in the New World ; ſo that he dyd FI... 


poor, after having ſurmounted great Difficul- 
ties, and taken a World of Pains in vain. He Yo... 
ſent Ferdinand de Cortez, to New Spain, with 4 Cie. 
ſmall Squadron of fix Ships, beſides ſome Bri I cheſ 
gantines, well provided with all ſorts of Pro- 
viſions, and all other things requiſite for ſuch 
an Enterprize. The next following 3 

| Ferai- 
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Ferdinand de Cortez having got a good Footing 
on the Continent, did but little trouble his 
Head about Velaſco, nay, not ſo much as to give 
bim the leaſt Account of his Succeſs, or to let 
him hear the leaſt News of him; but on the 
other Hand, ſeat to the Emperor Charles V. an 
ample Relation- of his Voyages and Adven- 
tures, with ſome Patterns of the rich Gold 
Mines of Peru. Velaſco inform'd of theſe Pro- 
ccedings, equips another Veſſel, under the 
Command of Captain Pamphilio de Narbaes, 
with Orders to declare Ferdinand de Cortez, 
2 Revolter, and to chaſe him from his new 
Settlement; but Cortez found Means. to amuſe 
Pamphilio with fair Words, till he had an Op- 
portunity of ſeizing and detaining him his 
Priſoner, Thoſe who came along with Pam- 
110, prov'd of ſingular Advantage to Cortez, 
who was in great] want of Men, to under- 
take the Conqueſt of Mexico, and of Montes 
zma, the then Lord of that rich Country. 

Velaſco grown deſperate at the ill Succeſs of 
Pamphilio, reſolv'd to go in Perſon into New 
dein, and equipp'd eight Ships for that pur- 
poſe, but return d without ſucceeding in his De Cortes 

Deſign, and all the Charges of that Arma- |,,z/.,;, 
ment was loſt, at leaſt to ' himſelf, In the Vzlalcy 
Yan while abundance of Chriſtians flock'd to 1 
4 de Coprez, from all Parts, who courteonſly re- 

" cav'd and treated all ſuch as came to his Aſſi- 

4 ſtance, and beſtow'd great Rewards upon 

1. them for their Services; ſo that in a ſhort 

e ume he was ador'd by all, whilſt Velaſco, his 

4 Rival, ſaw himſelf deſpisd, even by his own 

by Creatures. To ſtop the further Progreſs of 

by theſe Diſſenſions, which had already created no 

ch ſmall Animoſities, the Emperor Charles V. 

. oueht it moſt adviſable, by his Letters 

41 Patents, 
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Patents, to conſtitute Ferdinand de Cortez Gd 
vernour of New Spain, expreſly forbidding % 
the ſame time, Velaſco to appear there in Per 
ſon, or to ſend any body thither in his Name 
Velaſco almoſt Thunder-ſtruck at this unexpeR 
ed News, refolv*'d to go to Spain, to d. 
mand Juſtice from the Emperor, and to lf 
before him the vaſt Expence he had bin at 
doing him Service in the New World; but bi 
dy'd before he could effect it: So that Feral 
nand de Cortcz,, ſeeing himſelf thus freed 
his Competitor, remain'd in the quiet Poll 
ſion of the Government of his New Proving 
Velaſco was very poor, when he went alow 
with Chriſtopher Columbus to the Indies, when 
he became very rich; but ſpent it all in equip 
ping of Ships, to make new Diſcoveries, {oh 
dy'd as poor as he was born: He was repaid 
his 'own' Goin by Ferdinand de Cortez; who 
he had ſent at his own Charge to the C 
of Mexico; for what he had done before 
Don Diego Columbo, from whom he uſurp'd ll 
Government of the lfle of Caba, whether 
had bin ſent by him. = 


I know not any thing wherein the Author 
have beſtow'd more Pains, and given mon 
ample Relations, than in the Hiſtory of 
Weſt Indies. Beſides thoſe already mention 
we will add ſome others, which the Read 
may conſult, to be fully inſtructed in a'Hiſtow 
which contains ſo many curious and pleat 
Novelties. 


Barthelomew delas Caſa, Biſhop of Chi 
writ an apologetick Hiſtory of the Indies, al 
tainiug a ſhort Deſcription of the Qualificatial 


and Diſpolitions of the People of this M8 
| Mora 
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World ; without ſpeaking here of his General 
Hiſtory of the Indies mention'd before. 

Francis Lopez, de Gomara's General Hiſtory of 
the Indies, in two Parts, concerning Peru or 
em Spain; Printed 15 53. in Folic, and a Second 
Edition in 2 Volumes, in 4to, 1554. It was 
publiſh'd by order of the Royal Council of the 
Indies. 

It was tranſlated into the Talian, by 
laguſtin Cravalez, and printed in two Volumes, 
n vo, 1560. A certain Anonymous Au- 
her has done the ſame Hiſtory into French, in 
ro. 1606. And Gemma Friſius has pub- 
im'd in Latin, the Geographical. Part of all 
he Places mention'd in that Hiitory. 
Jerome Benzono has compos'd a Hiſtory of the 
ew World in Tralian, printed in Bvo, 1572. 
ut this Author is no Friend to the Spariards. 
Theodore de Bry has Tranſlated this Piece into 
ain, with ſome additional Obſervations, and 
inſerted in the 4th, 5th & 6th Tom. of his 
Hſtory of the Weſt Indies. 
Licentiate John Caſtellan has publiſh'd a Hi. 
ory of the mo5t Illuftrious Perſons of the Indies, 
t Verſe, in 4to, 1589. 
The 2d and 3d Part of this Work was never 
inted, but only in MS, and is to be ſeen in 
e Famous Library of Don John de Saldierna, in 
n. Licentiate Lewis Tribaldo of Toledo, a 
oſt celebrated Hiſtoriographer of the Indies, 
eſcrves likewiſe a MS. of the ſecond Part 
this Work. 
John Georgino has writ a Hiſtory of the New 
„ld in Italian, in 4to, 1516. 
Guido Pancirolla, among, his other Obſerva- 
dns, makes mention of the Diſcovery of tie 
w World ; printed in Latin, in 8vo. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Of the Riches and C nrioſities to be obſern'( 
in the Ilie of Jamaica. 


Difficulties, and attended with no ſmall 
rouble and Labour, to be exactly in. 
form'd of the Curioſities of the New World 
and to bring from thence thoſe immenſe Tres. 
ſures, which have enrich'd and fill'd E urope 
with Gold and Silver. What vaſt Tracts of 
the Seas! How many unknown Countries, were 
they not forc'd to traverſe, before they were 
able to -attain to all theſe Diſcoveries ! The 
vaſt Difference of Air and Water! Of Food 
unknown to the Europeans! and many other 
things, prov'd very incommodious to them: 
The vaſt Foreſts and Wilderneſles they were 
oblig'd to paſs! The Bears, the Tigers, the 
Lions, the Serpents they were to encounter in 
thoſe Deſarts! all theſe things ſeem as if, in all 
Humane probability, they would have check'd 
and kept back the moſt courageous from ſuch an 
Undertaking. 
© The Difference of Languages was not of the 
leaſt Obſtacles among the reſt, ſince the Emre 
peans and Indians could not underſtand one an- 
other. But what is it a Courageous and Indu- 
ſtrious Man 1s not capable of compaſſing, when 
ſupported by certain Hopes of reaping the 
Fruits of his Labour ? 

The Conqueſt of the New World was not 
purchas'd by the Spaniards, without many 4 
{mart Engagemear, and much Blood ſhed ; be- 
ſites that, they were frequently expos'd to 
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Famine, 'Thirſt, and the Wants of every thing 
neceſſary for the ſupport of Humane Life; they 
were often forc'd to march on Foot, without 
Shoes, in theſe Savage and rugged Countries; 
but the Hopes of Gain made them bear up with 
an invincible Courage, againſt all theſe Difficul- 
ties and Obſtacles. 
Chriſtopher Columbus, after his ſecond return 
from Europe into New Spain, founded a City 
there, in 1493. unto which he gave the Name The City 
of Iſabella. He ſet ſail from thence with two „ Labella 
Veſſels, to make a Diſcovery of the Iſle of Ja- Tut 
maica, about 25 Leagues to the Weſtward of 
the Iſle of Spain, and under the 27th Degree 
from the Equinoctial Line: Its Length is of 
about 55 Leagues, and its Breadth 26, accord- 
ing to the Computation of the Europeans; but 
the Inhabitants make its Length of 75 or 80 
Leagues, and its Breadth only of 16 or 17. The 
noſt Eaſterly Part is call'd Cape Morant : The 
'E whole Circumference of the Iſle of Jamaica 
may be computed at 159 Leagues; the Province 
of Carthagena, on the Continent, is about 120 
Leagues diſtant thence. 
The Inhabitants of this Iſle, much reſemble, 
both in their Language and Manners , thoſe 4 fort 2 
of Hiſpanola: They go naked. The Country fun, 
abounds in every thing, and has ſome rich 
Mines: It produces Trees of all kinds, in vaſt 
Nombers and abundance of Cattle. The Horſes 
brought thither from Caſtile, are multiplyd 
ere to a great Number; their paſture Grounds 
are fat and fertile, water'« by very ſalubrious 
Paters, coming from ſeveral Lakes and Rivers, 
hich afford them good Store of all forts of 
Fiſh of an excellent taſte. The Europeans that 
ae ſettled at Jamaica, make their chief Profit in 
Trafficking with Cattle, Callicoes of which 
3 they 
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they have have great Plenty, and Sugar the 
product of their Sugar-Canes. The firſt Go. 
vernour of Jamaica was John Deſchivel,who went 

thither with Chriſtopher Columbus, in his ſecond 
Voyage thither in 1493. He being a brave 
Captain, made an entire Conqueſt of that Ile, 
reduc'd it under the Obedience of the Crown 
of Caſtile, and reſtor'd Tranquility to the In- 
habitants, rather by his gentle and generous | 
Deportment, than by force of Arms, abſtain- 
ing, as much as poſlibly he could, from ſhedding j 
of humane Blood, as well out of a Principle 
of Religion, as of good Policy. He dy'd at the 
End of three Years. 

Ferdinand, King of Spain, commanded Dor 
Diego Columbo to take up his Reſidence in Jamai. 
ca, and conſtituted Francis Gatai chief Super- 
viſor of his Royal Revenues. This Man ſoon 
acquir'd vaſt Riches ; but his Riches and good 
Fortune occaſion'd his Fall, by inſpiring him 
with an immoderate Deſire of heaping up 
Treaſure. For this Purpoſe he equippd, 
in 1523, ſeveral arm'd Veſlels, which being 
well provided with Men and Proviſions, he 
order'd them to fail to the Continent, and to 
erect a new Colony on the Banks of a very plea- 
ſant River, call'd the River of Palm-Trees, in 
the Province of Paxuco ; but meeting with 
great Oppoſition from Ferdinand de Cortez, lsh 
whole Delign vaniſh'd into Smoak. Soon after] 
the ſaid Ferdinand underſtanding, that Francs 
de Garai had bin made both Governour and 
Intendant of the Finances of Jamaica by the 
King, he tranſplanted a new Colony thitber 
from the Continent, and appearing there in 
Perſon, ſcarce any, either of the Europeans ot 
Indians, would acknowledge Garai for their 


Governour. Vex d to the Heart at this An 
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he reſoly'd to go to Menico, where he dy'd ſoon 
after for Grief; and the Government of Ja- 
maica devolv d to Don Diego Columbo. 1 
The Chriſtians have two Settlements in the 
lle of Jamaica, the chiefeſt, call'd Sevile, is on 
the North-lide, and that to the South is call'd 
Oriſtan. The principal Church is at Sevile, dig- 
nify'd with the Title of an Abby; it was a very 
fair Structure, and endow'd with great Re. 
venues at that time, when Peter Martyr (who 
writ the Hiſtory of the New World) was Abbot 
of it; but both this Church and Iſland are not 
ſo conſiderable now, ſince: the daily new Diſ- 
coveries made on the Continent, .. which has 
drawn the lahabitants thither,andalmoſt diſpeo- 
pled the Iſland: However, Jamaica is very well 
worth any Bodies Care, by reaſon of its Ferti- 
lity and Wholeſome Air, and Waters, not to 
ſpeak of many other © Plny he of Life, 


whereof there is great Plenty there; Beſides, 

that its Ports being both ſafe and large, and the 

Sea furniſhing them with vaſt Stores of Fiſh, it 

may be ſaid, that Jamaica is not inferior to any ; 
of the beſt Countries, ſince it abounds in every 
thing that is convenient or neceſſary. 

The Reljgion and Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants 
of Jamaica are the ſame with thoſe of the o- 
ther Indians, they are addicted to Idolatry, 
Abominations, and the ſame Vices ; but they 
have a peculiar way of catching Parroquets, 
In the Seaſon, when theſe Birds are upon the ,,,,, ,z, 
flight, you ſee a prodigious Quantity of them 11qians 
Ia the Ifle of Jamaica, eſpecially upon the Banks catch Far- 
of the Rivers and Brooks where they are us d . 
to feed: The Indians take ſome Gourds or 
Citruls, theſe they hollow our, and ſet them a 
float on .the- Surface of the Water ; after the 
Wiad has mov'd them ſometimes to one, ſome- 
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times to the other ſide; they drive at laſt a. 
ſhoar: The Parroquets frightned thereat, fly 
up into the Air, but by Degrees begin to 
be accuſtom'd to the ſight of the Citrul, and 
growing bolder, tollow'the Motion, ſometime 
on one, ſometimes on the other ſide of the Ri- 


ver, according as the Citrul is guided by the | 
Wind: The Bird- catcher perceiving the Parro- 


quets to follow the Citruls, puts his Head into 
one of them, being hollow'd out before, and 
45. plunging himſelf into the Water, Swim 


after thoſe that are floating on the Surface | 


thereof his whole Body being under Water, 
and the Gourd covering his Head to the very 


Shoulders, he looks through a Hole made for 


that purpole in the Citrul, on what ſide the 
Parroquets are ſettled: This done, he draws 
nearer that way, and then ſeating himſelf upon 
his Citrul-head, advances as near and as foftly 
towards them as he can; and ſo catching with 
his Hand, the Parroquets that is moſt remote 
from the Flock, he draws it into the Water, 
ſtifles and ties it to his Girdle, and then goes 
on in the ſame manner as before, till he has 
catch'd a good Number of them. The Indiars 
being moſt excellent Swimmers, they are more 
dextrous in ſuch like things than any other Na- 
tion; for by this dexterity, and the ſwift and 

aſie Motion they make, both above and under 
Water, they catch abundance of theſe Birds in 
a very ſhort time. The Parroquets they catch 
in Jamaica are white and ſmall, but of a moſt 
delicious taſte. ' They have alſo another way Cl 
catching theſe Birds: They lay themſclves at 
length near the Edges of the Lakes, and Banks 
of the Rivers, govering their Heads with 
Herbs and Twigs of Trees ; the Parroquets 
pnawares of the Snare, come to Pearch upon 
them, and ſo are eaſily taken. CHAT, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


07 the Situation and Curioſities of the Iſle 
— of Cubagua. 


Here are certain Countries, which to out- 
ward Appearance ſeem to be nothing elſe 

than Deſarts, unfit to be cultivated, or to 
produce any thing for the Subſiſtance of Men, 
which nevertheleſs contain ſome things which 
turn to the great Benefit of Mankind. *Tis 
therefore, not without good reaſon, expreſly 
ſaid in the Holy Scripture, That God approv'd 
of all the Works he had made. Thus we ſee 


ſome Grounds, on the Surface whereof appears 


nothing but T horns, Thiſtles and Stones, which 
in their Entrails encloſe the richeſt Mines, of 
Gold, Silver, or ſome other valuable Metal. 
Other Grounds there are, which being abſolute- 
ly barren and uſeleſs at firſt ſight, nevertheleſs 
alford excellent Materials for Dying and Paint- 
ing. Even thoſe venemous and moſt dangerous 
Creatures the Serpents, furniſh us with the moſt 


ſpecifick Remedies againſt Poiſons and other ma- 


lignant Diſeaſes. 

The Ile of Cubagua, which is both very ſmall 
and barren, and which affords not ſo much as 
one Drop of ſweet Water, being without ei- 
ther a River, Spring, Lake, or any other 
ſanding Water; and its Ground being ſuch as 
is not to be cultivated, but with the utmoſt 
Difficulty, is, notwithſtanding all this, not quite 
deſtitute of Inhabitants. There is a very goodly 
City there. and the Inhabitants live in ſo mush 
Plenty and Riches, that it may compare with 


any of the beſt in the Indies; its Circumferenca 
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being no leſs than betwixt two and three 
Leagues. Chriſtopher Columbus was the firſt who 
diſcover'd this Iſle, in 1496. ſince which time 
ſo many Pearls have bin brought from thence 
as amount to an almoſt ineſtimable Summ, and 
the ſame Traffick is continud there to this Day, 
becauſe all along the Shoar of this Ifle, that 
precious Commodity is taken up in great 
Quantities. 
The iſle of Cubagua is only Io Degrees and a 
half diſtant from the Equinoctial-Line, and not 
above 4 Leagues from the Continent. Columbus, 
when he firſt came nearthe Shoar of this Iſle, ſaw 
ſome few Indians buſied in Fiſhing for Pearls, 
Pearl Faß hut they got away as faſt as they could: Hows 
Tor oy ever, there happen'd an Indian Woman to be 
the Ile of 1Eft in one of their Canoes, who had a Neck-lace 
Cubagul. of very large Pearls about her Neck; for the 
Indians don't regard or make uſe of the ſmaller 
ſort, being ignorant how to bore them: One 
— of Columbus s Mariners happening to have by 
kim ſome Pictures in Frames, and ecmbelliſh'd 
with Figures, this he ſhew'd to the Woman, and 
ſomeof the Indians that were not far off, to 
tempt them by the Sight thereof, and finding 
them not quite ſo ſhy as before, he took the 
Figures to pieces, and fold them to them; the 
Indian Woman giving him in exchange ſeveral 
Rows of Pearls. He carry'd them to the Ad- 
miral Columbus, who was not ſo far Maſter of 
himſelt as to diſſemble his Joy, tho? he did all 
he could to do it, leſt the whole Ships-crew 
ſhould be acquainted with the real Value of 
theſe Pearls; ſo he told them in a very gay 
Humour, That they were come to tb richeſt 
Country in the World, and commanded a ſo- 
jemn Day of Thankſziving to be held among 
them. The Indians ſoon after gave him a ns 
UP 
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Cup full of very large Pearls, in exchange for 
{ach another Piece of Minature, which was ſent 
to the King of Spain. But for fear his Mariners 
ſhould become too eager, after this Traffick of 
Pearls, he thought it beſt not to let them ſtay 
there much longer; beſides that, if this Diſ- 
covery could be kept from the Knowledge of 
the World, they might take another more 
convenient Opportunity of continuing this 
Traffick with an incredible Advantage; tho? 
at that ſame time he might have exchang'd a 
whole Buſhel full of the fineſt Pearls in the 
World for Trifles ; but knowing the Sea-men 
to be a Generation that were not to be confided 
in, he was afraid he ſhould be betray'd by them. 
However, not withſtanding all his Precaution, 
one Alexander Nigro having got Scent of the 
Matter, by. ſome who were then in the ſame 
Ship with Columbus, equipp'd a Veſlel, and in 
Company of theſe Mariners ſet Sail for that 
Coaſt, where they got ſo many Pearls, that 
they return d loaden with Riches to Spain. But 
Ferdinand de Vega, VV ice-roy of Galicia, ſeiz d the 
Ship, and. put the Men in Priſon, under Pre. 
tence, that they bad undertaken this Vogage 
without the King's Commiſſion, and it was a 
conſiderable time before they could obtain their 
Liberty. 

There is in the Iſle of Cubagua a Spring of an % Oily 
extraordinary Nature, from whence comes a String in 
Liquor not unlike Oil, which runs into the Sea, % lee. 
without mixing with tbe Salt Water, but ſwims 
on the top of it for the ſpace of two or three 
Leagues, after which it ſends forth a moſt 
fragrant Scent; it enters into the Compoſition 
of ſeveral Medicines. The Horns which grow 
on the Feet of ſuch Hogs as the Europeans 
brought into. that Ifland, encreas'd by degrees 

to 


313 


— . — 
» of - py —— 
* — — — — — * _ * — — - 
— - - — 1 = — — 2 — 

— - x — — — = . _y a — 

A * > - \ 5 
5 i b * * FEES 2 — om ed — 
J = I. < gl - * 
- * £ — * — _ — * — 
— - WIFE * - 
| : 


2 3 — COY © 
= — - 2 — — 
— — — 2 2 
« Colts. 
n I 
2 5 by — p * 
—— — — a - — 


U 


— — rer — — 
4 
— 5 


314 


The General H 28 T OR Y 


to the length of a Man's Hand, and bent up- 
wards. | | 
One of the greateſt Inconveniences the Inha- 


bitants of this Iſle are ſubject to, is, the want 


of freſh Water; this they are forc'd to fetch 
from the Continent, as far as the River Cumana, 
ſeven Leagues diſtant thence. The Shoar all 
about this Iſle is rocky, and cover'd with thoſe 


Oiſters from whence they take theſe Pearls, 
vr hich produce theſe Eggs in vaſt Numbers; but 


they muſt have Patience to let them come to 
their full Perfection of bigneſs and beauty, as 
we ſee Grapes grow and ripen inſenſibly. In 
the beginning the Pearl 1s as fluid as a Drop of 
Milk, and fo ſmall as ſcarce to be diſcern'd ; 
but it grows like a living Creature, and be- 
comes ſolid and hard by degrees ; there are 
however. vaſt Numbers of theſe Pearls which 
remain ſmall] for ever, and grow ſcarce above 


the bigneſs of a Sand Corn. The King of 


Spain ought to have a fifth Share of all the 
Gold and Pearls they find; but they are nor fo 
very Conſcientious in this Point, they will 
often hide the fineſt Pearls, and keep them for 
their own Ule, if they think they can do it 
with Impunity. *Tis incredible, but only to 
ſuch as have bin Eye-witneſſes thereof, what a 
prodigious Quantity of Pearls this ſmall Trac 
of the Sea produces. 

In the Year 1516. certain Religious of the 
Order of St. Dominick and St. Francis, ſet fail 
for the Province of Cumana, on the Continent, 
to convert theſe barbarous and idolatrous Na- 
tions; bat the Indians were ſo far from giving 
ear to their Holy Exhortations, that they mal- 
ſacred them. This ill Treatment did not de- 
ter ſome other Fathers of the ſame Orders, who 
expos'd their Livres to the ſame Danger, 22 
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ſucceeded ſo well, that they erected two Con- 7 


vents there. Among theſe Religious Men, vents e- 
there was one who being well skill4 in Chirur. 7740» 
gery, us'd, with a great deal of Charity, e Con- 


| to cure ti 
the Wonnds of theſe Indians, which produc'd this L. 


this good Effect, that they began to hearken to 
their Inſtructions. for their Converſion. But 
at the End of three years, the Indiaus of Cumana, 
Cariaco, Chiribichio, Maracapana, Tacaris, Ne- 
beri, and of Unari, entring into a Conſpiracy, 
waſſacred all the Spaniards, as well the Religio- 
ſo's as others, and ſet the two Convents on © 
Fire. "Tis probable they took this deſperate 


Courſe, by reaſon of the Hardſhips that were — 


impos'd upon them, on account of the Traffick 
of Pearls. One of theſe Religious Men, ſeeing 
the Convent on Fire, hid himſelf among ſome 
Willows for three Days, but at laſt, ſeeing no 
Means left to eſcape their Hands, he reſoly'd to 
ſurrender to the Indians, in hopes of meeting 
with a better Treatment at their Hands, than 
his Companions had done, conſidering the ma- 

ny good Offices he had done them: They kept 
him for three Days, without offering him the 
leaſt Harm; during which time they had fre- 
quent Conſultations together, ia what manner 
to proceed with this Religious Man: There 
were not a few of them who were of Opinion, 
not to kill him; but to keep him among them, 
and upon all Occaſions to make uſe of him, as 
an Inſtrumeat to make their Peace with the 
Spaniards ; but the major Party being of a con- 
trary Sentiment, he was miſerably cut to pieces. 
But it was not long before they repented of this 
Cruglty, and they have coufeſs'd ſince, that all 
mei redet that have betaln them from that 
time, were 2 due Puniſhment for the Death of 
this Religioſo. The Spaniards diſpers d in my 
e 
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Ie, hearing this diſmal News, thought it high 


time to provide for their Security, which they 


did immediately; for 300 of them retir'd to 


They leave St. Domingo in Hiſpamola, with ſo much Pre- 


cipitation, that they left all their Goods and 
Stores behind them, which were pillag'd after- 
wards by the Iſlanders. 


Don Diego Columbo, enrag'd to the higheſt - 


degree at this Treachery of the Indians, re- 
ſolv'd inſtantly to revenge the Death of his 
Country-mea, and to puniſh with the utmoſt 
Rigour the rebellious Indians. For this purpoſe, 
having order'd ſeveral Ships to be equipp'd, he 
gave the Command of this ſmall Squadron to 
Gonzales dq Ocampo with 300 Men a-board them, 
and all other Neceſſat ies for ſuch an Expedition, 
The Commodore ſeeing ſome of the chief Na- 
tives of the Iſle upon the Shoar, to learn from 
whence this Squadron came, and upon what 


'Defign, thought it moſt expedient, to try whe- 


ther they could get ſome of them into their 
Hands, in order to facilitate their intended 
Conqueſt: So they told them they were come 
from Caſtile, to Traffick with them, and ſhew'd 
them ſome Erropean Commodities, which they 
pretended they would exchange for Pearls. The 
Indians believing that they being lately come 
from Caſtile, knew nothing of what had hap- 
pen'd to the Sparſh Inhabitants of the Iſle, 
entred into a Conſultation, how to maſlacre 
theſe new Commers, as they had done their 
Counntry-men before. This being reſolv'd up-. 
on, ſome of the Chief of the Indians ventur d 
to go a- board, in order to invite the Commo: 
dore a-ſhoreg whom they preſented with what 
the Country afforded, and at the fame time 
gave him all poſſible Demonſtration of Affection 
aud Reſpect. He, on the other Haud, had 11 
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ken effectual care to keep all the Soldiers be- 
lo Deck, ſo that the Indians ſeeing none but Sea- 


men, made good cheer with the Spaniſh Officers: 


But in the midſt of their Jollity, at the Signal 
given, they were ſoon ſeiz'd and hang'd, to 
terrifie the reſt, that were flock'd in great Num- 
bers to the Sea-ſhoar. 

All this being done with little Noiſe, and leſs 
Danger, the Spaniards landed in the Iſle of Cu- 
baguay putting all to the Sword that pretended 
to oppoſe them, purſuant to the Orders of their 
Commodore, who alſo cauſed many moreof the 
Indians That fell into his Hands, to be ſeverely 
puniſh'd. But to bridle for the future theſe 
Barbarians, it was reſolv'd to erect a ſtrong 
Fort at the Entrance of the River Cumana, 
which done, they ſettled a regular Colony in 
the Iſle of Cubagua, which they had not bin 
able to effect with any Security hitherto. It 
was further thought adviſeable, to build their 
Houſes of Stone or Brick-work, as well as the 
Church, that, in caſe of Neceſſity, they might 
ſerve for a ſafe retreat. Pater Barry, a Spaniſh 
Gentleman, was the firſt who gave this Advice 


of bailding their Houſes of Stones. By this. 


Means the Iſle of Cubagua, and the oppoſite 
Shoar on the Continent, were reduc'd to an 
entire Obedience and Tranquility, whifh has 
continu'd ever ſince, that time, to the vaſt 
Advantage of both Parties, who draw a vaſt 
Profit from the Pearl- Fiſhery, and the Traffick 
that depends on it. | - 

In the Month of September, 1530. One Day 
when the Sky appear'd extreamly Serene, and 
the Weather very ſtill, it chang'd on a ſudden 
about ten of the Clock in the Forenoon ; the 
Sea ſwell'd all along the Coaft of the Province 
of Cumana, to a Prodigious height, with a 


moſt 
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moſt dreadful Noiſe; this was attended by an 


Adreadful Earthquake, which laſted for three quarters of 


Farth- 
quake. 


How to 


an Hour, with ſuch Violence, that one would 
have believ'd the whole Earth to be ſhatter'd to 
pieces. By this Earthquake the Fort was quite 
deſtroy'd, and a vaſt Tract of Land laid quite 
under Water; vaſt Concavities were ſeen full 
of a putrid black Water; a great Number of 
Indians dy'd meerly out of Fear, and a much 
greater Number were cruſh'd to death by their 
Cabines and other Accidents. A vaſt Moun- 
tain, tho” at leaſt five Leagues diſtant from the 
Sea, open'd it ſelf, to the great Terror of all 
ſuch as beheld ſo dreadful a Spectacle. The 


Earthquake being quite over, and the Waters, 
faln and reduc'd into their natural Boundaries, the 


Governour order'd the Fort immediately to be 
re- built, toKeep the Indians in Awe, which has 
produc'd the deſir'd Effect, for they never 


have ventur'd upon any Revolt fince that 


time. 

Frequent mention having bin made 1a this 
Collection, of matters relating to the Pearls, it 
will not be beyond our Scope, to give a few 
Words of Advice to thoſe who buy them, they 
being often impos'd upon, for want of Experi- 
ence and Skill; for there are abundance of 
Pearls, which paſs currently for very good and 
perfect ones, when actually they are not ſo; 
their Bigneſs and outward Luſtre, is apt to 
dazle our Eyes; but this Appearance is often 
very fallacious. To diſcover the hidden De- 


know good fects and Faults of a Pearl, and to know whe- 


Pearls, 


ther ſhe is ſpeckled, or broken, or has any o- 


ther Imperſection, the beſt way is, to make 
Trial of it by the Reverberation of the Sun» 
beams; for by this Means your Eye will pene- 
trate into the very Center of the Pearl, 1 
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diſcover the leaſt Defect it has; you will then ſee 
whether it be Pure, qr have any Spots or not, 
and conſequently you may the better gueſs at its 
Value. 

'Tis not to be imagin'd, that the Gold and 
Pearls that are brought from the Indies, were at 
firſt found out, or are ſtill acquir'd without 
great Hazard and Danger; it has colt the Lives 
of a great many Perſons of all Ranks, who have 
periſh'd by Ship-wrecks in thoſe Seas, that were 
unknown to the Europeans, at the firſt Diſcovery 
of the Indies; and ſuch like Accidents happen 

ſometimes toooften in our Times, by the over- 
ſight of the Captains and other Officersof Ships, 
who venture upon ſo long a Voyage in old Ships 


Jar: x 
that are Rotten, Worm-caten and Leaky; for Je in 


it is to be obſerv'd, that in ſome Parts of the 
New World, the Worm gets into the Sides and 
even into the Rudder of the Ship. Be- 
ſides this, that the frequent Calms, and 
Winds which blow at certain Seaſons of the 
Year, from one Corner only, oftentimes de- 
tain a Ship beyond all Expectation four or five 
Months in a ſmall Voyage; ſo that their Pro. 
viſions being either ſpent or ſpoil'd, they are in 
the utmoſt Danger of periſhing by Famine or 
Thirſt, 

'Tis an old and common ſaying, that, To 
learn to Pray, a Man ought to take a Voyage. For 
25 there Danger, and even Death it ſelf frequent- 
ly look a Maa in the Face in his moſt dreadful 
Shape, without any Proſpect of Humane aid 
for his Delivery, he is, when every thing elſe 
fails, oblig'd to have Recourſe to God, and to 
implore, in his moſt fervent Prayers, his Provi. 
dence. Tis no difficult matter to ſhew, by a 
thouſand Inſtances, that God has afforded his 
manifeſt Aſſiſtance, to thoſe who Tent 102 

their 
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their Vows to him, in the laſt Extremity of 
Danger. | 

In the Year 1513. A Ship bound from Spain 
to the New Werld, ſtriking againſt the Rocks 


'on that Coaſt was ſtav'd quite to Pieces. There 


was a-hoard the Veſſel a Father and Son, Na- 
tives of Sevile, who ſeeing all was loſt, recom- 
mended themſelves to God's Mercy, and light. | 
ing of a Plank of the Ship, took hold of it, in 


certain Hopes that God would aſſiſt them in 


this Extremity : They were thus left to the 
Mercy of the Winds and Waves for three Days 
together, when an European Veſſel happening to 
paſs accidentally near them, and ſeeing them 
in this miſerable Condition, took them a-board 
the Ship, when they were juſt at the Point of 
Death for want of Suſtenance, and the Fatigues 

they had undergone. | 
In the ſame Year 1513. Another Veſſel ſet fail 
from St. Domingo, for Darien, near the Gulph 
of Uraba, in the Province Camaco, which had | 
lately bin conquer?d, and whereof Captain 
Vaſco Nunez. was Governour. This Veſlel had 
a-board both Merchandizes and a good Number 
of Paſſengers. The Pilot happening to miſtake 
the Shoar, carry'd the Veſſel 50 or 60 Leagues 
lower than he ought to have done; ſo that be- 
ing by the ſtrong Currents at laſt forc'd among 
the Rocks, they were forc'd to throw their 
whole Lading over-board, which in Effect ſav d 
ſome part of the Ship: However, the Marl- 
ners ſeeing the manifeſt , Danger they were 
expos'd to, got into the Boat, but would not ſufſer 
any of the Paſſengers to go along with them; 
they wers toſs'd up and down along the Coaſt 
for a conſiderable time, without knowing where 
they were, or being able to find out a landing 
Place, till at laſt being carried by (Le VION 
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of the ind into the open Sea; they all miſerably 
periſh'd; there, perhaps by the juſt Puniſhment of 
God for their Cruelty in hindering the Paſſengers 
from coming into their Boat; But Providence 
took a particular Care of them in their Ex- 
tremity : They were no leſs than thirty-five 
in Number, and by one Means or other all made 
Shift to get a-ſhoar, in hopes that the Sea-men, 
who were gone away In the Boat, would find 
out ſome way or other to deliver them from the 
Danger that threataed them from the In- 
dians. They liv'd ia this Expectation and in- 
certitude for three Weeks together, not know- 
ing what to do, or what to reſolve upon. In 
this Diſtreſs they ſaw 320. Indians coming to- 
wards them, in an hoſtile manner; but finding 
them without Arms, and without the leaſt 
Deſign of defending themſelves, they did them 
not the leaſt harm: They askd them by Sigus, 
as well as they could, from whence they came? 
and upon what Deſign? In anſwer to which, 
the Chriſtians made em ſenſible, That they want- 
ed to be reliev'd with Proviſions above all o- 
ther things. The Indians ſhew'd them ſeveral 
Plates, and pieces of Gold, Rings. Ear-rings, 
and ſuch like, which they frankly offer'd them; 
but the Chriſtians refus'd to accept of them : 
They then brought before them divers young 
Indian Women, quite naked, which they offer d 
them with the ſame freedom as they had done 
their Gold ; but theſe being likewiſe refus'd by 
the Chriſtians, they were ſo much taken with 
their Continency, that they not only offer d 
them not the leaſt Violence, but alſo gave them 
a Share of what Proviſions they had, of their 
Maliz or Bread Corn, of Fruits and ſome 
Fiſh, After this they convert familiarly 
with the Jidiaus for near {even Weeks; or 
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beginning to loſe all hopes of being reliey'd, 
they reſolv'd to build a ſmall Bark out of the 
'Planks. and other Remnants of their Ship. 


wreck'd Veſlel, tho* they had neither Iron, nor 


Saw, nor Hammer, nor any 11 r Tools re- 
quiſite for the building of a Bark; th 


ey ſupply'd 
this Defect as well as they could, in ſpite: Hh all 


the Difficulties - that lay in their way; they 
pick*'d the Pitch and Tarr from the broken 


Ship, as well as the Tow, and as many Nails as 


they were able to get 'our, ſupplying the reſt 
with wooden Peggs: To be ſhort, they work'd 


with fo much Applicatlon and Reſolution, that 
at laſt they launch'd their Veſſel, and brought 
her into the Water. 

They all embark'd a-board this ſecond Ark, 
except five or ſix that dy*'d before; they under- 
took their Voyage without any 'Marine-Map, 
without a Compaſs or Pilot, without knowing 
which Way they were to ſteer their Courſe, to 
reach Darien, whether Eaſt or Weſt : After 
they had fail'd at random for four Days, with- 
out the leaſt hopes of ſeeing an End of their 
Voyage; they ſteer'd a contrary Courſe, ſome- 


times making uſe of their Sails, ſometimes of | 
their Oars ; but all this while going on they | 


knew not whither, like Men out of their Senſes. 
On the other Hand, they began to be ſorely 


pinch'd with Hunger, which oblig'd them to 


make to the next Shoar, to get ſome freſh 
Water, and a few Roots, to kcep themlelves 
from ſtarving. | 


What moſt of all puzzled them, was, that 


ſometimes they were forc'd to ſtop, becauſe 
their Bark could go on no further over the 
Sands; one Half of them dyd for Hunger, 
Vexation, and the continual Fatigues they 


were obliz'd to undergo ; ſo that being now 
reduc'd 


of VovAdks ind Travers; 
reduc'd to fourteen, they had at laſt the good 
Fortune, to get into the Iſle of Gomera, from 
whence they were tranſported to Darien. So 
deplorable a SpeQacle mov'd all that faw it to 
Compaſſion ; for they were ſo lean and dry'd up, 
that they look d like Skeletons, having nothing 
left but a Humane Shape. Being reduc'd to 
the ntmoſt Deſpair for want of Victuals, they 
agreed to caſt Lots among them, to ſee which 
of them ſhould be kill'd, in order to ſave the 
Lives of the reſt ; and they engag'd one another 
by Oath, that he whoſe Lot it ſhould be, to be 
facrific'd, for the Preſervation of his Compa- 
— nions, ſhould take his Death with Patience, and 
without Remorſe : The fatal Lot happen'd to 


fall upon one Alvarez de Apuillar, a Native of 


Toledo; however, they agreed to ſtay till Night 


before they would Kill him; when juſt upon the 


cloſe of the Day they eſpy'd a Ship, which ma- 
king towards them, deliver'd them by a kiud of 
Miracle. 

Much about the ſame time, there happen'd 
another Adventure, no lefs remarkable then 
that whereof I have given a Relation juſt now. 

A Veſlel ſet ſail from Hiſpaniola, for Europe, 


in 1514. Being in the open Sea, above 300 7,8ance; 
Leagues from the Harbour from whence it came, of un- 
began to be ſo Leaky, that two Pumps were lo Deli- 
icarce able to keep her above Water: Thoſe ©”? # 


. * YE: 
that were a-board her, ſeeing the eminent 


Danger they were expos'd\too, "happily got into 
the Boat, the ſame Moment they ſaw the Water 
overflow the Deck, and ſwallow up the Veſſel 
into the Abyſs of the Sea. The haſte they 
were in, to get one before the other into the 
Boat, made them ſo careleſs in all other Reſpects 
but their preſent Preſervation, that they never 
thovghs of taking either Bread, Wine, or any 

2 1 bother 


The Gentral HISTORY 


other thing fir for Suſtanance along with them, 
no more than their Sea Map and Compals 3 by 
good Chance a young Spaniard had ty'd about 
two Ponnds of Bisket in a Napkin, for his 
own Uſe, and it ſeems as if God Almighty 
thought fit to revive his former Miracle of the 
Multiplication of Bread, out of Commilera- 
tion of theſe poor Wrerches, becauſe this ſmall 
Quantity of Bisket, did keep alive a conſidera- 
ble Number of Men. Which according to the 
Courie of Nature, is ſcarce to be 'conceiv'd 
within the - Compaſs of a Poſſibility : They 
were toſs d up and down, not knowing whe- 
ther they went, being, as I told you, without 
a Maritine- Map or Compaſs : Being at laſt 
quite ſpent with labouring at the Gar, they 
agreed at laſt to ſow their Shirts together, to 
make uſe of them inſtead of a Sail, one among 
them having by chance ſome Needles about bim, 
b it they wanted Thread ; to ſupply this Defect 
they unripp'd their Waſt- coats, and ſtitch'd up, 
with the Threads they pick'd out of them, their 
Sail: Thus abandoning themſelves to the 
Mercy of the Winds and Waves, they h1sband- 
ed their Bisket as well as poſſibly they could, 
till they had no more than an Ounce and a 
Half left; to quench their Thirſt they fre- 
quently waſh'd their Hands and Faces with the 
Serlwater, and others drank their own Urine: 
Being reduc'd to this laſt Extremity, they una- 
ni nouſl/ offcr'd their Vows to the Virgia Mary, 
whoſe lmage is worſhip'd in the greit Church of 
Sevile, and after a molt doleful Navigation of 
eleven Days, beyond all Ex dectation, found 
themſelves about three Le agnes from the Coaſt 
of MHipariola, where they got a-hoar about 
Non, Ss id retorn'd their hear ty Thanks to that 


God who had Gy'd their Lives in fo miraculors 
A nlanmner. | if 
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ff a Man happens to be ſurpriz d by ſame un- 
foreſeen Danger, the beſt way to arm himſelf a- 
gainſt it is, Patience, Reſolution, and to leave 
nothing unattempted to get out of it; but the 
contrary is a great Piece of Folly, for a Man to 
court Danger for his own Fancies ſake, an In- 
ſtance whereof we had in the Indies, in a young 
Portugueſe, in 15:4 during that Voyage to the 
Continent, wherein Pedraria de Avile commando 
ed a Squadron of ſeycnteen or eighteen Ships, 
by vertue of a Commiſſion from the moſt Catho- 
lick King Ferdinand. One Day as they were 
under fail in the Ocean, with a favourable 
Wind, one a. board the Admiral's Ship took an 
Opportunity of making Sport with a young 
Portugueſe, who being a rattle brain d and capri- 
cious Fellow. ſwore bitterly, that unleſs they 
deſiſted to make him their May-game, he would 
throw himſelf into the Sea, and ſwim directly 
a· board another Ship belonging to the ſame 
Squadron: This raſh Expreſſion ſerv'd only to 
make the whole Compagy laugh, who took this 
Opportunity of tormenting the young Fellow, 
and of playing him divers ualcky Tricks: The 
Portugueſe Gap obs at their Proceedings, put 


an Engl:ſh Cap onfhis Head, and perceiving ano. Bo! har- 
ther Ship at no great diſtance from theirs, dineſ of 
throws himſelf into the Water. with an Inten- 4 9% 
tion to ſwim a- board her; but the Wind blow- © wa 71 
ing very frefh, the Ship ſoon out-ſail'd him.? = 
The Mariners belonging to his Ship, ſur- Wl | | 
priz'd at his FooJl-hardineſs,. made a Sign to 
the Ship that follow'd them, to give him 
their Aſſiſtance, which they did ia the very 
Nick of time, he being near half drown'd, and 


almoſt ſenſeleſs, when they took him up into 
their Ship. 7 
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Thoſe that travel by Sea, are ſubject to a 


thouſand Accidents, eſpecially in long Voyages; 
and tho? the greateſt and moſt frequent Dangers 
that threaten a Ship, muſt be attributed to the 
Rocks and Water, nevertheleſs Fire ſometimes 
alſo claims its ſhare in theſe Hazards, and puts 
a Veſſel in no leſs Danger than the reſt, if once 
it gets the Maſterhood there. It happen d in 
the Year 1533, that a Veſſel being under fail, 
with a fair and freſh Gale, was found to run 
unſteady in her Courſe, for want of ſufficient 
Ballaſt; to remedy this Inconveniency, three 
Tuns of Water were order'd to be fill'd, and 
one of the Sea- men, who had occaſion to look 
tor ſomething in the Hull of the Ship, took a 
Candle, which he ſnuff'd there, and caſt the 
Snuff, thro' Careleſſneſs, on the Ground. In 


the Night time the Sea- men keep their Watches 


by turns, and about two or three Hours after 
Sun-ſet, they perceiv'd ſo thick a Smoak, that 
thoſe that were upon the Watch were ready to 
be ſtifled with it. They ſearch'd in every Corner 


they could think of, till at laſt they found this 


Snuff faſten'd to a piece of a Cable, which was 
already half conſum'd by it, and had, without 
all doubt, ſet the whole Ship on Fire, had they 
not found Means immediately to ſtop it from 
going further, for it had quite burnt to Aſhes a 
whole Trunk with Cloaths, tho? there was not 
the leaſt Appearance of a Flame; by good 


Chance it had not as yet touch'd the Sides of the 


Veſſel, which were tarr'd and pitch'd, and 
very dry: When they open'd the Hatches in 
order to give vent to the Fire, the Flame broke 
out like a Whirl-wind, to the midſt of the 
Main-maſt. It happen'd very luckly, that theſe 
three Tuns with Water were not far from the 
Place where this Miſchance kappen'd, * 
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they did much greater Ser vice in extinguiſhing 
the Fire, than all the other Helps they made 
uſe of for the ſame purpoſe. This Accident 
may ſerve as a Warning to others, to make 
them ſenſible, that they can't be to careful in 
preventing ſuch Diſaſters, as come from the ill 
Management of Fire. 

Whether it be that Fear diſturbs our Imagi- 
nation, or whether the thing be really ſuch as 
it is related, certain it 1s, that there are Sea- 
men, who poſſitively affirm, to have heard 
Humane Voices in the Air, and to have ſeen 
moſt dreadful Spectres, ſufficieat to terrifie the 
boldeſt Man in the World. I will give you an 
Account of an Adventure of this Nature, 
whereof Martin de Vergara, firſt Commiſſioner to 
Admiral Don Lewis Columbo, and Chriſtopher 
Perez, were Eye-witneſſes. They ſet fail from 
the Port of St. Domingo in Auguſt 1533. with 
a Veſſel laden with Sugar, and ſome other Indi- 
an Commodities, beſides Gold and Silver, for 
Spain. John de Ermura, the Pilot, fell Sick 
and dy'd in the Voyage. In October they were 
ſurpriz'd by a moſt violent Tempeſt, which 
continu'd, without Intermiſſion, three Days and 
two Nights: The Mariners declar'd, that they 
heard certain Voices in the Air, and ſaw the Humme 
Veſſel ſurrounded with very frightful Figures Voices 
and Shapes. They were forc'd to lighten the bart 
Ship, and to throw over-board 300 Chelts with . 0 0 
Sugar, and above a 10000 Hides. The Veſſel Tempeſts 
let the Water in on all Sides, ſo that they judg'd 
it their beſt way, tho' with very little Hopes, to 
turn to the Port from whence they came, where 
they got ſafely into the Harbour; but all the 
Merchandizes that were left in the Veſſel were 
Quite ſpoil'd, and the News of their being 
Founder'd at Sea was carried into Spain, long 
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before they came back to St. Domingo. 

Alonſo Suas ſet ſail from Cuba, for New Spain; 
but being in the Month of January, about Mid- 
night, ſurpriz'd by a moſt violent Storm, which 
at ſeveral times plung d the Veſſel into the very 
Abyſs of the Sea, the Captain, who was a diſ- 
creet and good Man, with his Ship's-crew, had 
Recourſe to Prayers; at the ſame Moment they 
were uttering theſe Words, Monſtra eſſe Ma. 
trem, the Veſſel was rais'd from the very depth 
up to the Surface of the Waters, and it 'bein 
a very dark Night, they plainly ſaw a ſmall 
Light, which ſtood them in great ſtead, in the 
Management of the Ship, according to the ut- 
moſt of their Power. They likewile {aw about 
the Ship great Numbers of monſtrous Fiſhes of 
a prodigious Bulk, which queſtionlefs follow d 
them, to feed upon their dead Carcaſſes, if 
they ſhould be caſt away. The Tempeſt was ſo 
furious, that not being able to govern the Ship 
by the Rudder, or to make uſe of the Compaſs, 
they were forc'd to abandon the Veſſel to the 


Mercy of the Wind and Waves; ſo that at laſt 


ſtriking againſt a Rock, ſhe was ſtav'd to Pieces, 
the Gold, Silver, precious Stones, and Mer- 
chandizes of an incredible Value were all loſt, 
forty-ſeven Perſons were only ſav'd, all the reſt, 
together with the Captain, being drown'd ; 
thoſe that had eſcapd the Ship - wreck ee no- 
thing but Death in his moſt terrible Shapes 


before their Eyes, fitting on the Rocks without 


Proviſions, or any Hopes of Relief, and ſome- 
times were cover'd all over with the Waves, 
that beat with the utmoſt Violence againſt the 
Rocks, fo that they were in the utmoſt Danger 


of being carry d away with them into the open 


Sea. The Tempeſt being ſomewhat allay'd 
they eſpy'd a ſmall Canoe, which would hold 
85 % about 
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about five Men; they were extreamly rejoyc'd 
at the ſight thereof, and four of them went in- 
to her, to try whether they could ſee any Land 
or Ship, but ſaw nothing but the Wrecks of 


their Veſlel, with ſome Bales of Goods float- 
ing upon the Sea; they caſt Lots which Way to 
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Steer their Courſe, whether EA, Wet, North + 


or South to get Sight of Land; the Lot fell four 
times ſucceſſively to the Ea#, ſo chooling that 
Courſe, they ſaw Land before Night. 

The firſt Object that :offer'd it ſelf to their 
Sight, was a great Number of Animals ſhap'd 
like Hogs, which fed upon certaia Fruits 
that were faln from the Trees ; ſome of theſe 
Creatures made a moſt dreadful Noiſe through 
their Noſtrils : One of the Sea-men, who had 
made ſeveral Voyages in thoſe Parts, knew 
them to be Sea-wolves or Sca-calves; a Crea- 


Sea- 


ture the Shape of which is enough to daunt w9/ces, 


the boldeſt Man in the World; for they were 
ſeventeen or eighteen Foot long, and eight 
Foot thick; they were of a different Size, 
ſome being younger than others, Near them 
they heard the Voice of three Indians, who 
came out of the Water, but dy'd immedi- 
ately, before their Eyes, having ſwallow'd too 
much Salt Water in ſwimming ;' for the 
Sea Water here, if taken in too preat a 
Quantity, proves Mortal. Their Companions, 
who were left behind on the Rocks, at a Signal 
given, climbd from Rock to Rock, till they 
came near the Place where the other four were 
landed with their Canoe, and ſo were carry'd 
a ſhoar, Here Providence, which is always at 
hand to give her Aſſiſtance to Mankind, when 
they think every thing to be loſt, directed them 
to a Place, where they {aw-ſix Torroj/es upon 
the Shoar, one whereot was of fa valt a Bulk, 

that 
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that ſive Per ſons who got on her Back, were lifted 
up into the Air; they took care to turn them 
upon their Backs, becauſe in that Poſture they 
can't ſtir or move: The Fleſh of the Tortaſes 
is accounted a whoſeſome Food; but what is 
moſt obſervable is, that their Blood cures the 
Pox and Leper. Theſe poor Wretches made 
uſe of their Blood to quench their Thirſt, which 
ran like a Stream from them, ſo ſoon as they 
had looſened their firſt Shell; and they ſatisfiy'd 


their Hunger with the raw Fleſh of theſe Tor. 


tbifes, and with their Eggs, having neither 
Fime nor Opportunity to dreſs them. 

They found, in a ſmall adjacent Iſle, a num- 
ber leſs Quantity of Birds, which ſo darken'd 


the Sky, that one Man was not able to ſee ano- 


ther at fifry Paces diſtance; and they made ſuch 
a Chatteriag Noiſe, that they could ſcarce under- 


ſtand what they ſaid. Theſe Birds being not 


in the leaſt ſhy, they might take as many as 
they pleas d, with their Hands; and their Eggs, 
where-with the whole Shoar was cover'd, ſtood 
them in great ſtead,” in afford ing them good 
Nouriſnment: However, feeding continvally 
vpon raw Tortoiles-fleſh, and drinking nothing 
but their Blood, and that of the Birds, many 
of them fell ſick and dy'd.. To remedy this 
Inconveniency, they reſolv'd to make a Fire, 
which they did by rubbing two Sticks together, 
as they had ſeen the Indians do, and fo: they 
dreſs d the Birds, who were very fat and well 
taſted. But after all, tho'they now had pro- 


vided in ſome meaſure againſt Hunger, they 
were miſcrably afflicted with Thirſt, there be- 


ing not one Drop of freſn Water to be found 
in the whole Iſle; for tho' they had made a ſhift 
to dig ſome Pits with their Hands, the Water 
was as Salt and Bitter as the Sea-water * 5 
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Thus being continually tormented by Thirſt, 

they became ſo lean, that they reſembled rather 
Skeletons than living Men; being nothing but 
Skin and Bones. A little Page belonging to 

the Captain, unable to bear any longer hisThirſt, 
and eſpying near the Shoar one of the Sea- 
wolves lying at length, and ſuckling two of her 
young ones, got ſoftly near her, and taking a- 
way one of her Whelps, put himſelf in its . Boy 
ſtead, to ſuck the Old ones Tet, which turns ſucks the 
ing about, tore the Calf of his Leg all to pieces; Tet of a 
however, the Wound being rather large than Sra-welf, 
dangerous, he was cur'd of it in a ſhort time. 
t would be endleſs, to pretend to inſert an 
exact Account of all the Miſeries theſe poor 
Nen endur'd in this Deſart of an Iſland, during 
the Space of 153 Days: At laſt they contriv'd 
a ſmall Baxk, which they patch'd together out 
of the Planks of their Ship-wreck'd Vellel ; in 
this Work they ſpent three Months, and then 
ſent it to give notice of their Diſtreſs to their 
European Friends, who diſpatchd a Veſſel to 
(liver them from ſo deplorable a ſtate. -- 
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* the moſt remarkable things of NE 


SPAIN. 


N the Province of Swierchimalen, under the 
Juriſdiction of King Montezuma, are 4- 
bundance of Borroughs and Villages, af 
a hundred, two hundred or three hundred 

Families each: Theſe Indians were of a very 

tractadle Humour and agreeableDiſpoſition ; they 

were very ready to furniſh Cortez and his Atten. 
dants with every thing that was convenient and 
requiſte 
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requiſite for their Subſiſtance, purſuant to the An Ae- 


Orders they had f̃eceiv'd from their Lord An- £22 of 
tecuma, Who then had his Reſidence at the 1 


ſame Place, unto which they have ſince given 
the Name of, The Name of God. After you 
have traveFd two or three Days deeper into 
the Country, you meet ſcarce with any thing 
but Deſarts and bar ren Grounds, and the Air 
is ſo ſharp and cold there, that the other In- 
dians, who are bred in a hot, or at leaſt more 
temperate Climate, can't live there, but dye in 
a little time. The Inhabitants of theſe In · land 
Countries, build Towers on the Mountains, 
wherein they keep their Idols. 

The Chief Men of this Part of. the Country, 
came in great Numbers to viſit and ſee Cor- 
tex and his Attendants, without ſhewing the 
leaſt Fear or Suſpicion of the Spariargs,' who 
were not a little ſurpriæd, when they ſaw a 
good Fort, not inferior to any in Europe, in 


ico. 


thoſe Parts, being enclos d within a double , 3, % 
Wall, and a very deep Ditch. The Houſes Indian 


of the better ſort were very well built : And Fort. 


they being always in War with Afontezuma, 
they had made a Wall of Free- ſtone, from 
one Mountzin to another, to ſecure them- 
ſelves agginſt any ſudden Surprize : This 
Wall was twenty Foot thick, and had a Para- 
pet of four Foot and a Halt, from whence they 
caſt Stones and other things to annoy the 
Enemy. At the Extremity of a Vale, Cortez, 
who had only a few Horſe-men to attend him, 


was unexpectedly attack'd by 5002 Indians; 


but ſeeiag ſixty of their Companions Kkill'd 
on the Spot, without the Loſs of one Spa- 
mard, they run away in the utmoſt Confuſion. 
A few Days march beyond this Place, the 
ganiards ſaw themſelves ſurrounded by an 
Army 


my 
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Army of no leſs, than 100c00 Indians, arm'd 
with Bows and Arrows; but no ſooner ſaw 


© theſe miſerable Wretches the Spaniſh Horſe 


break in upon them, and trample. them un- 
der Foot, and no ſooner heard they the Noiſe 
of their Carbines and Piſtols (a thing that 
for its Novelty ſounded moſt dreadful in their 
Ears) but they run away as faſt as they could, 
leaving their Villages and Settlements to the 
Mercy of the Spaniards, who ſet Fire to them, 
Cortex had left in his Camp about two hundred 
Spaniſh Foot, twenty Horſe-men, and four 


220 Spa - hundred Indians. The Natives had gather'd 


niards 
beat 
150000 
Indians. 


And by 


an Army of 150000: Men, to force their 
Camp; but after having aſlaulted it invairfor 
four Hours, they retreated ; but drew up a 
gain behind the Woods, with an Intention 
to ſurprize them in their Intrenchments the 
next following Niglie, and to ſet it on Fire, 
Cortez, being inform'd thereof by ſome Priſon» 
ers he had taken, to the Number of fifty, he 
commanded their Hands to be cut off, and in 
this miſerable Condition to be ſent to the E. 
nemies Camp, to terrify the reſt, and to let 
them know what they muſt expect, unleſs they 
laid down their Arms: This produc'd all the 
deſir d Effect, for they were in ſuch Conſternation 
at this Spectacle of their Companions, that the 
quitted their Camp with all their Stores and 
Proviſions (which ſtood the Spaniards in great 
ſtead) and ſuch of them, as could not fly tall 
enough, threw themſelves headlong from the 
Precipices, rather than fall into the Hands ol 
the Chriſtians. | 
ing The Indians quite diſmay'd at all theſe Dil- 


zhem 10 aſters, begg'd for Peace, and declar'd theit 
ſubm13. Submition to the King of Spain; they alſo de- 
fired Cortez to leave his Camp, and take x 
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his Onarters with his Forces in their City, 
which is in their Language call'd Taſcalteral; 


being there much more ſpacious,” more mag- * of 


nificeat, and more populous than the City of 25 City of 


Granada was, at the time it was taken from Talcalte- 
the Moors by the Spaniards. Every thing neceſ- tal and the 
ſary for the Subliſtance of Life are here in 74 _ 
great Plenty, and excellent good Bread, 
Meat, Fiſh, Wild-Fowl, Fruits of all ſorts. 
The Country is water'd with Brooks and 
Rivers, Which render it both ' pleaſant and 
commodious. There is in this City a Market- 
place, unto which you ſhall lee every Day a- 
bove 30000 Perſons reſort, as well Buyers as 
Sellers : Here you ſee certain Stations for 
Sales-men, who ſell Cloaths after their Faſhion; 
another. for the ſale of Gold, another for Silver, 
others for precious Stones, for Caps made of 
Birds Feathers of various Colours, and ſo cu- 
riouſly contrivd and wrought, that nothing 
like it is to be ſeen in any other Parts. The 
Country affords vaſt Plenty of Wild-Fowl ; and 
that nothing might be wanting to fhew their 
Politeneſs, and their manner; of Living, they 
have abundance of Baths veyy well contriv'd: 
But what ſurpaſſes all the yeſt, is their Polity Their Go- 
and Goverament, every thing being tranſacted vermen:, 
with a great deal of good Order and De- 
cency ; whence we may conclude them to be a 
Nation not deſtitute of Reaſon and good Senſe, 
tho ſome Europeans perhaps have fram'd to 
themſelves quite contrary Notions concerning 
them.; beſides that, their Plains and Vallies 
are well manur'd, cultivated, ſow'd and co. 
ver'd with Fruits, Grain, Herbs, both for the 
Kitchin and Apothecaries-ſhop. Their man- 
ner of Government may moſt firly be com- 
par'd to the Genoeſe and YVenerians: They ac- 

Know- 
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knowledge no ſingle Perſon for their Lord, 
but the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs is 


committed to the Chief Men of the Country; 
their common People obey their Orders with- 


out Reſerve: If a War be reſolv'd upon, 
they all appear in Arms here, for the Defence of 


their Country. Moſt Vices are puniſh'd, but 


Theft and Robbery with the utmoſt Severity, 


Theft ſe- 
verely 


prnifh'd. 


An Indian, who had ſtoln ſome, inconfiderahle 
thing from an European, was carry'd-=before 
the Magiſacin, or their Chief Magiſtrate; ha. 
ving bin taken in a certain Village, not far 
from the Place where the Fact was commit. 
ted; the Magiſtrate order'd him to be deli. 


ver'd, with what he had ſtoln, to the Party 


he had robb'd, in order to puniſh him at bis 
own Diſcretion; but the European thankd 
the Magiſtrate, telling him, That he left him 
wholly to his Diſpoſal ; ſo the Criminal was 
lead through all the chief Streets of the Streets, 
the Trumpets ſounding before him, and pro- 
claiming his FaQ to the Market-place, where a 
Scaffold being erected, the Executioner, with 
a Wooden Mallet, gave him ſo many, and ſuch 
violent Blows upon the Head, that he dy 
on the Spot, in fight of all the People. | 
Mont exuma, who is look'd upon as the molt 
powerful Prince of all the Indies, ſent his Am- 


| baſſadors to Cortez, attended by two hundred 


Domeſticks, offering to pay an Annual Tribute 
in Gold, Silver, Silks, and other rich Com- 
modities, of the Product of his Dominions. 
There were ſome among the Indians, who 
forewarn'd Cortes not to confide too much in 
the fair Fromiſes and Words of Mante uma, 
Who, they ſaid, intended only to cajole him 
into his own Dominions, to have a fair Oppor- 


tunity of ridding his Hand at one ſtroak, both 
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of him and all his Followers; they told him, 
he was à Diſſembling and Treacherous Prince, 
whoſe Intention was to catch him in the Trap. 
Cortez, was very well pleas'd to find ſuch Ani- 
moſities among the Indians, in hopes that theſe 
Diviſions would ſoon furniſh him with an 
Opportunity of vanquiſhing them one after 


another, and bring them under the Subjection of 
Spain. . 
3 had actually put himſelf at the Treber 
Head of 50000 Indians, who were cantoned of rhe In. 
along the Road, and near thoſe Places through dians. 
which Cortez muſt of Neceſſity come; beſides, 
he had caus'd many Ditches to be dug, where- 
they had caſt ſharp pointed Irons, or a kind 
of Foot Angles, cover d with Turfs and Earth, 
in hopes to diſable, and render unſerviceable 
the Spaniſh Horſe, after they were wounded by 
theſe Irons; he had alſo taken Care to have 
| abundance of rugged Stones laid in the Streets of 
the City, through which they were to make their 
Publick Eatry, in hopes 'to ſpoil the Hoofs of 
their Horſes. Cortez being under-hand fore- 
warn'd of all theſe things, reſolv'd to try 
whether the Intelligence he had was true or 
not: He ſent for this Purpoſe, ſome Depu- 
ties to the Chief Men of the City of Churul- 
tecal, to acquaint them, that he thought it 
convenient they ſhould attend him in his 
Camp, in order to concert Meaſures betwixt 
them, that he might know, whether he muſt 
deal with them as his Friends, or as Ene- 


% mies. Accordingly they came, making the 
u beſt Excuſe they could for not having waited 
- on him ſooner ; becauſe, as they pretended, 


they being at Enmity with the People of that 
i Country where he then was, they durſt not 
5 venture to come thither, without expoſing 
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their Perſons to the greateſt Hazard : They 
further told him, they were not ignorant of 
what falſe Rumours had bin ſpread abroad a- 
gainſt them, to render their Inclinations andCon. 
duct ſuſpected to him; but that if he would ho- 
nour their City with his own Preſence, he ſhould 


be fully conviac'd of the Falſity of theſeRumours. 


The Iahabitants of Taſcatetal, who had fore- 
warn'd Cortez againſt Montezuma's ſiniſter 
Deſigns, did all that in them lay to divert 


him from going to Churalteral, to make trial 


of their Fidelity in Perfon ; but ſeeing he per- 


ſiſted in his Reſolution of going thither, they 


offer'd to attend him with r0co00 Fighting 
Men. _He thank'd them for their generous 
offer, but would take only 6000 along with 
him, becauſe he was unwilling to be trou- 
bled with ſo vaſt and uſeleſs a Multitude, 


and fear'd, not without reaſon, that his Spa- 


mardi might be infected with their diſorderly 
way of living in the Field. The next follow- 
ing Day, the Chief Inhabitants of Churultetal 


The Cityo/ came out of the City, to meet Cortez. with 
Churuite- Trumpets, Drums, Singers and Dancers at the 


cal. 


Head of them, to give him all the Dem on- 


ſtrations of their ſincere Inclinations and Joy 
that could be. Be was conducted with all 
imaginable ?omp, and lodg'd in one of the 
fineſt Houſes of the Place; his little Army had 


| likewiſe convenient Quarters aſſign'd them, 


and were well provided with Proviſions and 
all other Neceſlaries: But having obſerv'd 
ſome of theſe Trap holes, againſt which they 
had a Caution given them before-hand, they 
kept, during their March, conftantly upon theit 
Guard, and avoided theſe Traps by their Cir- 
cumſpection: What encreas'd their Suſpicion 
was, that after a while the Inhabitants ſeldom 


pay'd 
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pay'd any Viſits to the Spaniards, and every 


Day pinch'd them more and more in their 
uſnal Allowance of Proviſions. Much about 
the ſame time, a certain Indian Woman, who 
liv'd with the Europeans in the Quality of an 
Interpreter, diſcover'd to Cortez, how that 
King Montezuma had a greatArmy at Hand,that 
the Inhabitants of Churultecal had ſent theirChil- 
dren out of the City, that they might with the 
more Reſolution ſurpriſe the Spaniards, and put 
them allto the Sword, it it were in their Power: 
Cortez, being now convinc'd that there was no 
time to be loſt, reſolv'd immediately to fall 
upon the Indians, before they could have time 
to put their Deſign in Execution: Purſuant 
to this Reſolution, he ſent Word to the 
Chief Lords of the City, to attend him at 
his Houſe, having ſomething of great mo- 
ment to impart to them; and at the fame 
time order'd his Soldiers to be ready, to 
at at the firſt Signal given. No ſooner 


were all the Lords aſſembled in the Houſe 2z,Spaui- 
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that was aſſign'd him for his Lodgings, but ards are 


he caus'd them to be ſeiz'd ; and then the#eforeband 


Spaniards mounting on Borſe-back, aſſaild the®*2 2 


Indians, and in an Hours time kilFd above! 


zooo of them with their Swords and Piſtols. 
Had Cortez made the leaſt delay in prevent- 
ing them, he and his Forces had bin infalli- 
bly loſt ; becauſe the Indians were juſt then 
preparing to fall upon them, and for that 
Purpoſe had barricado'd the Streets with vaſt 
stones: But being attack'd unexpectedly, 
were ſoon brought into diſorder and diſpers'd, 
being then without Commanders or Leaders, 
who were all ſeizd and kept in Chains in 
Cortes s Houſe, who gave immediate Or- 
ders to ſet Fire to ſome fortify'd ſmall Tow- 

Aa 2 ers, 


dians. 
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ers, wherein the Indians had ſecur'd themſelves, 


with a Reſolution to hold out there to the 


laſt Extremity ; but they were ſoon forc'd to 
abandom them and the City, at the ſame 
time 

The Lords that were detain'd in Cortez his 
Houfe being ask'd, What could move them 
to take ſo barbarons a Reſolution, thus trea- 
cherouſly to Maſſacre, in cool Blood, all the 
Spamards ? They told Cortez, That they had 


bin engag'd in this Conſpiracy by the Inha- 


bitants of Culva, who were Montezuma's Sub- 


jects, who had left nothing unattempted to 


draw them into this treacherous Deſign 3 That 


Montezuma himſelf, 'who was not above a 


Leagve and half thence, had gather'd an Army 
of 50000 Men, on purpoſe to favour this En- 
terprize. They begg'd in a moſt humble 
manner, that two or three only among them 
might be ſet at Liberty, in order to take 
care of their Wives, Children, and Move. 
ables they had ſent away, to make them re- 
turn into the City; making molt ſolemn 
Proteſtations to remain, for ever after, faith- 
ful to Spain, and not to ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſeduc'd. Accordingly, the next Day, eve- 
ry one return'd to his Houſe, and the whole 
City was as quiet, and as full of People, 
as 8 the Day before this Misfortune hap- 
en d. 
: It being reſolvd among the Spaniards, not 


to take the leaſt Notice, as if they were ac- | 


quainted with A7onrezuma's perfidious Deſigns, 
they gave a very obliging Reception to the 
Ambaſſadors he ſent to them, to congratulate 


them on account of their good Succeſs againſt 


theſe Traytors; they brought Preſents to 
Ce ler; ftiom their Maſter, conſiſting of ten 
Golden 
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Golden Plates; 1500 Suits of Cloaths adorn'd 
with Feathers after their own Country Faſhion ; 
abundance of Turkies, and other Proviſions, 
with good ſtore of Panicap, being a ſort of 
Liquor the Indians drink: The Amballadors 
entreated Cortez not to penetrate any further 
into Montezuma's Dominions, alledging it was 
a barren Country, not ſufficient to find Sub- 
ſiſtance for his own Troops, who had ſoffer'd 
very much of late for Want. He anſwer'd 
them in very obliging Terms, That having 
ſome things of the greateſt weight to com- 
muntcate to their Maſter, he was oblig'd to come 
to have an Interview with him. 

Not far from the City of Churultecal, are 
two very high Mountains, conſtantly cover'd 
with Snow on the Tops, and exceſlive cold ; 
from thence you may lee iſſue forth5” without 
Intermiſſion, certain Exhalations, or rather 
two thick Colums of Soak, of the Circum- 
ference of a large Houſe, riſing up ſtrait in- 
to the Air, with more Swiftneſs than a Dart 
flys from a Bow; and tho'y the Wind blows 
always very hard on tHe Tops of theſe 
Mountains, it js not ſtrofg enough to move 
either on one ſide or «ther, much leſs to 
diſperſe theſe Colums (as due may call them) 
of Smoak. Several Attempts have bin made, to 
get up to the tops of theſes Mountains, to diſcover 
the true Cauſe of this Prodigy, but in vain, 
no body has hitherto bin able to reach them, 
becauſe the Wind blows whole Heaps of Aſhes 
into your Face, ſo as to ſtifle you; belides 
that, the Snow towards the Tops lies very 
deep, and the Cold is al-noſt infupportable, 
whereas this Climate is otherwiſe exceeding 
Hot, being no more than twenty Degrees be- 
youd the Equinoctial Line. 
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Cortez A few Leagues diſtance from theſe Moun- 
- on ini. tains, is the Famous City of Temiſtitan, ſeat- 
tan, zo fre ed in the midſt of a Lake, having but one 
Montezu- Pretty broad Cauſey-way leading to it, which 
ma. will conveniently hold about eight Horſe-men 
a a breaſt : The Water of this Lake is congeal'd 

frequently into Salt, wherewith they drive a 
ADeſcrip- great Trafficx. The City it ſelf, is ſur round- 
tion of the ed by a ſtrong Wall, defended by Towers 
City's S- of different Sizes; and has but two Gates, 
#227797. one through which the People come in, and 

the other at which they go out. A thou- 
fand Perſons of the beſt Rank, all clad in the 
ſame Dreſs, came out of the City to meet, 
ſalute, and pay their Compliments to Cortes, 


and thoſe that were with him; each of them, 


one after another, laid his Band to the 
Ground, and then kiſs d it with all poſſible 
marks of a moſt profound Reſpect; this Ce- 
remony took up no leſs than a whole Hour, 
After theſe, appear'd Montezuma in Perſon, 
attended by two hundred Lords of his Court, 
all bare footed, but more richly attired than 
thoſe that had made their Appearance before; 
they walk'd*two and two, and kept as near 
the Houſes as they could, tho' the Streets 
were very ſpacious; Montezuma walk'd be. 
twixt two of the greateſt Lords of the Country, 


who ſupported him on both ſides: There was 


not the leaſt difference in their Dreſs or Ha- 

bits, except that Monte uma himſelf had Shoes 

Cortez is on, and the other two not. So ſoon as Cortez 
wet ) came near them, he alighted from his Horſe, 
__— to pay his Reſpects to Montezuma, after which, 
the two Lords that ſupported him, paid theirs 

to Cortez, after the manner of their own Country; 

the other two hundred Lords did the ſame, and 

the Ceremonial being over, every one took his 

Place. Cortez 
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| Cortez, had a Collar of glaſs Stones, about 
| his Neck, which he preſented to Montezuma, 
who in lieu thereof beſtow'd upon him im- 
̃ mediately three others of a much greater 
5 Value; all the Company march'd in the fame 
| order, as they were come, and conducted Cor- 
| tez to a moſt magnificent Palace, prepard 
for his Reception. The King ſent their con- 
| ſiderable Preſents of Gold and Silver, and 
| many other curious Pieces made of Feathers 
of divers Colours, with 5000 Suits of Cloaths, 
moſt artificially wrought ; and ſeating himſelf 
in a moſt magnificent Seat next toCortez,he ſpoke 
in theſe following Words : 


Our ancient Hiſtories tell us, that we are not they ....._ 
in- born People of the Country, we now live in ;ma'sOra- 
but that we are Foreigners, brought hither from tion and 
far diſtant Places, under the Conduct of a certain ulm ion. 
Leader or Captain, whoſe Subjects we were; and 
who having left us in this Country, return'd to his 
own. Sometime after he came once more to this 
Country, to ſee his old Subjects, whom he found 
marryd with the Women Natives of the Country, 
and much encreas'd in Number: He did all that 
in him lay, to engage them to go back alung 
with him, to their Native Countey; but they ab- 
folutely refus'd ſo to do, ner would they any longer 
acknowledge him for their Lord; ſo he was forc'd 
to go from whence he came. However it is an 
eld aud gene ally receiv'd Opinion among us, that 
his Poſterity are to come into theſe Parts and 
Conquer us, and all our Provinces, twenty being 


in effect, by deſcent, their lawful Subjects. When 1 
I rightly weigh all the Circumſtances of this Mat- my 
ter, every thing you have related ta us, and the lil 
Wonders you tell us of your great Prince and | ora, ot 
and compare all theſe things with the Deſcription 1 
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to be perſuaded, that the ſame great King, your 


own Pleaſure , you will meet with none but O- 


don't in the leaſt queſtion, but that ſome among 
the neighbouring Nations, out of no other Motives 
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you have given us of that Country from whence 
you come, we have all the Reaſon in the World 


Maſter, who bas ſent you hither, is alſo our law. 
ful Soveraion Lord. Tis on this account you ma 
reſt ſatify'd, that we are fully reſolu'd to obey 
you, without any Fraud or Reſerve, aſſuring you, 
that in your Perſon, we will pay our Reſpect to 
him that bas ſent you hither. Diſpoſe therefore 
of theſe Provinces, and command here at your 


bedient and Faithful Subjects here, and ſuch a 
are fully diſpos'd, te do you all the Services they 
are able; you have therefore nothing elſe to do 
at this time, than to conſult your own Eaſe and 
Repoſe, after the many Fatigues you have under- 
gone, both in yeur long and difficult Voyages at 
Sea, and in the ſeveral Engagements you have 
had at Land, before you could come to us, 1 


than Spite and Envy, haue endeavour'd to create 
in you .a Jealouſy, and to prepoſeſs yon againſt 
me; I will not pretend to clear my ſelf on that 
Head, ſince your own Experience will ſufficiently 
OFnvince you of the Falſity of theſe Inſinuations 
and Calumuies. They have told you, That the 
very Walls of my Palace are of maſſy Gold; That 1 
pretend to be worſhipp'd like 4 God; That I alone 
am Maſter of more Riches, in Silks, and other 
precious Commodities, than all the other Princes 
in the World together: Let this be as it will, I 
can only tell you, that all I have is at your Diſ- 
poſal; you are ſole Maſt ers bere, make uſe of all 
the Products of my Dominions, no otherwiſe than 
you would ac of what is ycur own, \ 
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This Harangue being extreamly pleaſing to 
the Spaniards, they were ſure not to neglect 
any thing, they thought might confirm Mon- 
texuma in his Opinion, that they were actually 
deſcended from that lawful Prince of theſe 
Provinces he had ſpoken of, and that the Kin 
of Spain was the Heir and Succeſſor of him their 
Ancient Hiſtories of the Indies made mention 
of. Six Days after the firſt entrance of 
Cortez, into that moſt celebrated City of 
Temiſtitan, things continued in the ſame ſtate, 
without any remarkable alteration 3 when 
Cortez, reflecting ſeriouſly upon the whole mar. 
ter, it was thought moſt adviſeable, to ſecure 
Montez.uma's Perſon, for fear he ſhould change 
his Mind; whereas, as long as they had him 
in their power, they were ſecure againſt any 
Revolt or Aſſault from his Subjects: It being 
therefore fully reſolv'd to ſeize and detain him 
a Priſoner in the ſame Houſe that was aſſign'd 
him for his Lodgings, (provided it could be 
done without much noiſe and diſturbance ) 
Cortez, poſted certain Guards in all the chief 
Streets, ond then went in Perſon (as he com- 
monly us'd to do) to ſee Monte uma in his 
Palace; who welcomed him with ſome Pre- 
ſents, and his Daughter and thoſe of moſt of 
the great Lords at Court, did the ſame to 


thoſe Spaniards that came along with him. After Cortex 


ſome Diſcourſe upon indifferent matters, Cortex ſeizes the 
upbraided Montezuma with the ill treatment Perſon of 
ſome Spaniards had received from the Indians, Montezu- 
by his orders ſeveral of them had been * 


murdered ; He told them, that he thought 
himſelf obliged to take him along with him 
to his own Quarters, till ſuch time, that the 
whole Truth of ſo barbarous an Action was 
brought to light, and that he had received 


full 


\ 
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full ſatisfaction given him, for the Death of 


in 
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his Friends. Cortes, to encourage him under 
this unexpected Affliction, told him, he ſhould 
not be treated like a Priſoner, but like one 
who was at full Liberty ; That the Spaniard; 
ſhould obey him in every thing, and be ready 
at his Service, as much as if they were his 
natural Subjects. After ſome Proteſtations, 
and a ſlender Reſiſtance, Montezuma conſented 
to go along with Cor to his Quarters ; 6 
being put into a Chair, he was attended“ thi- 
ther by a great number of the Chief Men of 
his Court, all in Tears, but ſpoke not one 
word, or offered to make the leaſt diſtur- 
bance : So far from that, that when Montes 
zuma found ſome Murmurings among the Peo- 
ple who flock d about him, he was the firſt 
that appeaſed them by his Authority and 
Perſuaſions; thus every thing remain'd quiet 
whilſt Montezuma was detain'd in Cortez“ 
Houſe. 

A few days after, a certain Indian Lord, 
named Qualpapoca, his Son, with ſeveral others 
of their Accomplices, being accuſed of the 
Murther of the Spaniards, were Apprehended 
Fettered , and put in a cloſe Priſon : They 
own'd the Fact, and at the ſame time con- 
feſsd, that what they had done was by the 
Advice and Command of Mont eguma. The 
Criminals were burn'd alive in the great 
Market Place, without the leaſt Tumult or 
Commotion ; and Montezuma, upon their AC- 
cuſation, was loaded with Irons; which cauſed 
ſuch an exceſs ofSGrief in him, that the 
Spaniards fearing his death, they were taken off 
again the ſame day, and treated him with all 
manner of Civility ; to retaliate which, he 
Commanded ſeveral of his Indians to af 

8 them 
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them his beſt Gold Mines, to the great ſatiſ- 

faction of the Spaniards, 

Montezuma , to give them all the proofs 

that poſſibly he could of his good Inclina- 
tions and Intentions, call'd together an Aſ- 
ſembly of all the Great Lords of his Proviace, 
unto whom he addreſs'd himſelf in the follow- 
ing Harangue, in the preſence of De Cortex, 
who thought it his Intereſt to be preſent at 
this Aſſembly: 


—— „ A. AM ka. www -— * WE 


| Dear Brethren and Friends, yon are ſenſible Montezu- 
long ago, that you are my Subjects, as yaur Fa- ma's Re- 
thers were to my Predeeeſſors, who always treated ſig nat ion 
you with 4 great deal of mildneſs; you have hither. of b S. 
| to pey'd me all the Obedience faithful Subjects in S, 
| ought to pay to their lawful Soveraign, you are + 
alſo not ignorant, that our Nation owes not its 
firft Origin to thus Country we live in, but that 
our Anceſtors were tranſplanted hither from fo- 
reign Parts; you may therefore be certain that 
theſe Europeans, lately come into theſe Provinces, 
ä are ſent hither by a King deſcended from our 
firſt Founder : But becauſe our Anceſtors would 
not pay him due Obedience, tis no more than 
| common Juſtice we ſhould do it nom; fo I ex- 
| hort yon, to acknowledge this Great Prince for 
| your Lord and Maſter, in the ſame manner as you 
have own'd me, in the ſame Quality, and to pay 
him the ſame Obedience you have pay d to me; 
aud this is the greateſt ſatisfattion you are able to 
| gide me. 
| Theſe Words of AMoxtezxama were attended 
q with Tears intermix'd with very deep Sighs 
| 
N 
b 


3nd the Lords of his Court followiag his Ex- 
zmple, wept to that excel:, that they were 
not able to return an anſwer for ſome time. 
Nay, many of the Spaniards, who were Eye- 

| it neſſes 
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witneſſes of this Tragical Scene, could not but 
ſhew ſome Compaſſion for this unfortunate 
Prince. At laſt the Indian Lords being ſome. 
what recovered, told Montezuma, Thar they 
ſhould continue at all times to be his faithful 
Subjects, and acknowledge no other Sovereign; 
But that in regard of the Command be had laid 
upon them, they would ſubmit to the King of 
Spain, that they would pay him Tribute, and + 
him all the Service that. lay in their Power, 
This Declaration being Regiſtred by a No- 
tary Publick, ſeveral Copies thereof were de- 
livered to the Spaniards. | 
After this anthentick Reſignation, Montes 
uma was told, that the King of Spain had 
occaſion for a certain quantity of Gold, to 
carry one ſome great Enterprize he had in 
view, and that therefore he ſhould ask from 
his Subjects what Gold and Silver they could 
ſpare, thereby to convince the King of the 
A Prodigi- ſincerity of their Promiſes. They actual 
018 quan- raiſed in a ſhort time Two and Thirty Mil- 
zity of lions and Four Hundred Pounds of Gold, 
Cold rai- yithopt meationing a vaſt quantity of other 
fea in a 2 , 
Nontezu- Tich Commodities of an incredible value, 
ma' Do- and many curious Pieces made of Feathers of 
minions, Various Colours. Cortez had a Crucifix Caſt 
of Maſſy Gold, and a vaſt number of Golden 
Medals of different ſizes. He order'd alſo 
ſome Silver Money to be Coin'd, and pro- 
vided himſelf with good ſtore of Plate; and 
Montezuma ſent to the King of Spain vaſt 
quantities of Silks of the moſt excellent work- 
manſhip that can be ſeen, there being no- 
thing like it to be met with in Furope; the 
whole being a moſt ſurprizing intertexture ot 
Feathers aud Silk, repreſenting every thing 
in its natural Colours. 
CHAP, 
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A Deſcription of that Province wherein the 
City of Temiſtitan # ſeated, of the dif- 
ferent Commodities brought and ſold there; 
and with what exactneſs the Indians carry 


on their Traffick. 


He Province of Mexico, whereof the City 

of Temiſtitan is the Capital City, and 
whereof Montexuma was King at that time, 

is ſurrounded with Mountains, in the midſt 
whereof is a Plain of about 60 Leagues in 
Circamference ; This Plain containsamong other 

things two Lakes, one whereof has Freſh, the 

other Salt Water. Theſe Lakes contain ſeveral 

Iles and Towns, which have a Communication 

with one another by their Canoes and other 

ſuch Boats uſed by the Indians. Theſe Lakes 

have likewiſe their Flood and Ebb Tides (like 

the Sea) in ſuch a manner, that when it is 

high Water in the Salt Water Lake, it diſcharges 

it ſelf with the ſame impetuity into the Freſh 
Water Lake, as if it where a large and very 

rapid River; on the other Hand, the Freſh Wa- 

ter Lake diſſembogues at certain ſet times into 

the Salt Water Lake. The City of Temiſtitan In exact 
is Built in the Salt Water Lake about two de/crip- 
Leagues from the Land; It has four Capital #722 he 
Streets built on Arches ; it is as big in its Cir- mY * 4 
cumference as Sevile or Corduba in Spain: One n 
half of the Streets is of Earth, the other half he Bo- 
is made up by a Canal; ſo that you may go vine of 
either by Water or Land, as you like beſt, Mexico. 
The Streets are joyned, and have a Commu- 
nication with certain Wooden Bridges, curi- 
 oully 
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ouſly built and of very fine Wood, and of 
ſuch a breadth, that no leſs than ten Horſes 
men may paſs over them in Front. The 
Grand Place, or the Market Place of Temiſti. 
tan, is much larger, and much handſomer 
than that of Salamanca in Spain, and ſurround. 
end on all ſides with Porticos: Here you ſhall 
ſee ſometimes above 50000 Perſons together, 
who come thither to buy and fell , — 
here they may be furniſh'd with every thing 
the whole Province affords; Meat, Cloaths, 
Gold and Silver Veſlels, Lead, Feathers of 
Birds, Pearls, Diamonds, all forts of Fowls, 
Patridges, Turtles, Pidgeons, Cranes, Parro- 
quets, Sparrow-hawks, Falcons, Eagles, and 
all ſorts of Birds of Prey; Here you may buy 
Rabbets, Hares, and Veneſon, and a little fort 
of Dogs which afford good Food; Here you 
meet with Herbs of all forts, both for Phyſick 
and the Pot ; Hony you have here of different 
kinds ; that whick 1s produced by the Bees, ano- 
ther ſort taken out of the Canes of the Mais, 
which is as ſweet as that drawn out of the 
Sugar Canes; They have allo certain Trees, 
which furniſh them with that ſort of Hony 
whereof they make their Wine or Metheglin. 
In Granada it ſelf you ſhall not meet with finer 
and better Silks than in the Province of Mexico; 
their Colours are moſt exquiſite. Here they 
ſell alſo Buckskins well dreſs'd, both with and 
without the Hairs; Each ſort of Trade has 
Its peculiar Station, and they are very exact in 
their Weight and Meaſure. Tis very rare to 
find any one defective in that point; and their 
is a certain Office, where 10 or 12 of the 
beſt Traders have their conſtant Reſidence, 
theſe not only ſettle the price of every thing 
that People may not be Impes'd upon, and de- 
termine 


— 
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f W termine what differences may ariſe betwixt 

+ buyers and ſellers, but alſo Puniſh thoſe who 

e are catch'd in a Fraud. | 

. The City of Temiſtitan is adorn'd with many The Indi- 
: fair Structures, which are for the moſt part a an Mosks 
ſort of Mo:ks or rather Pagan Convents, In. 4 Te- 
habited by thoſe that attend the Worſhip of miſtitan. 
the Idols. Theſe Religioſo's are clad in Black, 

and never cnt their Hairs : The Children of the 

Great Lords wear the ſame habit till they are 

ſix or ſeven years of Age, or perhaps till they 

are Married; Thoſe that live in theſe: Mosks 

are not permitted to viſit any Women, or they 

to go to them; they abſtain from Fleſh, and 

at ſome Seaſons of the year from other things 
beſides. Their principal Mosk is ſurrounded 

by a very high Wall, its Circumference being 

as large as a ſmall Town of 5 or 600 Hou- 

ſes, the Apartments within are very fair 

and ſpacious, Flanck'd by no 15 than forty 


Allies or Walks moſt curiouſly embelliſh'd ; 
You enter into the principal Mosk by fifty 
ſteps, the leaſt of them is as high as the 
Steple of the Cathedral of Sevile : There is 
not a Chappel wherein there is an Idol, but 
where every ſtone of it is embelliſh'd with 
ſome curious Engraven Figures, and the out- 
ſides are adorn'd with Painted Images: The 
Walks or Allies are intended for the Burials 

of Perſons of Note. Day-light never enters 
into theſe Chappels ; none but the Religio- 
ſo's being permitted to come there, and not 
all of them neither at all times. 

The Spaniards pull'd down the chief Statues | 
of the Suppoſititious Deities, they Waſtfd and | 
Beautified rhe Chappels, ſtain'd all over with | 
the Blood of Human Sacrifices, and in lieu | 
thereof, put up the Statues of the Holy 

Virgin, | 
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Virgin, and of ſeveral other Saints, to the 
great diſſatisfaction of Montexuma and all 
his Subjects. They repreſented to Cortes, 
that if this proceeding ſhou'd take Vent in 
the Country, they wou'd infallibly riſe up 
in Arms; it being their Opinion, that all 
the Goods and Riches they are Maſters of, 
is owing to the Liberality of their Idols. 


The Spaniards did all they cou'd to unde- 


ceive them, and to convince them that there 


was no more than one real God, the ſole 


Lord and Maſter of the Univerſe, and ſtrict- 
ly forbad not to Sacrifice any Children to 
thoſe Idols, the Statues whereof far exceed- 
ed in bigneſs the Natural Stature of Men; 
they feed them with all ſorts of Roots, and 
Pulſe mix'd with the Blood of Human Sacri- 


fices; they pull out their Hearts whilſt yet 


alive, the Heart being the chief part they 


being before dipp'd 
in the Blood of the Victim: They have their 


particular Deities, according to their ſeveral 


neceſſities, in imitation of the Ancient Hea- 


The Houſes of Temiſtitan are very large 
and handſom, the great Lords of the King» 
doms have their Palaces and Reſidence at 
certain Seaſons of the year ; the Inhabitants 
in general are very Rich, and dwell in very 
convenient Habitations with curious Flowers 
Gardens behind them: The Water 1s con- 
vey'd into the City by two Aguaducts, and 


they have a Conveniency by which all the filth and 
foul Water is carry'd back out of the City, 


there being abundance of Water convey'd by 
means of Pipes from the other AquaduQts 
into this, to keep it tollerably clean, and 
waſh away the Exctements. In every part 
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of the City, you meet at all times of the 
Day with abundance of Handy-crafts Men, 
who offer their Service to be hired; for the 
Indians are an induſtrious People, notwith- 
ſtanding moſt of the Europeans look upon 
them as a deſpiſable and barbarous Genera- 


Ition : They have a well regulated Govern- 


ment, and take Care to have it well mana- 
ged and maintain'd; and it may be truly 
ſaid of them, that when the Spaniards entred 
America, they wanted nothing but the Know- 
ledge of the true God, b 

The magnificence and vaſt Riches of Mon- 
tezuma are almoſt paſt our Imagination, un- 


leſs one had bin an Eye-witneſs of them ; The Royal 
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You ſee in his Palace an infinite Number oflllace. 


Statues of Gold and Silver, of fine Work- 
manſhip ; abundance of curious Pieces in - 
laid, and embelliſh'd with Gold, Pearls, and 
Precious Stones, ſo nicely and artificially con. 
triv'd, that no body ever was able to find 
out what Inſtruments the Work-men could 
make uſe of, to accompliſh them ; and it is 
paſt all. Diſpute, that the moſt refind and 
beſt Artiſts of Europe would be puzzled, to 
find out a Method of managing Silk, and the 
Feathers of Birds, to ſuch an Advantage, and 
ſuch a Degree of Beauty as the Indians do, 
for all manner of Work and Furniture. The 
King's ordinary Reſidence is at Temiftiten, from 
whence he iſſues his Orders for above Two hun- 
dred Leagues round ; whence it is evident, that 
his Kingdom is at leaſt as big as Spain. The 
Chief Men of the Country put their Sons into 
the King's Service, whilſt they, in their Re- 
ſpective Provinces, take care to ſee his Taxes 
and Cuſtoms pay d in due Time aud Places; 

B b Theſe 
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Theſe Tributes or Taxes being pay'd in dif- 
ferent Kinds, tis next to an Impoſſibility, as 
much as to imagine, much leſs to compute 
the Value of thoſe precious Moveables that 
fall yearly to the King's Share He is ſerv'd 
with the ſame Reſpect at a diſtance, as if 
he were preſent ; and no Prince in the World 
is ſerv'd with more Devotion and Submiſſi- 
on than himſelf. The fineſt Palaces in Eu. 
rope, have nothing that is comparable to the 
Spaciouſneſs, rich Furnitures and Magnificence 
of his. The Gardens are adorn'd with Sta- 
tues of Marble and Jaſper. of exquiſite Work- 
manſhip; the Palace has Lodgings ſufficient 
for two great Princes, with their whole 
Court. His Parks are ſtor'd with all ſorts of 
Animals, both to fſatisfe the Eye and the 
Belly. All forts of Fiſh whatever, both of 
Sea and River Fiſhes, are kept in Ponds, 
which have on both Sides, at a certain di- 
ſtance, ſome. Pavillions, where you may reſt 
and divert your ſelf with ſeeing them buſied 
in Fiſhing. Montezuma's Palace is divided 
into ſeveral Quarters: One for the Whites, 
Men, Women and Children; their Hairs, Rye- 
brows, and in ſhort, their whole Complexion A 

is very fair: Another Quarter is pav'&f 
with the fineſt Marble Checker-wiſe, each 
Stone {ix Foot ſquare; they are Painted with 
Birds of all forts, in their natural Colours, 
which aflords a moſt agreeable Variety. In 
one Corner of the great Park, are abundance 
of Cages. for Lions, Tigers, Wolves, Foxes, 
and Wild-Cats, beſides ſome other ſavage 
four . footed Beaſfs, in . vaſt Numbers; all 
which are fed with [Turkeys ; no leſs. than 
three hundred Men, inake 1t their daily Lo 
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ployment, to keep and feed theſe Creatures. 
A certain part of the Palace, is ſet aſide for 
the Entertainment of monſtrous Men and 
Women, Changelings, Miſhaped, &c. every 
kind of theſe have their peculiar Quarters, and 
their particular Servants to attend them. 

Every Morning, about 500 or Goo Per- 
ſons of the beſt Quality, make their Appear- 
ance at the King's Palace, to make their 

Court; fome ſitting, others walking about in 
he Apartments; but their Attendants are 
N ee within the Palace, but ſtay in 
th> outward Courts: So ſoon as the King is 
ſat down at Table, the. Lords do the ſame, 
and are ſerv'd with the ſame Diſhes the 
King has at his; they frequently ſend ſome 
to their Friends, that are not at the Table: 
But as for Wines and. other Liquors, they 
are there in ſuch vaſt Plenty, that every one 
may drink what he pleaſes, both at Dinner 
and Supper.time. Three hundred young Men 
are appointed to carry the Diſhes to the 
Tables, and in cold Weather, each Diſh is 
carry'd upon a Chaving-diſh : The King is 
ſeared upon a Cuſhion, or kind of Bolſter of 
A>*ey fine Leather; {ix old Men dine with him, 
| whom he ferves himſelf, with Meats, and 
changes his Napkins almoſt every Minute, 
and his Cloaths Four times a Day. No bo- 
dy is allow'd to go into his Bed-chamber, 
unleſs. he be bare-footed, and commanded to 
come in, and then he muſt enter with his 
Head and Eyes fix'd on the Ground, 'and his 
Body bent forward; no body mult look in the 
King's Face whilſt he is talking to him; be- 
cauſe to ſtare in a Man of Quality's Face, 
whilſt you are ſpeaking to him, is losk d 
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of Reſpect. Whenever the King goes abroad 
(which happens but ſeldom ) all thoſe that 
attend him, and all ſuch as meet him in the 
Street, or upon the Road, turn their Heads 
another way, for fear they ſhould ſee his Face. 
To be ſhort, tis almoſt impoſſible to pretend 
to an exact Deſcription of all the Ceremonies 
obſerv'd by theſe Indians, to ſhew their De- 


votion and Reſpet to their King and Ma- 
ſter. 5 


* . 
— * 4 A. —_— "_ * 5 


HA F. III. 
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Navarez, 4 Spaniſh Commander, does his- 


utmost endeavours to ruin Cortez, and 
ſeduce Montezuma. Cortez too 
quick for his Rival, and takes him Pri- 
ſoner. 


Hilſt Ferdinand de Certex continued at 


Temiſtitan, News was brought him, 
that the lahabitants of Vera Cruz had revolt- 
ed at the laſtigation of Captain Navarez, a 
very cunning Man, and who being jealous of 
Ferdinand de Cortez's Glory, had laid a Deſign 
to ſurprize and ſeize him, with all that be. 
long'd to him, for which purpoſe he had 


equipp'd eighteen Veſſels at his own Charge: 


The better to ſucceed in this Project, he had 


found Means to raiſe an Inſurrection in ſome 


of the Provinces belonging to Montezuma, 
with the Aſſiſtance of one of the greateſt 
Lords of his Court, This made Cortex re. 

ſolve 
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ſolve to hazard all, to break his Rivals Mea- 82 
ſures: Purſuant to this Reſolution he ord'red 
Gonſalvo de Sandoval, a very prudent Com- 
mander, and his intimate Friend, to put himſelf at 
the Head of ſixty Spaniards, intending to follow 
him at a ſmall diſtance with two hundred more 

They came both at the ſame time in fight =» 
of the Town, where Navarez had his Head- An En- 
quarters, who drew out with ſixty Horſs and £2377 
500 Foot, leaving the reſt for the Defence 8 
of a large and ſtrong Moſque, within the Town. „ Nava- 
About midnight Cortez gave the Signal to rez. 
attack the Moſque, notwithſtanding he had 
receiv'd advice that Navarez' was march'd 
back into the Town with all his Forces, and 
had planted nineteen Field Pieces on one of 
the Towers of the Moſque: They defended 
themſelves for ſome time with the ntmoſt 
Bravery 3 notwithſtanding which, the Tower 
was taken. and Navarex taken Priſoner, with 
all his Officers of note; They own'd, that 
they had fram'd a Deſign to ſeize Cortex, 
and to ſet up a new Government in the 
Indies, independent from Spain. Afﬀter this 
happy Succeſs, Cortez march'd back to Temi- 
ſtitan ; but at his Entrance ſaw himſelf attack'd 
by an innumerable Multitude of Indians, who 
advancing with a moſt dreadful Cry, threw 
Stones as thick as Hail among them, and caſt 
their Darts in ſuch vaſt Numbers, that the 
Roads and Streets were quite cover'd with 
them. They ſet Fire likewiſe to the Spaniſh 
Fort, part whereof was hurat to the Ground, 
and the Garriſon had bia all cut to Pieces, 
had the Indians not bin kept back by the 
Terror and Execution of their Fire-arms, 
which made them always retreat in great 
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- ouſly at- 


zach by Jery that was, dilcharg'd amongſt them, did 
zbe Mex;: molt terrible Execution. At laſt Monte uma, 
can. willing to ſee this Tumult appeas'd, defird 


the Spaniardi to place him on one of the 
Platforms of the Fortreſs, to ſhew himſelf to 
the People; and to ſpeak to their Leaders, in 


hopes to perſuade them to lay down their 
Arms: But one of the Iadians, whether by 
chance or otherwiſe is uncertain, hit and 
wounded him with a Stone ſo dangerouſly that 
he dy'd of it the ſame Day. Cortex ordred 
his Body to be carryd out of the City, to 
be expos d to the View of the People; but 
the Sight thereof was ſo far from allaying 
their Fury, that they fought with more ob. 
Tsforc'dto ſtinacy than ever, till they forc d Cortex, with 
quitTemi- his Forces, to abandon the City of Temiſtitan, 
mitan. and to retreat fighting, in very good order 
to Catacuba, leaving all the Gold, Silver, 
and other Riches, they had gather'd, behind 

them. | 
- ?Tis incredible what Fatigues the Spaniards 
endur'd in this Action; they were tired to ſuch 
a Degree, that they could ſtir neither Hand 


nor Foot: Beſides that, they had loſt 150 


Men. and 46 Horſes in this Combat, with- 
out reckoning 2000 Male and Female Indians, 
who loſt their Lives upon this Occaſion, and 
among them the Sons and the Daughters of 
Monte uma, with ſeveral other Perſonsof note, 
that were their Priſoners. 

One Cunetravacin, Montez.utma's Brother, ſeiz d 
on the Throne, two of his Nephews, Mon- 
texuma's Sons, being excluded from it, becauſe 
one Was a Fool, and the other Lame; where- 

45 


Cortes Confiifibn 3 for the Jadiaus advancing: with: 
Wo furi- gut any order or: rule, each Piece of Artils 
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as the new King was a Perſon very well © 
known, both for his Conduct and Bravery, 

He took care to have. the moſt important 
Poſts well fortify d, the better to defend them- 
ſelves againſt the Spaniards and publiſhd_ a 
Proclamation, by vertue whereof he freed his 
Subjects from all Taxes, provided they would 
take up, Arms to fight and chace their Ene- 
mies out of their, Country, and put to the 
Sword all ſuch as were in Alliance with 
them. 

After a thouſand: Hazards, and ſeveral En- 
gagements, Cortez and his Soldiers had with the 

- Indians, for the Conqueſt of the New World, 
unto which they thought fit to give the Name of 
New Spain by reaſon of its Reſemblance to the 
Kingdom of Spain, in Europe, in reſpect of its Fer. 
tility and Goodneſs ; they reſolv'd to lay Siege to 
Temiſtitan, which: they had bin forc'd to a- 
bandon before. Ia one Engagement alone 
900 Spani ar ds kill d or took Priſoners above 
950000 Indians; the Women and Children 
ſet vp ſuch doleful Cries, as would have 
mov'd the moſt barbarous and ſavage, and moſt 
inveterate Enemy to Compaſſion; and ia et- 
fect the. Spaniſh Officers did all they could 
to keep their Soldiers from continuing the, ; 
Slanghzer, as well as the Indians that were © 
in their Army, who put all their Country- ;,.,e4;5ie 
men to the Sword, and excrcis'd all manner Sang ter. 
of Cruelties upon them; for there is not a 
more Cruel Nation in the World, than the 
Inhabitants of theſe Parts, being without the 
leaſt Senſe of Humanity: And theſe Indians, 
that ſided with the Spaniards, being no lels 
Liteat upon Plunder than the Slaughter of 
their Country-men, theſe who well knew their 

1em- 
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Temper, had thrown all their beſt Movea-. 
joles into the Lakes, and a vaſt Number of 
Men, Women and Children went after their 
Goods; ſo that the Lake being fill'd with 
' 5 dead Carcaſſes, they marchd over them in 
many Places, as if it had bin on the ſolid 

Ground. Tis impoſſible to find Words ſuit- 

able to the Horror of ſo doleful a Spectacle, 

and to expreſs the Miſery theſe poor Wretch- 

es were reduc'd to: Here you might have 
ſeen. an innumerable Multitude of Women 

and Children imploring, with the moſt piti. 
fol Lamentations and Cries, the Spaniards for 

Mercy; but in' vain, the greateſt Part of 

them were driven into the Lake, where they 

were drown'd, or ſtifled among the dead 

Bodies, and the reſt periſh'd by the Plague, 
occaſion'd by the Stench of the dead Bodies, 

by the want of Nouriſhment, and by the 
drinking of too much Salt Water; about 

60900 periſn'd in this manner within a few 

Days. The Streets, the Roads, nay, the adja- 

cent Mountains, were full of dead Carcaſſes; 
notwithſtanding which, thoſe rhat remain'd a- 

live, choſe. rather to undergo the ſame Fate, 

than to ſubmit, ſuch was their Hatred againſt 

the Spaniards. 'This obliged Cortez. to ſend 

22502 x for his great Cannon, and to arm ſome 
an Lords, Barques, to reduce thoſe Indians that kept 

| on the Lake in their Canoes; ſome of the 
Chief Men, who were taken Priſoners on the 

Lake, being brought before de Cortes, told 

him, They had done nothing elſe but what 

brave Men onght to do, to ſave their City 

and Country from Oeſtruction; and, that 

- now he might diſpoſe of their Perſons as he 
thought fit: The Chiefeſt among them lay- 
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ing his Hand on the Hilt of de Cortez his 
Dagger, 'begg'd him to thruſt it into his 
Heart: But he told him, he had better bear 


his Diſgrace with Patience, and that they 
ſhould be very civilly treated. This laſt 


Exploit put an end to the Siege, which had 


coatinu'd without Intermiſſion for ſixty-five 
Days, all which the Spaniards had ſpent in the 
attacking of this City, being forc'd to un- 
dergo almoſt incredible Fatigues, both in 
raiſing their Works, and in continual Skir- 
miſhes ; for there ſcarce paſt a Day, but the 
Indians would ſally out in great Numbers to 
annoy them in their Works. 


The Spaniards thus became abſolute Maſters 73. 8 


of Temiſtitan, the capital City of all theſe niards 
rich Provinces, got an ineſtimable Booty ; make an 


they caus'd all the Gold they found here to e 
be melted down, and ſent away a prodigi- {7 


ous Quantity of wrought Silks of all forts. 
This done, Cortez, took effectual care to ſettle 
the Peace, and re-introduce a good Order and 
Diſcipline, every thing being brought into Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, during the War: And 
to frighten the Country into an entire Sub- 
miſſion, he ſent the News of his having taken, 
pillag'd and deftroy'd, the Famous City of 
Temiſtitan (the richeſt and ſtrongeſt of the 
whole Kingdom ) into all the Provinces, which 
produc'd the deſir'd Effet; for the Indians 
ſubmitted, without any further Reluctancy, to 
the Crown of Spain. | 

The Diverſity of Language, among the 
Indians, prov'd no ſmall Obſtacle to thole 


who firſt ventur'd upon the Diſcovery of 


the New World: This difference was ſuch, 
thit the very next adjoining Nations ſcarce 
Ge underſtand 


tireCons 


eſt of 


Mexico. 
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underſtand one another ; The reaſon whereof 
muſt be attributed to their continual inteſtine 
Wars, which hindred them from cultivating 
any Correſpondence with one another. To 
obviate, in ſome meaſure, this Inconveniency, 
ſeveral Authors have taken the Pains to give 
us an account of the ſeveral Idioms that are 


current in the Indies. * 


The Names Father Dominick de Vico, a Dominican, has 
uch Au- Pybliſi'd. a Dictionary, or a Method how to 


thors as 
have writ- 


learn the Language of Cachiquil ; beſides fix 


zen of the more Idioms, in which he has written ſeveral 
In i n L Treatiſes. 


dib. 


Father Lewis Renico, a Dominican, has Written 
ſeveral Treatiſes or Sermons in the Mexican 
Language, and in thoſe of Miſteca, Zapoteca, 
Mije, Choc hona and Taraſca. | 

Father Lewis de Villapando, a Franciſcan, has 
Written and Publiſl'd ſeveral Treatiſes in the 
Indian Idioms. | 

Father Martin Leon has Publiſhd a Method, 
how to teach the Chriſtian Doctrine to the 
Indians, in 8vo. 1614. 

Father Alonzo Rengal, a Franciſcan, has Pub- 
liſh'd the Art of Learning the Mexican Language, 
and Sermons for the whole Vear, in the ſame. 

Father Alenzo da Eſcalona, a Franciſcan, has 
Publiſh'd a Method, or Dictionary, how to 
learn the Mexican Language, in 1565. As alſo 
his greater and leſſer Doctrines, containing 
Inſtructions for Confeſſors, and of the Prepara- 
tions for the Communion. The Life of 
St. Francis. Prayers adapted for the Indians. 
A Treatiſe upon God's Commandments ; all in 
the Hcxican Language. 


Father 
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Father Anthony q Avila, a Dominic an, his Art | 
of learning the Mexican Language; and his 
Method how to know its true Elegancy. _ 

Father Arnaud de Baſocio, a Franciſcan, his 
Sefmons, Epiſtles, and Goſpels for the Year ; 
in the Mexican Language. 

Father Bernard de Sahagven, a Franciſcan, his 
double Annual Sermons. His Annotations upon 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels for the Year. The 
Pſalms. His Life of St. Bernard. His Treatiſe 
how to baptize Children; all in the Mexican 
Language. With a Dictonary in three Co. 
| lumns, viz. Spaniſh, Latin, and Mexican. = 

Father Francis Ximenes, a Franciſcan, his * 
| Method and DiQtionary in the Mexican Lan- 


| guage. 0 

\ Y Father Philip Diax, a Franciſcan, his Sermons 
Printed in the Mexican Language. 

1 Father Garcias de Ciſneros, a Franciſcan, his 


Sermons in the Mexican Language. | 
Father John de Mijanguas, an Auguſtin, his 


G firſt Part of Sermons for Sundays. And the 

e Feaſts of the Saints; in the Mexican Language; 
Printed in ee, 1624 , - 

- Father John de Ribas, a Franciſcan, his Cate« 

a chiſm. Bis Sermon for Sundays throughout 


the Year. His Abridgment of the Lives of the 
8 Saints. Maxims of a Chriſtian Life; all Pub- 
0 Iiſh'd in the Mexican Language. 
oO Father Joh de Garnae, à Franciſcan, his Dia- 
g logues, upon the Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
- ſome other Dialogues in the Mexican Lan- 
guage. 

Father John Baptiſt, a Franciſcan, his Practice 
of Morals, for the Benefit of the Indians, and 
for the Inſtruction of their Children; Printed 
in 8vo, in 1601, in the Mexican Language. 
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„ _, Father John de Ayora, a Franciſcan, his Treatiſe 
; of the Sacrament of the Altar, in the Mexican 
Language. er ? 
Father Lemis Rodriguex, a Franciſcan, his Pro- 
verbs of Salomon, in the Mexican: Language. 
His Catechiſm and Contempt of the World, 
tranſlated into the ſame Language. 
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THE 
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A. 


ME RICA, an 
Accqaunt of the 
firſt Diſcoveries made 
in that Part of the 
World. Page 39 
— Great Mortality 
of Spaniards, 65 
—— New Diſcoveres 
in the Southern Parts, 
81 —-ExceſſiveHeats, 
ibid. — A violent Cur- 
rent, 83 Entertain- 
ment of the Spaniards, 
84 — The great Sur- 
priſe the People of 
theſe Parts were in, 
on Sight of the Euro- 
peans, 104. — Avia 
(Pedro) i is made Gover- 
nour of the Indies, an 
Account of his Misfor- 


tunes at Sea, 127. A- 


lexander VI. [Pope]de- 


cides the Differences 
between the Caſtilians 
and Portugueſes, con- 


cerning the Naviga- 


tion of the New World 
129. Aiora L Juan J 
his Piracies, 154. 


B. 


BADAGHIO ZZO 
[Gonſalez) an Account 
of his Expedition into 
theSouthSeas, 1 59. Ber- 
zillo, a Dog ſo call'd, 
his Miraculous Senſe 
and Actions, 297. 
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C. 


CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS, hisBirth 
andEducation, 37 ----- 
His firſt Deſign of Di- 
ſcovering the New 
World, 38. ——Offers 
his Service to theKing 
of Portugal, who re- 
jected i * 39. — He 
withdraws into Spain, 
where his Project is em- 
brac'd, ibid. His 
frſt- Diſcovery, 41. 
What further 
Diſcoveries he -made 
after Thirty Days Sail, 
Ft. — After ſeveral 
Voyages returns to 
Fliſpaniola, where he 
builds a ſmal} Town 
and Fort, and ſends 
Twelve Ships laden 
with Rich Commodi- 
ties, and ſome Ingeni- 
ous Men to intorm the 
King of Spain of his 
Diſcoveries already 
made, 59.——Theno- 
table Speech of an old 
Indian to him, and his 


Anſwer, 62. What 


Methods he made Uſe 
of to oblige thecacique: 
Cor Petty Kings of the 


Indians) to pay Tri- 
bute to the King of 
Spain, 65. — 
to Spain to give the 
King an Account of 
his Proceedings, 78. 
——gets out again 
upon new Diſcoveries, 
and goesSouthward, 91 


e remand bt. 


to Spain by the King, 
84, _—— After two 


Years ſtay there he - 


ſets out again, and 
makes ſeveral new Di- 
ſcoveries, 99. Finds 
great Treaſure, and 
ſtrange Creatures ſuch 
as he had never before 
ſeen, 102. — With- 
draws to Jamaica, but 
ſuffers much in his Pa 
ſage thither, from 
thence returns to wm 
to give the King a 

Account of his laſt 
Diſcoveries, 106——— 


His Death. Leaves be- | 


hind him ſeveral Ma- 
nuſcripts, an Account 
of them, 108. 

Canary Iſlands, Barba- 
rous Cuſtoms of the In- 
babitants, 41.----The 
general Enmity that 
is among them, 42---- 


Fertility of the Coun- 


dry, 


try, 45 ———— Their 
Syſtem of Govern- 
ment, Religion, Man- 
ners, Habits, - Food, 
Dwellings, Marriages, 
Way of Divorce, and 
Art of Embalmiag the 
Dead, 48. WS 

Canibals, or Man-Ea- 
ters deſcrib'd, 54, 270. 
A Sharp Engage- 
ment between them 
and the Spaniards, 57. 

Chiapa à very plen- 
tiful Country, a De- 
ſcription of it, and the 
Inhabitants, 100. 

Colmenar, [| Capt. Ro- 
derick)] his Adventures, 
and the Misfortunes 
he met with in his 
Voyages, 113. 

Comog or, Can Indian 
Prince] turns Chri- 
ſtian with his whole 
Family, 121. A Mi- 
racle, 125. 

Cumana, ſtrange ſort 
of Birds there, 128. 

Caſtilia, Products of 
it, wild Beaſts and 
Monſters, 132. 

Cabot {| Sebaſtian] an 
Account of his Diſco- 
veries, 153. 

Coco Tree deſcrib'd, 
its Nature and Uſe, 211 

St. Cuba [Ifland of ] 


The INDEX. 


deſcrib'd, with ſome 
particular Obſeryari- 
ons on it, 298. 

Cortez, ¶ Ferdinand J 
is ſent to make New 
Diſcoveries, 302. 
Is made Governour of 
New Spain, 304. 
His Account of the 
Diſcovery of New 
Spain, and of the moſt 
Remarkable things in 
it, 332. 

Cubagua L Ile of J 
its. Situation and Cu- 
rioſities, 311, — A 
dreadful Earthquake, 
318. 

Churultecal, two pro- 
digious Mountains 
there deſcrib'd, 341. 


D. 


DARIEN, built by 
Enciſo, 112. 

St. Domingo { City 
of ] deicrib'd,1 $7,249. 

Devil, The Indian 
Opinion of him, 198. 


F. 


FE RRO, [iſland of } 
no Spring, River, 
Fountain, Rain or o- 
ther Water there, 


143: 


Ter, 


G 


x = 2 


l Fe N D B * 
Manner of Letting 


. Fran D Oviedo 
relates what he found 
moſt remarkable in 
the New World, to 
the Ermperour Charles 
V. 18. 
Funeral Ceremonies 
us'd at the Burial of 
the Caciques, 198. 

Fiſhes, a monſtrous 
Sort, deſcrib'd, 221. 
285.—8ea and Ri- 
ver Fiſh, 284. 
GEESE [wild] de- 
ſcrib'd, the Manner of 
the Indians taking 
them, 192. : 
NK. 
HERNANDEZ [of 
Oviedo] an Account 
of .his Diſcoveries, 
150. 

entele a De- 
ſcription of it, with 
an Account of its 


firſt Inhabitants, Ri- 


vers, Lakes, and Pro- 
duds, 167. 
Of of the Churches 
and orgy there, 
249. . 


INDIANS, their way 


of Living, Cuſtoms, 
Religion, great Riches, 
Boats and Honſes des 
ſcrib'd, 54.— Their 


Blood, 200. Odd 
Way ot ſtriking Fire, 
214. — Manner of 
digging fort Gold, and 
preparing it for Uſe, 


219.— Their Way 


of Fiſhing, 222.--Are 
great Swimmers, 223. 
Hou they were im- 


lein upon by Colums 
in foretelling them 


an Eclipſe of the Moon, 
248. —— Makea great 
Maſlacre of the Spas 
niards, 254.— Theft 
ſeverely puniſn'd by 
them, 256. Their 
Way of making Aqua 
Vite, 281. —— Very 


unwilling to diſcover 


their Secrets in Phy- 
ſick, 282. Their 


Way of catching Pa- 


roquets, 309. 

Jamaica 5 
Pos in that Iſland, 
60,.306. — — Natives 


deſcrib'd, peculiar way | 


of Fiſhing, 
Battel between them 


and the Spaniards, 67. 


——-A terrible Storm, 


68, Oreat Riches ! 


found, 70. — Habit 


of a Cacique and his 

Concubines, 71. — } 

tg Bn” the | 
| | "wi 


Rarities 


61. — 


the great Sway, ſhe 
had among the Indians, 
and how kindly ſhe 


£atertain'd* the Euro- 


peans, 12, — Re» 
ception of the Gover- 
nour, 73. — A no- 
ble Entertainment, and 
their Curious Way of 
Dreſſing Snakes, 75, 
— Their great Admi- 
ration of a Ship, 76. 
Curious Beds, L cn 
Indians routed, and ſe- 
veral of their Caciques 
taken Their man- 


ner of Worſhiping I- 


mages, 125. 

St. John [LIſland of) 
deſcrib'd, Maſſacres 
there, 130. — Cer- 
tain curious and rare 
Obſervations concern- 
ing it, and how Con- 
quer'd by the Europe» 
ans, 292. 

Indian Women , 


CharaQer of them , 


what Methods they 
take in Child-birth, 
173. — Their Re- 
ligion, 174. —0dd 
Notions and Opini- 
ons, 177. — How 
they are manag'd in 
Sickneſs by their _ 
clans, 19. 


Mex Pol. 
Wife of 2 Cacique, and 


Tabell# {ctr T5 


an Account of its firſt 
Foundation; 307. 
| . 


MADER AT Iſland ot] 
deſcrib'd the manner 
of their making Su- 
Bar, 44 

1 Ceto- 


vince of Iſtrange Mon- 
ſters there, 98. 


Muſict, what won» 
derful Effects it has 
upon the Indians, 155. 

Monſtrous Birth, 271. 

Miraculous Delive- 
rances at Sea, 323. 

Montezuma [ King 
of the Indies) his great 
Power, 336. — His 
Speech and Submiſſion 
to Cortex, 343. 
Is Impriſon d, 345. 
— His ſecond Ad- 
dreſs to his own Sub- 
jects, whereinhe wholly 
reſigns his — 


to Spain, 347. ³ 
Raiſes thirty two Mil- 
lions and four hundred 
Pounds for the Kin 
of Spain's Uſe, and va- 
riety of other Pre- 
ſents, 348. 

' Mexico | Province 
of I deſcrib'd, 349. ---- 
Method of Trade, 3 50 


* 
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NINO LALPHON- 
504 departs from Spain 
to diſcover New Coun- 
tries, 89. — His Ac- 
count of the Indians, 
and Deſcription of the 


Country, 99. — The 


Way they make Uſe 
of to preſerve Dead Bo- 
dies by Broiling them, 
24 

Nunez, [Vaſco] di- 


ſcovers great Trea- 


ſure, and is very ſuc- 
ceſsful in his Enter- 
priſes, 121.— His 


Expedition to the 


South Seas, 1 33.— 
Has great Homage 
paid him, 134. :!» 
Penetrates as far as 
the Province of Eſca- 
ragua, where the In- 
dians attack him; he 
afterwards diſcovers 
the South Seas from a 
high Mountain, 135. 
— Does ſevere 
Juſtice upon divers 
Sodomites, 196. 


Takes Poſſeſſion of the 
Southern Coalt, 239. 


— His unfortunate 
Expedition up an un- 
ktown River, where 
he narrowly eſcap'd 
his Life, 140. Re · 
turns to Darien, 144. 
—Veets great dif- 
ficulties in his March, 
147. Surpriſes an 
Indian King with eigh- 
ty of his Concubines, 
148. Is conſtitu- 
8 General of Darien, 


163.— Diſcovers the 


Spice Iſlands, 164.— 
His Speech to his 
Companions, 165.— 
The Governour re- 
calls him back to Da- 


rien, and unjuſtly caſts 


him into Priſon, con- 
demns and beheads 
him, 166. 


PINZOMN and Aria 
his Nephew , their 
Adventures and Di- 
ſcoveries, 95 — 
Their Return back to 
Spain, 99. 

Pearls © Ifland of J 
deſcrib'd, 157. —— 
Nature of them, 159. 

——— HOW 


[| 


* 
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good Peas, 318. 
Ponce, [Capt. Juan] 


his Adventures, 162. 


Panama, built by Pe- 
dro Avia, 167.ꝗæ 


Wonderful Bridge de- 
ſerib'd, 223. 


Q. 


OUVINCEDO and 
Colmenar return into 


*$pain to inform the 
King of their New 
Diſcoveries, 124. 


Qualpapoca an Indr- 


an Prince, his Son, and 


ſeveral others Impri- 


ſon'd, 346. They 


are burnt alive for 
Murdering ſome Spa- 
nian di, ibid. 


R. 


ROL DAN, Great. 
 Villanies committed 


dy him, his Inſolence, 
78. Cauſes a Re- 
bellion, 80. 


"RY, 
SPAIN (King of) 


by a Complaint ſends 
1 New Governour in- 


to the Neſt Indies, with 


Te 1 N D E Xx. 


. How to know 


.+ * 


Orders that Admiral 
Columbus and his Bro- 
ther ſhould be ſent 


Priſoners into Spain, 


84.— Having heard 
the Caſe of Columbus, 
on his Arrival, the 


King ſends Orders 


that the Complainants 
ſhould be ſeverely Pu- 


niſh'd, 89,— Orders 
' Alonſo de Hojeda and 


Diego de Nicueſſa to 
plant Colonies in the 
New World, 109.—— 
What great Slaugh- 
ter they made of th 
Indians, 111. : 
Spaniards defeated 
by the Indians, ibid. 
Solis Juan] the un- 
fortunate Adventures 
of him and his Com- 
panions, 161. 


Salvages, or Wild- 


Men, ſtrange Relati- 


ons of them, 172. 
Serpents of ſeveral 
Sorts deſcrib'd, of 
which the Indians make 
Ragouts, 1 
| Suarez, de Medina del 
Campo , ſingly Touts 
three Hundred Indi- 
ans, 294. 
Scolopenderand other 


Inſects deſcrib'd, * 
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TENERIFE [Peak 


of I deſcribd, 43. ---- - 
Account of the Iſland 
andits Productions, rich 


Malmſey Wine made 


there, 46. 


Tumacco, great oth 
ty of Deer there, 157. 


Tequina s, or Conju- 


rors, an Account of 
them, 194. 

- Tempeſt, a great one, 
wherein were loſt 
twenty ſix Spaniſh 
Ships, 24. 
Trees of ſo poiſo- 
not a Nature, that its 


preſent Death to fit 


under them, 276 
Of various Sorts de- 
ſcrib'd, which are 
wholly apply'd ro Me- 
dicinal Uſes, 278. 
Taſcaltetal City of] 
and adjacent Country 


_ deſcrib'd, 335. 


Temiſtitan{City of] 
deſcrib'd, 342, 349: 


tits . N EK a 
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* 


hs 


its curious Buildings, 
Mosks, Religion of 


'. kn lahabitants, Cc. 


351. | 
v. 
FVFENEREAL Di- 
ſeaſe, its Riſe and Pro- 
greſs, 212. 
* W. | 
WEST Indies, Na- 


türal Hiſtory of, 185. 


— Different Kinds 
of Animals found there, 
202,283 — Gold and 
Silver Mines deſcri- 
bed, Rivers and 0- 
ther Curioſities, 263. 
————Plants and Fruits 
a Deſcription, of their 
Nature and Uſe, 273. 
— Sea Wolves de- 
ſcrib'd 286,329--Birds 
of different Kinds. ib. 
Inſects of ſe- 
veral Sorts, 288. 
—— Worms in the 
Indian Seas,- an Ac- 


